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ROUND     THE     WORLD. 

In  1768,  1769,  1770  and  177!. 

THE  fliort  intercoufe  which  the  Englifli 
gentlemen  had  with  the  inhabitants  of 
New  Holland,  prevented  them  from  obtaining 
fo  perfect  a  knowledge  of  the  language  of 
thele  people  as  could  have  been  wished  ;  but,  as 
it  is  an  objed  too  curious  to  be  palfed  over  in 
filence,  we  ihall  give  our  readers  the  mod 
particular  account  that  could  be  procured. 
They  articulated  their  words  very  diftindlly, 
though  they  made  a  great  motion  with  their 
lips  when  they  were  I'peaking,  and  their  ut- 
terance was  rather  vociferous,  particularly  wht-n 
they  intended  to  fhew  their  difapprobation  of 
any  thing.  When  they  were  pleated,  they 
would  manifefl:  their  fatisfadion  by  faying  hee, 
with  a  long  flexion  of  the  voice,  in  a  loud  and 
fhril  tone.  They  frequently  repeated  the  word 
/«/,  when  in  company  with  the  Englilh,  feveral 
times  together,  which  was  fuppofed  to  be  an 
exprelTion  of  aftonilhment  and  admiration  ; 
upon  the  whole,  their  language  was  neither  harlh 
nor  inharmonious,  as  will  appear  from  the  fol- 
lowing vocabulary. 

B  A  VocA- 


3  Captain  COOK's  VOYAGE 

A  Vocabulary  of  the  language  of  the  inha- 
bitants of  New  Holland. 


Wageegee, 

Tbe  head. 

Eiyamoac, 

The  crown  of  the  bead. 

Moree, 

The  hair  of  the  bead. 

Walloo, 

The  temples. 

Pecte, 

The  forehead. 

Meul, 

The  eyes. 

Garbar, 

The  eye-brows. 

Melea, 

The  ears. 

Bonjoo, 

The  mfe. 

Yembe, 

The  lips. 

Mulere, 

The  teeth. 

Unjar, 

The  tongue. 

Tacal, 

The  chin. 

Waller, 

The  heard. 

Doomboo, 

The  neck. 

Morcol, 

The  throat. 

Coyor, 

The  breaji. 

Gippa, 

The  belly. 

Mocoo, 

The  back. 

Aco, 

The  arms. 

Mangal, 

The  bands. 

Eboorbalga, 

The  thumb. 

Nakil, 

The  little  finger. 

Pongo, 

The  knees. 

Peegoorga, 

The  legs- 

Edamal, 

The  feet. 

Koike, 

The  nails. 

Bamma, 

A  man. 

I* 


fvlootjel. 


ROUNE 

>    THE    WORLD.       3 

Mootjel, 

A  woman* 

Dunjo, 

A  father. 

Tumurree, 

A  fof!. 

Tcnnapuke, 

The  hole  made  in  the  nojlrils 

.; 

for  the  reception  of  the  bone 

ornament. 

Cotta, 

A  dog. 

Poteea, 

Fi/h, 

Putai, 

A  turtle. 

Tabugga, 

A  fly. 

Walboolbool, 

A  butterfly. 

Zoocoo, 

Wood. 

Maianang, 

Fire. 

Poorai, 

Water, 

Poapoa, 

Earth, 

Galan, 

The  fun. 

Wulgar, 

The  clouds. 

Kere, 

Thefky. 

Booca, 

To  eat. 

Chucula, 

To  drink. 

Marra, 

Togo, 

Mingoore, 

To  dance. 

Maileld, 

To  fwim. 

Aibudje, 

To  yawn. 

Poona, 

To  pep. 

Wonananio, 

Afleep. 

Tocaya, 

,Sit  down. 

Eya  &  ba. 

That  or  this. 

Te, 

A^  or  the. 
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4  Captain   COOK»s  VOYAGE 

We  (hall  now  proceed  to  give  an  accouni: 
of  their  pafTage  from  New  South  Wales  to  New 
Guinea,  with  a  recital  of  the  incidents  which 
happened  on  their  landing  on  the  laft  men- 
tioned country. Early  in  the  morning  of 

the  24th  of  y\ugufl:  1 770,  the  cable  broke  near 
the  ring,  in  the  attempt  to  weigh  the  anchor  % 
on  which  another  anchor  was  dropped,  which 
prevented  the  Ihip's  driving.  As  the  lofs  of 
an  anchor  might  have  been  attended  with  fu- 
ture ill  conlequences,  the  boats  were  fent  to 
fweep  for  it  •,  but  their  firft  attempt  being  un- 
fuccefsful,  they  were  difpatched  again  in  the 
afternoon,  when  it  was  found,  and  the  (hip 
being  brought  up  to  it,  they  weighed  it ;  yet, 
unfortunately,  juft  as  they  were  going  to  (hip 
it,  the  hawfer  flipped,  and  all  their  labour  was 
fruftrated.  Determined,  however,  not  to  lofe 
the  anchor,  they  re-applied  their  endeavours 
on  the  following  morning,  when  they  were  at- 
tended with  fuccefs. 

Soon  after  the  anchor  was  weighed,  the  fhip 
got  under  fail,  fleering  north-wefl:,  and  in  ^ 
few  hours  one  of  the  boats,  which  was  a-head, 
made  the  fignal  for  flioal-water.  The  fliip  in- 
fl:antly  brought  to,  with  all  her  fiiils  ftanding, 
and  a  furvey  being  taken  of  the  fea  around  her, 
it  was  found  that  flie  had  met  with  another 
narrow  efcape,  as  flie  was  almofl:  encompafl^ed 
with  flioals ;  and  was  likewife  fo  fituated  be- 
tiveen  them,  that  flie  mufl:  have  ft  ruck  before 

the 
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the  boat's  crew  had  made  the  fignal,  if  (he  had 
been  half  the  length  of  a  cable  on  cither  fide. 
In  the  afternoon  (he  made  full  with  the  ebb 
tide,  and  got  out  of  danger  before  fun-fct, 
when  fhe  brought  to  for  the  night. 

The  meeting  with  thefe  fhoals  having  deter- 
mined the  Captain  to  alter  his  intended  courfe, 
he  failed  again  the  next  morning  (Sunday  the 
26th)  and  foon  got  into  deep  water.  They 
now  (leered  a  weftward  courfe,  and,  as  no  land 
was  within  fight,  held  it  on  till  the  dulk  of  the 
evening,  when  they  (hortencd  fail,  and  made 
oppofite  tacks  during  the  night.  The  next 
morning  they  purfued  their  voyage,  again 
ihortening  fail  at  night,  and  tacking  till  day- 
break of  the  28th,  when  they  (leered  due 
north,  in  fearch  of  New  Guinea. 

They  now  obferved  many  parts  of  the  fea 
covered  with  a  kind  of  brown  fcum,  to  which 
the  failors  gave  the  name  of  Spawn.  It  is 
formed  of  an  incredible  number  of  minute 
particles,  each  of  which,  when  feen  through 
the  microfcope,  was  found  to  confift  of  a  con- 
fiderable  number  of  tubes,  and  thefe  tubes  were 
fubdivided  into  little  cells.  The  fcum  being 
burnt,  and  yeilding  no  fmell  like  what  is  pro- 
duced by  animal  fubdances,  it  was  concluded 
that  it  was  of  the  vegetable  kind.  This  fcum, 
which  has  been  often  feen  on  the  coafl  of  Bra- 
zil, generally  makes  its  appearance  near  the 
Jand.r-A  ^ird,  which  is  called  the  Noddy, 
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was  found  this  evening  among  the  rigging  of  the 
fhip.  Land  having  been  feen  this  day  from  the 
maft-head,  they  Hood  off  and  on  all  night,  and 
at  day- break  they  failed  towards  it  with  a  brifk 

gale. 

Between  fix  and  feven  o'clock  they  had  fight 
of  a  fmall  idand,  didant  about  three  miles  from 
the  main  land,  which  has  already  been  diftin- 
gui(hed  by  the  names  of  St.  Bartholomew,  and 
"Whermoyfen.  It  is  a  very  flat  ifland,  clothed 
with  trees,  among  which  is  the  cocoa  nut;  and 
was  judged  to  be  inhabited,  by  the  fmoke  of 
fires  which  were  feen  on  feveral  parts  of  it.  The 
boats  were  now  fent  out  to  found,  as  the  water 
was  (hallow  *,  but  as  the  fiiip,  in  failing  two 
leagues,  had  found  no  increafe  in  its  depth,  fig- 
nals  were  made  for  the  boats  to  return  on  board, 
and  the  veflel  (lood  out  to  fea  till  midnight, 
and  then  tacked,  and  flood  in  for  land  till  the 
morning.  When  they  were  about  four  leagues 
diftant  from  ic,  they  had  fight  of  it  from  the 
deck,  and  its  appearance  was  Hill  flat  and  woody. 
Abundance  of  the  brown  fcum  was  ftill  feen  on 
the  furface  of  the  fea,  and  the  Tars,  convinced 
that  it  was  not  fpawn,  gave  it  the  whimfical 
name  of  Seafaw-duft. 

The  (hip  now  held  a  northward  courfe,  bare- 
ly within  fight  of  land,  till  the  3d  of  Septem- 
ber ;  and  as  the  water  was  but  jufl  deep  enough 
to  navigate  the  vefiTel,  many  unfuccefsful  at- 
tempts were  made  to  bring  her  near  enough  to 
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get  on  Ihorc :  it  was  therefore  determined  to 
land  in  one  of  the  boats,  while  the  fliip  kept 
plying  off  and  on. 

In  confequcnce  of  this  refolution,  on  the  3d 
of  September,  the  Captain,  accompanied  by 
MefTrs.  Banks  and  Solander,  and  attended  by 
the  boat's  crew  and  Mr.  Banks's  fervants,  fee 
out  in  the  pinnace ;  but  when  they  came  within 
two  hundred  yards  of  the  ihorc  the  water  was 
fo  fliallow,  that  they  were  obliged  to  leave  the 
boat,  in  the  care  of  two  of  the  lailors,  and  wade 
to  land.  They  were  no  fooner  clear  of  the  wa- 
ter, than  they  faw  feveral  prints  of  humai\ 
feet  on  the  fand,  below  high- water-mark,  from 
whence  it  was  evident,  that  the  natives  had  been 
very  lately  there.  About  one  hundred  yards 
from  the  water  there  was  a  thick  wood,  along 
the  borders  of  which  they  walked  till  they  ar- 
rived on  the  banks  of  a  brook  of  water,  on 
which  was  fituated  a  fine  grove  of  cocoa-nut 
trees,  which  abounded  with  fruit. 

At  a  fmall  diftance  from  the  trees  flood  an 
Indian  hut,  which  had  been  thatched  with  their 
leaves,  of  which  fome  yet  remained  i  and  round 
the  hut  were  fcattered  many  cocoa-nut-fliells, 
the  fruit  of  which  feemed  to  have  been  lately 
gathered.  Not  far  from  this  grew  the  bread- 
fruit tree,  and  a  number  of  plantains. 

Our  adventurers  were  now  near  a  quarter  of 
a  mile  from  the  pinnace,  when  three  of  the  na. 
tives  ran  out  of  the  woods,  about  one  hundred 
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yards  beyond  them,  fhouting  in  the  moft  vitf- 
lent  manner.  They  inftantly  ran  towards  qur 
countrymen,  the  firft  of  the  three  throwing 
fomething  out  of  his  hand,  which  flew  on  one 
fide  of  him,  burning  in  the  fame  manner  as 
gunpowder,  but  making  no  noife,  while  the 
other  two  threw  their  lances.  The  Englilh 
now  fired  ;  when  the  natives  flopped,  and  caft 
another  lance,  on  which  the  mulkets  were  load- 
ed with  ball,  and  again  fired. — The  poor  Indians 
now  ran  ofif  with  expedition,  having,  moft  pro- 
bably, been  wounded  in  the  unequal  confli6t< 
Captain  Cook  and  his  companions,  unwilling  far- 
ther to  injure  thofe  who  could  not  originally  have 
intended  them  any  harm,  retreated  haftily  to  the 
boat,  while  the  men,  that  had  been  left  in  the 
care  of  her,  made  fignals  that  more  of  the  na- 
tives were  advancing  towards  the  coaft ;  feveral 
of  thefe  were  foon  feen,  and  ftood  ftill,  as  if 
waiting  for  the  main  body  of  their  companions. 
Captain  Cook  and  the  party  having  reached  the 
boat,  rowed  a-brealt  of  the  natives,  who  by 
this  time  were  afiembled  to  the  number  of  about 
eighty.  Their  ftature  was  nearly  the  fame  with 
that  of  the  inhabitants  of  New  South  Wales, 
but  their  colour  was  not  quite  fo  dark  :  but^ 
like  them,  they  wore  their  hair  cropped  ihort. 
During  the  furvey  that  was  taken  of  them,  they 
continued  letting  off  their  fires,  a  few  at  a  time, 
in  a  kind  of  regular  platoons ;  they  were  dif- 
charged  by  means  of  a  piece  of  ftick,  almoft 
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like  a  hollow  cane,  which  being  fvvung  fide- 
ways,  produced  fire  and  imoke  exactly  like 
that  occafioned  by  the  firing  of  fmall  arms. 
The  crew  on  board  the  Ihip  faw  this  ftrange 
phenomenon,  and  thought  the  natives  had  fire- 
arms. The  gentlemen  having  fatisfied  their 
curiofity  by  attentively  looking  at  thefe  people, 
fired  fome  mufquets  above  their  heads,  the 
balls  from  which  being  heard  to  rattle  among 
the  trees,  the  natives  deliberately  retired.  The 
lances  which  had  been  thrown  foon  after  the  gen- 
tlemen landed  were  made  of  a  reed  or  bamboo 
cane,  and  the  points  were  made  of  hard  wood, 
barbed  in  feveral  places  -,  it  is  imagined,  that 
thefe  lances  were  difcharged  by  means  of  a 
throwing  ftick,  as  they  flew  with  great  fwift- 
nefs  above  fixty  yards. 

When  this  party  returned  to  the  (hip,  fome 
of  the  officers  entreated  the  Captain  to  fend 
men  on  ftiore  to  cut  down  the  cocoa-nut  trees, 
in  order  to  procure  the  nuts ;  but  this,  with 
equal  wifdom  and  humanity,  he  refufed ;  fen- 
fible  that  the  poor  Indians,  who  could  ill  brook 
even  the  landing  of  a  fmall  party,  on  their 
coaft,  would  rifk  their  lives,  and  of  courfe  fa- 
crifice  them,  in  defence  of  their  property. 
The  whole  coaft  of  this  country  is  low-land, 
but  cloathed  with  a  richnefs  of  trees  and  her- 
bage, which  exceeds  all  defcription. 

On  Monday,  the  3d  of  September,  1770,  the 
(hip  got  under  fail,  and  early  in  the  morning 
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of  the  6th  pafied  two  fmall  iflands,  on  the  lat- 
ter of  which  Captain  Cook  would  have  landed,, 
but  as  they  had  then  only  ten  fathom  water, 
and  as  the  ground  was  rocky  and  the  wind  blew 
freOi,  he  might  have  endangered  the  fafety  of 
the  (hip.  They  now  failed  at  a  moderate  rate, 
with  various  foundings,  till  three  o'clock  the 
next  morning,  after  which  they  had  no  ground 
vvith  one  hundred  and  twenty  fathom.  Before 
noon  they  had  fight  of  land,  which  was  con- 
je*5lured  to  be  either  the  Arrou  Iflands,  or  Ti- 
mor Laoet ;  but  they  are  not  accurately  laid 
down  in  any  of  the  charts  hitherto  publiihed. 

On  the  evening  of  the  9th  they  faw  what 
had  the  appearance  of  land,  and  the  next  morn- 
ing were  convinced  that  the  firft  land  they  had 
ieen  was  Timor,  and  the  laft  Timor  Laoet. 
The  fhip  Hood  off  and  on  during  the  night, 
when  a  number  of  fires  were  fcen  on  the  ifland, 
and  the  next  morning  fmoke  was  feen  in  feve- 
ral  places,  from  whence  it  was  conjeftured  that 
the  place  was  well  peopled.  The  land  near  the 
fhore  was  covered  with  high  trees,  not  unlike 
pines  •,  farther  back  were  cocoa- trees  and  man- 
groves :  there  were  many  falt-water  creeks,  and 
fcveral  fpots  of  ground  which  appeared  to  have 
been  cleared  by  art;  and  the  whole  country 
rofc-,  by  gradual  flopes,  into  hills  of  a  very  con- 
fiderable  height. 

As  the  land  and  fca  breezes  were  now  very 
flight,  they  continued  in  fight  of  the  ifland  for 
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two  days,  when  it  was  obferved  that  the  hills 
reached,  *n  many  places,  quite  to  the  fea  coaft, 
and  where  that  was  not  the  cafe,  there  were  h^gc 
and  noble  groves  of  the  cocoa-nut  tree,  which 
ran  about  a  mile  up  the  country,  at  which  dif- 
tance  great  numbers  of  houfes  and  plantations 
were  feen :  the  plantations  were  furrounded 
with  fences,  and  extended  nearly  to  the  fum- 
mits  of  the  moft  lofty  hills,  yet  neither  the 
natives  nor  cattle  were  ften  on  any  of  them, 
which  was  thought  a  very  extraordinary  circum- 
ftancc.  Fine  g-oves  of  the  fan-palm  fhaded 
the  houfes  from  the  rays  of  the  fun. 

On  the  1 6th  they  had  fight  of  the  little  idand 
called  RoTTE  •,  and  the  fame  day  faw  the  idand 
Semau,  at  a  diftance  to  the  fouthward  of  Ti- 
mor, The  ifland  of  Rotte  is  chiefly  covered 
with  brulliy  wood  without  leaves  j  but  there 
are  a  number  of  fan-palm  trees  on  it,  growing 
near  the  fandy  beaches  ;  and  the  whole  confifts 
of  alternate  hills  and  vallies.  The  ifland  of 
Semau  is  not  fo  hilly  as  Timor,  but  refembles 
it  greatly  in  other  refpeds. 

At  ten  o'clock  this  night  a  dull  reddilh  light 
was  feen  in  the  air,  many  parts  of  which  emit- 
ted rays  of  a  brighter  colour,  which  foon  va- 
niflied,  and  were  fucceeded  by  others  of  the 
fame  kind.  This  phenomenon,  which  reached 
about  ten  degrees  above  the  horizon,  bore  a 
confiderable  refemblance  to  the  Auror;i  Borealis, 
oply  that  the  rays  of  light  which  it  emitted  had 
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no  tremulous  motion.  It  was  furveyed  for  twQ 
hours,  during  which  time  its  brightnefs  con- 
tinued undiminifhed. 

As  the  ihip  was  now  clear  of  all  the  iflands 
which  had  been  laid  down  in  fuch  maps  as  were 
on  board,  they  made  fail  during  the  night,  and 
were  furprized  the  next  morning  at  the  fight  of 
an  ifland  to  the  weft  fouth-well,  which  they 
flattered  themfclves  was  a  new  difcovery.  Be- 
fore  noon  they  had  fight  of  houfes,  groves  of 
cocoa-nut  trees,  and  large  flocks  of  flieep. 
This  was  a  welcome  fight  to  people  whofe 
health  was  declining  for  want  of  refrelhments ; 
and  it  was  inftantly  refolved  to  attempt  the 
purchafp  of  what  they  flood  fo  much  in  need 
of.  The  fecond  Lieutenant  was  immediately 
difpatched  in  the  pinnace,  in  fearch  of  a  land- 
ing-place i  and  he  took  with  him  fuch  things 
as  it  was  thought  might  be  acceptable  to  the 
natives. 

During  Mr.  Gore*s  abfence,  the  people  on 
board  faw  two  men  on  horfeback  upon  the 
hills,  v.'ho  frequently  flopped  to  take  a  view  of 
the  veflel.  The  Lieutenant  foon  returned, 
with  an  account  that  he  had  entered  a  little  cove, 
near  which  flood  a  few  houfes :  that  feveral 
men  advanced,  and  invited  him  to  land ;  and 
that  they  converfcd  together  as  well  as  they 
could  by  figns.  He  reported  that  thefe  people 
\v^re  very  like  the  Malays,  both  in'perfon  and 
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drefs  ;  that  they  had  no  other  arms  but  a  knife, 
which  each  of  them  wore  ftuck  in  his  girdle. 

As  the  Lieutenant  could  not  find  any 
place  in  which  the  fhip  might  come  to  an  an- 
chor, he  was  difpatched  again  with  money  and 
goods,  to  buy  fuch  neceflTaries  as  were  imme- 
diately wanted  for  thofc  who  were  fick.  Dr. 
Solander  attended  the  Lieutenant,  and,  during 
their  abfence,  the  fliip  flood  on  and  off  the 
ihorc.  Soon  after  the  boat  had  put  off,  two 
other  horfemen  were  fcen  from  the  (liip,  one  of 
whom  had  a  laced  hat  on,  and  was  dreifed  in  a 
coat  and  waiftcoat,  of  the  falliion  of  Europe. 
Thefe  men  rode  about  on  fliore,  taking  little 
notice  of  the  boat,  but  regarding  the  fliip  with 
the  utmoft  attention.  As  foon  as  the  boat 
reached  the  fliore,  fome  other  perfons  on  horfe- 
back,  and  many  on  foot,  haftened  to  the  fpot, 
and  it  was  obferved  that  fome  cocoa-nuts  were 
put  into  the  boat,  from  whence  it  was  con- 
cluded, that-  a  traffick  had  commenced  with 
the  natives.  A  fignal  being  made  from  the 
boat,  that  the  fhip  might  anchor  in  a  bay  at 
fome  diftance,  fhe  immediately  bore  away  for 
it. 

When  the  Lieutenant  came  on  board,  he  re- 
ported that  he  could  not  purchafe  any  cocoa- 
nuts,  as  the  owner  of  them  was  abfent,  and 
that  what  he  had  brought  were  given  him  j  in 
return  for  which  he  had  prefented  the  ratives 
with  fome  linen.     The  method  by  which  he 
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learnt  that  there  was  a  harbour  in  the  neighbour- 
hood, was  by  the  natives  drawing  a  kind  of 
rude  map  on  the  fand,  in  which  the  harbour, 
and  a  town  near  it  were  reprefented  ;  it  was 
likewife  hinted  to  him  that  fruit,  fowls,  hogs, 
and  ftieep,  might  be  there  obtained  in  great 
abundance.  He  faw  feveral  of  the  principal 
Inhabitants  of  the  ifland,  who  wore  chains  of 
gold  about  their  necks,  and  were  drefled  in  fine 
linen.  The  word  Portuguefe  being  frequently 
repeated  by  the  Indians,  it  was  conjedtured,  that 
fome  natives  of  Portugal  were  on  the  ifland, 
and  one  of  the  boat's  crew  being  of  that  king- 
dom, he  fpoke  to  the  i/landers  in  his  own  lan- 
guage, but  he  foon  found  that  they  had  only 
learnt  a  few  words,  of  which  they  did  not 
know  the  meaning.  While  the  natives  were 
endeavouring  to  reprefent  the  fituation  of  the 
town  near  the  harbour,  one  of  them,  in  order 
to  be  more  particular  in  dircdions,  informed 
the  Englifli  that  they  would  fee  fomething, 
which  he  endeavoured  to  defcribe  by  placing 
his  fingers  acrofs  each  other ;  and  the  Portu- 
guefe failor  took  it  for  granted,  that  he  could 
mean  nothing  but  a  crofs.  When  the  boat's  crew 
were  on  the  point  of  returning  to  the  fhip,  the 
gentleman  who  had  been  feen  on  horfeback  in 
the  drefs  of  Europe  came  down  to  the  beach  ; 
but  the  Lieutenant  did  not  think  it  proper  to 
hold  a  conference  with  him,  becaufe  he  had 
left  his  commifilon  on  board  the  fhip. 

In 
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In  the  evening,  when  the  fliip  had  entered 
the  bay  to  which  they  had  been  recommended, 
an  Indian  town  was  feen  at  a  fmall  diftance  •, 
upon  which  a  jack  was  hoifted  on  thefore-top- 
maft  head:  prefently  afterwards  three  guns 
were  fired,  and  Dutch  colours  were  hoifted  in 
the  town  :  the  fhip,  however,  held  on  her  way, 
and  came  to  an  anchor  at  feven  in  the  evening. 

The  colours  being  feen  hoifted  on  the  beach 
the  next  morning,  the  Captain  concluded,  thac 
the  Dutch  had  a  fettlement  on  the  ifland :  he 
therefore  difpatched  the  fecond  Lieutenant,  to 
acquaint  the  Governor,  or  other  principal  re- 
fident,  who  they  were,  and  that  the  fhip  had 
put  in  for  necefiary  refrefhments.  The  Lieu- 
tenant having  landed,  he  was  received  by  a  kind 
of  guard  of  fomething  more  than  twenty  In- 
dians, armed  with  mufliets,  who  having  taken 
down  the  colours  from  the  beach,  proceeded 
without  the  leaft  military  order ;  and  thus  ef- 
corted  him  to  the  town  where  the  colours  had 
been  hoifted  the  preceding  evening. 

The  Lieutenant  was  now  conduced  to  the 
Raja,  or  King  of  the  ifland,  to  whom,  by 
means  of  a  Portuguefe  interpreter,  he  made 
known  his  bufiriefs.  The  Raja  faid,  he  was  rea- 
dy to  fupply  the  Ihip  with  the  neceflary  refrefli- 
ments  j  but  that  he  could  not  trade  with  any 
other  people  but  the  Dutch,  with  whom  he  was 
in  alliance,  without  having  firft  obtained  their 
confent ;  but  that  he  would  make  application 
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to  the  Dutch  Agent,  who  was  the  only  v!  ire 
man  among  themi  To  this  Agent,  whofc 
name  was  Lange,  and  who  proved  to  be  the 
perfon  that  was  feen  from  the  Ihip  in  the  Euro- 
pean drefs,  a  letter  was  difpatched  i  and  in  a 
few  hours  he  came  to  the  town,  behaved  po- 
litely to  the  Lieutenant,  and  told  him,  he 
might  buy  what  he  thought  proper  of  the  inha- 
bitants of  the  ifland. 

This  ofi'er  being  freely  made,  and  readily  ac- 
cepted, the  Raja  and  Mr.  Lange  intimated  their 
wifhes  to  go  on  board  the  fhip,  and  that  two  of 
the  boat's  crew  might  be  left  as  hodages  for' 
their  fafe  return.  The  Lieutenant  gratified 
both  thefc  rcquefls,  and  took  them  on  board 
juft:  before  dinner  was  ferved.  It  was  thought 
that  they  would  have  fat  down  v/ithout  ceremo- 
ny i  but,  after  fome  hcfitation,  the  Raja  inti- 
mated his  doubts,  whether,  being  a  black,  they 
would  permit  him  to  fit  down  with  them.  The 
politenefs  of  the  officers  foon  removed  his 
fcruples,  and  the  greateft  good  humour  and  fef- 
tivity  prevailed  among  them.  As  Dr.  Solan- 
der,  and  another  gentleman  on  board,  were  to. 
lerable  proficients  in  Dutch,  they  a6ted  as  inter- 
preters between  Mr.  Lange  and  the  officers, 
while  fome  of  the  failors,  who  underftood  Por- 
tuguefe,  converfed  with  fuch  of  the  Raja's  at- 
tendants as  fpoke  that  language.  The  chief 
part  of  the  dinner  was  mutton,  which  the  Raja 
having  tailed,  he  begged  an  Engliih  (heep,  and 
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tlic  only  one  which  they  had  left  was  ^^iven  him  : 
he  then  alked  for  a  dog,  and  Mr.  Banks  gave 
him  his  grey-hound ;  and  a  fpying-glafs  was 
prefented  to  him,  on  Mr.  Lange*s  intimating 
that  it  would  be  acceptable. 

The  vifjtors  now  told  Captain  Cook,  that 
there  was  great  plenty  of  fowls,  hogs,  flieep 
and  buffaloes  on  the  ifland,  numbers  of  whicli 
fhould  be  conveyed  to  the  fea  (hore  on  the  fol- 
lowing day,  that  he  might  purchafe  what  was 
necefiary  for  the  recovery  of  the  fick,  and  for 
fea  (lores.  This  welcome  news  gave  great  fpi- 
rits  to  the  company,  and  the  bottle  went  fo 
brilkly  round,  that  Mr.  Lange  and  his  compa- 
nions became  almoft  intoxicated :  they  had, 
however,  the  rtTolution  to  exprefs  a  defire  to 
depart,  before  they  were  quite  drunk.  When 
ihey  came  upon  deck,  the  marines  were  under 
arms  to  receive  them  -,  and  the  Raja  intimating, 
that  he  fliould  be  glad  to  fee  them  exercife,  the 
Captain  gave  orders  that  he  fhould  be  indulged, 
and  three  rounds  were  fired  :  he  w^as  equally 
pleafed  and  furprized  at  their  manceuvres,  and 
particularly  charmed  when  tl?ey  cocked  their 
firelocks,  exclaiming  violently,  ♦'  that  all  the 
locks  made  but  one  click."  This  beingr  ended 
MeflVs.  Sojander  and  Banks  went  afhore  with 
the  vifitors,  who  were  faluted  at  rheir  depar, 
ture  with  nine  guns,  which  they  returned  witU 
three  cheers* 
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When  they  came  to  the  town,  the  Engllfh 
gentlemen  tailed  their  palm  wine,  whi'-h  was 
i'wect,  and  not  unplcafant:  it  is  made  of  the 
frcfli  juice  of  the  tree,  without  being  ferment- 
ed. I'he  houfes  of  the  natives  confided  of  no- 
thing more  than  a  floor  of  boards,  over  which 
was  a  roof  of  thatch,  fupported  by  pillars 
about  four  feet  in  height. 

On  the  following  day  the  Captain,  attended 
by  fcvcral  gentlemen,  went  on  fliore  to  return 
the  Raja's  vifit ;  but  their  principal  intention 
way,  to  buy  the  refrefhmcnts  which  had  been 
mentioned   the   preceding  day.      When   they 
landed,  they  were  chagrined  to  find,  that  the 
cattle  had  not  been  driven  down  to  the  beach. 
They  went  on  to  the  town,  where  they  obferved, 
that  the  houfe  of  afllembly,  and  fome  few  other 
houfes  which  had  been  built  by  the  Dutch  Eaft 
India  Company,  were  diltinguiflied  from  the 
houfes  of  the  natives   by   having   a  piece  of 
wood,  almcft  in  the  fiiapc  of  cows  horns,  fix- 
ed at  each  end  of  the  roof;  and  thefe  they  con- 
cluded were  what  the  Portuguefe  failor  had  ima- 
gined to  be  crolTes,    from  the  Indian  having 
crollcd  his  fingers  when  he  was  defcribing  the 
town. 

The  Raja  was  at  the  houfe  of  afiTembly,  fur- 
rcunded  by  many  of  his  principal  fubjeds ;  and 
Mr.  Lange  alio  attended.  Captain  Cook 
having  informed  them,  that  he  had  loaded 
his  boat  with  goods,  which  he  wiflied  to  ex- 
change 
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clunge  for    neceflary   refrefhments,    permifll- 
on  was  given  him  to  land  his  cffcifts.     The 
Captain  now  endeavoured  to  make  an  agree- 
ment for  the  hogs,  flieep,  and  buflalocs,  which 
were  to  be  paid  for  in  cafli ;  but  this  bufinels 
was  no  fooner  hinted  at  than  Mr.  Lange  took 
hisJcave,  having  firft  told  the  Captain,  that  he 
mufl:  make  his  agreement  with  the  natives ; 
and  adding,  that  he  had  received  a  letter  from 
the  Governor  of  Concordia,  in  Timor,  the  con- 
tents of  which  fhould  be  difclofcd  at  his  return. 
As  they  had  now  no   frefli  provifions  on 
board,  the  gentlemen  were  unv/illing  to  return 
to  the  fhip  before  they  had  dined ;  they  there- 
fore requelted  the  Raja's  permifllon  to  buy  a 
fmall  hog  and  fome  rice,  and  hoped  he  would 
order  his  people  to  drefs  the  dinner.     To  this 
the  Raja  very  obligingly  replied,  that  if  the 
gentlemen  had  ftomachs  to  eat  of  Indian  cooke- 
ry, he  would  have  the  honour  of  confidering 
them  as  his  guefts.     A  dinner  being  thus  pro- 
cured, the  Captain  fent  off  the  boat  to  bring  li- 
quors from  the  (hip. 

Late  in  the  afternoon  the  company  fat  down 
on  mats,  which  had  been  fpread  for  them  on 
the  floor,  having  been  firll  conduced  to  a  ftr- 
vant,  who  had  a  vefTel  made  of  the  leaves  of 
the  fan-palm,  containing  water  to  v/afh  their 
hands,  in  which  the  Indian  afllded  them.  Hav- 
ing waited  fome  time  for  the  Raja,  they  enquir- 
ed the  reafon  of  his  ablencc,  and  were  infjrm- 
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cd,  that  the  perfon  who  gave  the  entertainment 
never  partook  of  it  \  but  that  the  Raja  was  rea- 
dy to  come  and  taflc  of  what  was  provided,  if 
the  gentlemen  entertained  any  idea  that  the  meat 
was  unwholefome  :  having  aflurcd  the  natives, 
that  they  did  not  harbour  any  fuch  fiifpicion, 
they  began  their  dinner,  which  confided  of 
pork  and  rice,  very  excellent  of  their  kinds, 
ferved  up  in  thirty-fix  diflies,  and  three  earthen 
bowls  filled  with  a  kind  of  broth,  in  which  the 
pork  had  been  boiled  :  the  fpoons  v/ere  formed 
of  leaves,  but  v/ere  fo  fmall,  that  the  hunger 
of  the  guefls  would  fcarccly  allow  them  patience 
to  ufe  them. 

When  dinner  was  ended,  the  Captain  invited 
the  Raja  to  drink  wine  with  him  ;  but  this  he 
declined,  faying,  that  the  man  who  entertained 
company  fliould  never  get  drunk  with  his  gueft:s, 
and  that  the  only  certain  way  to  avoid  drunk- 
enncfs,  was  to  refrain  from  tailing  the  liquor. 
The  gentlemen  left  the  remains  of  their  dinner 
to  their  fervants  and  the  boat's  crew,  who, 
not  being  able  to  eat  it  all,  the  Raja*s  female 
fervants,  who  came  to  take  away  the  utenfils, 
infilled  that  they  fhould  take  with  them  all  that; 
remained. 

When  the  bottle  had  circulated  fome  time, 
Captain  Cook  began  to  enquire  after  the  cattle 
that  were  promifed  to  be  driven  down  to  the 
beach  -,  when  Mr,  Lange  informed  him,  that 
in  the  letter  which  he  had  received  from  the 
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Governor  of  Concordia,  inftrudlions  were  given, 
that  if  the  (hip  Ihould  touch  at  the  ifland,  and 
be  in  want  of  provifions,  (he  fliould  be  fuppli- 
cd  i  but  that  he  was  not  to  permit  her  to  remain 
longer  than  was  abfolutely  neceflary  :  that  no 
prefento  were  to  be  made  to  the  natives  of  low- 
rank,  nor  even  left  with  their  fuperiors  to  be 
divided  among  them  after  the  fliip  had  failed  : 
but,  he  added,  thatany  trifling  civilities  receiv- 
ed from  the  Indians,  might  be  acknowledged 
by  a  prefent  of  beads,  or  other  articles  of  very 
fmall  value.     It  is  a  very  proDable  conjecture, 
that  the  whole  of  this  (lory  was  of  Mr.  Lange*s 
own  manufadlure,  and  folely  calculated  to  draw 
all  the  prefents  of  any  value  into  his  own  pocket. 
Soon  after  this  the  Captain  was  informed, 
that  fome  (heep  had  been  driven  down  to  the 
beach  ;  but  had  been  conveyed  away  before  the 
men  could  get  money  from  the  (hip  to  pay  for 
them  ;  and  that  not  a  fingle  hog  or  buffaloe  had 
been  driven  down :  but  that  a  fmall  number  of 
fowls,  and  a  quantity  of  the  palm-fyrup  had 
been  bought.     Heartily  vexed  to  be  thus  dif- 
appointed  of   the  chief   articles   which   were 
wanted,    the  Captain  remonftrated   with  Mr. 
Lange,  who  told  him,  that  if  he  and  his  offi- 
cers had  gone  to  the  fpot,  they  miglit  have  pur- 
chaled  any  thing  they  pleafed  ;  but  that  the  In- 
dians imagined,  the  feamen  woujd  impofe  on 
|hem  with  counterfeit  money. 
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This  ftory  was  no  more  credited  than  the 
former ;  but  not  to  lofe  more  time  in  a  cafe  of 
fuch  urgency,  the  Captain  inllantly  repaired  to 
the  beach  ;  but  there  were  no  cattle  to  be 
bought.  During  his  abfence  Lange  informed 
Mr.  Banks,  that  the  Indians  were  offended,  that 
the  feamen  had  not  offered  gold  for  what  they 
had  to  fell,  and  that  no  ether  metal  would  pur- 
chafe  their  commodities :  but  Mr.  Banks,  dif- 
tiainin^  to  hold  farther  converfation  with  a  maa 
who  had  been  guilty  of  fuch  repeated  fubter- 
fuges,  left  him  abruptly.  Some  hours  before 
this,  the  Raja  had  afiigned  a  much  more  pro- 
b.'ble  reafon  for  the  cattle  not  being  brought  to 
ihc  beach,  faying,  that  the  buffaloes  were  too 
fill-  up  the  country  to  be  driven  thither  in  the 
time.  In  the  evening  the  gentlemen  returned, 
to  the  Ihip,  nut  a  little  difpleafed  at  their  difap- 
pointment. 

On  the  20th  the  Captain  and  doctor  Solander 
went  again  on  Ihore,  and  while  the  latter  pro- 
ceeded to  the  town  in  fearch  of  Lange,  the 
Captain  (laid  on  the  beach,  with  a  view  to  buy 
cattle.  At  this  place  was  an  old  man,  who  had 
been  diu.inguiilied  by  the  name  of  the  prime 
minifter,  becaufe  he  appeared  to  be  inverted 
with  confiderable  authority  •,  and  the  Captain 
now  prefented  him  with  a  fpying-glafs,  in  order 
to  make  a  friend  of  him.  Atprefent  there  was 
nothino-  brouo;ht  for  fale  but  a  fmall  bulfaloe, 
for  which  five  guineas  were  demanded.      Tho' 
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the  Captain  knew  that  this  was  double  its  value, 
yet  he  bid  three  guineas,  as  he  was  willing  to 
begin  dealing  at  any  rate  :  the  perfon  who  had 
it  to  fell  faid,  he  could  not  take  the  money  till 
the  Raja  had  been  informed  what  was  offered  ; 
on  which  a  man  was  fent  to  him,  who  foon 
came  back  with  a  maflage,  that  five  guineas 
would  be  the  lowell  price  :  this  the  Captain  re- 
fufed  to  give  •,  on  which  a  fecond  meflenger  wa3 
difpatched,  who  flaying  a  long  time,  Captain 
Cook  was  anxioufly  cxpc6ling  his  return,  when 
he  faw  Dr.  Solander  coming  towards  the  beach, 
efcorted  by  more  than  a  hundred  perfons,  fome 
of  whom  had  lances  in  their  hands,  and  the  reft 
were  armed  with  mulkets.     When  the  Dodlor 
arrived  at  the  marketing-place,  he  informed  the 
Captain,  that  Lange  had  interpreted  to  him  a 
meflage  from  the  Raja,  the  fubllance  of  which 
was,  that  the  natives  were  averfe  to  all  traffick 
with  the  Englifh,  becaufe  they  would  not  give 
above  half  the  real  worth  of  the  things  which 
were  offered  for  fale ;  and  that  all  trading  what- 
ever fhould  be  prohibited  after  that  day. 

A  native  of  Timor,  whofe  parents  were  Por- 
tuguefe,  came  down  with  this  party,  and  deli- 
vered to  the  Captain  what  was  pretended  to  be 
the  order  of  the  Raja,  and  which  was  in  fub- 
ftance  the  fame  as  what  Lange  had  told  Dr.  So- 
lander ;  but  it  was  afterwards  difcovered,  that 
this  man  was  a  confederate  of  Lange's,  in  the 
fchcme  of  extortion.     The  EngliHi  gentlemen 
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had  at  the  fame  time  no  boubt,  but  that  th^ 
fuppofed  order  of  the  Raja  was  a  contrivance  of 
thefe  men  ,  and  while  they  were  debating  how 
they  fhould  afl  in  this  critical  conjunfture,  anx- 
ious to  bring  the  affair  to  a  fpeedy  ilTue,  the 
Portuguefe  began  to  drive  away  fuch  of  the  na- 
tives as  had  brought  pahn-fyrup  and  fowls  to 
fell,  and  others  who  were  now  bringing  Iheep 
and  buffaloes  to  the  market. 

Jufl  at  this  jundure  Captain  Cook  happen- 
ing to  look  at  the  old  man  who  had  been  dif- 
tinguifhed  by  the  name  of  prime  minifter,  im- 
agined that  he  faw  in  his  features  a  difapproba- 
tion  of  the  prefent  proceedings  •,  and,  willing 
to  improve  the  advantage,  he  grafped  the  Indi- 
an's hand,  and  gave  him  an  old  broad  fword. 
This  well-timed  prefent  produced  all  the  good 
effe<5ls  that  could  be  wifhed  :  the  prime  minifter 
was  enraptured  at  fo  honourable  a  mark  of  dif- 
tindlion,  and,  brandifhing  his  fword  over  the 
head  of  the  impertinent  Portuguefe,  he  made 
both  him,  and  a  man  who  commanded  the  par- 
ty, fit  down  behind  him  on  the  ground.  The 
whole  bufinefs  was  now  accomplifhed :  the  na- 
tives, eager  to  fupply  whatever  was  wanted, 
brought  their  cattle  in  for  fale,  and  the  market 
was  foon  ftocked.  Foi  the  firft  two  buffaloes 
Captain  Cook  gave  ten  guineas  -,  but  he  after- 
wards purchafed  them  by  way  of  exchange, 
giving  a  mufket  for  each  ;  and  at  this  rate  he 
might  have  bought  any  number  he  thought  pro- 
per. 
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per.  There  feems  to  be  no  doubt  but  that 
Lange  had  a  profit  out  of  the  tirft  two  that 
were  fold,  and  that  his  reafon  for  having  faid 
that  the  natives  would  take  nothing  but  gold 
for  their  cattle,  was,  that  he  might  the  more 
eafily  fhare  in  the  produce.  Captain  Cook  pur- 
chafed  of  the  natives  of  this  ifland  fome  hun- 
dred gallons  of  palm-fyrup,  a  frnall  quantity  of 
garlick,  a  large  number  of  eggs,  fome  limes 
and  cocoa-nuts,  thirty  dozen  of  fowls,  three 
hogs,  fix  fheep,  and  nine  buffaloes. 

Having  at  length  obtained  thefe  neceflary  re- 
frefhments.  Captain  Cook  prepared  for  failing 
from  this  place ;  but  before  we  attend  him  on 
his  voyage,  it  may  be  proper  to  give  a  defcrip- 
tion  of  the  ifland,  with  an  account  of  its  pro- 
duce, and  the  cuftoms  and  manners  of  its  in- 
habitants. 

The  ifland  of  Savu  is  fituated  in  lo  degrees 
35  minutes  ibuth  latitude,  and  237  degrees  30 
minutes  weft  longitude,  and  has  hitherto  been 
very  little  known,  or  very  imperfedly  defcrib- 
cd.  Its  length  is  between  twenty  and  thirty 
miles ;  but  its  breadth  could  not  be  afcertained 
by  Captain  Cook,  who  faw  only  the  north  fide 
of  it.  The  harbour  in  which  the  fhip  lay  was 
called  Seba,  from  a  diftrid  of  the  country  fo 
denominated  j  and  there  are  two  other  bays  on 
different  parts  of  the  ifland.  At  the  time 
the  Endeavour  lay  thert  it  was  near  the  end  of 
the  dry  feafon,  when  it  had  not  rained  for  al- 
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moft  fcven  months,  nor  was  there  a  running 
ftream  of  frc{h  water  to  be  feen,  and  the  na- 
tives were  fiipplicd  only  by  fmall  fprings,  litu- 
ated  at  a  dittance  up  the  country  :  yet  even  in 
this  dry  Teafon  the  appearance  of  the  ifland  was 
enchanting  beyond  defcription.  Near  the  coaft 
the  land  is  level,  and  well  clothed  with  the 
palm,  called  ArecaSj  and  cocoa-nut  trees :  far- 
ther off  the  ground  riles  in  the  moft  gradual 
afcent,  and  is  covered  with  fan  palm  trees  even 
to  the  tops  of  the  hills,  fo  as  to  prefent  a  regu- 
lar grove  to  the  eye.  The  rains  in  this  country 
ceafe  in  March  or  April,  and  fall  again  in  O6I0- 
ber  or  November:  and  thefe  rains  produce 
abundance  of  indico,  millet,  and  maize,  which 
grow  beneath  the  nobleft  trees  in  the  univerfe. 

Be  fides  thefe  articles,  the  ifland  produces  to* 
bacco,  cotton,  betle,  tamarinds,  limes,  oran- 
ges, mangoes,  Guinea  corn,  rice,  callevances, 
and  water  melons.  A  trifling  quantity  of  cin- 
namon was  feen^  and  fomc  European  herbs,  fuch 
as  garlic,  fennel,  cellery  and  marjoram :  be- 
fides  which,  there  are  fruits  of  various  kinds, 
and  particularly  the  blimbu  which  has  a  fharp 
tafte,  and  is  faid  to  be  a  very  fine  pickle,  but  it 
is  not  eaten  raw  •,  its  length  is  from  three  to  four 
inches,  it  is  nearly  as  thick  as  a  man's  thumb, 
of  an  oval  form,  covered  with  a  very  thin  flcin 
of  a  light  green,  and  contains  a  number  of  feeds 
ranged  in  the  fhapc  of  a  ftar. 

Several 


•-■?■ 


■  i 


'/■:;■ 


I'm 
■  M 

"fet: 


ROUND    THE    WORLD.     27 

Several  buffaloes  were  feen  on  this  ifland, 
which  were  almoll  as  large  as  an  ox  ;  and  from 
a  pair  of  enormous  horns  of  this  animal  which 
Mr.  Banks  faw,  it  was  conjectured,  that  fome 
of  them  were  much  larger ;  yet  they  did  not 
weigh  more  than  half  as  much  as  an  ox  of  the 
fame  apparent  fize,  having  loft  the  greater  part 
of  their  flefti  through  the  late  dry  weather  i 
the  meat  however  was  juicy,  and  of  a  delicate 
flavour.  The  horns  of  thelc  animals  bend 
backwards,  they  have  no  dewlaps,  nor  fcarce 
any  hair  on  their  fkins,  and  their  ears  are  re- 
markably large.  The  other  tame  animals  on 
the  ifland  are  dogs,  cats,  pigeons,  fowls,  hogs, 
;goats,  ftieep,  afles  and  horfes. 

Few  of  the  horfes  are  above  twelve  hands 
high,  yet  they  are  full  of  mettle,  and  pace  na- 
turally in  an  expeditious  manner :  the  natives 
ride  them  with  a  halter  only.  The  hogs  of  this 
country,  are  fed  on  the  huflcs  of  rice,  and  palm- 
fyrup  mixed  with  water,  and  are  remarkably 
fine  and  fat.  The  flieep  are  not  unlike  a  goat, 
and  are  therefore  called  cabritos  j  their  ears, 
which  are  long,  hang  down  under  their  horns  j 
their  nofes  are  arched,  and  their  bodies  are  co- 
vered with  hair.  The  fowls  are  of  the  game 
kind,  and  though  they  are  rather  large,  the  hen 
lays  a  very  fmall  egg.  The  fea-coaft  furnilhes 
the  inhabitants  with  turtle,  but  not  in  any  great 
abundance. 
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The  natives  of  the  iQand  of  Savu  are  ra- 
ther below  the  middle  ftature }  their  hair  is 
black  and  flrait,  and  perfons  of  all  ranks,  as 
well  thofe  that  are  expoled  to  the  weather,  as 
thole  that  are  not,  have  one  general  complexion, 
which  is  the  dark  brown.  The  men  are  well 
formed  and  fprightly,  and  their  features  differ 
much  from  each  other  :  the  women,  on  the  con- 
trary, have  all  one  fet  of  features,  and  are  very 
ihort  and  broad  built. 

The  men  have  filver  pincers  hanging  by 
firings  round  their  necks,  with  which  they  pluck 
out  the  hair  of  their  beards  j  and  both  men  and 
women  root  out  the  hair  that  grows  under  the 
arms  :  the  hair  of  the  womens  heads  is  tied  in 
a  club  behind,  while  that  of  the  men  is  fatten- 
ed by  a  comb  to  the  top  of  the  head :  the  men 
wear  a  kind  of  turban  on  the  head,  formed  of 
muQin,  cotton,  or  even  filk  handkerchiefs  ;  but 
the  heads  of  the  women  have  no  covering. 

The  drefs  of  the  men  confifts  of  two  pieces 
of  cotton  cloth,  one  of  which  is  bound  round 
the  middle,  and  the  lower  edge  of  it  being  drawn 
pretty  tight  between  the  legs,  the  upper  edge 
is  left  loofe,  fo  as  to  form  a  kind  of  pocket,  in 
which  they  carry  their  knives  and  other  things : 
the  other  piece  being  pafled  under  the  former, 
on  the  back  of  the  wearer,  the  ends  of  it  are 
carried  over  the  flioulders,  and  tucked  into  the 
pocket  before.  The  women  draw  the  upper 
edge  of  the  piece  round  the  waifl  tight,  while 
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the  lower  edge,  dropping  to  the  knees,  makes 
a  kind  of  pettkoat :  the  other  piece  of  cloth  is 
faftened  acrofs  the  bread,  and  under  the  arms. 
This  cloth,  which  is  manufactured  by  the  na- 
tives, is  died  blue  while  in  the  yarn  ;  and,  as  it 
is  of  various  (hades,  its  look  when  it  comes  to 
be  worn  is  very  beautiful. 

The  ornaments  of  the  natives  of  Savu  are 
very  numerous,  and  confift  of  rings,  beads 
worn  round  the  neck  and  on  the  wrifts,  and 
chains  of  plaited  gold  wire,  likewife  worn  round 
the  neck :  thefe  things  were  worn  by  both 
fexes  i  but  the  women  had  likewife  girdles  of 
beads  round  their  waifts,  which  helped  to  keep 
up  the  petticoat.  Many  of  the  boys  wore  brafs 
wire  paffed  feveral  times  round  the  arms,  above 
the  elbow :  and  fome  of  the  men,  who  were  faid 
to  be  the  Tons  of  the  Rajas,  wore  rings  of  ivory, 
above  an  inch  thick,  and  two  inches  broad,  on 
the  fame  part  of  the  arm.  One  man  poffefled 
a  filver- headed  cane,  fuppofed  to  have  been  a 
prefent  from  the  Dutch  Eaft  India  Company, 
as  their  mark  was  engraven  on  the  filver.  The 
Raja,  and  the  principal  officer  of  his  houfhold, 
were  CLmmonly  habited  in  night  gowns  of  or- 
dinary chintz ;  but  one  time,  when  Captain 
Cook  waited  on  the  Raja,  he  was  drefled  in  a 
black  fluff  robe. 

Mofl  of  the  men  had  their  names  marked  on 
their  arms,  and  the  women  a  black  ornament 
juit  under  the  bend  of  the  elbow,  imprefTed  fo 
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that  it  could  not  be  rubbed  out.  On  enquiry 
'  it  was  found,  that  this  pradtice  had  been  common 
among  the  Indians  long  before  they  were  vi- 
fited  by  any  Europeans ;  and  it  was  faid, 
that  the  necks  and  breails  of  the  inhabitants 
of  the  adjacent  iQands  were  marked  with 
circles. 

It  could  not  be  certainly  known  how  thefe 
black  marks  were  imprefled  •,  but  the  following 
cxtraft  from  M.  Boflu's  account  of  fome  Indians 
who  dwell  on  the  banks   of  the   Akanza,  a 
river  in  North  America,  will  afford  a  very  pro- 
bable conjecture  how  the  operation  is  perform- 
ed.— "  The  Akanzas  (fays  this  writer)  have 
•'  adopted  me,  and,  as  a  mark  of  my  privilege, 
•'  have  imprinted  the  figure  of  a  roe- buck  upon 
•*  my  thigh,  which  was  done  in  this  manner : 
*«  an  Indian  having  burnt  fome  ftraw,  diluted  the 
"  afhes  with  water,  and,  with  this  mixture,  drew 
the  figure  upon  my  fkin  i  he  then  retraced  it 
by  pricking  the  lines  with  needles,  fo  as  at 
every  junfture  juft  to  draw  the  blood,  and 
the  blood  mixing  with  the  alhes  of  the  ftraw, 
forms  a  figure  which  can  never  be  effaced." 
The  houfes  on  the  ifland  of  Savu  are  of  dif- 
ferent lengths,  from  twenty  feet  to  four  hun- 
dred, according  to  the  rank  of  the  inhabitant, 
and  are  fixed  on  pofts  about  four  or  five  feet 
from  the  ground.     The  houfes  are  generally  di- 
vided into  three  rooms  of  equal  fize,  the  center 
room  being  fet  apart  for  the  ufe  of  the  women ; 
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and  fometimcs  fmaller  rooms  are  enclofed  from 
the  fides  of  the  building,  the  whole  of  which 
is  thatched  with  the  leaves  of  the  palm-tree. 

The  natives  cat  of  all  th'  imc  animals  which 
the  ifland  produces,  but  they  prefer  the  hog  to 
all  the  reft;  next  to  hogs  flcfli  they  admire 
that  of  the  horfe,  to  which  fucceeds  the  Buffalo, 
and  then  the  poultry  -,  and  they  like  the  flefh 
of  cats  and  dogs  much  better  than  that  of  goats 
and  fheep.  Fifli  is  not  eaten  but  by  the  poorer 
people,  nor  even  by  them,  but  when  fome  bu<- 
finefs  demands  their  attendance  near  the  fea- 
coaft ;  and  then  each  man  has  a  fmall  calling 
net,  which  he  wears  tied  round  his  body  when 
he  has  not  occafion  to  ufe  it. 

The  fan-palm  is  the  moft  remarkable,  and 
moft  ufeful  tree  that  grows  on  the  ifland,  its 
ufes  being  equally  great  and  various  :  foon  af- 
ter the  buds  put  forth  the  natives  cut  them,  and 
tying  under  them  little  baflcets  formed  of  the 
leaves  of  the  tree,  a  liquor  drops  into  them, 
which  has  the  tafte  of  a  light  wine,  and  is  the 
common  liquor  of  all  the  inhabitants.  The 
men  climb  the  trees  twice  a  day  to  bring  down 
this  liquor ;  but  as  a  great  deal  more  is  thus 
obtained  than  can  be  confumed  by  drinking,  a 
part  of  the  remainder  is  made  into  coarle  fu- 
gar,  very  excellent  of  its  kind ;  and  the  reft  is 
boiled  in  earthen  pots,  till  it  is  reduced  to  a 
fyrup,  refembling  treacle,  but  of  a  much  finer 
flavour ;  and  with  this  fyrup  the  natives  fatten 
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their  hogs  and  dogs.  The  leaves  of  the  tree 
are  applied  to  the  various  ufes  of  making  to- 
bacco pipes,  umbrellas,  cups,  bafkecs,  and 
the  thatching  of  houfes.  The  fruit  of  this 
tree  is  nearly  of  the  fize  of  a  full  grown  turnip ; 
but  the  natives  are  not  fond  of  it,  nor  do  they 
fufFer  much  of  it  to  come  to  perfc6Hon,  as  they 
wound  the  bloflbms  for  the  fake  of  the  liquor 
that  diftils  from  them  ;  the  kernels  of  the  fruit 
muft  be  eaten  before  it  is  ripe,  otherwifc  they 
are  fo  hard,  that  the  teeth  will  not  penetrate 
them. 

As  wood  for  firing  is  very  fcarce  on  the  ifland, 
the  natives,  by  the  following  method,  make  a 
very  little  of  it  anfwer  the  ends  of  cookery  aud 
diftillation.  A  hollow  is  dug  under  ground, 
in  a  diredt  line,  about  two  yards  long,  with 
a  hole  at  each  end,  one  of  which  is  large  and 
the  other  fmall  ;  the  fire  is  put  in  at  the 
largeft  ho'e,  while  the  fmaller  one  ferves  for 
a  draught.  Circular  holes  arc  made  through 
the  earth,  which  covers  this  cavity;  and  on 
thefe  holes  are  fet  earthen  pots,  which 
being  large  in  the  middle,  and  fmaller  to- 
wards the  bottom,  the  fire  adts  upon  a  con- 
fiderablc  part  of  their  furface.  Thefe  pots 
contain,  moft  commonly,  about  eight  or  nine 
gallons  each,  and  they  are  kept  continually 
boiling,  with  a  very  trifling  quantity  of  fuel, 
fuch  as  a  palm-leaf,  or  a  dry  flalk;  in  this 

mann^ 
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iwanner  all  their  viftu...*   »re  b  .led,  as  well 
as  their  iyriip  and  fugar 

Both  the  men  and  women  chew  be*  anc! 
arecaj  nlixed  with  a  fort  of  lime,  cc  pored 
of  fliells  and  coral  ftones  ;  and  as  tnty  fre- 
quently add  tobacco  to  tht  other  ingredients, 
and  acquire  this  difgnflful  praftice  almoft  in 
their  infancy,  there  is  not  a  fvveet  breath,  or  a 
found  fct  of  teeth  in  the  whole  ifland.  The/ 
lometimes  fmoke  tobacco,  and  the  women,  par- 
ticularly, fvvallow  the  fmoke.  Their  pipes  are 
nhdc  of  the  palm -leaf,  about  the  fize  of  a 
goofe  quill,  and  half  a  foot  long,  in  one  end  of 
which  they  put  the  tobacco  dcligned  for  fmok- 

The  ifland  confifts  of  five  divifions,  each  of 
which  has  a  Raja,  or  chief  Governor,  of  its  own. 
Thefe  divifions  are  called  Timo,  Massara, 
Regeeua,  Laai,  and  Seba.  It  was  on  this 
laft  divifion  that  our  Enfrlifli  adventurers  went 
on  (bore  :  the  Raja  of  which  was  between  thirty 
and  forty  years  of  age,  and  remarkable  for  his 
corpulency.  He  governs  his  people  with  the 
molt  abfolute  authority,  but  takes  on  him  very 
little  of  the  parade,  or  pomp  of  royalty.  The 
prime  miniller,  who  has  been  heretofore  men- 
tioned, appeared  to  be  inverted  with  great  pow- 
er, and  almoft  wholly  to  diredl  the  actions  of 
the  Raja  -,  yet,  fuch  were  the  abilities  and  inte- 
grity of  this  man,  that  the  people  univerlally 
adored  him.    ^Yhen  any  difpute  happens  among 
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the  natives,  it  is  inftantly  fettled  by  the  Raja 
and  his  counfellors,  in  the  mod  equitable  and 
fatisfadlory  manner. 

The  hiftory  of  this  ifland  depends  chiefly  on 
the  authority  of  Mr.  Lange,  the  Dutch  fadlor, 
-who  informed  Captain  Cook,  that  it  was  able 
to  raife  feven  thoufand  three  hundred  fighting 
men,  on  the  fliortefl  notice.  Thefe  are  armed 
"With  lances,  fpears,  mulkets,  targets,  and  pole- 
axes,  whicli  lafl:  are  not  unlike  a  wood-bill, 
only  that  they  are  much  heavier,  and  have 
itrait  edges.  The  natives  are  fo  expert  in  the 
ufc  of  their  lunces,  that  they  will  throw 
them  with  fuch  force  and  exa<5lnefs,  as  to  pierce 
a  man  through  the  heart  at  the  diftance  of  fixty 
or  feventy  yards.  Notwithftanding  this  IkilL 
and  difpofition  for  war,  it  is  faid,  that  the  Rajas 
have  lived  in  the  moll  perfe<5t  harmony  for  fe» 
veral  ages. 

While  Captain  Cook  was  on  the  ifland  he  faw 
a  great  gun  before  the  town-houfe,  and  fome 
fvvivels  and  pateraroes ;  but  the  great  gun,  which 
was  almofl:  confumed  by  rufl:,  lay  with  the  touch- 
hole  to  the  ground,  and  the  fwivels  and  pate- 
raroes were  not  in  their  carriages.  In  the  town* 
houfe  were  a  number  of  fpears  and  targets,  of 
as  many  different  fizes  as  there  were  weapons  ; 
and  with  thefe  the  natives  were  armed  when 
they  came  down  with  Dr.  Solander,  with  a  view 
to  influence  the  market.  The  infides  of  the 
muflvets  were  almoU  deftroyed  by  rufl:,  though. 

their 
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their  outfides  were  kept  clean  and  bright :  the 
men  had  very  little,  if  any,  powder  or  ball  in 
their  cartridge-boxes  ;  but  a  piece  of  paper  was 
put  into  each  hole,  as  if  they  had  been  pro- 
perly furnifhed.  It  has  been  already  mention- 
ed, that  they  marched  in  the  moll  irregular 
manner-,  and  each  man  brought  with  him  a  lit- 
tle tobacco,  a  fowl,  or  fome  other  trifle,  for 
fale. 

The  inhabitants  of  Savu  are  divided  into 
five  ranks  •,  the  Rajas,  the  land-owners,  manu- 
facturers, labourers,  and  flaves.  The  lane 
owners  are  refpedted  in  proportion  to  the  extent 
of  their  lands,  and  the  number  of  their  flaves, 
which  lafl:  are  bought  and  fold  with  the  efliatcs 
to  which  they  belong;  but  when  a  flave  is 
bought  feparately,  a  fat  hog  is  the  price  of  the 
purchafe.  Though  a  man  may  fell  his  flave  in 
this  manner,  or  cohvey  him  with  his  lands,  yet 
his  power  over  hin*  extends  no  farther,  for  he 
mufl:  not  even  fl:rike  him  without  the  Raja*s 
permiflion.  The  eftates  of  thefe  land-owners 
are  of  very  different  extent ;  for  fome  of  them 
poflefs  not  above  five  flaves,  and  fome  five  hun- 
dred. When  a  man  of  rank  goes  abroad,  one 
of  his  flaves  follows  him,  with  a  filver  hilted 
fword  or  hanger,  ornamented  with  horfe  hair 
taflels  i  while  another  is  furniflied  with  a  little 
bag,  containing  tobacco,  betle,  areca,  and  lime; 
and  even  the  Rajas  themfelves  take  no  farther 
(tate  I'pon  them. 
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The  natives  of  Savu  entertain  a  veneration 
for  antiquity,  fiiperior,  perhaps,  to  that  of  any 
other  people   in  the  world.     I'heir  principal 
boafl:  is  a  long  line  of  venerable  ancellors  :  the 
houfes  that  have  been  well  tenanted  for  fuccel- 
five  generations  are  held  in  the  higheft  efteem  ; 
and  even  the  (lones,  which  are  worn  fmooth  by 
having  been  fat  upon  for  ages,  become  valua- 
ble from   that  very   circumftance :    the   man 
whofe  progenitors  have  bequeathed  him  any  of 
thefe  (tones,   or  whofe  opulence  has  enabled 
him  to  purchafe  them,  caufes  them  to  be  rang- 
ed round  his  habitation,  for  his  fcrvants  and 
flaves  to  fit  upon. 

In  the  chief  town  of  each  diftridb  the  Raja 
caules  a  huge  (lone  to  be  fet  up,  as  a  monument 
of  his  reign.     Thirteen  fuch  iloncs  were  fecn 
in  the  province  of  tieba,  and  the  remains  of 
many  others,  that  have  fuffered  greatly  by  the 
wailing  hand  of  time.     Thefe  Hones  are  all 
placed  on  the  top  of  a  hill,  and  fome  of  them 
are  fo  enormouQy  large,  that  it  is  impoflible  to 
conceive  by  what  contrivance  they  could  have 
been  placed  in  fuch  a  fituation,  nor  could  any 
information  in  this  refpecl  be  obtained  from  the 
natives.     From  thefe  monuments  it  is  evident, 
that  the  ifland  has  been  regularly  governed  for 
a  feries  of  ages  palt. 

On  the  death  of  a  Raja,  proclamation  is  made 
tliat  all  his  fubjefls  (hall  hold  a  folemn  feftival ; 
on  which  they  proceed  to  the  hill  where  thefe 
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(tones  are  eroded,  and  feaft  for  feveral  weeks 
or  months,  killing  every  animal  that  can  be 
found,  to  furnifh  out  the  treat,  which  is  daily 
ferved  upon  the  monumental  (tones.  When  the 
whole  ftock  is  exhaufted,  they  are  compelled 
to  a  fevere  fail ;  and  when  it  happens  that  the 
feaft  ends  in  the  dry  fcafon,  when  they  cannot 
get  vegetables  to  eat,  they  have  no  other  fub- 
fiftance  than  the  palm  fyrup  and  water,  till  the 
few  animals  that  efcape  the  general  mafTacre 
have  bred  a  fufficicnt  number  for  a  fredi  fupply ; 
except  indeed  that  the  adjacent  diftridts  nwy 
afford  fome  relief.  The  natives  of  Savu  have  an 
inftrument  v/iih  which  they  clear  the  cotton  of 
its  feeds,  which  is  only  about  feven  inches  in 
height,  and  fourteen  in  length-,  but  is  conftruc- 
ted  on  common  mechanical  principles.  They 
have  likewife  a  machine,  with  which  they  fpin 
by  hand,  in  the  fame  manner  as  the  women  of 
England  did,  before  the  ufe  of  fpinning-wheels 
was  known.  The  yarn  they  mike  is  dyed  as 
before-mentioned,  and  they  were  once  obferved 
to  be  dying  fome  girdles  for  the  women,  of  a 
deep  red  colour. 

The  natives  in  general  are  robufl:  and  heakhyi 
and  had  the  appearance  of  being  long-lived. 
The  fmall-pox  has  found  its  way  to  this  ifland, 
and  is  as  much  dreaded  as  the  peftilence :  when 
this  dilbrder  attacks  any  perfon,  he  is  carried 
to  fome  fpot  at  a  great  dillance  from  any  houfe, 
\vhere  his  food  is  conveyed  to  him  by  means 
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of  a  long  ftick,  for  no  one  will  venture  very 
near  the  invalid,  who  is  thus  left  to  take  his 
chance  of  life  or  death. 

The  ifiand  of  Savu  having  been  vifited  by 
the  Portuguefe  almoft  at  their  firft  failing  into 
this  part  of  the  world,  they  elVablilhed  a  fet- 
tlement  upon  it;  but  in  a  little  time  they  were 
fuccceded  by  the  Dutch,  who,  though  they  did 
not  formally  pofTefs  themfelves  of  the  ifland, 
fent  a  number  of  trading  veffels  to  eftablifii  a 
commerce  with  the  natives.  It  is  thought  that 
the  Dutch  purchafes  are  chiefly  confined  to 
provifions  for  the  fupply  cf  the  Spice  Iflands, 
the  inhabitants  of  which,  cultivating  almoft 
every  fpot  of  ground  for  the  fpice  trade,  breed 
but  a  fmall  number  of  cattle.  A  few  years 
ago  the  Dutch  Eaft  India  Company  made  an 
agreement  vvith  the  feveiai  Rajas  of  the  ifland, 
by  which  it  was  covenanted,  that  a  quantity  of 
rice,  maize,  and  calevances  fliould  be  annually 
furnilhed  to  the  Dutch,  who,  in  return,  fupply 
the  Rajas  with  arrack,  cutlery  wares,  linen, 
filk,  and  Ibme  other  things.  Small  veflels, 
each  of  which  is  manned  by  ten  Indians,  are 
fent  from  Timor,  to  bring  away  the  maize  and 
calevances,  and  a  fliip  which  brings  the  articles 
which  are  furnifhed  by  the  Dutch,  receives  the 
rice  on  board  once  a  year :  and  there  being 
three  bays  on  the  coafl:,  this  veflel  anchors  in 
each  of  them  in  its  turn.  The  Rajas  accept  the 
Dutch  articles  of  commerce  as  a  prefent  -,  and 
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they  and  their  chief  attendants  drink  inccflant- 
ly  o/  the  arrack  till  it  is  all  gone.  In  the  agree- 
ment abovementioned,  the  Rajas  ftipulated, 
that  a  Dutch  refident  Ihould  be  conftantly  on 
the  ifland,  to  obferve  that  their  part  of  the  con- 
trad  was  fulfilled. 

The  Dutch  having  thus  concluded  the  treaty, 
fent  Mr.  Lange  to  ad  as  their  refident,  and  a 
kind  of  aflifliant  to  him,  whofe  father  was  a  Por- 
tuguefe,  and  hi^  mother  a  native  of  Timor, 
with  one  Frederick  Craig,  whofe  father  was  a 
Dutchman,  and  his  mother  an  Indian.  Once 
every  two  months  Lange  is  attended  by  fifty 
flaves  on  horfe-back,  and  in  this  Hate  vifits  each 
of  the  Rajas,  and,  if  the  crops  are  ripe,  or- 
ders vefl^els  to  convey  them  immediately  to  Ti- 
mor, fo  that  they  are  not  even  houfed  on  the 
ifland.  It  is  a  part  of  Lange's  bufinefs  to  per- 
fuade  the  land-owners  to  plant,  if  he  fees  that 
there  has  been  any  negled  on  their  part.  He 
conftantly  takes  with  him  a  quantity  of  arrackg 
by  the  help  of  which  he  does  not  fail  of  making 
advantageous  bargains  with  the  Rajas. 

Lange  had  been  on  this  ifland  ten  years,  dur- 
ing all  which  time  he  had  not  feen  a  white  per- 
fon,  except  thofe  who  came  annually  in  the 
Dutch  fliip  to  carry  off  the  rice.  He  is  marri- 
ed to  an  Indian  woman,  a  native  of  the  ifland 
of  Timor,  and  he  lives  in  the  fame  manner  as 
the  inhabitants  of  Savu,  whofe  language  he 
Ipeaks  better  than  any  other ;  like  them  too  he 
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fits  on  the  ground  and  chews  betle,  and  has  (a 
perfe«5tly  adopted  their  manners,  that  he  is  an 
ablblute  Indian,  except  in  drefs  and  complexion. 

Mr.  Craig  is  employed  in  teaching  the  chil- 
dren to  write  and  read,  and  inftrudling  them  in 
the  principles  of  Chriftiansty.  The  new  tefta- 
ment,  a  c^^-echilm,  and  Ibme  other  Tmall  books 
of  divinity,  have  been  printed  in  the  language 
of  Savu,  and  the  adjacent  iflands,  at  the  ex- 
pence  of  the  Dutch.  Mr.  Craig  faid,  there 
were  fix  hundred  Chriftians  in  the  townfliip  of 
Seba  only ;  yet  there  is  neither  a  church  nor  a 
clergyman  throughout  the  ifland. 

The  religion  of  fuch  of  the  natives  of  Savu 
as  have  not  embraced  Chriftianity,  is  a  fingular 
fort  of  Paganifin,  as  every  man  makes  choice 
of  his  own  God,  and  worfliips  him  according 
to  his  own  fancy ;  fo  that  the  variety  of  Dei- 
ties, and  the  methods  of  adoring  them,  are 
fcarcely  fewer  than  the  number  of  inhabitants^ 
The  morality  of  thefc  people,  however,  is  of 
the  purefi:  kind.  A  robbery  is  fcarce  ever  com- 
mitted, and  a  murder  is  never  perpetrated, 
"When  any  difputes  arife  between  the  natives, 
they  inftantly  fubmit  the  point  in  debate  to  the 
decifion  of  the  Raja,  and  refi:  perfectly  fatisfied 
with  his  determination.  No  man  is  permitted 
to  marry  more  than  one  wife  •,  yet  a  violation  of 
the  marriage  bed,  or  even  the  crime  of  fimple 
fornication,  is  almoll  wholly  unknown  among 
them.    Happy   people!    the  purity  of  whofe 
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hiorals  renders  them  fit  objeds  of  the  envy  and 
emulation  of  the  Chriftian  world. 

Of  the  iQands  in  the  neighbourhood  of  Sa- 
vu, the  principal  is  Timor,  which  is  annually 
vifited  by  the  Dutch  refidents  on  the  other 
iflands,  in  order  to  make  up  their  accounts. 
Some  of  the  towns  on  the  north  fide  of  Timor 
are  in  the  hands  of  the  Portuguefe ;  but  the 
Dutch  poffefs  the  far  greater  proportion  of  the 
ifland,  on  which  they  have  built  a  fort,  and 
ere<5bed  feveral  ftore-houfes. 

There  are  three  fmall  iflands,  called  the  So- 
lars, which  produce  a  great  abundance  of  the 
various  necefiTaries  of  life,  that  are  carried  in 
fmall  veffels  to  the  Dutch  fettlement  on  the 
ifland  of  Timor :  thefe  iflands  are  low  and  flat^ 
and  one  of  them  has  a  commodious  harbour, 

Wefliward  from  the  Solars  lies  the  little  ifland 
of  Ende,  which  is  yet  in  the  poflefllon  of  the 
Portuguefe,  who  have  built  a  confiderable  town, 
called  Larntuca,  on  the  north-caft  point  of  it  \ 
and  clofe  to  the  town  is  an  harbour  where  (hips 
may  ride  in  fafety. 

The  ifland  of  Rotte  has  a  Dutch  refident  on 
it,  whole  bufinefs  is  fimilar  to  that  of  Mr. 
Lange  on  the  ifland  of  Savu :  Rotte  produces, 
befides  fuch  things  as  are  common  to  the  other 
iflands,  a  confiderable  quantity  of  fugar,  which, 
is  now  made  to  a  great  degree  of  perfedlion. 

There  is  like  wife  a  fmall  ifland  lyinoj  to  the 
weftward  of  Savu,  the  chief  produce  of  which 
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is  areca-niits,  of  which  the  Dutch  receive,  iti 
exchange  for  European  commodities,  as  large 
a  quantity  every  year  as  will  load  two  veflels. 

A  French  fliip  was  wrecked  on  the  coaft  of 
Timor,  about  two  years  before  the  Endeavour 
was  in  thefe  leas.  She  had  been  lodged  on  the 
;-ock  feveral  days,  when  the  wind  tore  her  to 
pieces  in  an  inftant,  and  the  Captain,  with  the 
greater  number  of  the  feamcn,  were  drowned  ; 
but  a  Lieutenant  and  about  eighty  men  having 
reached  the  fhore,  travelled  acrofs  the  country 
of  Con'-^idia,  where  their  immediate  neceffities 
were  relieved,  after  which  they  returned  to  the 
wreck,  in  company  with  fome  Dutch  and  In- 
dians, who  aflifted  them  in  recovering  all  their 
chefts  of  bullion,  fome  of  their  guns,  and  other 
efteds :  which  being  done,  they  returned  to 
Concordia,  where  they  remained  feveral  weeks ; 
but,  in  this  interval,  death  made  fuch  havock 
among  them,  that  not  above  half  their  number 
remained  to  be  fent  to  their  native  country, 
which  was  done  as  foon  as  a  veflel  could  be  fit- 
ted out  for  that  purpofe. 

To  clofe  the  account  of  the  ifland  of  Savu, 
it  now  only  remains  to  give  the  following  fpe- 
cimen  of  the  language  of  its  inhabitants. 

Specimen  of  the  language  of  the  inhabitants  of 
the  ifland  of  Savu, 

Momonne,  J  man, 

Monama^  Jn  old  man. 

Monecopia^ 


ROUND  THE    WORLD. 

Monecopai, 

A  boy. 

Anawuneekee, 

A  child. 

Madda, 

^he  eyes. 

Otaile, 

The  temples. 

Sivanga, 

The  nofe. 

Tangarei, 

The  forehead. 

Cavaranga, 

The  sheeks. 

Vaio, 

The  tongue. 

Lacoco, 

The  neck. 

Diiloo, 

The  belly. 

Pagavee, 

The  chin. 

Camaccoo 

The  arms. 

Wulalea, 

The  hand. 

Rootoo, 

The  kneesi 

Baibo, 

The  legs. 

Duneeala, 

The  feet. 

Row, 

Hair, 

Gnaca, 

A  dog. 

Vavee, 

A  hog. 

Doomba, 

A  fheep: 

Maio, 

A  cat. 

Doleela, 

A  bird. 

DulloO; 

An  egg. 

Nudoo, 

AJiJh, 

Unjoo, 

A  turik. 

Vooe, 

Fruit, 

Nai, 

Tobacco, 

Yirroo, 

Oranges, 

Arre, 

Rice. 

Lodo, 

The  fun. 

^Wurroo, 

The  moon. 
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Vooe, 

Fruit, 

Nai, 

Tobacco, 

Yirroo, 

Oranges, 

Arre, 

Rice. 

Lodo, 

The  fun. 

^Wurroo, 

The  moon. 
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Booro, 

Bread. 

Cova, 

A  coat. 

Capa, 

A  Jhip. 

Soorec, 

Red. 

Bulla, 

Black. 

Sao-lodo, 

The  morning. 

Munda-lodo, 

The  evenings 

o. 

Tes. 

Gnaa, 

To  eat. 

Neenawei, 

To  drink. 

Ta  eaco. 

To  walk. 

Ta  rai. 

To  run. 

Ta  mudjc. 

To  talk. 

Ta  bunge. 

To  fneezf^ 

Iffe,  or  uffc. 

One. 

Rooe, 

Two. 

Tulloo, 

ThreCi 

Uppa, 

Four, 

Lumee, 

Five^ 

Unna, 

Six. 

Petoo, 

Seven. 

Aroo, 

.    Eight, 

Saio, 

Nine, 

Singooroo, 

Ten, 

Singooroo  ifle. 

Eleven. 

The  Endeavour  failed  from  the  ifland  of  Sa- 
vu  on  the  2  ift  of  September  1770,  and  bent; 
her  courfe  weftward.  In  the  afternoon  of  this 
day  a  little  flat  ifland  was  difcovered  in  10  de- 
grees 47  minutes  fouth  latitude,  and  238  de- 
grees 
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<»vees  28  minutes  weft  longitude,  which  has  not 
been  laid  down  in  any  or  the  v  harts  hitherto 
publifhcd. 

When  the  fliip  got  clear  of  the  feveral  iflands 
befo'":- mentioned,  there  was  a  continual  fwell 
Of  the  feafrom  the  ibuth,  which  Captain  Cook 
imputed  to  the  pofition  of  the  coaft  of  New 
South  Wales,  imagining  it  to  have  determined 
the  fea  in  that  dire6tion. 

On  the  28th  they  fteered  north- weft  the  whole 
day,  in  order  to  get  fight  of  the  land  of  Java  ; 
and  on  the  30th  the  Captain  received  from  moft 
of  the  officers  and  feamen  their  refpeftive  jour- 
nals of  the  voyage,  regarding  which  he  advifed 
them  to  obferve  the  moft  profound  fecrecy :  and 
he  likewife  poflefifed  himfelf  of  the  log-book. 
In  the  night  following  there  was  a  ftorm  of 
thunder  and  lightning,  when  the  land  of  Java 
was  feen  to  the  eaftward  by  the  brightnefs  of  the 
lightning.  In  the  morning  they  had  fight  of 
the  ifland  of  Cracatoa,  which  is  Angular  for  the 
height  of  its  peak. 

Early  in  the  morning  of  the  2d  of  Odlober, 
when  the  fhip  was  in  fifteen  fathom  water,  flic 
was  clofe  in  with  the  coaft  of  Java,  along  which 
they  now  fteered.  As  their  faithful  Indian 
friend  Tupia  was  at  this  time  extremely  ill,  the 
Captain  difpatched  a  boat  to  the  ftiore,  to  en- 
deavour to  bring  him  fome  refrefliing  fruits,  and 
likewife  to  procure  grafs  for  the  buffaloes.  As 
foon  as  the  boat  landed,  the  inhabitants  aflifted 
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the  feamen  in  cutting  grafs  for  the  cattle,  and 
in  gathering  a  bunch  of  plantains  and  a  few  co- 
coa nuts,  for  which  they  received  a  (hilling,  and 
which  were  brought  off  to  the  (hip.  The  land 
of  Java  had  a  delightful  appearance,  being 
every  where  well  covered  with  trees. 

This  day  they  had  fight  of  two  Dutch  ve(rels, 
and  an  officer  being  diipatched  to  one  of  them, 
to  learn  any  interefting  intelligence,  he  brought 
word  back,  that  the  Swallow   had  reached  the 
Engli(h  channel  in  fafety,  that  difputes   were 
Carried  to  great  lengths  at  home,  in  regard  to 
the  minifters,  and  in  America,  on  account  of 
taxes  J  and  that  the  Ruffians,  Poles  and  Turks, 
were  embroiled  in  a  war.     The  officer  faid,  that 
the  veflTels  were  Dutch  Eaft  Indiamen,  bound 
from  Batavia,  one  of  them  to  the  coa(t  of  Ma- 
labar, and  the  other  to  the  ifland  of  Ceylon  : 
he  faid  likewife,  that  there  was  a  kind  of  packet- 
boat,  which  he  had  been  told,  was  appointed 
to  carry  letters  from  fuch  Dutch  (hips  as  came 
thither  to  Batavia  •,  but  Captain  Cook  conjec- 
tured, that  her  bufinefs  was  to  examine  fuch 
ihips  as  (hould  pafs  the  Streight. 

The  (hip  had  now  been  fome  hours  at  an- 
chor i  but  a  light  breeze  fpringing  up  in  the 
evening,  they  got  under  fail,  and  continued  to 
proceed  at  a  (low  rate  during  the  night.  On 
the  3d,  in  the  morning,  the  Dutch  packet-boat 
was  obferved  failing  after  the  Endeavour ;  but 
Ihe  bore  away  again  on  the  (hifting  of  the  wind. 
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This  changing  of  the  wind  obliging  the  En- 
deavour to  come  to  an  anchor,  t!ie  mailer  of 
the  packet-boat  came  along-fide  of  her,  in  one 
of  the  boats  belonging  to  the  country,. bringing 
with  him  rice-birds,  monkies,  parrots,  parro- 
quets,  ducks,  fowls,  turtle,  and  other  things, 
with  an  intention  to  fell  them  ;  but  as  the  Rock 
which  had  been  laid  in  at  Savu  was  not  yet  con- 
fumed,  and  he  had  fixed  very  high  prices  on 
his  commodities,  very  few  articles  were  pur- 
chafed  :  the  Captain,  however,  bought  twenty 
or  thirty  fowls,  and  a  fmall  turtle. 

The  mafter  of  the  packet-boat  had  brought 
with  him  two  books,  in  one  or  which  he  wrote 
down  the  Captain's  name,  and  that  of  the  vef- 
fel,  to  be  fent  to  the  Governor  and  Council  of 
the  Indies  ;  and  in  the  other  book  he  requelled 
that  fome  of  the  gentlemen  on  board  would 
likewife  write  down  the  name  of  the  veflfel,  with 
that  of  the  Captain  ;  where  The  came  from,  to 
what  port  (he  was  bound,  and  as  many  particu- 
lars lefpeding  any  perfon  on  board,  as  them- 
felves  might  think  neceflary,  to  fatisfy  the  curio- 
fity  of  any  of  their  friends  who  might  afterwards 
enquire  for  them.  In  this  book  many  Por- 
tuguefe  veflels,  and  fome  of  other  countries 
had  made  entries  of  the  fame  kmd  ;  but  a  Lieu- 
tenant on  board  the  Endeavour  having  written 
the  Ihip's  name,  added  only  the  words,  "  from 
Europe  •"  ycc  of  this  the  mafter  of  the  packet 
took  no  other  notice,  than  by  faying  he  was 
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content  with  whatever  they  were  pljafed  tci 
write,  which  was  intended  folely  for  the  infor- 
mation of  their  friends. 

They  now  weighed  the  anchor,  and  made 
repeated  attempts  to  fail  j  but  the  wind  not 
blowing  fo  as  to  enable  the  vcflel  to  ftem  the 
current,  ftie  lay  to  till  the  morning  of  the  5th, 
when  a  Dutch  officer  came  along-fidc  the  fliip, 
and  fent  a  printed  paper  to  the  Captain,  in  ex- 
ceeding bad  Englirti  5  the  contents  of  which 
were  to  enquire, 

I  ft.  The  (hip's  name,  and  to  what  nation  (he 
belonged  ? 

2d,  Whether  fhc  came  from  Europe,  or  any 
other  place  ? 

3d.  What  place  (he  had  laft  departed  from.^ 

4th,  To  what  place  (he  was  bound  ? 

5th,  How  many  fiiips  belonging  to  the  Dutch 
Company  had  been  feen  at  the  laft  coaft  the  ftiip 
had  left,  and  their  names  ? 

6th,  If  one  or  more  of  thefe  ftiips  had  been 
in  company  with  the  Endeavour,  and  was  or 
were  failed  for  that,  or  any  other  place  ? 

7th,  If,  during  the  voyage,  any  thing  re- 
markable had  happened,  or  been  feen  ? 

8th,  If  any  ftiips  had  been  feen  and  hailed 
at  fea,  or  in  the  ftreight  of  Sunda,  and  what 
they  were  ? 

9th,  if  they  had  brought  any  other  news  wor- 
thy of  attention,  from  the  place  whence  tiie 
Ihip  took  her  laft  departure  j  or  if  any  thing 
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clfe  had  happened  during  the  voyage,  that  was 
worth  communicating. 

Thefe  quellions  were  underfigned,  "  Batavia, 
in  the  caftle.  By  order  of  the  Governor  Ge- 
neral, and  the  CounfcUors  of  India,  J.  Bran- 

DER  BUNGL,    Sec." 

It  was  obferved,  that  the  officer  had  many 
other  papers  of  the  fame  kind,  in  French,  Dutch, 
and  other  languages.  Captain  Cook  c  d  not 
think  proper  to  anfwer  any  of  the  above  qucf- 
tions,  except  the  firft  and  the  fourth.  When 
the  Dutchman  obferved  this,  he  laid,  that  an- 
fwers  to  the  other  quellions  were  not  material ; 
yet  he  feemed  to  contradiift  what  he  had  juft 
advanced,  by  faying,  that  he  muft  difpatch  the 
paper  to  Batavia,  and  that  it  would  reach  that 
place  by  noon  on  the  following  day.  This  in- 
cident is  particularly  recorded,  becaufe  the  ex- 
amining the  (hips  which  fail  through  the 
ftreight,  is  faid  to  be  a  piece  of  Dutch  policy 
of  very  modern  date. 

As  foon  a*?  the  Dutch  officer  was  departed, 
the  anchor  was  weighed ;  but  the  (hip  was 
obliged  to  come  to  an  anchor  again  in  about  four 
hours,  for  want  of  wind  to  enable  her  properly 
to  ftem  the  current.  A  breeze  foon  fpringing  up, 
the  velTel  held  on  her  way  till  the  following 
morning,  when  (he  was  again  obliged  to  be 
brought  to  an  anchor,  owing  to  the  rapidity  of 
the  current.  This  day  and  the  next  they 
weighed  the  anchor,  and  brought   to  feveral 
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times.  On  the  8  th  they  weighed,  and  flood 
clear  of  a  large  ledge  of  rocks,  which  they 
had  been  near  running  fowl  of  the  preceding 
daj'  i  but  before  noon  this  day  they  were  onee 
more  obliged  to  anchor  near  a  little  ifland, 
which  was  not  laid  down  in  any  chart  that 
they  had  on  board.  It  is  one  of  thole  that  bear 
the  name  of  the  Milles  ifles  •,  and  IVIelTrs.  So- 
lander  and  Banks  having  landed  upon  it,  col- 
lected a  few  plants,  and  (hot  a  bat  which  was 
a  yard  long,  being  meafured  from  the  extreme 
points  of  the  wings  -,  they  alfo  kiUed  a  few 
plovers,  in  all  refpeds  like  the  Englilh  golden 
plover.  On  this  ifland,  the  breadth  of  which 
does  not  exceed  one  hundred  yards,  and  the 
length  five  hundred,  they  found  a  houfe,  and 
a  little  fpot  of  cultivated  ground,  and  on  it 
arew  the  Palwa  Cbrijli,  from  which  the  Weil 
Indians  make  the  caftor  oil. 

In  a  little  time  after  the  gentlemen  came 
back  to  the  (hip,  fome  Malays  came  along- 
fide,  in  a  boat,  bringing  with  them  fome 
pumi^kins,  dried  fifh,  and  turtle  for  falc :  one 
of  the  turtles,  which  weig'..«d  near  one  hundred 
and  fifty  pounds,  they  fold  for  a  dollar,  and 
feemed  to  exped  the  fame  piece  of  money  for 
their  pumpkins ;  but  it  being  hinted  to  them 
that  a  dollar  was  too  much,  they  defired  that 
one  might  be  cut,  and  a  piece  of  it  given  to 
them  :  but  this  not  being  complied  with,  they 
at  length  fold  fix  and  twenty  pumpkins  for  a 
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Portuguefe  petacka.  When  they  departed  they 
iiutimated  their  wifhes,  that  this  tranfadtion 
might  not  be  mentioned  at  Eatavia. 

The  (hip  now  made  but  flow  way  till  night, 
when  the  land  breeze  fpringing  up,  they  failed 
to  the  caft  fouth-eaft,  and  on  the  following  day, 
by  the  afllftance  of  the  fea  breeze,  they  came 
to  an  anchor  in  the  road  of  Batavia.  At  this 
place  they  found  a  number  of  large  Dutch  . 
velTels,  the  Harcourt  Eaft  Indiaman  from  Eng- 
land, which  had  loft  her  paiTage  to  China,  and 
two  fliips  belonging  to  the  private  trade  of  our 
India  Company.  ,.  s   . 

The  Endeavour  had  no  fooner  anchored, 
than  a  fhip  was  obferved,  with  a  broad  pendant 
flying,  from  which  a  boat  was  difpatched  to 
demand  the  name  of  the  veflel,  with  that  of 
the  Commander,  &c.  To  thefe  enquiries  Cap- 
tain Cook  gave  fuch  aniwers  as  he  thought 
propel,  and  the  officer  who  commanded  the  boat 
departed.  This  gentleman  and  the  crew  that 
attended  him  were  fo  worn  down  by  the  un- 
healthinefs  of  the  climate,  that  they  appeared 
but  as  the  fliadows  of  men  *,  which  the  Captain 
deemed  a  fad  prefage  of  the  havock  which  death 
would  foon  make  among  his  crew  ;  yet  at  pre- 
fent  there  was  not  one  invalid  on  board,  except 
the  Indian  Tupia  :  the  Engliih  tars,  whofe  want 
of  forefight  and  defiance  of  danger  is  notorious, 
feemed  not  to  entertain  the  leaft  idea  that  even 
fickncfs  would  attack  a  fet  of  men  lb  hardened 
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as  they  were  by  diflferent  climates ;  but  alas  I 
they  had  very  little  idea  of  the  fatal  contagion . 
which  impregnates  the  air  of  Batavia. 

The  Captain  now  difpatched  an  officer  to  the 
Governor  ot  the  town,  to  apologize  for  the  En- 
deavour's not  faluting  j  for  he  had  but  three 
•gAins  proper  for  the  purpofe,  except  fwivels,  andl 
he  Was  apprehenfive  that  they  would  not  be 
heard. 

The  fhip  was  at  this  time  fo  leaky,  that  fhc 
niade  about  nine  inches  water  an  hour,  on  the: 
average ;  part  of  her  falfe  keel  was  gone  ;  one* 
of  her  pumps  was  totally  ufelefs,  and  the  reft 
fo  very  much  decayed,  that  they  could  not  laft 
long-  The  officers  and  feamen  concurring  in 
c^ihion,  that  the  (hip  could  not  fafely  pur  a 
fea  again  in  this  condition,  the  Captain  refoj  .  a 
to  folicit  permiffion  to  heave  her  down  ;  but  as 
he  had  learnt  that  this  mull  be  done  in  writing, 
he  drew  up  a  petition,  and  had  it  trandated  in- 
to Dutch. 

On  Wednefday  the  10th  of  Odlober  1770, 
the  Captain  and  the  rell  of  the  gentlemen  went 
on  ftiore,  and  applied  to  the  only  Englifh  gen- 
tleman then  refident  at  Batavia  :  this  gentleman, 
whofe  name  was  Leith,  received  his  country- 
men in  the  politefl;  manner,  and  entertained 
them  at  dinner  with  great  hofpitality.  Mr. 
Leith  informed  them,  that  a  public  hotel  was 
k'fpt  in  the  town,  by  order  of  thf;  Dutch  go- 
vernment, at  which  place  merchants  and  other 
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(Irangers  were  oblig^  to  lodgCj  and  that  the 
landlord  of  the  hotel  was  bound  to  find  them 
warehoul'es  for  their  goods»  on  th©  condition  of: 
his  receiving  ten   ihillings  on  every  hundred 
pounds  of  their  value  ;  but  that,  afr  the  Endea-, 
vour  was  a  King's  fhip,  h«r  ofiiceirs,  and  the 
other  gentleiBen,    might   refidft   w^iere    they, 
thought  proper,  only  aiking  leavQ  of  the^  Go- 
vernor, whofe  permiffion  would   be   inflantly; 
obtained.     Mr.  Leith  added,  th«t'they  might 
live  cheaper  in  this  way  than  at  the  hotel,  if 
they  had  any  perfon  who   fpoke  the   Malay 
tongue,  on  whom  they  could  rely  in  the  pur- 
chafe  of  theii;  provifions :  but,asti^^re  wa5  no 
fuch  perfon  amoing  the  whole  (hip's  crew,  the^, 
gentlemen  immediately  befpoke  bedsatthehoteU 
In  the  afternoon  Captain  Cook  attended  th& 
Governor  General,  who  received  him  politely, 
and  told  him  to  wait  on  the  Council  the  nexc 
morning,  when  his  petition  fhould  be  laid  be-, 
fore  them,  and  every  thing  he  folicijted  would  be 
readily  granted. 

Late  in  the  evening  of  this  day  there  happen-^^ 
cd  a  moft  terrible  ftorm  of  thunder  and  light- 
ning, accompanied  with  very  heavy  rain.  la, 
this  dorm  the  main-mail  of  a  Dutch  Eall  In- 
diaman  was  Iplit  and  carried  away  by  the  deck  ^ 
and  the  main-top-maft  and  top- gallaat- malt 
were  torn  to  pieces ;  it  is  fuppofed,  that  the 
liglitning  was  attracted  by  an  iron  fpindle  at  ti\c 
jpain  top-gallant- maft-head.     The  Endeavour, 
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which  was  at  a  Imall  diftance  from  the  Dutch 
Ihip,  cfcaped  without  damage,  owing,  in  Cap- 
tain Cook's  opinion,  to  an  eledrical  chain, 
which  conduced  the  lightning  over  the  fide  of 
the  veflel :  and  he  recommends  chains  of  the 
fame  kind  to  be  taken  on  board  all  (hips,  to 
whatever  part  of  the  globe  they  may  be  bound. 
A  centinel  on  board  the  Endeavour,  who  was 
charging  his  mufket  at  the  time  of  the  ftorm, 
had  it  fhaken  out  of  his  hand>  and  the  rammer- 
rod  was  broken  in  pieces  :  the  cledrical  chain 
looked  like  a  ftream  of  fire,  and  the  fhip  fuf- 
tained  a  very  violent  Ihock. 

On  Tuefday  the  nth  Captain  Cook  waited 
on  the  gentlemen  of  the  Council,  who  informed 
him,  that  all  his  rcquefts  fliould  be  complied 
with.  In  the  interim,  the  other  gentlemen 
made  a  contrafl:  with  the  mafter  of  the  hotel, 
to  furnifh  them  and  their  friends  with  as  much 
tea,  coffee,  punch  and  tobacco,  as  they  might 
have  occafion  for,  and  to  keep  them  a  feparate 
table,  for  nine  fliillings  a  day,  Englilh  money  ;• 
but  on  the  condition  that  every  perfon  who 
Ihould  vifit  them,  fhould  pay  at  the  rate  of  four 
Ihillings  and  fix  pence  for  his  dinner,  and  the 
fame  fum  for  his  fupper  and  bed,  if  he  chofe  to 
flcep  at  the  hotel :  they  were  likewife  to  pay  for 
every  fcrvant  that  attended  them  fifteen  pence 
a  day.  . 

It  was  foon  difcovered,  that  they  had  been 
vilely  impofed  on  j  for  thefe  charges  wer£  aboves 
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twice  as  much  as  would  have  been  demanded  at 
a  private  houfe.     They  appeared  to  live  ele- 
gantly, but  at  the  fame  time  were  but  ill  fup- 
plied.     Their  dinner  confifted  of  fifteen  difhes, 
all  ferved  up  at  once  5  and  their  fupper  of  thir- 
teen i  but  of  thefe,  nine  or  ten   were  of  the 
moft  ordinary,  becaule  the  cheapeft,  poultry, 
that  could  be  purchafed;  and  even   fome  of 
thefe  dilhes  were  obferved  to  be  ferved  up  four 
times  fucccfiively  :  a  duck,  which  was  hot  at 
dinner,  v*'as  brought  cold  in  the  evening  -,  the 
next  day  it  appeared  in  the  form  of  a  fricafee, 
and  was  converted  to  forced  meat  at  night.  Our 
countrymen,  however,  only  fared  as  others  had 
done  before  them  :  it  was  the  conftant  cuftom 
of  the  .confcientious   mailer  of   the   hotel,  to 
treat  all  his  guefts  in  the  fame  manner,  when 
they  firft  took  up  their  refidence  at  his  houfe: 
if  they  took  no  notice  of  it,  all  was  well,  for 
the  landlord  had  the  better  cuftom.ers  of  them  i 
.  if  they  remonftrated  againft  fuch  treatment,  the 
table  was  better  and  better  fupplied  from  time 
to  time,  till,  in  the  end,  they  had  no  reafon  to 
complain. 

1  he  gentlemen  having  found  fault  with  their 
fare,  were  afterwards  fupplied  in  a  better  man- 
ner i  but  Mr.  Banks,  not  approving  the  con- 
duct of  the  mailer  of  the  hotel,  he  hired  lodg- 
ings for  himfeU  atid  his  attendants  at  the  ad- 
joining houfe,  for  which  he  agreed  to  p;iy  five 
and  forty  {hillings  a   month;    but   here  Mr. 
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Banks  was  di(appointed  in  the  hope  he  had 
formed  of  living  retired  ;  for  fcarce  a  Dutch- 
man had  oceafion  to  pafs  by  the  houfe,  but  he 
ran  in  without  ceremony,  to  enquire  what  was 
to  be  fold  ;  for  it  isa  very  unufual  thing  at  Ba- 
tavia,  for  ftrangers  who  are  in  a  private  capa- 
city not  to  be  fUrmftied  with  fome  articles  of 
traffick.  In  this  houfe  no  pcrfon  was  permitted 
to  fleep,  as  a  gueft  of  Mr.  Banks,  without  his 
bed  being-  feparately  paid  *for.  It  is  the  univer- 
fel  cuftom  here  to  hire  a  carriage;  and  Mr. 
Banks  engegcd  t^o,  for  ^^hich  he  paid  eighteen 
•ihiilings  a  day  :  thefe  carriages  are  open  chaifes, 
in  which  two  perfons  fi  t  commodioufly,  and  are 
driven  by  a  manfittingon  a  kind  of  coach-box. 
*  Their  Indian  friend  Tupia  had  been  till  this 
time  on  board  very  damgcroufly  ill,  yet  perfift- 
cd  to  refufe  every  medicine  that  was  offered 
him :  Mr.  Banks  now  fcnt  for  him  to  his  houfe, 
in  the  hope  that  he  raiight  recover  ^  his  health. 
-While  he  was  in  die  ftiip,  and  even  after  he  was 
put  into  the  boat,  hewas  indifpofed,  and  low 
fpirited,  in  the  utmoft  degree;  but  the  mo- 
ment he  came  into  the  town,  his  whole  frame 
appeared  as  if  re- animated.  The  houfes,  the 
carriages,  the  people,  and  many  other  objedls> 
were  totally  new  to  him  ;  and  aftoniihment  took 
poflciTion  of  his  features  at  fights  fb  wonderful  - 
but  if  Tupia  was  aftonilhed  at  the  fcene,  his 
boy,  Tayota,  was  perfectly  enraptured,  danc- 
ing along  the  Hreets  in  an  extacy  of  joy,  aad 
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Examining  the  feveral  objedls  as  they  prcfented 
themfelves,  with  the  moft  earned  inquifitive- 
pefs  and  curiofity. 

Of  all  the  circumftarices  which  engaged  the 
attention  of  Tupia,  nothing  ftrnck  him  fo  much 
as  the  vaft  variety  of  drefles  worn  by  the  inha- 
bitants of  Batavia :  he  enquired  the  reafon  of 
what  appeared  fo  very  extraordinary  in  his  eyes, 
and  being  informed  that  the  people  were  of  a 
iriety  of  natiors.  and  that  all  were  drclfed 
i*wJording  to  the  u.ode  of  their  own  country,  he 
requcfted  permiflTion  to  follow  the  falhion  :  this 
requeft  being  readily  complied  with,  a  perfon 
Was  difpatched  to  the  (hip  for  fome  South  Sea 
cloth,  with  which  he  foon  clothed  himfelf  in 
the  drefs  of  the  inhabitants  of  Otaheite.  The 
people  of  Batavia,  who  had  feen  an  Indian, 
brought  thither  in  M.  Bougainville's  fiiip, 
named  Otourou,  miftook  Tupia  for  that  man, 
and  frequently  enquired  if  he  was  not  the  fame. 

As  the  neceiTary  repairs  of  the  Ihip  were  to 
be  made  at  Ouruft,  Captain  Cook  obtained 
an  order  to  the  fuperintendant  of  that  ifland  to 
receive  her ;  and  he  wrote  to  the  Secretary  of 
the  Admiralty^  an  account  of  the  fafe  arrival  of 
the  Endeavour  in  the  road  of  Batavia,  and  dif- 
patched his  letter  by  a  Dutch  fliip  that  w.:i3 
bound  to  Europe. 

Captain  Cook  now  applied  to  feveral  perfons 

to  advance  him  money  fufficient  to  defray  the 
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ex  pence  of  repairing  the  Ihip  -,  but  not  one 
could  be  found  in  the  whole  town  who  had  the 
requifite  fum  in  his  poficflion,  or,  if  he  had, 
was  willing  to  advance  it :  he  therefore  made 
application  to  the  Governor,  who  iflucd  his  or- 
ders, that  he  fliould  be  fupplied  out  of  the  trea- 
fury  of  the  Dutch  Eaft  India  Company. 

Karly  in  the  morning  of  the  1 8th  of  Oda- 
ber  1770,  the  fliip  got  under  fail,  and  proceed- 
ed to  Ouruft  ;  and,  in  a  day  or  two,  the  crew 
began  to  take  out  her  ftores,  which  were  depo- 
fited  in  the  wharf  on  Cooper's  Ifland  •,  but  this 
bufinefs  was  rendered  unavoidably  tedious,  by 
feveral  Dutch  (hips  being  at  the  fame  wharf, 
taking  in  their  ladings  of  pepper. 

After  little  more  than  a  week  fpent  at  Ba- 
tavia,  the  ill  efFeds  of  the  climate  began  to  be 
fevercly  felt.  Dr.  Solander  and  Mr.  Banks 
were  indifpofed  with  fevers;  Mr,  Banks's  two 
fervants  were  exceedingly  ill ;  the  Indian  boy, 
Tayota,  had  an  inflammation  on  his  lungs  5  and 
Tupia  was  fo  bad,  that  his  life  was  defpaired 
of.  Their  indifpofition  was  attributed  partly 
to  the  heat  of  the  climate,  and  partly  to  the 
fwampy  fituation  of  the  town,  and  the  ftench 
of  the  dirty  canals  with  which  it  abounds. 

By  the  26th  of  the  month,  very  few  of  the 
crew  were  well  enough  to  do  duty  •,  and  on  this 
day  a  tent  was  erected  for  their  reception.  Tu- 
pia now  rcquefted  to  be  conveyed  to  the  fhip, 
in  the  hope  of  breathing  a  purer  air  than  in  the- 

town  i 


ROUND    THE    WORLD,      no 

town ;  but  his  requeft  could  not  be  granted,  as 
ilie  was  unrigged,  and  preparations  were  mak- 
ing to  lay  her  down,  in  order  that  (he  might 
undergo  a  thorough  repair:  on  the  28th,  how- 
ever, Mr.  Banks  attended  Tupia  to  Cooper's 
Ifland,  where  a  tent  was  pitched  for  him,  in  i'uch 
a  fituation,  where  he  was  alternately  refrelhed 
by  the  land  and  fca  breezes  ;  and  the  poor  crea- 
ture was   extremely   thankful  that  he  was  fo 
agreeably  lodged.     By  this  time  tlie  Surgeon 
was  fo  ill,  that  he  could  not  leave  his  bed  ;  Mr. 
Banks's  fever  was  greatly  encreafed,  and  Dr.  So- 
lander  grew  worfe  every  day. 

The  Ihip  was  at  length  laid  down  on  the  5th 
of  November,  on  whic*-  day  died  Mr.  Monk- 
houfe,  the  Surgeon,  whofe  lofs  was  the  more 
Severely  felt,  as  he  was  a  man  of  fkill  in  hii 
profeiTion,  and  fell  a  facrifice  to  the  peftifero.  v 
air  of  the  country,  at  a  time  when  his  abilities 
were  moft  wanted.  Dr.  Solander,  though  ex- 
tremely ill,  had  ftrength  fufficient  to  fee  his  re- 
mains committed  to  the  ground,  but  Mr.  Banks 
was  unable  even  to  pay  this  laft  fad  duty  to  a 
worthy  man. 

Death  now  advanced  with  hafty  flrides  among 
our  adventrous  countrymen,  wjio  were  equally 
unable  to  refill  his  power,  orfhun  his  embraces. 
Several  Malay  fervants  were  engaged,  to  wait 
on  thofe  who  were  ill ;  but  thefe  people  were 
fo  remifs  in  their  duty,  that  it  was  no  uncom-  « 
mon  thing  for  the  fick  man  to  leave  his  bed  in 
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fcarch  of  his  attendant.  The  Indian  boy^ 
1'ayoi.a,  paid  the  debt  of  Nature  on  the  9th  of 
this  month,  and  Tupia»  whole  tender  aftedion 
for  the  youth  can  be  equalled  only  by  that  of 
a  parent  tor  a  favourite  child,  was  fo  (hocked  at 
the  lois,  that  it  was  evident  he  could  not  long 
furvive  him. 

By  this  time  the  fhip's  bottom  having  beeri 
carefully  furveyed,  our  countrymen  had  ampld 
reafon  to  be  grateful  to  that  Providence,by  which 
they  had  been  preferved  during  a  paflage  of  fe- 
veral  hundred  miles,  through  the  mod  danger- 
ous feas  on  the  face  of  the  globe :  for  the  Iheath-^ 
ing  in  feveval  places  was  torn  from  the  veflel, 
the  falfe  keel  was  in  a  great  meafure  gone,  the 
main  keel  was  damaged  in  many  parts,  feveral 
of  the  planks  had  received  great  injury,  and  ^ 
part  of  three  of  them  was  thinner  than  the  folQ 
cf  a  flioe  !      '  r-'-'  )    »"  r  ■*;;  /  j.i.   .  y.      .i  ,.*  u& 

Mefirs.  Solander  and  Banks  were  now  fo  wori* 
down  by  their  diforders,  that  the  Phyfician^ 
who  attended  them,  recommended  the  country 
air,  as  the  only  thing  that  could  poflibly  reftore. 
them  to  the  willies  of  their  friends.  Jn  confc^ 
quence  of  this  advice,  they  hired  a  country- 
houfe  of  the  matter  of  the  hotel,  who  engaged 
to  fupply  them  with  Qaves,  and  to  furnifh  their 
ta'^le ;  but  as  they  had  fufFiciently  experienced 
the  worthlefTnefs  of  thefe  flaves,  they  bought 
two  Malay  women,  who  foon  became  excellent 
nurfes,  from  that  tendernefs  of  Nature  which 

does 
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does  fo  much  bjnour  to  the  fex.  While  thcfe 
gisntlemcn  were  taking  meafurcs  for  the  reco- 
very of  their  health,  poor  Tupia  fell  a  vidtiin 
to  the  ravages  of  his  diforder,  and  to  his  grief 
for  the  deceafcd  Tayota.  When  Tayota  was 
firft  feized  with  the  fatal  diforder,  he  fcemed 
fenfibleof  his  approaching  end,  and  frequently 
faid  to  thofe  that  were  about  him,  Tyau  mate 
fee,  "  My  friends,  I  am  dying :"  he  was  very 
tradable,  and  took  any  medicines  that  were  of- 
fered to  him-,  they  were  both  buried  in  the 
ifland  of  Edam.  .ur:.         ...  :     -';: 

Captain  Cook  beftows  great  encomiums  on 
the  officers  and  workmen  of  the  Marine  Yard 
at  Ourull,  by  whofe  (kill  and  diligence  the  bot- 
tom of  the  fhip  was  perfedlly  repaired  by  the 
14th  of  the  month  i  and  he  warmly  recom* 
mends  the  heaving  down  with  two  mafts,  in- 
itead  of  one,  which,  he  fays,  is  undoubtedly 
the  more  expeditious,  as  well  as  the  fafer  me- 
thod.      ^   i         <.  .M    .      /    •  .  ,      .  !    .  -      .     '       i 

By  this  time  not  above  tt  i  men,  out  of  the 
whole  fhip's  crew,  were  able  to  do  duty,  and 
thefe  were  employed  in  getting  the  water  and 
ftores  aboard,  and  in  putting  up  the  rigging : 
the  water  was  purchafed  at  Batavia,  at  the  rate 
of  one  hundred  and  fifty  gallons  for  fix  fliil- 
lings  and  eight  pence. 

Captain  Cook  was  now  taken  ill,  and  Mr. 

Sporing  and  a  Tailor,    who   attended   Mellis. 

J^^nks  andSolander  at  their  country-houfe,  were 
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attacked  with  intermitting  fevers  •,  but  thofc 
two  gentlemen  grew  fomething  better,  though 
their  recovery  was  very  flow.  Their  houfe  was 
fituated  on  the  borders  of  a  rivulet,  which,  of 
courfe,  afllfted  the  circulation  of  the  air  j  and 
it  was  likcwifc  open  to  the  fea  breeze. 

In  the  night  of  the  25th  there  fell  fuch  a 
ftiower  of  rain,  for  the  fpace  of  four  hours,  as 
even  our  voyagers  had  fcarce  ever  remembered. 
The  witter  poured  through  every  part  of  Mr. 
Banks's  houfe  j  and  the  lower  apartments  ad- 
mitted a  ftream  fufficient  to  have  turned  a  mill. 
As  this  gentleman  was  now  greatly  reftorcd  in 
health,  he  went  to  Batavia  the  following  day, 
and  was  furprized  to  fee,  that  the  inhabitants 
had  hung  out  their  bedding  to  dry.  The  wef- 
terly  monfoon  fet  in  about  the  26th  of  this 
month :  it  blows  in  the  day-time  from  the 
north,  or  north-weft,  and  from  the  fouth-wcft 
during  the  night :  previous  to  this,  there  had 
been  violent  thunder,  and  hard  fliowers  of  rain 
for  feveral  nights. 

The  mufquitos  and  gnats,  whofe  company 
had  been  fufficiently  difagreeable  in  the  dry  wea^ 
ther,  now  began  to  fwarm  in  immenfe  numbers, 
rifing  from  the  puddles  of  water  like  bees  from 
a  hive  :  they  were  extremely  troublefome  during 
the  night,  but  the  pain  arifing  from  their  fling, 
though  very  fevere,  feldom  lafted  more  than 
half  an  hour ;  and  in  the  day-time  they  feldom 
made  their  attacks.    The  frogs  kept  a  perpe^ 

tual 
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tual  croaking  in  the  ditches  •,  a  certain  fign  that 
the  wet  lealbn  was  commenced,  and  that  daily 
rain  might  be  expeded. 

The  Ihip  being  repaired,  the  fick  people  be- 
ing received  on  board  her,  and  the  greater  part 
of  her  water  and  itores  taken  in,  (he  Tailed  from 
Ouruft  on  the  8th  of  December,  and  anchored 
in  the  road  of  Batavia.  Twelve  days  were  em- 
ployed in  receiving  the  remainder  of  her  pro- 
vifions,  water,  and  other  neceflaries ;  though 
this  bufmefs  would  have  been  done  in  much  lefs 
time,  but  that  fome  of  the  crew  died,  and  the 
majority  of  the  iurvivors  v/ere  fo  ill,  as  to  be 
unable  to  give  their  afilftanc;.     •        ,, 

On  the  24thCap:ain  C;  ik  toe',  leave  of  the 
Governor,  and  fome  other  genrl<.  i.ien,  who  hud 
diilinguillied  themfelves  by  the  civili'les  they 
fliewed  him  :  but  at  th  s  j.indlure  an  incident 
occurred,  that  might  have  produced  conic - 
<]ucnces  by  no  means  defirable.  A  failor  be- 
longing to  one  of  the  Dutch  Ihips  in  the  road 
of  Batavia,  deferted  from  that  velTel,  and  en- 
tered himlelf  on  board  the  Endeavour.  The 
Captain  of  the  Dutch  fhip  having  made  appli- 
cation to  the  Governor,  claiming  the  delin- 
quent as  a  luhied  of  the  States  General,  the 
Governor  ifllied  his  order  for  the  relloration  of 
the  man :  Captain  Cook  had  but  jull  taken  a. 
formal  leave  of  the  Governor  when  th's  order 
was  delivered  to  him ;  and  he  faid,  that  the 
jmn  fhould  be  given  up,  if  it  appeared  that  he 
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was  a  Dutchman.  As  the  Captain  was  at  this 
time  on  ihorc,  and  did  not  intend  going  on 
board  till  the  following  day,  he  gave  the  Dutch 
ofHcer  a  note  to  the  Lieutenant,  who  command- 
ed on  board  the  Endeavour,  to  deliver  the  de- 
ferter  on  the  condition  above-mentioned.  On 
the  following  day  the  Dutchman  waited  on  Cap- 
tain Cook,  informing  him,  that  the  Lieutenant 
had  abfolutely  refufed  to  give  up  the  feamanj 
faying,  that  he  was  an  Irilhman,  and  of  courfe  a 
fubjedl  of  his  Britannick  Majefty.  Captain 
Cook  applauded  the  condu6t  of  his  officer,  and 
added,  that  it  could  not  be  expefled,  that  he 
fhould  deliver  up  an  Englilh  fubjefl.  The 
Dutch  officer  then  faid,  he  was  authorized,  by 
the  Governor,  to  demand  the  fugitive  as  a  Da- 
niih  fubjedl:,  adding,  that  his  name  was  entered 
in  the  (hip's  books,  as  having  been  born  at  El- 
fineur  :  to  this  Captain  Cook  very  properly  re- 
plied, that  the  Governor  muft  have  been  mif- 
taken,  when  he  gave  this  order  for  deHvcring 
the  deferter,  who  had  his  option  wiiether  he 
tvould  fcrvc  the  Dutch  or  the  Englifh  i  but 
that  in  compliment  to  the  Governor,  the  man 
fhould  be  given  up,  as  a  favour,  if  he  appear- 
ed to  be  a  Dane;  but  that,  in  this  cafe,  he 
ihould  by  no  means  be  demanded  as  a  right, 
and  that  lie  would  certainly  keep  him,  if  he 
appeared  to  be  a  fubjed  of  the  crown  of  Great 
Srirain.  The  Dutchman  now  took  his  leave, 
and  he  had  not  been  long  gone,  before  the 
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Captain  received  a  letter  from  the  commanding 
officer  on  board,  containing  full  proof,  that  the 
man  was  an  Englifli  fubjedt.  This  letter  the 
Captain  carried  to  the  She  bander,  defiring  him 
to  lay  it  before  the  Governor,  and  to  inform 
him,  that  the  man  fllould  not  be  delivered  up 
on  any  terms  whatever.  This  fpirited  conduf): 
on  the  part  of  Captain  Cook  had  the  proper  ef- 
fe(5t  i  and  thus  the  matter  ended. 

This  day  the  Captain,  attended  by  Mr.  Banks 
and  the  other  gentlemen  who  had  hitherto  lived 
in  the  town,  repaired  on  board  the  fhip,  which 
got  under  fail  the  next  morning.  The  Endea- 
vour was  faluted  by  the  fort,  and  by  the  Elgin 
Eaft  Indiaman,  which  then  lay  in  the  road ;  but 
foon  after  thefe  compliments  were  returned^ 
the  fea  breeze  fetting  in,  they  were  obliged  to 
come  to  an  anchor.  Since  the  arrival  of  the 
fhip  in  Batavia  road,  every  perfon  belonging  to 
her  had  been  ill,  except  the  fail-maker,  who 
was  more  than  feventy  years  old,  yet  this  man 
got  drunk  every  day  while  they  remained  there. 
The  Endeavour  buried  fevcn  of  her  people  at 
Batavia,  viz.  Tupia  and  his  boy,  three  of  the 
failors,  the  fervant  of  Mr.  Green,  the  aftrono- 
mer,  and  the  Surgeon :  and  at  the  time  of  the 
veffel's  failing,  forty  of  the  crew  were  fick,  and 
the  reft  fo  enfeebled  by  their  late  illncfs,  as  to 
be  fcarcely  able  to  do  their  duty.       '      - 

The  town  of  Batavia  is  fituated  in  fix  degrees 
ten  minutes  fouth  latitude,  and  one  hundred 
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and  fix  degrees  fifty  minutes  eaft  longitude,' 
from  the  meridian  of  Greenwich.  It  is  built  on 
the  bank  of  a  large  bay,  fomething  more  than 
twenty  miles  from  the  Streight  of  Sunda,  on 
the  north  fide  of  the  ifland  of  Java,  in  low 
boggy  ground.  Several  fmall  rivers,  which 
rife  forty  miles  up  the  country,  in  the  moun- 
tains of  Blaeuwen  Berg,  difcharge  themfclves 
into  the  fea  at  this  place,  having  firft  interfer- 
ed the  town  in  different  diredions.  There  arc 
wide  canals  of  nearly  ftagnated  water  in  almpft- 
every  ftreet,  and  as  the  banks  of  thefe  canals 
are  planted  with  rows  of  trees,  the  cffcdt  is  very- 
agreeable  ;  but  thefe  trees  and  canals  combine 
to  render  the  air  peftilential.  Some  of  the  ri- 
vers are  navigable,  more  than  thirty  miles  up 
the  country;  and,  indeed,  the  Dutch  appear 
to  have  chofen  this  fpot  to  build  the  town  on, 
for  the  fake  of  water-carriage,  in  which  conve- 
nience B^tavia  exceeds  every  place  in  the  world,, 
except  the  towns  of  Holland. 

A  writer,  who  publiftied  an  account  of  this 
place  near  fifty  years  ago,  makes  the  number 
of  houfes  at  that  time  4760,  viz.  1242  Dutch 
houfes,  and  1200  Chineic  houfes,  within  the 
walls;  and  1066  Dutch  houfes,  and  1240 
Chiaefe  houfes.  without  the  walls,  with  twelve 
houfes  for  the  vending  of  arrack.  The  ftrccts 
of  Batavia  being  wide,  and  the  houfes  large,  it 
Hands  on  more  ground  t,han  any  other  place  that 
has  only  an  equal  number  of  houfes. 

In 
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In  dry  weather  a  moft  horrid  ftench  arifcs 
from  the  canals,  and  taint  the  air  to  a  great  de- 
gree i  and  when  the  rains  have  fo  fwelled  the 
canals  that  they  overflow  their  banks,  the  ground- 
floors  of  the  houfes,  in  the  lower  parts  of  the 
town,  arc  filled  with  (linking  water,  that  leaves 
behind  it  dirt  and  (lime  in  amazing  quantities. 
The  running  ftreams  are  fometimes  as  ofFenfivc 
as  the  ftagnant  canals ;  for  the  bodies  of  dead 
animals  are  frequently  lodged  on  the  (hallow 
parts,  where  they  are  left  to  putrify,  and  cor- 
rupt the  air,  except  a  flood  happens  to  carry 
them  away  :  this  was  the  cafe  with  a  dead  buf- 
faloe,  while  the  crew  of  the  Endeavour  were 
there,  which  lay  (linking  on  the  (hoal  of  a  ri- 
ver, in  one  of  the  chief  (Ireets,  for  feveral 
days. 

They  fometimes  clean  the  canals ;  but  this 
bufmefs  is  performed  in  fuch  a  manner,  as 
fcarcely  to  make  them  lefs  a  nuifance  than  be- 
fore ;  for  the  bottom  being  cleared  of  its  black 
mud,  it  is  left  on  the  flde  of  the  canal  till  it  is 
hard  enough  to  be  taken  away  in  boats ;  and 
as  there  are  no  houfes  for  necefl^ary  retirement 
in  the  whole  town,  the  filth  is  thrown  into  the 
canals  regularly  once  a  day,  fo  that  this  mud  is 
a  compound  of  every  thing  that  can  be  imagin- 
ed difagreeable  and  ofFenfive. 

There  is  a  new  church  in  Batavia,  which  is 
a  fine  piece  of  building,  and  the  dome  of  it 
may  be  feen  far  oflf  at  fea.    This  church  is  il- 
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luminatcd  by  chandeliers  of  the  moft  fuperb 
workmanfhip,  and  has  a  line  organ :  moft  of 
the  other  public  buildings  are  ancient,  con- 
ftrufted  in  an  ill  taftc,  and  give  a  very  compleat 
idea  of  Dutch  clumfincfs. 

Their  method  of  building  their  houfes  feems 
to  have  been  taught  them  by  the  climate.  On 
the  ground- floor  there  is  no  room  but  a  large 
hall,  a  corner  of  which  is  parted  off  for  the 
tranlaftion  of  bufmefs  :  the  hall  has  two  doors» 
which  are  commonly  left  open,  and  are  oppo- 
fitc  each  other,  fo  that  the  air  paffes  freely 
through  the  room,  in  the  middle  of  which  there 
is  a  court,  which  at  once  encneafes  the  draft  of 
air,  and  affords  light  to  the  hall:  the  flairs, 
which  are  at  one  corner,  lead  to  large  and  lofty 
apartments  above.  The  female  Haves  are  no^ 
permitted  to  fit  in  any  place,  but  in  the  alcove 
formed  by  the  court  i  and  this  is  the  ufual  din- 
ing-place  of  the  family. 

The  town  of  Batavia  is  encompafled  by  a  ri- 
ver of  (hallow  water,  the  ftream  of  which  is 
very  rapid :  within  this  river,  which  is  of  dif- 
ferent widths  in  various  places,  is  an  old  ftone. 
wall,  much  decayed  in  many  places,  and  within 
the  wall  is  a  canal  that  is  likewife  much  wider  in 
fome  places  than  in  others  :  fo  that  there  is  no 
entering  the  gates  of  the  town  but  by  crofling 
two  draw-bridges :  there  are  but  few  guns  on 
the  ramparts,  and  no  perfons  are  permitted  to 
walk  there.  There  is  a  kind  of  citadel,  or 
I  "  caftle. 
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caftle,  in  the  north-eaft  corner  of  the  town,  the 
walls  of  which  are  both  broader  and  hiahcr 
than  they  are  in  other  parts ;  it  is  furnifhed  witK 
a  number  of  large  guns,  which  command  the 
landing-place. 

Apartments  are  provided  in  this  caftle  for  the 
Governor  General  and  ail  the  Council ;  and  in 
cafe  of  a  fiege  they  have  orders  to  retire  thither. 

In  the  caftle  are  likewife  a  number  of  ftore- 
houfes,  in  which  the  effeds  belonging  to  the 
Company  are  depofited.  The  Company  have 
in  their  pofTeflion  large  quantities  of  gun-pow- 
der, which  is  kept  in  different  places,  that  the 
lightning  may  not  deftroy  the  whole  ftock  at 
once  i  a  great  number  of  cannon  are  likewife 
laid  up  within  the  caftle. 

There  are  a  great  many  forts  built  in 
different  parts  of  the  country,  feveral  miles  dif- 
tant  from  Batavia,  moft  probably  credted  to 
keep  the  natives  in  fubmifTion  ;  and  befides  thefe 
there  are  a  r^umber  of  fortified  houfes,  each 
mounting  eight  guns,  and  thefe  are  fo  ftationed 
as  to  command  the  canals,  and  the  roads  on 
their  borders.  There  are  houfes  of  this  kind 
in  many  parts  of  the  ifland  of  Java,  and  the 
other  iflands  in  its  neighbourhood,  of  which  the 
Dutch  have  obtained  the  pofTeffion.  The  Chi- 
nefe  having  rebelled  againft  the  Dutch  in  the 
year  1 740,  all  their  principal  houfes  were  de- 
molifhed  by  the  cannon  of  one  of  thefe  forti- 
fied 
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ficd  houfes,  which  is  in  the  town  of  Batavia, 
where,  like  wife,  there  are  a  few  more  of  them. 

The  roads  of  this  country  are  fimply  banks 
between  the  ditches  and  canals ;  and  the  forti- 
fied houfes  being  credled  among  the  morafles 
near  thefe  roads,  nothing  is  eafier  than  to  deftroy 
them,  and  confequently  to  prevent  an  enemy 
from  bringing  any  heavy  artillery  near  the  town; 
if,  indeed,  an  enemy  be  only  hindered  a  (hort 
time  in  his  approach,  he  is  efFedually  ruined* 
for  the  climate  will  preclude  the  neceflity  of 
the  ufe  of  weapons  for  his  deftru(5lion.     Before 
the  Endeavour  had  been  a  week  at  Batavia  they 
began  to  feel   the  ill  effects  of  the  climate; 
half  the  crew  were  rendered  incapable  of  doing 
their  duty  before  the  expiration  of  a  month. 
They  were  informed,  that  it  was  a  very  uncom- 
mon thing  for  fifty  foldiers,  out  of  a  hundred 
brought  from  Europe,  to  be  alive  at  the  expi- 
ration of  the  firft  year,  and  that  of  the  fifty 
who  might  happen  to  be  alive,  not  ten  of  thole 
would  be  in  found  health,  and,  probably,  not 
lefs  than  half  of  them  in  the  hofpital.    One 
would  imagine  that  no  man  of  common  fenfc 
would  be  tempted  to  refide  at  Batavia,  for  any 
confideration  of  intereft  whatever  ;  yet  fuch  is 
the  infatiable  thirft  of  gold,  that  men  will  vo- 
luntarily rifk  the  lofs  of  life  to  obtain  it,  and 
even  enfure  the   lofs  of  that  health,  without 
which  the  mofl  fplendid  fortune  cannot  be  en- 
joyed. 

All 
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All  the  white  inhabitants  of  Batavia  arc  fol- 
diers,  and,  at  the  expiration  of  five  years  fer- 
vice,  they  arw  bound  to  hold  themfelves  in 
rcadinefs  to  go  to  war,  if  they  Ihould  be  wanted  j 
and  the  younger  inhabitants  are  frequently  muf- 
tered  *,  but  as  they  are  neither  trained  nor  exer- 
cifed  after  the  expiration  of  the  five  years  above- 
mentioned,  the  little  they  have  learnt  is  fooa 
forgotten,  and  they  would  probably,  if  called 
to  adtion,  make  as  good  foldiers  as  ihe  milit:a 
of  the  city  of  Londou.  The  Portuguefe,  who 
live  in  this  country,  employ  rhemfclves  very 
much  in  fhooting  the  deer,  and  the  wild  hog, 
whence  they  become  excellent  markfmen.  The 
Indians,  of  whatever  nation,  who  refide  here, 
and  have  either  been  made  free,  or  were  born 
fo,  are  called  Mardykers  j  but  neither  thefe 
nor  the  Chinefe  are  acquainted  with  the  ufe  of 
fire-arms  5  yet,  as  theft  people  are  falu  to  pof- 
fefs  great  perfonal  bravery,  much  might  be  cx- 
peded  from  their  expert  ufe  of  their  daggers, 
fwords  and  lances. 

From  what  has  been  above  written  it  is  evi- 
dent, that  it  would  be  a  laborious  talk  to  attack 
Batavia  by  land  ;  and  it  is  not  pofiible  to  make 
any  attack  at  all  by  fea,  for  the  fhallowners  of 
the  water  would  hinder  any  vefiels  from  ad- 
vancing within  cannon  ftiot  of  the  walls ;  indeed 
there  is  barely  depth  of  water  for  a  lhip*s  long- 
boat, excepting  a  narrow  channel,  called  the 
liver,  which  extends  about  half  a  mile  into  the 
*  harbour. 
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harbour,  and  is  ftrongly  bounded  on  each  fide 
with  piers  •,  the  other  end  of  it  being  diredlly 
under  the  fire  of  the  caftle  ;  while  its  commu- 
nication with  the  canals  of  the  town  is  prevented 
by  a  boom  of  wood,  which  is  every  night  (hut 
precifely  at  fix  o'clock,  and  never  opened  till 
the  following  day. 

Any  number  of  (hips  may  anchor  in  the  har- 
bour of  Batavia,  the  ground  of  which  is  fo 
excellent,  that  the  anchor  will  never  quit  its 
hold.  This  harbour  is  fometimes  dangerous 
for  boats,  when  the  fea  breeze  blows  frelh; 
but,  upon  the  whole,  it  is  deemed  the  bed  and 
mod  commodious  in  all  India.   ,. 

There  are  a  confiderable  number  of  iflands 
which  are  fituated  round  the  outfide  of  the 
harbour,  and  all  thefe  are  in  the  poflefllon  of 
the  Dutch,  who  deftine  them  to  different  pur- 
pofes.  On  one  of  them,  which  is  called  Pur- 
merent,  an  hufpiial  is  erected,  on  account  of 
the  air  being  purer  than  it  is  at  Batavia.  In  a 
fecond,  the  name  of  which  is  Kuyper,  are 
ereded  a  number  of  warehoufes,  in  which  are 
lodged  the  rice,  and  fome  other  commodities, 
the  property  of  the  Dutch  Eaft  India  Company : 
at  this  ifiand  thofe  (hips  belonging  to  different 
nations,  which  are  to  be  repaired  at  Ouruft, 
unlade  their  cargoes  *.  and  it  was  here  that  the 
(lores  of  the  Falmouth  Man  of  War  were  laid 
up,  when  (he  was  condemned,  on  her  return 
from  Manilla  i  her  warrant  ofHcers,  of  whom 
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jhention  h^s  been  made  in  the  account  of  Cap- 
tain Wallis's  voyage,  were  fent  to  Europe  in 
Dutch  (hips,  about  half  a  year  before  the  En- 
deavour anchored  in  the  road  of  Batavia.  A 
third  of  thefe  iflands,  the  name  of  which  is 
Edam,  is  appropriated  to  the  reception  of  fucK 
offenders,  whoffe  crimes  are  not  deemed  worthy 
of  death,  and  hither  they  are  tranfported  from 
Holland,  and  detained  from  five  lo  forty  years, 
in  proportion  to  the  turpitude  of  the  offence 
they  have  committed  ;  the  making  of  ropes  is 
the  principal  part  of  the  employment  of  thefe 
criminals. 

The  environs  of  Batavia  have  a  very  pleafing 
appearance,  and  would,  in  almoft  any  other  coun* 
try,  be  an  enviable  fituation.  Gardens  and  houfcs 
occupy  the  country  for  feveral  miles ;  but  the 
gardens  are  fo  covered  with  trees,  that  the  ad- 
Vantage  of  the  land  having  been  cleared  of  the 
•wood  that  originally  covered  it,  is  almofl: 
wholly  loft ;  while  thefe  garden: ,  and  the  fields 
adjacent  to  them  are  furrounded  by  ditches 
which  yield  not  the  moft  fragrant  fmell  -,  and 
the  bogs  and  morafles  in  the  adjacent  fields  are 
ftill  more  offenfive. 

For  the  fpace  of  more  than  thirty  miles  be- 
yond the  town  the  land  is  totally  flat,  except 
in  two  places,  on  one  of  which  the  Governor's 
country-feat  is  built,  and  on  the  other  they  hold 
a  large  market ;  but  neither  of  thefe  places  are 
higher  than  ten  yards  from  the  level  of  the 
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plain.  At  near  forty  miles  from  the  town,  the 
hnd  rifes  into  hills,  and  the  air  is  purified  in  a 
great  degree  j  to  this  diftance  the  invalids  arc 
fent  by  their  phyficians,  when  every  other  prof- 
ped  of  their  recovery  has  failed,  and  the  ex- 
periment fuccecds  in  almoft  every  inftance, 
for  the  fick  are  foon  reftored  to  health  -,  but 
they  no  fooner  return  to  the  town,  than  their 
former  diforders  vifit  them.  On  thefe  hills  the 
moft  opulent  of  the  inhabitants  have  country- 
feats,  to  which  they  pay  an  annual  vifit.  Thofc 
who  refide  conftantly  on  the  hills  enjoy  an  al- 
mofl"  perpetual  flow  of  health  j  and  moft  of  the 
vegetables  of  Europe  o;row  as  freely  here  as  in 
their  native  ground :  the  ftrawberry»  in  parti- 
cular, flourilhes  greatly,  which  is  a  fuflicient 
proof  of  the  coolnefs  of  the  air. 

The  rice  of  this  country  is  very  plentiful^ 
and  J  in  order  to  be  brought  to  perfe6lion,  fhould 
lie  under  water  more  than  half  the  time  it  is 
growing  :  but  they  have  a  fort  which  grows  on 
the  fides  of  the  hills,  which  is  unknown  in  the 
Weft  India  Iflands ;  this  fort  is  planted  when 
the  wet  feafon  commences,  and  the  crop  is  ga- 
thered in  foon  after  the  rains  are  over. 

The  maize  which  grows  near  Batavia  is  ga- 
thered while  young,  and  toafted  in  the  ear. 
The  land  likewife  produces  carrots,  pigeon- 
peas,  celery,  parftey,  afparagus,  onions,  rha- 
dilhes,  cabbages,  lettuces,  cucumbers,  Icntiles, 
kidney-beans,  hyfop,  fage,  rue,  Chinefe  white 
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rhadi(hcs,  which,  when  boiled,  arc  not  unlike  a 
parfnip,  common  potatoes,  fwcet  potatoes, 
wet  and  dry  yams,  millet,  and  the  egg  plant, 
the  fruit  of  which,  when  broiled  and  eaten  with 
fait  and  pepper,  is  moft  exquifitc  food. 

Amazing  quantities  of  fugar  are  produced 
here,  and,  while  the  quantity  is  beyond  com- 
parifon  greater,  the  care  of  cultivation  is  in- 
conceivably Icfs  than  in  th>i  Weft  India  Iflands, 
White  fugar  is  retailed  at  two-pence  and  two- 
pence half-pciiny  the  pound,  and  arrack  is 
made  of  the  molafles,  with  a  fmall  addition  of 
rice,  and  the  wine  of  the  cocoa-nut.  The  in- 
habitants likewife  raife  a  little  indigo  for  their 
own  ufe,  but  do  not  export  it. 

The  fruits  of  this  country  are  near  forty  in 
number,  and  of  fome  of  thefe  there  arc  feveral 
kinds.  Pine  apples  grow  in  fuch  abundance 
that  they  may  be  purchafed,  at  the  firft  hand, 
for  the  value  of  an  Englifti  farthing;  and  they 
bought  fome  very  large  ones  for  a  half-penny  a 
piece  at  the  fruit  (hops,  though  they  are  ex- 
cellent eating,  it  is  imagined  they  are  reared  to 
equal  perfection  in  the  hot-houfes  of  England. 
They  grow  fo  luxuriantly,  that  feven  or  eight 
fuckers  have  been  feen  adhering  to  one  ftem. 

The  fweet  oranges  of  Batavia  are  good  of 
their  kind,  but  very  dear  at  particular  times. 
The  ihaddocks  of  the  Weft  Indies,  called  here 
Pumplemoefes,  have  an  agreeable  flavour. 
Lemons  were  very  fcarce  when  the  Endeavour 
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liy  in  the  harbour,  but  limes  were  altogether 
as  plentiful,  and  kM  ar  little  more  than  two- 
pence the  fcore  Thc'-e  arc  many  kinds  of 
oranges  and  Icmona,  out  none  of  them  excel- 
lent. Of  mangos  there  are  plenty,  but  their 
tarte  is  tar  inferior  to  that  of  the  melting-peach 
of  England,  to  which  they  have  been  compar- 
ed. It  is  faid  that  the  heat,  and  e:(treme  damp- 
iiefs  of  the  climate,  docs  not  agree  with  them  ; 
yet  there  are  many  different  kinds  of  them.  Of 
bananes  there  is  an  amazing  variety  of  forts, 
fome  of  which,  being  boiled,  are  eaten  as 
breaid,  while  others  are  fried  in  batter,  and  arc 
a  nutrimental  food :  but,  of  the  numerous  forts 
of  this  fruit,  three  only  arfc  fit  to  be  eaten  :  one, 
indeed,  is  remarkable,  becaufe  it  is  filled  with 
feeds,  which  are  not  common  to  the  relt  Grapes 
are  fold  from  one  fliilling  to  eighteen- pence 
the  pound,  though  they  are  far  from  being  good, 
1  he  tamarinds  are  equally  cheap  and  plenti- 
ful i  but  as^  the  method  of  preferving  them, 
which  is  in  fait,  renders  them  a  mere  black 
lump,  they  are  equally  ni^ufeating  to  the  fight 
and  the  palate.  The  water  melons  are  excellent 
of  their  kind,  and  are  produced  in  great  abun- 
dance. The  pumpkins  are  boiled  as  turneps, 
and  eaten  with  fait  and  pepper.  This  fruit  is 
admirably  adapted  to  the  ufe  of  voyagers,  as  ic 
will  keep  m^ny  months  without  care,  and  makes 
an  excellent  pye,  when  mixed  with  the  juice  of 
lemons  and  fugar.    The  papaws  of  this  country 
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tre  fupcrior  to  turncps,  if  rhe  cores  arc  extract- 
ed, after  paring  them  when  they  are  green.  The 
guava  has  a  ftrong  fmell,  and  a  tafte  not  Ids 
difagrecable :  it  is  probable,  that  the  guava  of 
the  Weft  Indies,  which  many  writers  have  dif- 
tinoruilhcd  by  their  praifes,  has  a  very  different 
flavour.     The  fweet  fop  is  a  fruit  that  has  but 
little  flavour :  it  abounds  in  large  kernels,  from 
which  the  pulp  is  fucked.    The  tafte  of  the 
cuftard- apple  very   much   refembles   the  difli 
from  which  its  name  is  taken.     The  caftiew- 
apple  produces  a  nut  which  is  not  unknown  in 
England ;  but  the  fruit  has  fuch  an  aftringent 
quality,  that  the  Batavians  feldom  cat  of  it : 
the  nut  grows  on  the  top  of  the  apple.     The 
<cocoa-nut  is  plentiful  in  this  country,  and  there 
arc  feveral  kinds  of  this  fruit,  the  beft  of  which 
is  very  red  between  the  ftiell  and  the  flcin.     The 
jamboo  is  a  fruit  that  has  but  little  tafte,  but  is 
pf  a  cooling  nature :  it  is  confiderably  lefs  than 
^  common  fized  apple,    and  thofe  that  have 
grown  to  their  full  fize  are  always  the  beft  j  its 
ihape  is  oval,  and  its  colour  the  deep  red.     Of 
the  jambu-eyer,  there  are  two  kinds,  the  white 
and  the  red :  they  are  ftiaped  like  a  bell,  and 
are  fomething  bigger  than  a  cherry :  they  have 
no  kind  of  tafte   but  that  of  a  watery  acid. 
The  jambu-eyer  mauwar  fmells  like  a  rofe,  and 
its  tafte  is  not  unlike  that  of  conferve  of  rofes. 
The  mangoftan  is  of  a  dark  red  colour,  and 
|70t  larger  than  a  fniall  apple  >  to  the  bottom  of 
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this  fruit  adhere  feveral  little  leaves  of  the 
bloffbm,  while  on  its  top  are  a  number  of 
triangles  combined  in  a  circle :  it  contains  fe- 
veral kernels  ranged  in  a  circular  form,  with- 
in which  is  the  pulp,  a  fru*c  of  moft  exquifite 
tafte:  it  is  equally  nutritious  and  agreeable, 
and  is  conftantly  given  to  perfons  who  are  trou- 
bled with  inflammatory  or  putrid  fevers.  The 
fweet  orange  of  this  country  is  likewife  given  in 
the  fame  diforders.  The  pomgranate  of  thefe 
parts  differs  in  nothing  from  that  generally  well 
known  in  England.  The  durion  takes  its  name 
from  the  word  dure^  which,  in  the  language  of 
the  country,  means  prickle ;  and  this  name  is 
well  adapted  to  the  fruit,  the  Ihell  of  which  is 
covered  with  fharp  points  fhaped  like  a  fugar- 
loaf :  its  contents  are  nuts,  not  much  fmaller 
than  chefnuts,  which  are  furrounded  with  a  kind 
of  juice  refembling  cream ;  and  of  this  the  in- 
habitants eat  with  great  avidity :  the  fmell  of 
this  fruit  is  more  like  that  of  onions,  than  any 
other  European  vegetable,  and  its  taile  is  like 
that  of  onions,  fugar,  and  cream  intermixed: 
the  infide  of  the  durion,  when  ripe,  is  parted, 
lengthways,  into  feveral  divifions.  The  nanca 
is  a  fruit  which  fmells  like  garlic  and  apples 
mixed  together :  its  fize,  in  the  gardens  of  Ba- 
tavia,  is  not  greater  than  that  of  a  middling 
fized  pumpkin,  and  its  (hape  is  nearly  the 
fame :  it  is  covered  with  prickles  of  an  angu- 
lar form.      They   were   informed  that,  at  a 
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place  called  Madura,  it  has  been  known  to  grow 
to  fuch  an  enormous  fize,  as  to  require  the 
flrength  of  two  men  to  carry  it.  The  cham- 
pada  is  in  all  refpcdls  like  the  nanca,  only  that 
it  is  not  fo  large.  The  rambutan  contains  a 
fruit,  within  which  is  a  ftone,  that  is,  perhaps, 
thefineft  acid  in  the  world  :  this  fruit  is  not  un- 
like a  chefnut  with  its  huflc  on  j  and  it  is  cover- 
ed with  fmall  prickles  of  a  dark  red  colour, 
and  fo  foft  as  to  yield  to  the  flighted  imprcfli- 
on.  The  jambolan  refembles  a  damafcen,  both 
in  colour  and  fize  ;  and  is  of  a  very  aftringent 
nature.  The  boa  bidarra  taftes  like  an  apple, 
but  is  likewife  extremely  aftringent ;  its  fize  vi 
that  of  a  goofeberry,  its  form  round,  and  its 
colour  yellow.  The  nam  nam  makes  an  excel- 
lent fritter,  if  fried  in  batter,  but  is  not  efteem- 
cd  when  raw :  the  rind  of  it  is  rough,  its  length 
is  about  three  inches,  and  its  ftiape  not  unlike 
that  of  a  kidney.  The  catappa  and  the  canare 
are  two  fpecics  of  nuts,  the  kernels  of  which 
are  like  thofe  of  an  almond,  but  fo  hard,  that 
it  is  almoft  impoffible  to  break  them.  The 
madja  contains  a  pulp  of  a  fharp  tafte,  which  is 
eaten  with  fugar :  this  fruit  is  covered  with  a 
very  hard  Ihell.  The  funtal  is  a  fruit  fcarcely 
fit  to  be  eaten,  being  at  once  aftringent,  acid, 
and  of  a  moft  unpleafant  tafte,  yet  it  is  pub- 
lickly  fold  in  the  ftrects  of  Batavia  :  it  contains 
a  number  of  kernels,  which  are  inclofed  in  a 
thick  Ikin.    The  falack  is  nearly  of  the  fize  of 
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a  fmall  golden  pippin,  and  contains  a  few  l^et^ 
nels  of  a  yellow  colour,  the  tafte  of  which  i» 
not  unlike  that  of  a  ftrawberry ;  but  the  co^ 
vering  of  this  fruit  is  very  remarkable,  as  it 
confiils  of  a  number  of  fcales  refembling  thof6 
of  a  filli.  The  cherrema  and  the  blimbing 
are  two  four  fruits,  exceedingly  well  adapted  to 
make  four  fauce  and  pickles.  The  blimbing 
befle  is  another  fruit  of  the  fame  kind,  but 
coniidcrably  fweeter. 

Of  the  fruits  not  in  feafon  when  Captainl 
Cook  was  at  Batavia,  he  mentions  the  boa  atap^ 
and  the  kimkit,  which  he  faw  prefervcd  in  fu- 
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and  there  are  feveral  other  forts  which  thef 


Batavians  arc  fond  of,  but  they  are  rievef 
eaten  by  ftrangers,  among  thofe  are  the  mo- 
ringa,  the  guilindina,  the  kellor,  and  the  foc- 
cum,  this  lafl:  has  the  appearance  of  the 
bread-fruit,  which  is  produced  in  the  iflands  of 
the  South  Seas,  but  it  is  not  near  fo  good  ;  tho' 
the  tree  on  which  it  grows  is  alfo  exadly  like  the 
bread  fruit  tree. 

The  fruit  fold  at  the  common  fliops  is  gene- 
rally too  ripe  •,  but  in  a  ftrect,  named  PafTar 
Piflang,  which  is  inhabited  by  Chinefe  frui- 
terers only,  that  which  is  very  good  may  be  ob- 
tained, but  at  a  price  greatly  exceeding  its  va- 
lue. The  gardens  of  gentlemen  near  the  town 
furnifh  thefe  Chinefe  fruit-fellers ;  but  the  other 
dealers  are  fupplied  from  a  greater  diftance  up 
the  country,  where  the  inhabitants  live  by  the 

cukiva- 


U  .  .  - 


ROUND    THE    WORLD.      Si 

cultivation  of  large  tracts  of  land,  for  the  fok 
purpofe  of  raifing  fruk. 

it  is  aitonilhing  to  conceive  what  quantities  of 
fruit  are  eaten  at  Batavia.  Two  large  markets 
are  held  weekly,  at  diilant  places,  for  the  ac- 
commodation of  perfons  refiding  in  different 
parts  of  the  country  ;  and  at  thefe  markets  the 
fruit-fellers  of  the  town  meet  the  gardeners, 
and  purchafe  their  goods  at  very  low  rates  :  buC 
as  the  markets  are  held  on  Mondays  and  Sa- 
turdays, thofe  who  wiQi  to  be  fupplied  with 
what  is  frefh,  in  the  middle  of  the  week,  mud 
apply  to  the  Chinefe  dealers  above-mentioned, 
as  the  heat  of  the  climate  renders  it  unfit  for 
eating  in  a  few  days.  At  their  markets  it  is 
common  to  fee  "  ii,fty  or  fixty  cart-loads  of  the 
*'  fineft  pine-apples  carelefsly  tumbled  toge- 
««  .ther."        .     .,'      , 

The  Batavians,  and  the  natives  of  other  parts 
of  the  ifland  of  Java,  drew  an  immenfe  num- 
ber of  flowers  about  their  houfes,  ^nd  are  al- 
moft  always  burnir-g  aromatic  woods  and  gums; 
which,  it  is  iraagin^],  is  done  by  way  of  pu- 
rifying thCv  air  -,  tiie  Itench  that  arifcs  from  the 
canals  and  ditchf?3  being  e^c^^eding  naufeous  and 
difagrecaWp.      ..    ,,,..,,  ,    . 

The  fwe^t  fcented  flowers  of  this  country  arc 
very  numerous,  many  of  which  being  totally 
unknown  in  England,  we  fliall  mention  a  few 
qf  the  moft  remarkable. — 'The  combang  ton- 
quin,  and  combang  caracnafli,   ar^  Very  fra- 
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grant  flowers,  but  unlike  any  thing  feen  in  the 
gardens  of  Europe  :  they  are  very  Imall,  fcem 
to  be  of  the  dog's-bane  kind,  and  both  in  fmell 
and  lliape  arc  very  much  alike. — The  cananga 
looks  more  like  a  bunch  of  leaves  than  a  flower  ; 
its  fmell  is  fingular,  but  extremely  pleafant. — 
•I'he  bonjatanjong  is  of  a  pale  yellow  colour,  and 
delightful  fmell :  it  is  about  an  inch  and  a  half 
in  circumference,  and  confifts  of  pointed  leaves, 
which  give  it  the  form  of  a  ttar. — The  cham- 
packa  fmells  fomewhat  like  a  jonquil,  and  is 
otherwife  not  unlike  it,  though  rather  of  a 
deeper  yellow :  this  flower  is  produced  by  a 
large  tree. 

The  fundal  malam  is  only  mentioned  on  ac- 
count of  its  name,  which  implies,  "  the  in- 
"  triguer  of  the  night.**  This  flower  has  no 
kind  of  fmell  during  the  day-time,  but  on  the 
approach  of  the  night  its  fwcets  begin  to  dif- 
clofc  themfelves,  and  its  fragrancy  is  almoft 
unequalled  :  in  other  refpeds  it  is  the  fame  as 
the  tuberofe  of  England. 

All  the  above-mentioned  kinds  of  flowers 
being  made  into  nofegays  of  various  fliapes,  o** 
ftrung  on  a  piece  of  thread,  are  carried  through 
the  ftreets  of  an  evening  for  fale.  The  gar- 
dens of  the  gentlemen  afford  many  flowers  be- 
fides  thofe  above-mentioned,  but  they  do  not 
grow  in  numbers  fu  flic  lent  to  be  offered  to  fale. 

This  country  produces  a  plant,  called  pan- 
dang,  th«  leaves  of  which  being  ftired  fmail, 
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and  mixed  with  a  variety  of  flowers,  the  na- 
tives, both  men  and  women,  fill  their  clothes 
r.nd  hair  with  this  fragrant  mixture,  which  they 
likewile  fprinkle  on  their  b  ids,  and  ikep  be- 
neath a  profufion  of  Iweets  i  a  Tingle  flacet  of 
fine  chintz  being  all  the  other  covering  of  the 

bed. 

Formerly  the  ifland  of  Java  produced  no 
kind  of  fpices  but  pepper,  and  the  quantity 
which  the  Dutch  bring  annually  from  thence  is 
very  confiderable  ;  but  the  quantity  that  is  made 
ufe  of  in  the  country  is  very  fmall,  as  the  peo- 
ple there  give  the  preference  to  Cayan  pepper. 
The  inhabitants  are  extremely  fond  of  nutmegs 
and  cloves,  but  they  bear  too  high  a  price  to 
be  much  in  ufe,  as  the  trees  which  produce 
them  are  all  become  Dutch  property. 

Cloves  are  now  grown  no  where  but  on  the 
ifland  of  Amboina,  and  fome  little  iflands  near 
it  -,  the  artful  Hollanders  having  poflTellcJ  them- 
felves  of  all  the  trees,  in  confequence  of  feve- 
ral  fubfequent  treaties  of  peace,  with  the  fevc- 
ral  kings  of  the  other  iflands ;  for  at  the  con- 
clufion  of  every  war,  the  conquerors  left  the 
poor  Indians  fl:ill  fewer  trees,  by  way  of  pu- 
nifliment  for  their  oppofition,  till,  in  the  end, 
they  have  dcllroyed  them  all. 

There  are  fcarce  any  nutmegs,  except  on 
the  ifland  of  Banda,  where  they  originally 
grew  i  this  ifland,  however,  produces  a  plenty, 
equal  to  the  demand  of  all  the  world.     On  the 
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Coaft  of  New  Guinea  there  are  a  fmall  number 

of  nutmeg- trees. 

The  ifland  of  Java  produces  goats,  Iliecp* 
hogs,  buffaloes,  and  horfes.  The  horfc, 
which  is  faid  to  have  been  met  with  here 
when  the  country  was  originally  difcovered, 
is  a  fmall,  but  nimble  animal,  being  feldom 
above  thirteen  hands  high.  The  horned  cat- 
tle of  this  country  are  different  from  thofe 
of  Europe  :  the  flefh  is  extremely  lean,  but 
of  a  very  fine  grain.  Both  the  Chinefe  and 
the  natives  oi  the  ifland  feed  on  the  buffa- 
Foe  i  but  the  Dutch  will  neither  tafte  the  flefti 
nor  the  milk,  from  a  ridiculous  idea,  that 
they  are  produdive  of  fevers.  The  fheep 
are  tough  and  ill  tafted  -,  their  l"kins  are  hairy^ 
and  they  have  long  han£^rng-ears.  A  few  (beep 
from  the  Cape  of  Good  Hope  being  at  Batavia, 
Captain  Cook  bought  fome  of  them  at  the  rate 
of  a  (hilling  a  pound. 

The  hogs,  efpecially  thofe  of  the  Chincfe 
breed,  are  exquifitely  fine  food,  but  fo  extra- 
vagantly fat,  that  the  lean  is  always  fold  fepa- 
rately.  The  butchers,  who  are  Chinefe,  have 
no  kind  of  objedion  to  taking  oflf  the  fat, 
which  they  melt,  and  fell  to  their  countrymen, 
who  eat  it  with  their  rice  :  though  thefe  hogs 
are  fuch  fine  food,  yet  the  Dutch  prefer  the 
breed  of  Holland,  which  are  confequcntly  fold 
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The  Portuguefe  make  a  pradicc  of  (hooting 
the  wild  hog,  and  deer  of  two  kinds,  witU 
which  the  neighbourhood  of  Batavia  abounds  : 
thefe  are  all  good  eating,  and  are  purchafed  at 
very  moderate  prices.  The  goats  of  this  coun- 
try are  as  bad  food  as  the  fheep.  .  Dogs  and 
cats  abound  on  the  IQand,  and  wild  horfes  and 
other  cattle  are  found  on  the  mountains  at  a 
confiderable  dillance  from  Batavia. 

Few  monkies  are  feen  near  the  town,  but 
there  are  many  of  them  on  the  mountains  and 
defart  places,  where  alio  are  a  few  rhinocerofes, 
and  great  numbers  of  tygers. 

The  quantity  of  fiOi  taken  here  is  aftonilhing- 
ly  great,  and  all  the  kinds  of  them  are  fine 
food,  except  a  few  which  are  very  fcarce  ;  yet 
fuch  is  the  falfe  pride  of  the  inhabitants,  that 
thefe  few  fcarce  forts  are  fold  at  very  high  ratess 
while  thofe  that  are  good  are  fold  for  a  mere  tri- 
fle, nor  are  they  eaten  but  by  the  (laves.  A 
gentleman  with  whom  Captain  Cook  dined 
told  him,  he  could  have  bought  a  finer  di(h  of 
filh  for  a  (liilling,  than  what  he  had  given  ten 
for  i  but  that  he  (hould  have  been  the  ridicule 
of  all  the  politer  people,  if  he  had  gone  to  fo 
good  a  market.      "  -  •:  -         - 

The  Dutxh  will  not  tafle  of  the  turtle  which 
are  taken  here:  Captain  Cook  acknowledges 
that  they  are  (5ne  eating,  though  not  equal  to 
thole  cafched  in  the  Weft  Indies,  even  when 
they  are  d'r^flTed  in  London.  Mr.  Banks  (hot  a 
^"';''  -^ "  lizard 
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lizard  five  feet  in  length,  which  was  extremely 
well  tailed:  our  adventurers  were  informed, 
that  fome  of  thefe  animals  had  been  feen,  which 
were  full  as  thick  as  the  thigh  of  a  man. 

This  country  produces  an  abundance  of  poul- 
try, as  excellent  of  their  kinds  as  thofe  of  Eng- 
land. The  turkies  are  immoderately  dear,  and 
the  pigeons  not  much  lefs  fo ;  but  the  geefe, 
ducks,  and  fine  1  rge  fowls  are  altogether  as 
cheap. 

The  neighbourhood  of  Batavia  produces 
fnipes  of  two  kinds,  one  of  which  was  the  fame 
as  the  Englifli :  of  the  Portuguefe,  who  ap- 
pear to  be  the  only  dealers  in  wild  fowl,  any 
number  of  thrufhes  might  have  been  purchafed. 
Our  adventurers  once,  and  once  only,  faw  a 
wild  duck  in  the  fields,  but  never  obferved  any 
of  thefe  birds  expofed  to  falc ;  and,  indeed, 
wild  fowl  in  general  are  far  from  being  plenti- 
ful at  Batavia.  Captain  Cook  obferves,  as  a 
fingularity  refpefling  the  fnipe,  that  he  is  to  be 
met  with  in  all  the  quarters  of  the  globe,  and 
is  feen  in  a  greater  variety  of  places  than  any 
other  of  the  whole  feathered  creation. 

The  liquors  of  the  iQand  of  Java,  are  palm- 
wine  and  arrack ;  of  the  former  they  have  three 
forts,  the  firft  of  which  is  drank  within  a  few 
hours  after  it  is  drawn  from  the  tree,  and  al- 
moft  in  its  original  ftate,  when  it  has  a  mode- 
rate fweetnefs :  the  fecond  and  third  forts  are 
made  by  fermenting  it,  and  putting  various 
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herbs  and  roots  into  it :  the  firfl:  of  thefe  liquors 
will  not  occafion  drunkennefs,  but  the  two  lat- 
ter will.  The  arrack  is  fo  generally  known,  as 
not  to  demand  any  defcription. 

The  natives  of  Java  profefs  the  religion  of 
Mahomet,  and  of  courfe  do  not, indulge  in 
wine,  at  leaf,  pubiickly ;  but  not  to  be  exceeded 
in  the  vice  of  drunkennefs  by  their  chriftian 
neighbours,  they  are  almoft  conftantly  chewing 
opium,  which  is  well  known  to  intoxicate  in  a 
high  degree. 

Exclufivc  '  the  Chinefc,  and  the  Indians  of 
many  differ.  .  nations,  who  inhabit  the  town  of 
Batavia,  ana  the  country  in  its  neighbourhood, 
the  inhabitants  are,  proportionably,  a  very  fmall 
number  i  and  even  of  thefe  not  a  fifth  part  are 
Dutch,  or  defcendcd  from  natives  of  Holland  : 
the  Portuguefe  are  more  in  number  than  all  the 
other  Europeans. 

The  troops  in  the  Dutch  fervice  are  compofed 
of  the  natives  of  almoft  all  the  kingdoms  of 
Europe  •,  but  of  thefe  the  Germans  out-number 
all  the  others.  When  a  perfon  of  any  country 
goes  to  refide  at  Batavia,  it  is  neceflary  that  he 
firft  enter  as  a  foldier  in  the  fervice  of  the 
Dutch  Eaft  India  Company,  binding  himfelf  to 
ferve  five  years,  which  being  done,  he  applies 
to  the  Council  for  leave  of  abfence,  wliich  be- 
ing granted  of  courfe,  he  then  engages  in  any 
bufinefshe  thinks  proper :  thus  the  Dutch  have 
always  an  army  ready  to  be  called  forth  on  any 
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emergency.  No  foreigner,  of  whatever  na- 
tion, has  any  (hare  in  the  management  of  pub- 
Ik  affairs,  aH  places  of  power^  truft  and  profit, 
toeing  held  by  the  Dutch. 

Though  the  men  of  other  countries  are 
Ijound  to  the  obfervation  of  the  above-mention- 
ed conditions,  women,  from  any  part  of  the 
globe,  may  refide  and  trafHck  at  Batavia  un- 
molffted.  Captain  Cook  was  informed  that, 
at  the  time  he  was  there,  the  whole  place  could 
Bot  furni{h  fifty  women  who  were  natives  of 
Europe,  yet  the  town  abounded  with  white  wo- 
men, who  were  defcended  from  Europeans,  who 
bad  fettled  there  at  different  times,  all  the  men 
having  paid  the  debt  of  nature ;  for  fo  it  is,  that 
the  climate  of  Batavia  deflroys  the  men  much 
fader  than  the  women.  Thefe  women  follow 
the  delicate  cuftom  of  chewing  betel,  after  the 
example  of  the  native  Javanefe,  whofe  drefs 
they  imitate,  and  whofe  manners  they  copy,  \ti 
all  other  refpeds.  V 

Mercantile  bufinefs  is  conducted  at  Batavia 
with  the  flighteft  trouble  imaginable :  when  a 
merchant  receives  an  order  for  goods  of  any 
kind,  he  communicates  the  contents  of  it  to  the 
Chinefe,  who  are  the  univerfal  manufadlurers. 
The  Chinefe  Agent  delivers  the  effeds  on  board 
the  fhip,  for  which  they  are  befpoke,  and  tak- 
ing a  receipt  for  them  from  the  matter  of  the 
vefTel,  he  delivers  it  to  the  merchant,  who  pay? 
the  Chinefe  for  the  goods,  and  referves  a  confi- 
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derable  profit,  without  the  lead  trouble,  rilk, 
or  anxiety.  But  when  a  merchant  imports  goods 
jf  any  kind,  he  receives  them  himfelf,  and 
lodges  them  in  his  own  warehoufes.  It  may  be 
wondered,  than  the  Chinefe  do  not  (hip  the 
goods  on  their  own  account  j  but  from  this  they 
are  reHrided,  and  compelled  to  fell  them  to  the 
merchants  only. 

The  inhabitants  of  Java  diftinguifh  the  Por- 
tuguefe  by  the  name  of  Oranferane^  that  is,  Na- 
zareen  men  j  but  they  ufc  the  general  term  of 
Caper^  or  Cajir^  refpeding  all  who  do  not  pro- 
fefs  the  religion  of  Mahomet ;  and  in  this  they 
include  the  Portuguefe,  But  the  Portugucfe  of 
Batavia  are  fo  only  in  name  *,  for  they  have  nei- 
ther any  conne6tion  with,  or  knowledge  of,  the 
kingdom  of  Portugal,  and  they  have  changed 
the  religion  of  the  church  af  Rome,  for  that 
of  Luther.  With  the  manners  of  the  Java- 
nefe,  they  are  wholly  familiarized,  and  they 
commonly  fpeak  their  language,  though  they 
are  able  to  converfe  in  a  corrupt  kind  of  Por- 
tuguefe. They  drefs  in  the  habit  of  the  coun* 
iry,  with  a  difference  only  in  the  manner  of 
wearing  their  hair :  their  nofes  are  more  peaked, 
and  their  {kin  of  a  deeper  cad  than  that  of  the 
natives.  Some  of  them  are  mechanics  and 
artificers,  others  fiibfiil  by  wafhing  of  linen,  and 
the  reft  procure  a  maintenance  by  hunting. 

The  Indian  inhabitants  of  Batavia,  and  the 
country  in  its  neighbourhood,  are  not  native  Ja- 
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vanefe,  but  are  either  born  on  the  feveral  iflanda 
from  whence  the  Dutch  bring  their  (laves,  or 
the  offspring  of  luch  as  have  been  born  on  thofe 
iilands :  and  thtfe  having  been  made  free,  ei- 
ther in  their  own  pcribns,  or  in  the  perions  of 
their  anccilors,  enjoy  all  the  privileges  of  free- 
men. They  receive  the  generul  appellation  of 
OranOam,  which  implies,  "  Believers  of  the 
"  true  faith." 

,  The  various  otiier  Indian  inhabitants  of  this 
couniry  attach  themfelves  each  to  the  original 
culloms  of  that,  in  which  either  themfelves  or 
their  ancellors  were  born ;  keeping  themfelves 
apart  from  thofe  of  other  nations,  and  pradlifing 
both  the  virtues  and  vices  peculiar  to  their  own 
countries.  The  cultivation  of  gardens,  and  the 
confequent  fale  of  flowers  and  fruit,  afford  fub- 
fiflence  to  great  numbers  of  them :  thefe  are 
the  people  who  raife  the  betel  and  areca,  which 
being  mixed  with  lime,  and  a  fubftance  which 
is  called gambir,  the  produce  of  the  Indian  con- 
tinent, is  chewed  by  perfons  of  all  ranks,  wo- 
men as  well  as  men  :  indeed  fome  of  the  politer 
ladies  make  an  addition  of  cardamum,  and 
other  aromatics,  to  take  off  the  difagreeable 
Imell  with  which  the  breath  would  be  otherwife 
tainted.  Some  of  the  Indians  are  very  rich, 
keep  a  great  number  of  flaves,  and  live,  in  all 
icfpeds,  according  to  the  cuftoms  of  their  re- 
fpcdlive  countries  j  while  others  are  employed 
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to  convey  goods  by  water ;  and  others  ngaiii 
fubfill  by  filliing. 

The  Oranflams  feed  principally  en  boiled 
rice,  mixed  with  a  fmall  quantity  of  dried 
fhrimps  and  other  fifli,  which  are  imported  from 
China,  and  a  little  of  the  fleih  of  buffaloes  and 
chicken  :  they  are  fond  of  fruit,  of  which  they 
cat  large  quantities ;  and  with  the  flower  of  the 
rice  they  make  feveral  forts  of  paftry.  They 
fometimes  make  very  fuperb  entertainments, 
after  the  fafhion  of  their  refpedive  countries; 
but,  in  general,  they  are  a  very  temperate 
people :  of  wine  they  drink  very  little,  if  any, 
as  the  religion  of  Mahomet,  which  they  pro- 
fefs,  forbids  the  ule  of  it. 

When  a  marriage  is  to  be  folemnized  among 
the  Oranflams,  all  the  gold  and  filver  ornaments 
that  can  be  procured,  are  borrowed  to  deck  out 
the  young  couple,  who  on  thefe  occafions  never 
fail  to  make  the  moft  fplendid  appearance. 
Sumptuous  entertainments  are  given  by  thofe 
who  can  afford  them,  which  continue  twelve  or 
fourteen  days,  and  frequently  more,  during  all 
which  time  the  women  take  care  that  the  bride- 
groom Ihall  not  vifit  his  wife  privately,  though 
the  wedding  takes  place  previous  to  the  feUival. 

All  thefe  Indians,  though  they  come  from 
different  countries,  fpeak  the  Malay  language, ' 
if  it  deferves  that  name.      On  the  ifland  of 
Java  there  are  two  or  three  different  dialcdts  ; 
and  there  is  a  language  peculiar  to  every  fmall ' 
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idand  *,  it  is  conjedured,  that  the  Malay  tongue 
is  a  corruption  of  the  language  of  Malacca. 

The  hair  of  the  people,  which  is  black, 
without  a  Tingle  exception,  grows  in  great  abun- 
dance :  yet  the  women  make  ufe  of  oils  and 
other  ingredients,  to  increafe  the  quantity  of 
It :  they  faften  it  to  the  crown  of  the  head  with 
a  bodkin,  having  firft  twifted  it  into  a  circle, 
round  which  circle  they  place  an  elegant 
wreath  of  flowers,  fo  that  the  whole  head, 
drefs  has  the  moft  beautiful  appearence  that 
imagination  can  form  an  idea  of. 

It  is  the  univerfal  cuftom,  both  with  the  men 
and  women,  to  bathe  in  a  river  once  every  day, 
and  fometimes  oftener,  which  not  only  pro- 
motes health,  but  prevents  that  contradion 
of  filth,  which  would  be  otherwife  unavoidably 
in  fo  hot  a  climate. 

The  teeth  of  the  Oranflams  have  fome  par- 
ticularities in  them  well  worthy  of  notice. 
With  a  kind  of  whetftone  they  rub  the  ends  of 
them  till  they  are  quite  flat  and  even  i  they 
then  make  a  deep  groove  in  the  teeth  of  the  up- 
per jaw,  in  the  centre  between  the  bottom  of 
each  tooth  and  the  gum,  and  horizontally  with 
the  latter ;  this  groove  is  equal  in  depth  to  a 
quarter  of  the  thicknefs  of  the  teeth ;  yet  none 
of  thefe  people  have  a  rotten  tooth,  though, 
according  to  the  dentifts  of  England  and 
France,  fuch  a  thing  mud  be  unavoidable, 
as  the  tooth  is  pierced  much  deeper  than 
I  what 
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what  wc  call  the  enamel.  The  teeth  of  thefe 
people  become  very  black  by  the  chewing  of 
betel,  yet  a  flight  walhing  will  take  off  this 
black:iefs,  and  the  teeth  are  then  perfcftly 
white-,  but  they  are  very  feldom  wafhed,  as 
die  depth  of  the  colour  is  very  far  from  being 
thought  difagreeablc. 

Almoft  every  perfon  has  read  or  heard  of 
the  Mohawks  *,  and  thefe  are  the  people  who 
are  fo  denominated,  from  a  corruption  of  tht 
word  A  mock,  which  will  be  well  explained  bj 
the  following  Itory  and  obfervatbns.  To  run 
a  muck  is  to  get  drunk  with  opium,  and  theii 
feizing  fome  offenfive  weapon,  to  Tally  forth 
from  the  houfe,  kill  the  perfon  or  perfons  fup-* 
poied  to  have  injured  the  Amock,  and  any  other 
perfon  that  attempts  to  impede  his  paiTage,  till 
he  himfelf  is  taken  prifoner,  or  killed  on  the 
fpot.— While  Captain  Cook  was  at  Batavia,  a 
perfon  whofe  circumdances  in  life  were  inde* 
pendent  becoming  jealous  of  his  brother,  in- 
toxicated himfelf  with  opium,  and  then  mur- 
dered his  brother,  and  two  other  men,  who  en- 
deavoured to  feize  him.  This  man,  contrary 
to  the  ufual  cuftom,  did  not  leave  his  own 
houfe,  but  made  his  refiftance  from  within  it ; 
yet  he  had  taken  fuch  a  quantity  of  the  opium, 
that  he  was  totally  delirious,  which  appeared 
from  his  attempting  to  fire  three  mulkets,  nei- 
ther of  which  had  been  loaded,  or  even 
primed. 
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During  the  tiir.c  that  Captain  Cook  was  at 
Batavia,  ieveral  in  (lances  of  the  like  kind  oc- 
curred,   and  he  was  informed  by    an  officer, 
whofe  dury  it  was  to  take  fuch  ofi'enders  into 
cuftody,  that  hardly  a  week  pafled  in  the  year 
in  which  he  was  not  obliged  to  exercife  his  au- 
thority :  the  Captain  was  alfo  told,  that  jea- 
lonfy  of  the  woriien  is  the  ufual  realon  of  thele 
poor  creatures  running  a  muck^  and  that  the 
firft  obje(5t   of  their  vengeance  is   always  the 
perfon  whom  they  luppofe  to  have  injured  them. 
The  officer,  whofc  bufinefs  it  is  to  apprehend 
thefe  unhappy  wretches,  is  furnilhed  with  a  long 
pair    of  tongs,    in    order    to    take   hold   of 
them  at  fnch  a  diftance  from  the  point  of  their 
weapons,    as   to   infure    his    ptribnal    fafety. 
When  he  takes  one  of  them  alive  he  is  amply 
rewarded ;  but  this  is  not  often  the  cafe,  as  they 
are  fo  defperate  as  not  to  be  cafily  apprehended : 
when  they  are  killed  in  the  attempt  to  take 
them,  the  officer  has  only  the  cuftomary  grati- 
fication.    Thofe  who  are  taken  alive  are  broken 
on  the  wheel,  as  near  as  poffible  to  the  place 
where  the  firft  murder  was  perpetrated  5  and, 
as  they  are  feldom  apprehended  without  being 
previoufly  wounded,  the  time  of  their  execu- 
tion is  fooner  or  later j  according  to  the  opi- 
nions of  the  phyficians,  whether   the   wounds 
are,  or  are  not  mortal. 

r  The  Oranflami:  believe  that  the  Devil  is  the 
author  of  ficknefs,  and  other  mhfortunes,  on 
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which  account  they  make  an  oblation  of  meat, 
money,  and  other  things,  to  him,  when  they 
are  either  fick  or  in  trouble.  When  they  dream 
fiicceflively  for  feveral  nights,  tiuy  have  no 
doubt  but  that  the  Devil  has  t-njoincd  the  per- 
formance of  fome  adV,  to  difcover  which  they 
torture  their  brains  in  vain,  and  then  apply  to 
the  prieft,  who  never  fails  to  interpret  the  dream 
in  a  fatisfaftory  manner.  In  confcquence  of 
this  interpretation,  by  which  it  appears  that  tlie 
Devil  is  in  want  of  money  and  food,  a  quantity 
of  each  is  placed  in  the  leaves  of  the  cocoa-nuC 
tree,  and  being  hung  on  the  bough  of  a  tree 
by  the  fide  of  a  river,  is  left  till  fome  paflen- 
ger  Hiall  find,  and  take  away  the  money,  which 
is  confidcred  not  fo  much  an  offering  to  the 
Devil,  as  a  fine  due  for  fome  crime  committed  ; 
with  regard  to  the  food,  they  imagine  that  the 
Devil  comes  and  fucks  out  the  nutritious  parts 
of  it,  without  moving  it  out  of  its  place.  From 
this  part  of  the  ftory  it  feems  reafonable  to  con- 
clude, tl:at  the  prieft,  having  previous  know- 
ledge where  the  oblation  is  to  be  made,  takes 
the  money,  and  leaves  the  viduals. 

This  inilance  of  the  fuperftition  of  thefe 
people  may  be  thought  very  extraordinary  ; 
but  the  following  will  appear  much  mors  fo. 
They  are  poflfefled  with  an  idea,  that  when  one 
of  their  wives  is  brought  to  bed,  a  crocodile  is 
born,  as  a  brother  to  the  infant;  and  they 
imagine  that  the  mid^rife  conveys  the  young 
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crocodile  to  an  adjacent  river,  into  which  (he 
puts  it,  with  the  utmoft  care  and  tendcrnefs. 
Thofe  who  fiippole  themfelves  honoured  by  the 
birth  of  this  new  relation,  fail  not  to  put  food 
in  the  river  for  his  fubfiftence  j  but  this  is  the 
peculiar  duty  of  the  twin  brother,  who  per* 
forms  this  fervice  regularly,  at  Bxed  periods, 
during  the  whole  courfe  of  his  life  \  firmly  be- 
lieving at  the  fame  time,  that  ficknefs  or  death 
would  be  the  confequence  of  an  oniiillon  on  his 
part. 

In  the  iflands  of  Boutou  and  Celebes  the  na- 
tives keep  crocodiles  in  their  families ;  and  ic 
IS  conjedured,  that  the  Ilrange  idea  of  the  twin 
crocodile  was  firft  conceived  in  one  of  thofe 
iflands :  it  extends,  however,  to  Java  and  Su- 
matra weflward,  and  among  the  iflands  to  the 
eallward  as  far  as  Ceram  and  Timor.  It  is  a 
matter  of  perteft  aftoniOiment,  how  even  the 
mod  ignorant  and  credulous  of  the  human 
race,  fliould  firmly  believe  an  utter  impoflibility 
to  occur  daily ;  yet  it  is  certain,  that  not  one 
of  the  Indians  whom  Captain  Cook  queftioned 
on  the  fubject,  entertained  the  lead  doubt 
about  the  matter.  The  crocodiles  fuppofed  to 
be  thus  born  are  diftinguiflied  by  the  name  of 
Sudaras  \  and  our  readers  cannot  fail  of  being 
entertained  with  the  following  ftory  refpefting 
them,  which  Mr.  Banks  heard  from  a  young 
woman  who  was  born  at  Bencoolen,  and  having 
lived  among  the  Englifli  at  that  place,  had 

karnl; 
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learnt  to  fpcalc  as  much  of  our  language  as 
was  fufficient  to  make  her  ftory  intelligible. 

She  faid  that,  when  her  father  was  on  his 
death-bed,  he  laid  the  ftrongcft  injundtions  on 
her  to  feed  a  crocodile  that  was  his  Sudara } 
that  he  told  her  the  name  by  which  he  might 
be  called  up,  and  the  particular  part  of  the  ri- 
ver where  (he  would  find  him.  Soon  after  the 
death  of  her  father,  (lie  haftened  to  the  river, 
and  calling  Radja  Pouti  (which  fignifies  white 
king)  the  Sudara  crocodile  made  his  appearance, 
and  (he  fed  him  with  her  own  hands.  She 
defcribed  him  as  being  more  beautiful  than 
crocodiles  are  in  general,  for  he  had  a  red 
nofe,  and  fpots  on  his  body ;  his  ears  were 
adorned  with  rings,  and  his  feet  with  orna- 
ments of  gold.  This  ftory  will  appear  the 
more  extravagantly  ridiculous,  when  it  is  recol- 
lefted  that  crocodiles  have  not  any  ears. 

A  roan  whofe  mother  was  a  native  of  the 
ifland  of  Java,  and  whofe  father  was  a  Dutch- 
man, was  engaged  in  the  fervice  of  Mr.  Banks 
during  his  refidence  at  fiatavia.  This  man 
told  his  matter  that  feverai  Dutchmen,  and 
many  Javanefe,  as  well  as  himfelf,  had  feen 
fuch  a  crocodile  as  was  defcribed  by  the  girl 
who  told  the  preceding  ftory,  and  that,  like 
her's,  its  feet  were  adorned  with  gold.  On 
Mr.  Banks's  remarking  the  abfurdity  of  thefe 
tales,  and  faying  that  crocodiles  had  not  ears, 
he  replied,  that  the  Sudaras  differed  confidera- 
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bly  from  other  crocodiles  •,  that  they  had  cars^ 
though  he  acknowledged  they  were  I'mall,  that 
their  tongues  filled  their  mouths,  and  that  on 
each  foot  they  had  five  toes. 

'J'herc  are  thret  tribes  of  Indians  on  the  ifland 
of  Batavia,  who  are  called  Boetons,  Macaf- 
fars,  and  Bougis.  Thefe  people  are  firm  be- 
lievers in  the  exiilence  of  the  Sudara  croco- 
diles ;  and  they  have  a  cuftom  among  them, 
which,  however  ridiculous  in  itfelf,  feems  to 
do  honour  to  their  filial  and  fraternal  afieclions^ 
At  fixed  periods  they  aflTemble  together,  and 
liaving  laden  a  large  boat  with  various  forts  of 
provifions,  they  launch  her  at  a  fpot  moft  likely 
to  be  frequented  by  crocodiles ;  here  they  row 
about,  fometimes  finging  and  fometimes  weep- 
ing, while  a  variety  of  mufical  inftruments  arc 
3  layed  on,  till  they  get  fight  of  a  crocodile. 
The  n'iOment  this  happens  they  throw  tobacco, 
betel  and  viduals  of  feveral  forts,  over  the  fide 
of  the  boat,  as  a  friendly  olFering  to  the  Su- 
dara crocodiles  of  their  own  country,  ima- 
gining, that  \^y  this  means  they  conciliate  the 
afl:c<5lions  and  good  will  of  their  relations, 
whom  they  fiiil  not  to  invoke  during  the  whole 
of  the  ceremony. 

.  The  Chinele  inhabitants  of  Batavia  are,  like 
thofe  of  their  own  country,  fome  of  the  moft 
induftrious  people  on  the  face  of  the  earth. 
They  ad  as  embroiderers,  dyers  of  cotton,  tay- 
lors,  carpenters,   joiners,   fmiths,   and  makers 
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«f  flippers :  fome  of  them  are  fliop-keepers, 
and  deal  largely  in  the  manui'adures  of  Europe 
and  China.  A  few  of  thefe  people  live  within 
the  walls  of  the  town  \  but  the  majority  of 
them  take  iip  their  refidence  in  a  diltrid,  named 
Campang  China,  which  is  fituated  without  the 
walls.  Thole  of  the  Chinefe,  who  live  in  the 
country,  either  keep  buffaloes  and  other  cattle, 
the  milk  of  which  they  fell  daily  at  Batavia,  or 
they  procure  a  rubfillence  by  the  raifing  of  rice 
and  fugar  canes,  and  the  cultivation  of  gardens. 

Captain  Cook  obl'erves,  that  the  danger  of 
being  hanged  for  any  crime  being  excepted, 
there  is  nothing,  however  infamous,  which  a 
Chinefe  will  refufe  to  do  for  gain  *,  and  in  this 
opinion  he  concurs  with  every  preceding  wri- 
ter i  fo  that  thefe  people  mud  have  taken  no 
fmall  pains  to  eilablifh  their  reputation  for 
knavery.  They  labour  with  unwearied  dili- 
gence, but  the  moment  they  have  compleated 
their  work  they  fit  down  to  dice,  cards,  or 
fome  other  of  the  very  numerous  games  which 
they  are  expert  at ;  and  they  follow  their  fports 
with  fuch  eagernefs,  that  the  buHnefs  of  eating 
and  fleeping  is  frequently  fufpended. 

The  cloaths  of  the  Chinefe,  whether  rich  or 
poor,  are  Angularly  clean  and  decent.  Their 
behaviour  is  civil  even  to  humility.  They  arc 
fuch  temperate  eaters,  that  gluttony  is  unknown 
among  them  ;  but  as  their  religion  does  not 
command  them  to  refrain  from  any  particular 
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food,  they  eat  a  variety  of  things  which  are 
denied  to  thofe  Indians  who  profefs  the  Maho- 
metan faith.  Exclufive  of  vegetables  and  filli 
of  various  kinds,  their  principal  food  ^lonfifts 
of  dogs,  cats,  lizards,  frogs,  ferpents  of  fe- 
veral  Ibrts,  and  hogs. 

The  Chinefe  have  purchafed  of  the  Dutch,  at 
-  a  very  large  expence,  feveral  hundred  acres  of 
land  in  the  vicinity  of  Batavia,  for  the  inter- 
ment of  their  dead  ;  for  it  is  a  rule,  from  which 
they  never  depart,  not  to  open  a  grave  which 
has  once  received  the  body  of  one  of  their 
countrymen ;  and  hence  arifes  an  enormous  ex- 
pence  in  the  purchafe  of  land,  which  greatly 
diftrefles  the  living,  to  pay  an  imaginary  ho- 
nour to  the  dead.  In  order  to  preferve  the 
body  as  long  as  poflible  from  decay,  the  coffin 
confifts  of  a  piece  of  folid  timber  hollowed 
out :  and  this  being  covered  with  a  kind  of 
mortar  feveral  inches  thick,  petrifies  in  the 
ground  till  it  is  as  hard  as  a  flint.  The  funeral 
is  attended  by  the  near  relations  of  the  deceafed, 
and  by  a  train  of  women,  who  are  paid  for  mak- 
ing lamentations. 

In  thefe  expenfive  cuftoms,  abfurd  as  they 
are,  the  Chinefe  are  equalled  by  the  reft  of 
their  Batavian  neighbours  ;  for  every  perfon  is 
buried  with  a  degree  of  fplendour  proportioned 
to  the  rank  he  has  held  in  life,  and  there  is  a 
pofitive  law  which  enjoins  the  obfervance  of  this 
cuftomj  in  confequence  of  which  it  frequently 
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happens,  that  thofe  who  have  not  money  fufH- 
cient  to  pay  the  juft  demands  on  them,  are 
buried  in  a  pompous  manner,  merely  becaufe 
they  have  lived  elegantly.  In  this  cafe  perfons 
are  employed  to  take  an  account  of  what  the 
man  died  worth,  and,  when  the  funeral  expen- 
ces  are  defrayed,  the  furplus  is  divided  among 
the  creditors. 

The  various  inhabitants  of  the  ifland  of  Ja- 
va, whether  Dutch,  Portuguefc  or  Indians,  arc 
all  waited  on  by  flaves,  whofe  number  is  pro- 
portioned to  the  circumftances  of  the  mafterj 
but  there  are  laws  in  force,  that  no  native  of 
the  ifland  fhall  ferve  as  a  flave.  Thefe  people, 
the  number  of  which  is  very  great,  are  bought 
at  Sumatra,  and  the  other  eaftern  iflands,  at 
various  prices,  from  ten  to  twenty  pounds; 
but  there  have  been  inftances  of  very  beautiful 
girls  being  fold  at  above  five  times  the  common 
market  price.  They  are  fed  on  boiled  rice, 
and  fuch  filh  as  can  be  purchalcd  at  the  lowed 
rates ;  a  little  of  which  fatisfies  them,  nor  in- 
deed do  they  deferve  even  the  little  they  eat, 
for  they  are  idle  and  fluggifti  in  the  higheft 
degree. 

The  negroes  of  Africa  are  purchafed  at  a 
lower  price  than  any  other  flaves,  and  indeed 
any  price  whatever  exceeds  their  merit,  for  they 
are  of  the  moll  obftinate  difpofitions,  and 
thieves,  without  a  Angle  exception.  Thofe 
flaves  which  are  purchafed  from  the  ifland  of 
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Celebes  are  moft  intolerably  lazy,  and  of  fb 
ferocious  a  difpofition,  that  their  employers 
run  the  hazard  of  their  perfonal  fafety.  The 
ifland  of  Bali  furniflies  the  moil  ufcful  (laves ; 
and  the  little  ifland  Nias,  near  Sumatra,  fup- 
plies  female  flaves  of  exquifite  beauty  i  but  to 
thei'e  ill-fated  women  death  is  the  almoft  cer- 
tain conlequence  of  even  a  fiiort  rcfidence  at 
Batavia, 

The  mailers  of  any  of  thefe  flaves  may  pu- 
nifli  thfm  in  v;hatever  way  they  chufe,  fo  as 
not  to  deprive  them  of  life;  but  when  it  hap- 
pens that  a  flave  dies  of  the  punifliment  he  has 
received,  tne  maflier  is  tried,  and  commonly 
fufltrs  as  a  murderer.  From  this  circumftance 
it  is  reafonable  to  fuppofe,  that  the  maftcrs  arc 
cautious  how  they  beat  the  flaves  with  undue 
feverity  :  it  is  not  indeed  very  common  for  them 
to  flrike  them  at  ail,  but  they  pay  an  officer, 
who  is  called  the  Marineu,  for  inflicting  the 
punifliment.  The  Marineu  having  heard  what 
is  alledged  againft  the  delinquent,  determines 
how  many  fcripes  he  fliall  receive,  and  thefe 
are  given  by  flaves,  whofe  particular  bufinefs 
it  is  to  obey  the  commands  of  the  Marineu  : 
thefe  fliiokes  are  laid  on  with  rods  made  of  rat- 
tans fplit  very  fmall.  For  a  fevere  whipping 
the  Marineu  receives  a  ducatoon,  and  a  rixdol- 
lar.  for  a  flighter  punifliment.  The  women 
flaves  are  whipped  in  the  houfe  of  the  mafler, 
but  the  men   publickly  in    the  flreets.      In 
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order  that  thefe  flaves  may  not  be  under  too 
rrreat  temptations  to  Ileal,  their  mafters  are 
compelled  to  allow  them  feven  pence  half-penny 
weekly  for  pocket-money. 

There  is  fomething  fingular  in  the  fubordi- 
nation  obferved  among  the  inhabitants  of  Ba- 
tavia  and  the  adjacent  country.  The  man  who 
has  been  longelt  in  the  Dutch  Eaft  India  Com- 
pany's fervice  is  permitted  to  gild  his  coach, 
while  others  are  allowed  to  ride  in  coaches  dif- 
ferently painted,  according  to  the  length  of 
their  fcrvices,  and  others  again  ride  in  thofe 
that  are  quite  plain.  In  like  manner  the  coach- 
men arc  drefled  in  liveries,  that  have  a  greater 
or  leis  quantity  of  lace  on  them,  or  without 
any  lace  at  all.     .   . 

The  lawyers  of  Batavia  are  partial  in  their 
adminiftration  of  juftice,  to  a  very  reprehen- 
fible  degree.  When  an  Indian  has  committed 
any  crime  deemed  worthy  of  death,  he  is  im- 
paled, hanged,  or  broken  on  the  wheel,  with- 
out ceremony :  on  the  contrary,  if  a  Chriilian 
is  capitally  convidled,  execution  very  fcldom 
follows  the  fentence  :  and,  *what  '3  more  extra- 
ordinary, no  pains  are  taken  to  apprehend  the 
offender,  till  time  enough  has  been  allowed 
him  to  run  away,  if  he  thinks  proper. 

The  civil  officers  of  juilice  among  the  Chi- 
nefe  and  Malays  are  called  Captains  and  Lieu- 
tenants, but  their  decifions  are  not  final,  if  the 
party  againit  whom  they  may  decide,  thinking 
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himlelf  aggrieved,  (hould  appeal  to  the  Dutch 
lawyers,  in  which  cafe  the  decifion  of  the  lat- 
ter mufl:  be  abided  by.  ^ 

The  Dutch  have  laid  confiderable  taxes  on 
thefe  people,  among  which  is  one  for  the  per- 
miflion  to  wear  their  hair.  When  thefe  taxes 
become  due,  which  is  once  a  month,  they  hoift 
a  flag  on  the  top  of  a  houfe,  nearly  in  the  cen- 
ter of  Batavia,  and  the  man  who  does  not 
fpeedily  go  and  pay  his  money,  has  reafon  to 
repent  the  omifllon. 

The  current  money  of  this  country  is  of  dif- 
ferent value,  from  a  Dutch  doit  to  a  ducat. 
When  Captain  Cook  was  at  Batavia,  Spanilh 
dollars  fold  at  five  {hillings  and  five-pence  each, 
and  the  price  is  feldom  much  lower.  The  Chi- 
nefe  would  give  only  the  value  of  twenty  (hil- 
lings for  an  Englifh  guinea  that  was  almofl: 
new,  and  for  thofe  that  were  old,  and  much 
worn,  only  feventeen  {hillings. 

The  milled  ducatoons  of  Batavia  are  valued 
at  eighty  (livers ;  thofe  that  are  unmilled  at  fc- 
venty-two;  the  ducat  at  one  hundred  and 
thirty- two ;  the  imperial  rixdollars  at  fixty ; 
the  rupees  at  thirty;  the  fchellings  at  fix  ;  the 
double  cheys  at  two  and  a  half  ^  and  the  doits 
at  a  quarter  of  a  ftiver. 

We  (hall  now  proceed  to  a  recital  of  the  in- 
cidents  which  occurred  during  their  pa{rage 
from  Batavia  to  the  Cape  of  Good  Hope ;  in 
which  we  {hall  trace  them  with  the  utmoft  fi* 
1  delitv, 
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dclity,  ohiitting  not  a  fingle  circumftance  that 
may  either  entertain  or  inftruft  the  reader. 

Early  in  the  morning  of  the  27th  of  Deceril- 
ber  1770,  the  iindeavour  left  the  road  of  Ba- 
tavia,  and,  after  fcveral  hindrances^  occafiorted 
by  the  vrind  being  contrary,  ilie  ftood  over  for 
the  ftiore  of  Java,  on  the  firft  day  of  January 
1771.  .As  many  of  the  (hip's  crew,  who  had 
been  very  ill  ivhile  at  Batavia,  vvcre  now  be- 
come much  worfe,  the  veflel  was  brought  to  an 
anchor  in  the  afternoon  of  the  5th  near  Princes 
Iflandi  with  a  view  to  get  fome  neceilliry  re- 
fredinlentSi  and  likcwife  to  take  in  wood  and 
Water. 

Meffieurs  Solander  and  Banks  ndw  went  a- 
Ihore  with  the  Captain,  and  they  were  no  foonef 
landed,  than  fome  of  the  natives  condu(51:ed 
them  to  the  King  of  the  ifland,  with  whom  thhj 
endeavoured  to  make  a  bargain  for  fome  turtle's 
but  the  price  couid  not  be  agreed  on.  As  our 
adventurers  had  no  doubt  but  that  they  fhould 
purchafe  on  their  own  terms  the  following  day, 
they  left  the  Indians,  and  proceeded  in  fearch 
of  a  proper  place  to  fill  water,  which  was  foon 
found.  As  they  were  about  to  embark  for 
the  (hip,  they  purchafed  three  turtle  from  fome 
of  the  natives,  but  with  the  flridleft  injundbion, 
that  their  Sovereign  (hould  not  be  informed  of 
the  tranfa£tion. 

On  Sunday  the  6th  of  January  they  pur- 
chafed, at  very  moderate  prices,  as  many  turtle 
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as  they  had  occafion  for,  and  the  whole  (hip's 
company  fed  on  this  delicious  fifli.  The  King 
was  at  this  time  at  a  houfe  fituated  in  a  rice  iield> 
where  Mr.  Banks  waited  on  him,  and  found 
him  cooking  his  own  vidluals. 

On  Monday  the  inhabitants  brought  vegeta- 
bles, deer,  filh,  fowls  and  monkies,  for  fale; 
and  on  the  following  day  they  brought  down  a 
farther  number  of  turtle. 

A  fervant  that  Mr.  Banks  had  hired  at  Batavia 
having  acquainted  him,  that  there  was  a  town 
on  the  ifland,  his  curiolity  determined  him  to 
have  a  view  of  it,  and  one  of  the  officers  of  the 
Ihip  accompanied  him  on  his  vifit.  As  he  was 
apprehenfive  that  the  natives  would  not  be 
pleaied  at  his  going  to  the  town,  he  told  fuch 
of  them  as  he  met,  that  he  was  feeking  for 
plants,  which,  in  faft,  was  a  part  of  the  bufi- 
nefs  of  the  day.  Having  come  to  a  kind  of 
village,  confiding  of  a  very  few  houfes,  they 
afked  an  Indian  the  way  to  the  town,  and  fome 
other  particulars  refpeding  it ;  but  he  endea- 
voured to  prevent  their  proceeding,  by  repre- 
fcnting  it  as  at  a  very  great  diftance.  When  he 
faw  they  were  refolved  to  go  forward,  he  pro- 
ceeded with  them,  making  frequent  attempts 
to  miflead  them.  When  they  were  within  fight 
of  the  town,  the  Indian  changed  his  behaviour 
at  once,  and  led  the  way  to  it.    .  ... 

^    This  place,  which  contains  between  three  and 
four  hundred  houfes,  is  called  Samadang,  and 
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is  parted  by  a  river  into  the  old  and  the  new 
town.  Some  of  the  natives,  whom  the  gentle- 
men remembered  to  have  feen  among  thofc 
who  had  brought  provifions  for  fale,  agreed  to 
fcarry  them  from  the  old  town  to  the  new  for  a 
trifling  gratification.  This  was  done  by  means 
of  two  little  canoes,  which  were  lafhed  toge- 
ther i  and  they  had  no  fooner  reached  the  op- 
pofite  (hore,  than  the  Indians  (hewed  them  the 
houfes  of  their  Chiefs,  and  behaved  otherwife 
in  the  mod  friendly  manner  *,  but  as  this  was 
the  feafon  when  the  natives  live  in  their  rice- 
grounds,  to  fave  their  corn  from  the  depreda- 
tions of  the  monkies  and  birds,  molt  of  the 
houfes  were  (hut.  When  the  gentlemen  had 
feen  every  thing  that  they  thought  worthy  of 
notice,  they  hired  a  failing-boat,  which  con^ 
veyed  them  to  the  (hip  time  enough  for  dinner ; 
for  the  town  of  Samadang,  though  at  a  confi- 
derable  diftance  from  the  place  where  the  En- 
deavour lay  at  anchor,  is  (ituated  at  only  a  fmall 
diltance  from  the  fea-coa(t. 

On  the  1 2th,  while  the  Captain  was  on  (hore 
giving  orders, to  the  people  who  were  cutting 
wood  and  filling  water,  he  was  told,  that  one 
of  the  natives  had  ftolen  an  ax.  The  thief 
was  unknown ;  bikt  the  Captain,  refolved  not" 
to  pave  the  way  for  future  depredations  of  this 
kind,'  by  taking  no  notice  of  the  firfl:  offence, 
immediately  applied  to  the  King;  and  in  confe- 
(}uence  of  this  application,  the  ax  was  brought 
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fdown  to  the  watering-place  the  next  day.  The 
Indian  who  brought  it  back  faid,  it  was  left  at 
bi$  houle  in  the  night ;  but  it  WJ^s  fufpef^ed, 
that  him  felt  was  the  thief. 

Mr.  Banks  having  fever al  times  vifited  on  th^ 
King  of  the  iQand,  and  given  him  fome  trifle^ 
that  were  yery  acceptable,  he  waited  on  hin^ 
for  the  lall  time  on  the  1 3th  of  January,  and 
gratified  him  yery  much  by  a  prefent  of  a  fmall 
quantity  of  paper.  The  King  aiked  the  reafot^ 
V'hy  the  Engliili  fhips  did  not  touch  at  the 
ifland,  as  was  formerly  their  cuAnm;  wheii 
Mr.  Banks  attributed  the  omifllon  to  the  fcarc^- 
ty  of  turtle,  and  adviied  the  King  to  breed 
buETaloeS)  fheep  and  cattle,  for  the  accpoimo^ 
dationof  Iiis  fqture  vifitants.     . 

After  a  ftay  of  ten  days  a^:  Princes  Ifland^ 
during  >yhich  they  purchafed  vegetables  of  va- 
rious kinds,  fowl;,  deer,  turtle,  &p,  the  an- 
chor wa?  weighed,,  ^nd  the  yeilel  on^e  more  put 
to  fea. 

We  (hall  now  proceed  to  a  defcfiptipn  of  the 
iHand,  which  lies  in  the  weflern  mouth  of  the 
Streight  of  Suoda-  It  is  a  fmal^  wopdy  ifland^ 
and  has  been  cleared  only  in  yery  few  plt^ces. 
pur  India  fhips  ufed  to  touch  at  Princes  U^and 
to  take  in  water,  but  th^y  haye  oniitted  thi^ 
pra£tice  for  fome  years  fince,  on  accoimt,  su  ic 
}s  faid,  of  ^he  water  being  hrackilh  i  yet  Capi^ 
t^in  Cook  f^ys  it  is  escceeding  good»  if  filkd  to- 
W^d^  the  head  of  the  brook^. 
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The  fowls  which  were  purchafed  at  this  plac0 
coft  about  five*  pence  each }  the  turtle  three** 
farthings  a  pound,  and  other  6(K  were  propor- 
Cionably  cheap ;  one  hundred  of  the  bed  cocoa* 
nuts  coft  only  a  dollar,  and  pumpkins,  pine-ap« 
pies  and  other  fruits,  were  equally  cheap  an4 
plenty.  - 

The  natives  profefs  the  religion  of  Maho- 
met, and  are  fo  G:r\&.  in  tht  obfwi  vance  of  th^ 
feaft  called  Ramadan^  that  they  not  only  abftainf 
fron)  food  till  the  fun  is  down,  but  even  from 
the  chewing  of  betel.  The  manners  of  thefe 
people  are  not  unlike  thofe  of  the  Jav^nefe  % 
but  they  are  much  more  jealous  of  ^hejr  wives : 
during  the  ten  days  that  the  Endeavour  lay  here, 
only  one  woman  was  feen,  and  ihe  ran  away  the 
moment  (he  was  difcovered. 

The  houfes  are  conftrufted  in  the  form  of  ai| 
oblong  fquare :  they  are  built  on  pillars  tour 
feet  above  the  ground,  and  well  thatched  with' 
palm-leaves,  as  a  defence  from  the  fun  and 
rain :  the  flooring  is  of  bamboo  canes,  placed 
at  a  diftance  from  each  other,  to  admit  the  air : 
thefe  houfes  confift  of  four  rooms,  one  of  which 
is  deftincd  for  the  reception  of  vi(itantS|  the 
children  Qeep  in  a  fecond,  and  the  twp  ojphers- 
are  allotted,  the  one  fpr  the  purpofe  of  cooke- 
ry, and  the  other  for  the  bed-chamber  of  the 
owner  and  his  wife.  The  refidence  of  ^he  iCing^ 
of  the  idand,  and  that  of  another  perfon  of 
preat  authority,  has  board|  oi^- the  fider,  while 
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the  houfes  pf  all  the  inferior  people  have  walls 
made  of  the  bamboo  cane,  flic  into  fmall  (licks, 
and  wrought  acrofs  the  beams  of  the  building, 
in  the  manner  of  a  hurdle.  The  King  of  the 
iOand  is  fubjed  to  the  Sultan  of  Bantam. 
r  Captain  Cook  reprefents  the  natives  as  very 
honcft  in  their  dealings,  with  the  finglc  ex- 
ception, of  demanding  more  than  double  the 
fum  they  intended  to  fell  for :  the  goods  of 
each  fort  which  different  perfons  brought  to 
market  were  all  fold  together,  and  the  purchafe- 
money  divided  among  the  feveral  contributors, 
in  proportion  to  tiie  quantity  that  each  had 
given  in  to  the  general  ftock.  When  they 
changed  money,  they  gave  two  hundred  and 
forty  Dutch  doits  for  a  Spanifli  dollar. 

The  natives  fpeak  a  language  which  they  call 
Caiia  Guttung^  that  is,  the  language  of  the 
mountains,  and  they  fay,  that  their  anceftors 
came  from  the  mountains  of  Java,  where  this 
language  is  fpoken-,  that  they  firft  fettled  at 
New  Bay,  where  the  tygers  were  fo  numerous, 
that  they  could  not  live  in  fafety,  and  therefore 
took  up  their  refidence  on  Prince's  I  Hand  :  all 
thcfe  people,  however,  are  capable  of  convcrfing 
in  the  Malay  language.  ,    ^ 

At  the  time  the  Endeavour  left  Pripces  Ifland, 
her  crew  began  to  feel^  in  all  its  force,  the  ill 
efife^ts  of  the  putrid  air  of  Batavia ;  and  foon 
afterwards  th^;  fliip  was  a  mere  hofpital,  filled 
\vjth  unhappy  wretches*  finking  under  the  rage 
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of  fevers  and  dyfentcries.  In  the  fpace  of  fix 
weeks  twenty-three  perfons  died,  exclufive  of 
the  feven  which  had  been  buried  at  Batavia : 
thefe  were  nine  feamen,  the  Corporal  of  the 
marines,  the  (hip's  Cook,  two  of  the  Carpen- 
ter's crew,  the  Carpenter  and  his  Mate,  a  Mid- 
fhipman,  the  old  fail-maker,  who  was  in  perfedb 
health  when  all  the  reft  were  ill  at  Batavia,  and 
his  Mate,  the  Boatfwain,  Mr.  Monkhoufe,  a 
Midfhipnian,  Mr.  Sporing,  who  accompanied 
Mr.  Banks,  Mr.  Parkinfon,  draughtfman  to 
that  gentleman,  and  Mr.  Green,  the  Aftro- 
nomer. 

After  a  paflfage  in  which  nothing  remarkable 
occurred,  the  (hip  was  brought  to  an  anchor  ofF 
the  Cape  of  Good  Hope,  on  the  15th  of  March 
1771.  The  Captain  repaired  inftantly  to  the 
Governor,  who  faid,  that  fuch  refrelhments  as 
the  country  fupplied,  Ihould  be  chearfully 
granted  him ;  on  which  a  houfe  was  hired  for 
the  fick,  who  were  to  have  their  board  and 
lodging,  on  the  payment  of  two  (hillings  a  day 
for  each  man.  . 

At  the  time  the  Endeavour  lay  at  anchor 
here,  an  Englilh  Eaft  Indiaman  failed  for  the 
port  of  London,  who  had  buried  above  thirty 
of  her  crew  while  (he  was  in  India  •,  and  at  that 
time  had  many  others  feverely  afflidted  with  the 
fcurvy  5  fo  that  the  fufferings  of  the  crew  of  the 
Endeavour,  confidcring  her  long  abfence  fronfi 
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England^  is  a  circumllance  not  at  all  to  be  wo/f«' 
dcred  at. 

We  fliall  now  proceed  to  a  defcription  of  th^ 
Cape  of  Good  Hope,  in  which  we  (hall  only 
mention  fuch  particulars  as  are  either  wholly 
liew,  or  fuch  as  have  been  mif-rcprefehted  by 
other  writers.  The  land  over  the  Cape  is 
mountainous,  and  totally  barren ;  beyond  thefe 
mountains  the  country  is  covered  with  a  light 
fand,  which  will  not  admit  of  cultivation  : 
there  are  indeed  a  few  cultivated  fpots,  but  they 
are  hardly  more  than  a  thoufandth  part  of  the 
whole  country.  Provifions  are  brought  to  the 
Cape  from  a  dillance  nine  hundred  miles  up  the 
country,  which  is  an  evident  proof  of  its  ex- 
treme ftertlity,  notwithftanding  what  has  been 
heretofore  written  to  the  contrary.  While  Cap- 
tain Cook  lay  here,  a  farmer  came  to  the  Cape, 
bringing  his  young  children  with  him,  from  a 
diftance  that  took  him  fifteen  days  journey ; 
and  on  his  being  afked  why  he  had  not  left  his 
children  with  fome  neighbour,  he  faid,  there 
was  no  inhabitant  within  five  days  journey  of 
his  farm.  There  are  no  trees  that  are  even  two 
yards  in  height,  except  in  fome  plantations  in 
the  vicinity  of  Cape  town. 

This  town  confifts  of  near  a  thoufand  brick 
houfes,  the  outfides  of  which  being  generally 
plaiftered,  they  have  a  very  pleafing  appear- 
tnce.  There  is  a  canal  in  the  main  (Ireet,  with 
IWQ  rows  of  oak-trees  on  its  borders,  which  are 
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in  a  more  tlonri(hing  (late  than  the  other  trees 
of  tiiis  country  :  the  llrecrs,  wliich  crols  each 
other  at  right  angles,  are  very  Ipacious  and 
h:incirome.  The  iniia'oitants  are  chiefly  iJiitch, 
or  of  Dutch  extradion  :  the  woi-ncn  are  beau- 
tiful in  a  high  degree,  imd  pofil-fs  thole  bloom- 
ing countenances  which  denote  the  moll  perfedl 
health  :  they  are  moft  of  them  mothers  of  many 
children,  and  Captain  Cook  fays,  they  are  the 
beft  wives  in  the  world. 

The  air  of  the  Cape  of  Good  Hope  is  fo  pure 
and  falubrious,  that  a  fick  perfon,  who  goes 
thither  from  Europe,  whatever  be  his  diforder, 
almoft  always  recovers  his  health  in  a  little 
time  -,  but  thofc  who  bring  difeafes  wIlH  them 
from  the  Eaft  Indies,  have  not  an  equal  chance 
of  recovery. 

Although  this  country  is  naturally  fo  barren, 
as  fcarcely  to  produce  any  thing,  yet  the  un- 
ceafing  induftry  of  its  inhabitants  has  fo  effec- 
tually combated  the  fparing  hand  of  Nature, 
that  there  are  few  places  where  the  neceflaries 
of  life  are  more  plentiful,  and  even  what  arc 
generally  deemed  luxuries,  are  by  no  means 
fcarce.  The  conftantia  wine  is  known  to  be 
excellent,  but  the  genuine  fort  is  made  only  at 
one  particular  vineyard  a  few  miles  from  the 
town.  The  gardens  produce  many  forts  of 
European  and  Indian  fruits  and  almoft  all  the 
common  kinds  of  vegetables.  The  cultivated 
fields  yieivl  wheat  and  barley  of  equal  qualiry 
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with  that  of  the  growth  of  England.     The 
Ihcep  of  this  country  have  tails  of  a  very  ex- 
traordinary fize,  many  of  which  weigh  upwards 
of  a  dozen  pounds  ;   the  meat  of  this  animal 
as  well  as  of  the  ox,   is  very  fine  food  :  the 
wool  of  the  Iheep  is  rather  of  the  hairy  kind, 
and  the  horns  of  the  black  cattle  fpread  much 
wider  than  thofe  of  England,   while  the  beaft 
himfelf  is  handfomer  and  lighter  made.     The 
cheefe  has  a  very  indifferent  flavour,   but  the 
butter  is  extremely  good.     The  pork  of  this 
country  is  nearly  the  fame  as  that  of  Europe, 
and  there  are  abundance  of  goats,  but  the  in- 
habitants do  not  eat  their  flelh.     The  country 
abounds  in  hares,  altogether  like  thofe  of  Eng- 
land J  there  are  feveral  fpecies  of  the  antelope, 
a  plenty  of  buftards,  and  two  kinds  of  quails. 

When  a  (Iranger  arrives  at  the  Cape,  it  is 
cudomary  for  him  to  board  in  a  private  houfe, 
and  he  pays  from  two  ihillings  to  a  crown  a 
day,  according  to  the  accommodations  he  ex- 
peds.  If  he  appears  and  behaves  as  a  gentle- 
man,  he  is  invited  to  the  private  entertainments 
which  are  given  by  the  more  opulent  of  the  in- 
habitants 5  and  this  cannot  fail  of  being  the 
more  acceptable,  as  there  are  no  places  of  pub- 
lic diverfion  in  the  country.  Horfes  are  here 
let  to  hire  at  fix  Ihillings  a  day,  and  coaches  at 
one  pound  four. 

The  Dutch  company  have  a  garden  at  the 
extremity   of  the  high  ftreet,  which   is  more 
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than  half  a  mile  in  length,  in  the  center  walk 
of  which  are  a  number  of  fine  oak  trees.  A. 
fmall  part  of  this  garden  is  covered  with  bota- 
nical plants,  but  all  the  reft  is  allotted  to  the 
produdlion  of  the  common  vegetables  for  the 
kitchen :  the  whole  is  divided  into  fquares  by 
the  form  of  its  walks,  and  each  fquare  is  fen- 
ced in  by  oaks  cut  into  fmall  hedges.  There  is 
a  menagerie  of  beafts  and  birds,  many  of  them 
known  in  Europe,  at  the  upper  end  of  this 
garden  j  and  among  the  reft  is  the  Coe  Doe^  a 
beaft  not  lefs  than  a  horfe,  which  has  thofe  cu- 
rious fpiral  horns  that  have  frequently  found  a 
place  in  the  cabinets  of  the  curious. 

The  native  inhabitants  of  this  country  are 
ufually  drefled  in  a  flieep  fkin  thrown  acrofs  the 
fhoulders,  and  a  little  pouch  before  them,  to 
which  is  fixed  a  kind  of  belt,  ornamented  with 
little  bits  of  copper,  and  beads:  round  the 
waifts  of  the  women  is  a  broad  piece  of  lea- 
ther, and  rings  of  the  fame  round  their  ancles, 
to  protedt  them  from  the  thorns,  which  grow 
in  abundance  all  over  the  country  -,  a  few  of 
them  wear  a  kind  of  ftioe,  made  of  the  bark 
of  a  tree,  but  the  major  part  of  them  go  bare- 
footed :  both  fexes  adorn  themfelves  with  brace- 
lets and  necklaces,  made  of  beads.  None  of 
thefe  people  refide  at  a  lefs  diftance  than  four 
days  journey  from  Cape  Town,  except  a  num- 
ber of  the  poorer  fort,  who  look  after  the  cat- 
tle  belonging  to  the  Dutch  farmers,  and  are 
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ii6  Captain  COOK's  VOYAGE 
employed  in  various  other  mtnial  offices.  Their 
ilature  is  about  the  fame  as  that  of  the  people 
of  lingland,  from  five  to  fix  feet  in  height  ; 
but  fcarce  any  of  them  are  corpulent:  their 
fkins  are  dark,  but  this  is  in  a  great  degree  ow- 
ino-  to  their  extreme  indelicacy  :  their  hair  curls 
naturally,  and  falls  in  tinglets  of  above  fix 
inches  in  length ;  they  are  fingular  for  their 
Ilrength  and  agility. 

Mofi:  of  the  Hottentots  fpeak  the  Dutch 
language,  without  any  thing  remarkable  in 
their  manner;  yet,  when  they  convcrfe  in  their 
native  language,  they  Irequently  fl:op,  and 
make  a  clucking  with  their  tongues,  which  has 
amoft  fingular  and  ridiculous  effect  to  the  ears 
of  a  ftranger  •,  and,  exclufive  of  this  clucking, 
their  language  itfelf  is  fcarcely  founded  arti- 
culately. 

Thefe  people  are  modeft  to  the  utmofl:  de- 
gree of  balhfulnefs,  and,  though  they  are  fond 
of  finging  and  dancing,  can  hardly  be  pre- 
vailed on  :o  divert  themfelves  with  their  fa- 
vourite ar  "1  foments  before  ftrangers  :  both 
their  finging  and  dancing  are  alternately  quick 
and  flow  in  the  utmort  extreme. 

Some  of  tiic  Hottentots  underftand  the  art 
of  melting  and  preparing  copper,  with  which 
they  make  plates,  and  wear  them  on  their  fore- 
heads, as  an  article  of  finery.  They  are  alfo 
capable  of  making  knives,  fuperior  to  thofe 

they 
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they  can  purchafe  of  the  Dutch,  from  v/hom 
they  procure  the  iron. 

They  have  the  art  of  making  butter  by 
(baking  milk  in  the  Ikin  of  a  bead :  with  this 
butter  they  anoint  their  fkins ;  or,  when  they 
cannot  procure  butter,  they  ufe  the  fat  of  the 
iheep.  The  principal  people  are  owners  of  im- 
menfe  herds  of  cattle  -,  and  thefe  clothe  them- 
ielves  with  the  (kins  of  lions  and  other  beads, 
which  are  adorned  with  fringes,  elegantly  de- 
ligned. 

The  Hottentots  are  fo  dextrous  in  throwing 
ftones,  that  they  will  hit  a  mark  not  larger  than 
a  crown  piece,  at  the  diftance  of  an  hundred 
yards.  They  are  likewife  expert  in  the  ufe  of 
arrows,  and  of  the  lance  called  an  AfTagay, 
the  points  of  which  they  poifon,  fometimes 
with  the  venom  of  a  ferpent,  and  fometimes 
with  the  juice  of  particular  herbs  5  fo  that  a 
wound  received  from  either  of  thefe  weapons 
is  almoft  always  mortal. 

Exclufive  of  what  is  above  recited,  they  met 
with  nothing  refpedting  thefe  people,  but  fuch 
particulars  as  have  been  previoudy  mentioned 
by  various  other  voyagers,  and  which  will  of 
courfe  be  found  in  the  preceding  volumes  :  we 
iliall  therefore  accompany  the  Ihip  in  her  voy- 
age to  England. 

On  tiie  14th  of  April,  1771,  the  anchor  of 
the  Endeavour  was  weighed,  and  (he  once 
more  put  to  ka,  but  came  to  an  anchor  again 
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1 1 8       Captain  COOK's  VOYAGE 

before  night  near  Robin  ifland.  As  a  few  ve- 
getables were  wanted,  which  they  had  negleded 
to  take  in  at  the  Cape,  the  Captain  fent  off  a 
boat  to  the  ifland  ;  but,  when  fhe  rt  ached  the 
(hore,  feme  Dutch  foldiers  forbad  her  crew 
landing,  at  the  hazard  of  their  lives  ;  and  the 
officer  who  commanded  very  prudently  return- 
ed to  the  (hip.  For  fome  time  they  were  puz- 
zled to  account  for  this  behaviour  on  the  part 
of  the  Dutch ;  but  it  was  at  length  recollected, 
that  the  Dutch  government  at  the  Cape  of  Good 
Hope  had  affigned  this  ifland  for  the  recep- 
tion, of  fuch  offenders  whole  crimes  were  not 
deemed  worthy  of  death,  where  their  flavery 
confifts  in  digging  lime-ftone,  for  fuch  a  num- 
ber of  years  as  are  thought  proportionable  to 
the  heinoufnels  of  their  offences :  and  that  a 
Ihip  belonging  to  Denmark,  which  had  buried 
moft  of  her  hands,  had  called  at  this  ifland, 
and  taken  on  board  a  number  of  thefe  crimi- 
nals, in  order  to  navigate  the  veffcl  to  Europe  : 
hence  the  conduft  of  the  Dutch  foldiers  was 
eafily  accounted  for. 

The  fliip  failed  again  on  the  following  day, 
when  the  mailer  of  her  died,  having  haftened 
his  death  by  hard  drinking,  though,  in  other 
refpeds,  he  left  behind  him  an  excellent  cha- 
radler. 

On  Monday,  May-day,  they  came  to  an  an- 
chor off  the  ifland  of  St.  Helena,  and,  as  they 
propofed  to  remain  three  days,  Mr.  Banks  em- 
I  ployed 


ROUND    THE   WORLD.     119 

ployed  the  Interval  in  fiirveying  every  objedt 
that  was  thought  worthy  of  notice. 

The  illand  of  St.  Helena  rifes  out  of  the 
immenfe  Atlantic  ocean,  is  about  eighteen  hun- 
dred miles  from  the  coaft  of  America,  and 
twelve  hundred  from  that  of  Africa.     It  has 
the  appearance  of  a  huge  mountain,  the  foun- 
dation of  which  is  probably  at  the  center  of  the 
alobe.    It  had  formerly  volcanoes  in  feveral 
parts  of  it,  as  is  evident  from  the  appearance 
of  the  earth  and  ftones  in  many  places  •,  and  it 
looks  like  a  clufter  of  rocks,  bounded  by  pre- 
cipices of  immenfe  height :  as  a  veffel  fails  along 
the  coaft,  the  cliffs  perpend  over  her  head  fo  as 
to  threaten  her  inftant  deftrudtion,  and  nothing 
in  nature  can  be  conceived  more  awful  than  their 
appearance. 

Clofe  to  the  fea-fide  ftands  the  town,  which 
had  formerly  a  church  of  very  indifferent  ar- 
chitedure,  but  it  is  now  little  better  than  a  heap 
of  ruins,  nor  is  the  market- houfe  in  a  much 
better  condition :  moft  of  the  houfes  are  alfo 
conftruded  in  a  vile  tafte. 

As  this  iQand  is  the  property  of  the  Englifli 
Eaft  India  Company,  the  inhabitants  are  not 
fuftered  to  carry  on  any  trade  for  their  own 
emolument,  but  get  their  livelihood  by  felling 
the  produflions  of  the  ifland  to  t'-c  crews  of  the 
vefTcils  which  anchor  there  for  a  fupply  of  re*- 
frefhments. 
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120        Captain  COOK's   VOYAGE 

St.  Helena  is  fo  happily  fituated,  with  regard 
to  climate,  that  it  would,  if  properly  cultivat- 
ed, produce  the  trees,  fruits,  plants  and  flow- 
ers, of  all  the  different  parts  of  the  world.  On 
the  lummlt  of  the  higheft  ridges  the  cabbage- 
tree  flonrifhes;  in  the  parts  below  thefe  grow  the 
gum-wood  and  red-wood,  and  in  the  vallies 
many  of  the  plants  of  the  Indies,  and  almoft 
all  thofe  of  Europe ;  yet  thefe  feveral  produc- 
tions will  not  grow  but  on  the  fpots  of  ground 
peculiarly  adapted  to  each. 
*  The  only  white  inhabitants  of  the  ifland  are 
fubjedcs  of  the  King  of  Great  Britain :  thefe 
employ  flaves,  who  tranfport  goods  of  all  kinds 
from  place  to  place  on  their  heads ;  and  v/e  are 
forry  to  fay,  that  the  inhumanity  of  our  coun- 
trymen to  thefe  fluves  i:>  a  difgracc  to  thofe  who 
profefs  the  chrillian  faith.  There  j?.re  a  fmall 
number  of  horfes  at  St.  Helena,  but  they  are 
never  employed  in  draught,  there  being  no  fuch 
thing  as  a  waggon  or  cart  on  the  iiland,  though 
in  many  places  the  land  is  not  fo  fteep,  but  that 
fuch  carriages  might  eafily  be  drawn. 

Ebony-trees  are  a  natural  produflion  of  the 
ifland  of  St.  Helena,  but  there  have  not  been 
many  of  them  within  the  memory  of  any  per- 
fon  now  living  there.  Snails  are  found  in  abifn- 
dance  on  the  fummits  of  the  higheft  moun- 
tains but  the  other  infeds  of  the  ifland  are  ve- 
ry ft    in  number. 
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On  Saturday  the  4th  of  May  1771,  the  En - 
deavou.  failed  from  the  road  of  St.  Helena,  to- 
gether with  the  Portland  man  of  war,  and  fe- 
veral  fail  of  Indiamen.  They  kept  company 
with  the  man  0/  war  and  Indiamen  till  Friday 
the  loth.  But  Captain  Cook  obferving,  that 
they  were  out- failed  by  all  the  other  fliips,  and 
confequently  imagining  that  fome  of  them 
would  reach  England  before  him,  made  fignals 
to  fpeak  with  the  Portland,  when  the  Captain 
of  that  veflel  came  on  board,  and  received  from 
Captain  Cook  a  letter  to  the  Lords  of  the 
Admiralty,  together  with  a  box,  in  which  were 
depofited  the  journals  of  many  of  the  ofiiccrs, 
and  the  (hip's  log  books. 

On  the  23d  they  loft  fight  of  all  the  fhips 
they  failed  in  company  with  from  St.  Helenn, 
and  in  the  afternoon  of  the  fame  day,  Mr, 
Hicks,  thcfiril  Lieutenant,  died  of  a  confump- 
tion,  with  which  he  had  been  afflicted  during 
the  whole  voyage. 

No  fingle  occurrence  worth  recording  hap- 
pened from  this  time,  till  the  ftiip  ca  le  to  an 
anchor  in  the  Downs,  which  was  on  the  12th  of 
June  following. 

Whoever  has  carefully  read,  and  duly  con- 
fidcred  the  wonderful  protection  of  this  fhip, 
in  cafes  of  danger  the  moil  imminent  and  ailo^ 
nifliing,  particularly  when  encircled  in  the  wide 
ocean  with  rocks  of  coral,  her  Pneathing  beaien 
off,  and  her  falle-keel  floating  by  her  fide,  a  hole 
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122  Captaiw  COOK'S  VOYAGE,  Sec. 
in  her  bottom,  and  the  men  alternately  fainting 
at  the  pumps,  and  will  yet  deny  the  exigence  of  a 
particular  Providence,  and  the  moft  gracious  and 
merciful  interpofition  of  the  Deity,  in  behalf 
of  our  adventrous  cbuntrymen,  will  deferve 
fome  (hare  of  that  cenfure,  which  the  thinking 
part  of  mankind  have  fo  liberally  and  juftly 
bellowed  on  the  Compiler  of  the  account  of 
the  Voyage  of  the  Endeavour.  There  is  4 
comfort  in  the  reflcdtion  that  God  is  good, 
which  can  be  felt  only  by  thofe  who  acknow- 
ledge his  mercy,  and  adore  his  power* 
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VOYAGE 

ROUND     THE     WORLD, 

PERFORMED   BY 

ORDER  OF  THE  FRENCH  KING, 
In  the  years  1766,  1767,  1768,   1769, 

A  SETTLEMENT  having  been  commen- 
ced for  the  French  King,  on  Falkland's 
Iflands*,  in  the  month  of  February  1764, 
the  Spaniards  demanded  them  as  their  right,  as 
an  appendage  to  the  continent  of  South  America; 
and  FruDce  having  allowed  the  propriety  of 
the  demand,  Monf.  Bougainville  was  ordered 
to  yield  poffeflion  of  the  iflands  to  the  Spa- 
niards, 

In  confequence  of  the  orders  he  had  received, 
he  failed  from  the  port  of  Mindin  on  rhe  15th 
of  November  1766,  having  under  his  com- 
mand the  frigate  la  Boudeufe — la  Efmeralda, 

*  M.  Bougainville  every  where  calls  thefe  iflands  the 
JJes  Malouines  ;  but  we  ftall  call  them  by  the  name  of 
falkland's  Iflands,  which  was  given  them  by  our  country- 
man, Strong,  in  1689. 
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124  M.DB  BOUGAINVILLE'S  Voyage 
and  la  Liebre  j  two  frigates  btlongmg  to  Spain, 
were  to  join  him  in  the  river  de  la  Plata,  to 
the  commanding  officer  of  which  he  was  to  de- 
liver the  fettlemcnti  and  the  I'Etoile,  a  French 
ftorc-lhip,  was  to  carry  him  fuch  provifions  as 
were  neceflary  for  the  long  voyage  on  which  he 
was  bound,  and  to  meet  him  at  Falkland's 
I  (lands  :  but  the  voyage  was  necefTariiy  feveral 
months  longer  in  compleating  than  it  might 
have  been,  on  account,  as  will  appear  hereafter, 
of  the  delay  which  prevented  the  rEtoile  from 
joining  Monf.  Bougainville. 

The  Boudeufe  had  been  at  fea  only  two  days 
when  llie  encountered  fuch  a  violent  florm  of 
wind,  as  carried  away  the  clue  of  the  fore-fail, 
broiije  the  top-mad,  and  main-top-maft,  and 
took  off  the  head  of  the  main-maft.  Thus  C- 
tuated,  Monf  Bougainville  found  it  neceiiary  to 
put  into  Breft  to  refit,  and  to  make  fome  ne- 
ceflary  alterations  in  the  ftowage  of  his  Ihip, 
which  was  ill  calculated,  for  withftanding  the 
fury  of  thofe  fcas  he  was  to  pafs,  and  particu- 
larly fo  for  the  navigation  of  the  feas  round 
Cape  Horn. 

And  here  a  reflection  will  naturally  arife,  on 
that  fatality,  by  which  thofe  who  have  the  ap- 
pointment of  naval  equipments,  almoft  always 
deftine  for  fervices  of  the  mod  imminent  danger, 
veffels  totally  inadequate  for  the  purpofe. 
Hence  arife  orders  and  counter-orders,  till  the 
proper  feafon  for  performing  the  moft  hazar- 
dous 
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dous  parts  of  the  voyage,  is  loft  in  the  neccfiary 
preparation  for  making  it. 

On  the  5th  of  December  Monf.  Bougain- 
ville failed  from  the  harbour  of  Brcft,  having 
on  board  the  Prince  of  Naflau-Seighen,  three 
gentlemen  who  went  as  volunteers,  eleven  offi- 
cers in  commiflion  5  and  warrant-officers,  fea- 
men,  foldiers,  fervants  and  boys,  to  the  num- 
ber of  two  hundred. 

On  the  17th  they  were  in  fjght  of  the  Sal- 
vages, a  fmall  flat  ifland,  which  at  each  end 
rifes  into  a  hillock  :  the  next  day  they  faw  the 
Ifland  of  Palma,  and  that  of  Ferro  on  the  19th. 
Monf.  Bougainville  was  now  convinced  of  a 
great  error  in  his  reckoning,  which  he  attri- 
butes to  the  rapidity  of  the  currents  oppofite 
the  Streights  of  Gibraltar,  Having  corrcdted 
his  reckoning,  he  took  a  frefii  departure,  and 
arrived  at  Rio  de  la  Plata,  without  meeting 
with  any  thing  worthy  of  norice. 

On  the  evening  of  the  29th  of  January  they 
had  fight  of  Rio  de  la  Plata,  but  as  the  night 
was  dark  and  tempeftuous,  they  lay  to,  with 
the  head  of  the  veflTel  towards  the  ofiing.  The 
next  morning  they  had  a  view  of  the  moun- 
tains of  Maldonado,  which,  after  a  fliip  enters 
the  Rio  de  la  Plata,  are  the  firfl:  high  lands  fctn 
to  the  north.  At  the  Maldonados  the  Spani- 
ards  have  a  fmall  garrifoned  town,  in  the  vici- 
nity of  v.'hich  are  picked  up  fome  beautiful 
tranfparent  ftones  j  and  there  is  iikewife  a  gold 
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mintf  near  it^  which  has  been  worked  for  a  few 
years  paft,  but  has  yielded  little  profit. 
'  On  the  morning  of  the  31ft  the  Boudeufe 
came  to  an  anchor  in  the  Bay  of  Montevideo* 
where  the  two  Spanifh  (hips,  which  were  to  take 
poHcnion  of  Falkland's  IQands,  had  been  at  an* 
chor  for  fome  weeks. 

Don  Philip  Kuis  Pucnte,  the  principal  in 
command  oi'  the  Spanilh  veffels,  having  been 
appointed  Governor  of  the  iflands  which  were 
to  be  furrendered  by  the  French,  he  accompa- 
nied Monf.  Bougainville  to  Buenos  Ay  res,  to 
fettle,  with  the  Governor- general,  the  mode  of 
making  the  ceifion :  and  the  Prince  of  NalTau* 
Sieghen  attended  them  in  this  expedition. 

The  gentlemen  made  the  voyage  in  a  fchooner, 
but  a  contrary  wind  preventing  their  paflage  by 
fea,  they  went  on  fliore  above  the  colony  of 
San  Sacramento,  and  travelled  over  a  prodigi- 
ous extent  of  country,  in  which  there  were  no 
roads,  and  where  the  eye  was  their  only  guide. 
During  this  expedition  they  flept  in  little  hovels 
conftrufled  with  leather,  while  the  tygers  howled 
round  them  on  every  fide.  Monf.  Bougain- 
ville particularly  mentions  the  manner  and  the 
danger  of  their  pafiing  the  river  St.  Lucia, 
which  is  wide  and  deep,  yet  amazingly  rapid  :— 
being  placed  in  a  long  narrow  canoe,  one  fide 
of  which  was  beyond  all  proportion  higher 
than  the  other,  a  horfe  was  fattened  on  each 
fide  the  vefTel,  the  mailer  of  which  pulling  off 
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all  his  cloaths,  got  into  it,  and  fupporting  the 
heads  of  the  horfcs  above  the  furface  of  the 
ftream,  drove  them  acrofs  it,  in  the  beft  man- 
ner he  was  able,  and,  with  feme  difficulty, 
they  ftemmed  the  rapidity  of  the  torrent.  It 
is  neceflary  for  travellers  who  pafs  this  wild  and 
extenfive  country  to  be  very  careful  in  finding 
the  fordable  parts  of  the  rivers  j  they  ufually 
drive  before  them  a  confiderable  number  of 
horfes,  in  order  to  take  frelh  ones  as  often  as 
thofe  they  ride  on  are  jaded. 

Monfieur  Bougainville  having  tranfaded  his 
bufmefs  at  Buenos  Ayres,  returned  to  Monte- 
video on  the  1 6th  of  February,  and  was  fol- 
lowed in  a  few  days  by  the  Spanifti  Governor, 
Don  Puente.  Some  neceflaries  of  various 
kinds  being  taken  on  board,  the  vefTels  were 
prepared  for  failing  to  Falkland's  I  (lands. 

Our  author  now  gives  a  long  account  of  the 
cftablilhment  of  the  Spaniards  in  Rio  de  la 
Plata,  of  which  we  fhali  take  no  notice,  be- 
caufe  fimilar  accounts  are  to  be  found  in  a  great 
number  of  volumes,  fome  or  other  of  which 
are  in  the  hands  of  almoft  every  reader. 

Our  voyager^  having  caufed  a  fmall  veflel  to 
be  laden  with  cattle  for  the  ufe  of  the  (hip's 
companies,  they  failed  in  company,  on  the  28th 
of  February  1767,  a  pilot,  acquainted  with 
the  coaft  of  Falkland's  Iflands,  having  been 
previoufly  put  on  board  each  of  the  Spanilh 
Ihips  i  but  this  day  they  were  obliged  to  bring 
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their  veflels  to  an  anchor,  on  account  of  the 
thicknefs  of  a  fog,  which  prevented  their  feeing 
land,. 

The  winds  now  proving  contrary,  the  Ihips 
remained  at  anchor  the  following  day  •,  but  as 
the  current  of  the  river  ran  ftrongly  in  their 
favour,  Monf.  Bougainville  fent  to  acquaint 
the  Spanilli  commander,  that  his  veflel  being 
too  near  the  Englilh  fand-bank,  off  the  ifie 
of  Flores,  he  thought  it  would  be  proper  to 
fail  on  the  following  day,  even  if  the  wind 
fhculd  not  change  in  their  favour.  To  this 
the  Spanifh  officer  replied,  that  his  pilot  re- 
fufed  to  weigh  the  anchor  till  the  wind  became 
fair  and  blew  fteady :  on  which  Don  Puente 
was  acquainted,  that  the  anchor  of  the  Boudeufc 
would  certainly  be  weighed  early  the  next 
morning,  and  that  fhe  would  either  anchor 
more  to  the  north,  or  ply  to  the  windward, 
waiting  for  the  Spanifh  fliips,  unlefs  they 
ihould  be  unavoidably  feparated  by  the  violence 
of  the  wind. 

The  fmall  veflel  laden  with  cattle  had  not 
come  to  an  anchor  during  the  preceding  night, 
nor  was  fhe  feen  any  more  during  the  voyage ; 
but  it  was  afterwards  learnt  that  (he  went  back 
to  Montevideo,  after  anabfenceof  three  weeks 
from  that  place.  The  night  had  been  fo  tem- 
pefluous,  that  all  the  (hips  dragged  their  an- 
chors, and  in  the  morning  the  Spanifh  veffels 
\vere  obferyed  with  their  main-yards  lowered. 
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and   their   top-mads   handed :    the   Boudeiife, 
however,  got  under  fail,   and  got  out  of  the 
river  before  night,  leaving  the  Spaniards  ftill 
at  anchor.     Monf.  Bougainville  had  variable, 
but  chiefly  bad,   weather  till  the  23d  of  the 
month,  when  he  came  to  an  anchor  in  the  Bay 
of  Falkland's  iflands,  where  the  Spanilh  vef- 
fels    alio   anchored,    on   the    day    following. 
Thefe  laft  had  fuffered  extremely  through  the 
inclemency  of  the  weather;  the  cabbin  win- 
dows of  Don  Puente's  fhip  had  been  broke  by 
the  violence  of  the  waves,  fo  that  the  fea  for  .. 
fome  time  poured  into  her  in  torrents  j   and  a 
number  of  cattle,  deftined  for  the  ufe  of  the 
colony  at  Falkland's  IQand,  died  on  the  pafTage. 
On  the  ift  of  April  Monf.  Bongainville,  in 
the  name  of  the  French  king,  furrendered  the 
ifland  to  Don  Puente,  who  received  it  for  his 
moft  catholic  Majefty,  with  the  ceremony  of 
holding  the  Spanilh  colours,   and  the  firing  of 
guns  from  the  (hips  and  on  fhore  :  Monf.  Bou- 
gainville then  read  a  letter,  in  which  his  fove- 
reign  granted  leave  to  fuch  of  the  inhabitants 
as  chofe  to  continue  their  refidence,  to  be  under 
the  dominion  of  Spain :   this  offer  was  accep- 
ted by  fome,  while  others  embarked  with  the 
garrifon,  and  were   conveyed  to  Montevideo 
in  the   Spanifh  (hips.     The  whole  expence  of 
the  French  fettlement,  to  the  time  of  its  being 
delivered  to  the  Spaniards,  v/as  fix  hundred  and 
three  thouland  livres  j  but  as  his  moft  Catholic 
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Majcfty  took  ihe  fhips,  provlfions,   and  all  the 
(lores  of  every  kind,  he  reimburfed  this  fum- 
to  France. 

Monf.  Bougainville  now  proceeds  to  make 
fome  hiftorical  reiriarks  refp'jdling  Falkland's 
Iflands,  in  which  we  (hall  tracejiim  with  all 
poflible  Hdelity.  He  fays  that,  in  the  year 
1502,  when  Americo  Vefpucius  was  on'  his 
third  voyage  for  the  difcovery  of  America,  he 
failed  along  the  northern  coalts  of  the  iflands^ 
and  to  him,  therefore,  he  allows  the  honour  of 
being  the  firft  difcoverer  -,  yet  he  fays  that  Vef- 
pucious  knew  not  whether  what  he  faw  wa* 
an  ifland,  or  a  part  of  the  m^in  land.  Gouin> 
a  French  commander,  came  to  an  anchor  on 
thefe  iflands,  in  the  year  1 700,  as  he  was  re- 
turning from  a  voyage  into  the  South  Seas ; 
but  Gouin  miftook  them  for  Sebald*s  ides, 
which  lie  very  near  them,  Falkland's  Iflands 
being  between  thofe,  and  the  ifland  of  Beau- 
chefne  •,  fo  that  a  fliip  at  anchor  on  the  eaft  fide- 
of  Sebald*s  ifles,  is  within  fight  of  Falkland's  •,— 
Befides  Bekuchefne's  defcription  of  what  he 
took  to  be  Sebald's,  exadly  anfwers  to  thefe ; 
tor  he  fays  there  are  no  woods,  that  the  coun- 
try is  fwampy,  that  there  are  many  frclh-water 
lakes  and  marlhes  on  it,  and  that  it  abounds 
in  ducks,  fnipes,  wild  geefe,  and  teals.   "  "   "'" 

Monf,  Bougainville  juftly  obferves,  that 
Falklahd*s  iflands  have  been  but  little  knOwn, 
and  ill  defcribed,  till  within  a  few  yetrs  paft. 

They 
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They  are  commonly  reprefented  as  b^ing  co- 
vered with  woods  i  but  this  midake  might  very 
well  happen  in  the  accounts  of  thofe  who  only 
(aw  them  from  on  board  a  fliip  •,  for  what  are 
taken  for  woods  are  tall  rufhes,  which  grow 
very  clofe  together,  and  the  ftalk  being  dry  to 
the  height  of  five  feet  from  the  ground,  a  large 
tuft  fprings  from  the  top  of  it,  fo  that  their 
number,  and  the  manner  in  which  they  grow, 
form  no  ill  refemblance  of  a  wood.  Great 
part  of  the  hills  on  the  ifland  are  covered  with 
heath,  while,  the  ruflies  grow  only  on  fomc 
fmall  ides,  and  near  the  fea  coaft. 

In  the  year  1594  Sir  Richard  Hawkins  had 
fight  of  thefe  iflands,  and  called  them  Haw- 
kins's Maiden-Land :  he  fays  he  faw  fires  on 
them,  and  that  they  were  then  inhabited  :  about 
the  commencement  of  the  prefcnt  century,  a 
French  (hip,  called  the  St.  Louis,  came  to  an 
anchor  on  this  coaft,  under  the  (helter  of  the 
ifles  of  Anican,  which  are  fome  fmall  iflands, 
fo  called  after  the  privateer  of  that  name  ;  but 
the  commander  of  the  St.  Louis  did  not  think 
it  worth  his  while  to  examine  the  country  :  yet, 
Monf.  Bougainville  obferves,  that  the  naviga- 
tors of  all  nations  have  remarked  how  conve- 
niently they  are  fituated  for  affording  fhelter 
and  refreihment  to  veflcls  bound  to  the  South- 
Seas. 

France  having  come  to  a  refolution  of  fend- 
ing a   colony  to  fettle  on  Falkland's  iflands,  " 

-'^     S  2  Monf. 
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Monf.  Bougainville,  towards  the  beginning  of 
the  year  1763,  made  an  offer  to  eftablifh  the 
fettkment  at  his  own  expenct-,  with  the  aflif- 
tance  of  two  of  his  near  relations,  Monf, 
de  Arboulin,  and  Monf.  de  Nerville.  This 
offer  being  accepted,  the  adventrous  French- 
man gave  orders  for  the  building  and  equip- 
ment of  a  veffel  of  twenty,  and  another  of 
twelve  guns,  the  former  of  which  was  called 
the  Eagle,  and  the  latter  the  Sphinx :  and  as 
foon  as  thefe  veffels  had  taken  in  fuch  ftores 
as  were  neceflary  for  the  voyage,  and  for  mak- 
.  ing  the  fettlement,  Monf  Bougainville,  having 
previoufly  engaged  fome  acadian  families,  em- 
barked his  officers,  feamen  and  fettlers,  and 
failed  from  the  Port  of  St.  Malo,  on  the  15th 
of  September,  1763. 

In  the  courfe  of  the  voyage  he  touched  on 
the  coaft  of  Brazil,  and  at  Montevif  eo,  at 
which  laft  place  he  took  a  number  of  l.orned 
cattle  and  horfes  on  board,  in  order  to  itock 
the  ifland  to  which  he  was  deftined.  On  the 
31ft  of  January,  1764,  Monf  Bougainville 
■was  within  fight  of  Sebald's  ifles,  and  came  to 
an  anchor  in  a  large  bay  on  the  eaftermoft  point 
of  Falkland's  iflands,  on  the  thirdof  February. 

It  was  foon  refolved  to  form  the  fettlement 
on  the  coaft  of  this  Bay  ;  and  Monf  Bougain- 
ville immediately  began  to  take  a  furvey  of 
the  ifland,  to  learn  what  it  produced,  for  the 
fupport  and  convenience  of  life.     He  obferves, 

that 
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that  various  kinds  of  water  and  land-fowl,  and 
filh,  were  all  its  edible  prodndlions :  and  that 
the  reader  already  knows  that  there  grows  no 
wood,  either  for  firing,  or  other  purpofes; 
but  this  deficiency,  in  Monf.  Bougainville's 
opinion,  might  be  tolerably  well  fupplied  by 
an  excellent  kind  of  turf,  which  was  almoit 
every  where  to  be  found  in  great  abundance. 

On  the  firft  arrival  of  our  adventurers,  it  was 
a  fight  not  lels  pleafing  than  aftonilhing,  to 
behold  the  birds  flock  round  them,  with 
evident  curiofity,  but  without  the  leaft 
figns  of  timidity  :  thefe  harmlefs  animals  ufed' 
to  perch  on  thofc  who  were  Handing  ftill,  and 
would  at  all  times  fubmit  to  be  taken  with  the 
hand :  but  they  very  foon  learnt  to  be  fhy  of 
the  company  of  thofe  who  fought  only  their 
deftrudion. 

The  colony  confided  of  nineteen  men,  five 
women,  and  three  children ;  and  Monf.  Bou- 
gainville having  fixed  on  the  fpot  for  their  'e- 
fidence,  they  loft  no  time  in  erefling  huts, 
which  they  covered  with  rulhes,  to  prote<ft  them 
from  the  inclemency  of  the  weather.  They 
likewife  built  a  magazine,  and  eredted  a  fmall 
fort,  in  the  center  of  which  they  raifed  an  obe- 
lilk,  under  which  they  had  placed  feveral 
pieces  of  money,  and  a  medal,  on  one  fide  of 
which  was  the  head  of  the  French  king,  with 
the  following  motto ;  Tibi  ferviat  ultima  thule  \ 
and  on  the  other  fide  of  the  medal  was  an  in- 
I  fcription, 
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fcription,  of  which  the  following  is  a  tranOa- 
tion. —  *'  Settlement  of  the  IQes  Malouines, 
"  fituated  in  51  degrees  30  minutes  of  fouth 
♦'  latitude,  60  degrees  50  minutes  weft  longi- 
*'  tudc,  from  the  meridian  of  Paris,  by  the 
Eagle  frigate.  Captain  P.  Duclos  Guyot, " 
Captain  of  a  fire-lhip,  and  the  Sphinx  floop ; 
*'  Captain  F.  Chcnard  de  la  Giraudais,  Lieute- 
"  nant  of  a  frigate,  equipped  by  Louis  An- 
*'  toine  de  Bougainville,  Colonel  of  infantry, 
"  Captain  of  a  (hip,  chief  of  the  expedition* 
**  G.  de  Ncrville,  Captain  of  infantry,  and  P. 
•*  d'  Arboulin,  poftmafter  general  of  France : 
**  conftrudion  of  a  fort,  and  an  obelifk,  deco- 
rated with  a  medallion  of  his  Maj^fty  Louis 
XV.  after  the  plans  of  A.  L*HuiUier,  en- 
"  gineer  and  geographer  of  the  field  and  ar- 
**  my,  ferving  on  this  expedition;  during, the 
•*  adminiftration  of  E*.  de  Choifeul,  Duke  of 
"  Stainviile,  in  February  1764.'* 

Monf.  de  Bougainville  having  promifed  the 
fettlers,  that  he  would  foon  bring  vhem  more , 
companions,  and  give  them  farther  aQiftance, 
his  relation,  Monf.  de  Ncrville,  agreed  to  ftay 
till  his  return  from  France^  as  well  to  be  an 
hoftage  for  the  performance  of  de  Bougain- 
ville's promife,  as  to  encourage  the  young  co- 
lonifts,  by  participating  in  every  hardlhip  and 
danger  to  which  they  might  be  expofed,  in  a 
ftation  fo  far  removed  from  all  communication 
with  the  reft  of  mankind.    In  return  for  Monf. 
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dc  Nervillc's  kind  corrlpliancc  with  the  wilh  of 
the  fettlers,  he  was  to  be  confidered  as  their 
Governor. 

On  the  8th  of  April  1764,  IVTonf  Bougain- 
ville weighed  his  anchor,  and  failed  for  Eu- 
rope, having  firft  taken  poireflion  of  the  iflands, 
in  the  name,  and  for  the  ufe  of  his  mod  Chrif- 
tianMajefty.  """  *'-      *  • 

In  the  month  of  January  1765,  Monf.  Bou^ 
gainville  again  vifited  Falkland's  Iflands,  where 
he  found  the  fettlers  in  good  health,  and  pleafed 
with  their  fituation.  After  he  had  debarked 
the  ftores  which  he  had  broughtfor  their  ufe, 
he  failed  to  the  Streights  of  iVIagellan,  where  he 
took  in  timber  and  pallifadoes,  and  a  number 
of  young  trees  for  planting  on  Falkland's 
Iflands  ;  which  place  he  again  left  on  the  27th 
of  April,  when  the  whole  number  of  colonills 
was  only  twenty-four. 

While  Monfieur  de  Bougainville  was  on  th^ 
above  mentioned  expedition  in  the  Streights  of 
Magellan,  he  faw  the  (hips  under  Commodore 
Byron's  command;  the  reiader  will  recol- 
left  this  circumftance,  in  the  account  of  Mr. 
Byron's  Voyage,  related  in  thetwenty-firft  page 
of  the  preceding  volume."    '  "    '   '""' 

The  colonifts  on  Falkland's  Iflands  were  en- 
creafed  to  about  one  hundred  and  fifty,  by  a 
number  oF  frefli  fet'tlefs,  which  fiiiled  from 
France  in  the  Ea^le,  in  the  year  1765.  This 
ihip  was  accompanied  by  the  Etoile  (lore-flVip, 
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which  carried  provifions  to  the  iQand.     By  this 
time  the  Governor,  and  an  officer  who  took  care 
of  the  ftores,  had  good  houfes  built  of  (lone, 
and  the  red  of  the  colonics  were  lodged  in 
commodious  huts,  having  walls  compol'ed  of 
fods  of  earth.     With  the  wood  which  Monf. 
Bougainville  had  brought  from  ♦^he  Streights  of 
Magellan,  they  had  built  feveral  fmall  veflels, 
adapted  to  examine  the  coads  of  the  ifland  *, 
and  three  magazines  were  by  this  time  credled, 
in  which   to  depofic  the  public   and  private 
(lores  *,  feveral  kinds  of  grain  which  had  been 
brought  from  France  grew  very  well,  and  pro- 
mifed  a  fufficient  encreafe ;  and  fome  train-oil 
had  been  made,  and  feals-(kins  turned,  by  the 
fcttlers,  with  which  the  Eagle  was  loaded,  and 
returned  to  France. 

In  the  year  1766,  when  an  Englifti  colony 
had  fettled  at  Port  Egmont,  Captain  Macbride* 
of  the  Jafon  frigate,  vifited  the  French  fettle- 
ment,  and,  to  ufe  Monf.  Bougainville's  own 
words,  «*  pretended  that  thofe  parts  belonged 
**  to  his  Britannic  Majefty,  threatened  to  land 
*'  by  force,  if  he  (hould  be  any  longer  denied 
"  that  liberty,  vifited  the  Governor,  and  failed 
''  away  again  the  fame  day." 

The  above,  according  to  Bougainville's  ac- 
count, was  the  (late  of  Falkland's  iflands,  when 
the  French  furrendered  them  to  Spain  ;  and  he 
pretends,  that  the  prior  claim  of  Spain  was  con- 
firmed by  fuch  fur  render  of  thofe  who  had  made 
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the  firft  fdttlement :  and  perhaps  there  might 
be  fome  force  in  this  reckoning,  if  the  prior 
claim  of  Spain  was  founded  in  jullice,  and 
warranted  by  the  laws  which  have  hitherto  di- 
redled  the  difcoverers  of  unknown  countries. 
An  Englifhman,  however,  will  be  glad  to  fee 
this  argument  ftated  in  its  proper  light,  by 
which  it  will  appear,  that  the  right  to  the  pof- 
feflion  of  thefe  iflands,  is  undoubtedly  vefted 
in  the  Crown  of  thefe  realms. 

The  plain  ftate  of  fadls,  then,  is  as  follov/s : 
as  early  as  the  voyage  under  Sir  Thomas  Ca- 
vendifli,  in  the  year  1592,  Captain  Davis  had 
fight  of  thefe  iflands  :  the^'  were  feen  a  fecond 
time,  in  1594,  as  before-mentioned  by  Sir  Ri- 
chard Hawkins,  who  gave  them  the  name  of 
Hawkins's  Maiden  Land  :  the  third  peribn  who 
faw  them  was  the  Dutch  voyager  Sebald  de 
Waert,  who  called  them  Sebald's  Ifles,  and 
under  this  name  they  are  laid  down  in  the 
Dutch  charts.  In  the  year  1683  they  were  feen 
by  Dampier,  and,  in  1689,  by  Strong,  who 
gave  them  their  prefent  Englifli  name  of  Falk- 
land Iflands,  which  Dr.  Halley,  the  celebrated 
artronomer,  adopting,  they  are  now  fo  called  in 
all  the  maps  and  charts  of  this  country.  Dur- 
ing the  reign  of  William  and  Mary,  the  Eng- 
lifli  privateers  often  faw  thefe  iflands,  whereas, 
according  to  Monf.  Bougainville's  own  account, 
the  firft  Frenchman  who  ever  faw  them  waa 
Gouin,    no  longer  ago  than  the  year   1700* 
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From  this  (late  of  the  evidence  it  docs  not  ap- 
pear, that  the  Spaniards  vifited  them  at  all,  and 
that  the  French  were  the  lalt  vifitors  •,  yet 
would  Monf.  Bougainville  have  his  readers  be- 
lieve, that  the  Spaniards  have  the  prior  claim 
to  their  pofiefllon,  and  that  this  claim  has  been 
ratified  by  the  French  I — This  realbning  may 
found  admirably  well  in  the  cars  of  the  (laves 
of  two  arbitrary  monarchs,  but  will  be  equally 
ridiculed  and  contemned  by  every  fen fible  fub- 
jecl  of  our  happier,  becaufe  limited,  monarchy,' 
Monfieur  Bougainville  now  proceeds  to  give 
an  account  of  the  natural  hiftory  of,  and  other 
particulars  refpedbing,  Falkland's  Iflands,  which, 
he  fays,  are  the  refult  of  the  obfervations  of 
his  kinfman,  Monf.  de  Nerville,  who  rcfided 
fit  the  fettlement  three  years.  The  pifture  our 
ingenious  voyager  gives  of  the  firft  appearance 
of  the  iflands  is  very  ftriking,  and  his  argu- 
ments for  and  againft  fettling  them  are  very 
conclufive.  On  their  firft  arrival  not  an  objeft 
ftruck  their  view,  except  the  commodioufnefs 
of  the  port  in  which  the  (hip  lay,  which  could 
tempt  them  to  take  up  their  rcfidence  on  fo  in- 
hofpitable  a  (bore.  The  land  was  in  many 
places  broke  in  upon  by  the  fea ;  the  mountains, 
unclothed  with  wood,  had  the  moft  barren  ap- 
pearance ;  the  (ields  looked  dreary  for  want  of 
houfes  and  inhabitants;  an  univerfal  filence 
reigned,  except  when  the  howling  of  fomc 
iea-moniier  diflurbcd  the  folemn  ftillnefs  5  while 
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a  dull  and  gloomy  famcnefs  of  appearance  added 
horror  to  the  whole  pi(5lure. 

Dilcouraging  as  this  fcene  appeared,  our  ad- 
venturers knew  that  all  would  yield  to  time  and 
diligence,  and  that  the  labour  of  the  indullri- 
ous  would  not  go  unrequited  :  indeed  fome  con- 
fbhtion  arofe  in  their  breads,  on  viewing  the 
place  in  a  more  favourable  light.  The  climate 
had  that  kind  of  temperature  likely  to  afford 
health,  ilrength,  and  long  life,  and  was  there- 
fore preferable  to  the  noxious  air  of  thofe  re- 
gions where  the  fickening  inhabitant  faints  un- 
der the  fcorching  heat  of  the  vertical  fun  :  the 
ifland  produced  a  number  of  plants,  admirable 
in  the  cure  of  the  fcurvy,  and  other  difordera 
incident  to  the  failor's  life.  The  fifli  and  the 
birds  were  molt  exquifitely  delicious,  and  tliere 
were  amphibious  animals  in  immenfe  numbers, 
while  there  were  none  of  the  fierce  or  the  poi- 
fonous  kind.  Cafcades  and  rivulets  fell  from 
the  mountains,  which  at  the  liime  time  flielter- 
ed  the  fiflierman  from  the  violence  of  the  winds, 
fo  that  he  could  fport  or  labour  in  the  fpacious 
bay,  in  perfect  fecurity  :  meadows  of  an  im« 
menfe  extent  promiled  conftant  paOurage  for 
any  number  of  flocks  and  herds,  whicli  might 
feed  at  pleafurc,  undidurbed  by  any  tyrant  lord 
of  the  foil.  Thele  various  advantages,  in  the 
opinion  of  our  adventurers,  were  fufficient  to 
recompence  them  for  the  dangers  and  fatigue 
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of  the  voyage,  and  a  pledge  for  the  full  reward 
of  their  future  labours. 

The  ficuation  of  Falkland's  Iflands  is  between 
fifty-one  and  fifty-two  degrees  and  a  half  of 
fouth  latitude,  and  fixty-five  degrees  and  a  half 
of  weft  longitude  from  Paris.  From  the  en- 
trance of  the  Streights  of  Magellan,  and  from 
the  coaft  of  Patagonia,  their  diftance  is  about 
250  miles. 

The  harbours  are  large,  and  well  defended 
by  fmall  iflands  moft  happily  difpofed;  and 
even  the  fmalleft  veflels  may  ride  in  fafety  in 
the  creeks :  while  frelh  water  is  ealily  to  be 
obtained,  as  the  fmall  rivers  which  defcend 
from  the  mountains  difcharge  themfelves  into 
the  lea.  The  tides  do  not  rife  and  fall  at  any 
ftated  times,  but  depend  on  the  force  with 
which  the  wind  agitates  the  waves  of  the"fea ; 
it  was,  however,  obferved,  thatjuft  before  high 
water,  the  fea  rifes  and  fubfides,  with  a  quick 
motion,  three  times  within  the  fpace  of  fifteen 
minutes  5  and  that  at  the  full  of  the  moon, 
and  during  the  equinoxes  and  folftices,  this  mo- 
tion is  much  greater  than  at  any  other  time. 

Thofe  winds  that  blow  from  between  the 
fouth  and  weft,  and  the  north  and  weft  points, 
prevail  more  than  others;  but  in  general  the 
winds  vary  as  in  moft  other  countries.  Infum- 
mer  time  the  winds  ufually  blow  from  feme 
point  between  the  north-weft  and  fouth-weft. 
It  is  remarkable,  that  thefe  winds  rife  with  the 
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rifing  fun,  encreafe  in  force  as  the  fun  advances 
to  the  meridian,  blow  molt  violently  juft  at 
noon,  decreafe  again  with  the  declining  fun, 
and  totally  ccafe  about  the  time  of  its  fetting- 
The  tides  alfo  frequently  add  to  the  violence  of 
thefe  winds,  and  not  unfrequently  change  their 
diredion. 

The  blowing  of  the  winds  in  winter  is  a  cer- 
tain indication  of  the  weather.  If  they  come 
from  the  fouth-eaft,  they  are  not  fo  violent  as 
the  lummer  winds  from  the  fame  quarter  ;  but 
they  are  accompanied  with  flight  fogs.  When 
they  blow  between  the  Ibuth  and  weft  points, 
hoar  froft,  hail  and  fnow,  are  the  certain  con- 
fequences ;  and  the  weather  is  wet  and  foggy, 
when  they  come  from  the  points  between  the 
liorth  and  the  weft.  The  fnow  which  comes 
with  the  fouth  and  weft  winds  is  but  fmall  in 
quantity,  and  commonly  difappears  from  the 
ground  in  a  day  or  two,  except  what  lodges  on 
the  fummits  of  the  high  mountains,  where  ic 
will  remain  about  two  months.  The  running 
ftreams  are  never  frozen,  and  the  lakes  and 
(tagnate  pools  have  feldom  been  covered  with 
ice  ftrong  enough  to  bear  the  weight  of  a  man 
two  days  together.  In  the  fpring  and  autumn 
there  are  flight  hoar  frofts,  which  being  chang- 
ed to  a  kind  of  dew  by  the  warmth  of  the  fun, 
^re  rather  nutrimental  tfjti  prejudicial  to  the 
vegetable  produilions.  There  is  feldom  any 
thunder  or  lightning,  nor  is  the  climate  hot  or 
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cold  in  any  extraordinary  degree.     Throughout 
the  year  the  nights  are,  in  general,  (lar-light, 
ferene,    and  fair;    and,  upon  the  whole,  the 
climate  is  very  favourable  to  the  conftitution. 

The  frefli  water  of  thefe  iflands  is  extremely- 
good,  and  in  great  plenty :  the  beds  of  fome  of 
the  rivers  are  a  kind  of  tuft,  which  gives  a  yel- 
lowifh  caft  to  the  water,  yet  does  not  affedb  its 
tafte ;  but  the  bottom  of  moft  of  the  rivers  is 
cither  fand  or  gravel. 

The  depth  of  the  foil  in  the  vallies  is  more 
than  fufEcient  for  the  purpofes  of  plowing  ;  but, 
before  our  adventurers  could  proceed  to  cultiva- 
tion, they  were  obliged  to  extract  the  roots  of 
plants,  which  every  where  interfered  and  choak- 
ed  up  the  ground  for  near  a  foot  deep :  thefe 
roots  they  dried  and  burnt,  and  they  then  made 
a  rich  manure  for  the  ground  from  which  they 
had  been  cleared.  Under  the  firft  land  is  a 
layer  of  black  earth,  ten  inches  or  more  in 
depth  ;  under  that  again  a  yellow  foil,  beneath 
which  are  ftones  and  (late  i  but  thefe  (tones  are 
not  found  on  the  little  adjacent  iflands.  The 
fea-coaft  is,  in  moft  places,  compofed  of  ftones, 
which  are  very  fit  for  the  purpofes  of  building  j 
and  there  are  beds  of  a  hard  fine  grained  ftone, 
in  feveral  fpots  on  the  ifland*,  likewife  another 
kind  of  ftones,  in  which  are  particles  of  talc. 
Our  fcttlers  found  a  kind  of  ftone  which  fplit 
in  pieces  eafily,  and  with  which  they  made 
grind-ftones,  to  give  an  edge  to  their  inftru- 
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mcnts.  In  the  quarries  they  met  with  a  ftone 
of  a  yellowifli  hue,  which,  when  firft  taken  out, 
was  fo  foft  as  to  be  cut  with  a  knife  i  but  it 
loon  grew  hard  when  expofed  to  the  open  air," 
The  ifland  likewife  yeilded  earth  fit  for  making 
bricks  and  potters-ware,  and  plenty  of  fand 
and  clay.  . . 

In  many  parts  of  the  country  there  are  marfhy 
places,  which  produce  a  fort  of  rufhes  with 
iharp  points,  the  remains  of  the  roots  of  which 
being  continually  wafting,  form  the  turf  that 
was  ufed  for  firing,  which  burnt  exceeding 
well,  and  had  nothing  oflfenfive  in  its  fmell. 

A  plant  of  the  gramen  kind  grows  on  a  ftallc 
which  has  a  fwetifli  flavour,  and  is  extremely 
nutrimcntal  for  '■•  %  who  like  it  better  than  any 
other  kind  of  ^  -  lurage.  This  plant  flourifhes 
on  the  fea-coafts,  and  on  the  little  ides,  where 
it  bends  till  the  ftalks  unite,  forming  a  kind  of 
harbour,  to  which  the  fea-lions  and  the  feals  oc- 
cafionally  retreat.  Our  adventurers,  in  feveral 
excurfions,  found  thefe  natural  built  houfes,  a 
very  agreeable  defence  againft  the  inclemency 
of  the  weather,  and  the  more  fo,  as  the  dry 
leaves  which  had  fallen  off  formed  a  bed,  by  no 
means  to  be  defpifed. 

The  above-mentioned  plant  is  the  largefl: 
that  grows  on  the  ifland,  which  likewife  pro- 
duces many  fhrubs  that  were  very  ufeful  in 
heating  ovens,  and  other  purpofes  of  firing. 
A  kind  of  heath,  which  grows  in  great  plenty, 
'y'.-\  '  bears 
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bears  a  red  fruity  which  is  eaten  by  the  fowls 
and  birds. 

A  plant  was  difcovered  which  refembles  a 
fhrub,  but  having  been  tailed,  it  was  thought 
fit  for  the  brewing  of  beer  :  happily  our  colo- 
nifts  were  fupplied  with  malt  and  molaffes,  to 
which  they  added  the  beer-plant,  and  were  en» 
abled  at  all  times  to  brew  a  very  wholefome 
kind  of  fpruce-beer,  which  was  an  admirable 
fpecific  for  the  fcurvy.  This  plant  was  iikewife 
infufed  in  water,  in  which  thofe  who  had  con- 
tradled  any  illncfs,  while  out  at  fea,  bathed 
themfelves,  and  it  was  found  to  be  a  fine  refto- 
rative :  when  prefled,  it  yeilded  a  mealy  fub- 
ftance,  of  a  fragrant  fmell,  and  a  glutinous  na- 
ture :  the  leaves  of  this  plant  are  fmall,  of  a 
clear  bright  green,  and  dentated. 

Other  vegetables  in  abundance  were  found, 
which  wereufed  as  antifcorbutics ;  particularly 
water-crefles,  forrel,  wild  parfley,  a  kind  of 
maiden- hair,  and  a  fpecies  of  celery.  -,   : 

But  the  moll  extraordinary  vegetable  pro- 
duction of  Falkland's  IQands,  is  a  kind  of  re- 
finous  gum-plant,  of  which  we  fhall  fpeak 
tnore  particularly,  as  it  is  wholly  unknown  in 
thefe  parts  of  the  globe.  Though  this  is  called 
a  plant,  it  is  without  leaves,  branches,  or  any 
apparent  (lalk ;  and,  except  in  colour,  which  is 
that  of  a  bright  green,  it  more  refembles  a  lump 
of  earth  rifmg  from  the  common  furface  of  the 
ground.    It  docs  not  grow  to  the  height  of 

more 
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more  than  eighteen  inches,  and   its  breadth  in 
different   plants  is  from  two  feet  to  two  yards 
and  upwards :  the  fmaller  plants  have  the  form 
of  an  hemifpherc,  and  their  circumference  is 
regular ;  but  when  they  come  to  the  full  fize, 
they  terminate  in  irregular  bunches  and  hollows : 
there  are  drops  of  a  tough  yellow  matter,  as 
big  as  a  pea,  on  different  parts  of  its  furface, 
which  fmell  like  turpentine.     Monf.  Bougain- 
ville having  cut  this  plant  clofe  to  the  ground, 
found  that  it  arofc  from  a  ftalk,  from  which 
grew  an  immenfe  number  of  {hoots,  conlifl- 
ing  of    leaves   refembling    flars,    laying  one 
within  the  other.     The  outfides  of  thefe  (hoots, 
which  are  expofed  to  the  air,  are  green,  and  the 
iniides  white;  they  contain  a  vifcid  milky  juice, 
wi'.ich  is  likewife  found  in  the  roots  and  the 
ftalk.    The  roots  extending  horizontally,  fre- 
quently produce  frelh  fhoots  at  a  diftancc,  fo 
that  there  is  no  inftance  of  one  of  thefe  plants 
being  found  alone.    The  rcfm  of  this  plant 
was  found  to  be  a  good  medicine  for  the  cure 
of  flight  wounds-,    but  this  refm  was  often 
wafhed  away  by  the  rains,  or  wafted  by  the  in- 
fluence of  the  air-,  yet,  however  contradiftory 
ic  may  appear,  it  would  not  difTolve  except  in 
fpirits :  fome  of  the  feeds  were  brought  to  Eu- 
rope>  in  order  to  attempt  the  cultivation  of  fo 
fingular  a  curiofity  in  the  vegetable  world. 

The  illand  on  which  our  colonifts  had  taken 
up  ih'wir  refidenee  is  divided  from  caft  to  wefl 
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by  a  chain  of  hills,  to  the  fouth  of  which  they 
found  another  plant,  not  unlike  the  refinous 
gum-plant,  which,  however,  did  not  yield  any 
rcfin,  but  produced  beautiful  yellow  flowers  ; 
neither  was  it  of  fo  firm  a  texture,  nor  was  its 
green  of  the  fame  (hade  ;  yet,  in  other  refpedtst 
the  refemblance  was  very  ftrong.  On  the  hills 
was  found  a  fpecies  of  Maiden-hair,  which 
grew  to  a  great  height,  and  the  leaves  of  it  were 
ihaped  like  the  blade  of  a  fword.  The  hills  like- 
wift:  abounded  with  various  kinds  of  plants,  which 
had  the  appearance  of  holding  a  middle  fla- 
tion  between  ftones  and  vegetables.  It  was  ap- 
prehended, that  thefe  might  have  been  fuccefs- 
fully  ufed  in  dying,  and  our  colonifts  propofed 
to  have  made  the  experiment  if  they  had  re- 
mained longer  on  the  ifland.  .    / 

The  place  produces  flowers  in  a  confiderable 
variety,  but  only  one  of  them  has  any  fmell, 
which  is  like  that  of  a  tuberofe ;  this  flower  is 
perfcdlly  white.  A  true  violet  was  fcen, 
which  was  of  a  regular  light  yellow  colour. 

A  fruit  was  found,  of  the  fize  of  a  pea, 
which  received  the  name  of  the  lucet,  from 
its  refemblance  to  the  North  American  fruit  of 
that  name :  its  colour  is  white,  but  the  fide 
which,  is  expofed  to  the  fun  changes  to  a  red  : 
it  has  the  fmell  of  orange-bloflbms,  and  a  very 
agreeable  flavour:  its  branches,  which  creep 
along  the  ground,  produce  leaves  of  dark 
green,  which  are  round  and  fliining,  and  thefe 
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leaves  infufed  into  milk  give  it  a  delicious  talle  : 
the  flowers  grow  in  large  numbers  on  the  bcjr- 
ders  of  lakes,  and  the  plant  delights  in  a  moid 
foil.  Befides  the  lucet  only  one  other  fruit  was 
found,  which  grows  on  long  branches,  in  the 
fame  manner  as  the  ftrawberry,  but  it  has  the 
appearance  of  a  mulberry,  which  name  it  re- 
ceived, and  its  leaves  are  1''  thofe  of  the 
hornbeam. 

Our  colonifts  found  but  few  fca-plants  which 
they  could  apply  to  any  ufe  ;  but  all  the  coaft; 
of  the  harbour  was  lined  with  fca-weeds,  which 
were  fcrviceable  in  breaking  the  force  of  the 
waves  in  ftormy  weather.  Many  kinds  of  co- 
ralines,  of  various  beautiful  colours,  and  a 
great  number  of  curious  fliells  and  fpunges 
were  walhed  on  (hore  by  the  force  of  the  tides* 
Among  the  fliells  were  the  fmooth  and  ftriated 
mufcle,  fcallops,  whelks,  and  a  bivalve  fhell, 
of  a  very  lingular  kind,  named  la  Pouktte, 

Sea  lions  and  feals  are  the  only  amphibious 
animals  found  in  thefe  parts  \  but  there  are 
great  varieties  of  fifh  on  the  coafts,  fcarce  any 
of  which  are  known  in  Europe.  It  fometime? 
happens  that  the  whales,  getting  too  near  the 
more,  are  itranded  in  the  bays,  where  their  re- 
mains have  been  feen.  Bones  of  great  mag- 
nitude have  been  found  far  up  the  country, 
where  the  force  of  the  waters  could  not  have 
conveyed    them,    which    Monf.   Bougainville 
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deems  a  proof  that  the  foil  is  encreafcd,  or  the 
fea  diminifhed. 

The   only  quadruped  found  on  Falkland's 
iQand  is  of  a  fpecies  between  the  fox  and  the 
wolf,  and  our  author  therefore  calls  him  the 
wolf-fox:  the  tail  of  this  animal  is  more  bufliy 
than  that  of  the  wolf,  and  he  lives  in  a  kennel 
which  he  digs  in  the  ground,  on  the  downs  by 
the  fea- fide.    At  one  time  of  the  year  the  wolf- 
fox  is  fo  lean  as  to  appear  almoft  flarved,  from 
whence  it  is  imagined  that  he  falls  for  a  confide- 
rable  time  :  he  is  about  as  large  as  a  fheep-dog, 
and  barks  very  much  like  one,  only  that  his  yelp 
is  not  fo  loud.     He  fubfifts  principally  on  wild 
fowl,  in  fearch  of  which  he  travels  in  fuch  a 
dired  line  from  one  day  to  another,  that  when 
our  adventurers  firft  beheld  his  track,  they  ima- 
gined that  the  iQand  was  inhabited,  and  that  the 
natives  had  made  the  path.    Monf.  Bougain- 
ville makes  it  a  matter  of  wonder  how  the 
wolf-fox  can   have    been  conveyed    to  thefe 
iflands,  without  confidering,  that  land-animals 
having  got  on  large  pieces  of  ice,  which  being 
broken  by  the  fea,  they  have  frequently  been 
conveyed  to  places  very  remote  from  thofe  of 
their  firft  refidence.     The  circumftance  of  ice 
fo  broken  from  the  fhore  is  not  uncommon  on 
the  coaft  of  Greenland. 

Thefe  iflands  and  their  coafts  produce  land 

and  water-fowls  in  incredible  numbers,  many 

of  which  arc  the  prey  of  falcons,  hawks,  ea- 
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gles  and  owls ;  while  the  eggs  and  the  young 
birds  are  deftroyed  by  the  wolf-fox.— The  fmal- 
ler  fifli  are  deftroyed  by  the  whales,  the  am- 
phibious animals,  and  the  voracious  birds, 
feme  of  which  are  conftantly  flying  clofe  over 
the  furface  of  the  waters,  while  others  oercli 
themfclves  on  the  rocks  to  watch  the  event, 

Monf.  Bougainville  now  proceeds  to  a  de- 
fcription  of  fuch  birds  as  were  found  on  the 
idands,  which  could  be  applied  to  any  kind  of 
ufe,  omitting  thofe  that  could  not  be  rendered 
ferviceable  to  the  colonifts. 

The  fwan  is  pcrfcdlly  v/hite,  except  its  feet 
and  its  neck,  the  former  of  which  are  of  4 
fiefb-colour,  and  the  latter  as  black  as  jet. 

Of  wild  geefe  there  are  four  kinds,  only  one 
of  which  feeds  on  dry  ground.  It  has  very 
high  legs,  and  a  neck  of  great  length :  its  flight 
is  much  more  free  than  that  of  the  Englifli 
goofe ;  it  walks  with  equal  eafe,  and  does  not 
cackle  like  the  common  goofe.  The  feathers 
of  the  male  are  white  except  on  the  wings, 
which  have  a  mixture  of  a(h-colour  and  black : 
the  wings  of  the  female  are  of  various  colours ; 
and  its  body  is  yellow.  It  feldom  lays  more 
than  fix  eggs.  The  flavour  of  thele  birds  is 
agreeable,  and  they  were  found  to  be  very  nu- 
tritious :  exclufive  of  thofe  which  are  hatched 
on  the  ifland,  large  flocks  fly  thither  with  a 
wefterly  wind  which  blows  in  the  autumn,  fo 
that  they  were  generally  to  be  taken  in  great 
J  abun- 
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abundance,  and  formed  a  principal  part  of  the 
fubfiftence  of  the  fettlcrs.  Thofe  which  came 
in  the  autumn  were  cafily  known  from  thofc 
rcfident  on  the  iQand,  by  their  not  being  fhy. 

The  other  three  kinds  are  of  various  colours  -, 
yellow,  white,  black,  and  a(h-colour;  they 
are  not  by  far  fo  beautiful  as  thofe  above  de- 
fcribed  :  and  as  they  live  entirely  on  fi(h,  their 
flelli  acquires  a  difagreeable  taflc ;  one  of  thefe 
three  fpecies  fcldom  rifes  from  the  furface  of 
the  water,  and  is  almoft  conftantly  making  a 
very  difagreeable  noife.  A  foft  thick  down, 
either  grey  or  white,  grows  under  the  feathers 
of  all  thefe  gcefe,  as  it  does  likcwife  under  thofe 
of  the  fwan. 

The  rivers  and  ponds  of  Falkland's  iflands 
abound  in  teals  of  two  fpecies,  and  two  of  wild 
ducks  :  of  the  latter  fome  are  perfedtly  white, 
and  others  totally  black,  but  in  other  refpeds 
they  refemble  thofe  of  England  and  France. 
Thefe  birds  are  all  exquifite  fine  food,  and  to 
be  procured  in  any  numbers.  One  kind  of  the 
teal  is  very  fmall  •,  but  the  other  is  as  large  as 
the  duck,  and  its  bill  is  blue.  The  bellies  of 
fome  of  them  are  alfo  covered  with  feathers 
ot  a  fleOi-colour. 

The  ifland  produces  a  bird  which  Monf. 
Bougainville  calls  the  Diver,  but,  from  the 
defcription  he  gives  of  it,  it  is  conje6lured  to 
be  the  Grebe,  which  abounds  on  the  lake  of 
Geneva,  and  of  the  fliin  Oi^  which  the  moft 

elegant 
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elegant  muffs  and  tippets  are  made.     Of  thclc 
Divers  there  arc  two  kinds,  of  which  the  moll 
plentiful    has   brown  feathers,    with  no  other 
variation  than  that  the  feathers  on  the  belly  are 
of  a  fomewhat  lighter  colour  than  thofe  on  the 
back.     The  belly  of  the  other  kind  is  white, 
and  the  back  grey  ;  and  the  feathers  on   the 
belly  are  very  thick,  fliining  and  fofc.     The 
eyes  of  thefe  birds  are  as  bright  as  rubies,  and 
are  encircled  with  a  ring  of  white   feathers. 
The  female  hatches  only  two  young  birds  at  a 
time,  which  (he  carries  on  her  back,  not  fub- 
jedting  them  to  the  coldnefs  of  the  water,  till 
feathers   have  taken  place  of  the  down  wicli 
which  they  are  hatched.     The  toes  of  this  bird 
are  thin,    and  of  a  green    colour,  and   being 
round  towards  the  claw,  they  are  not  unlike 
the  leaves  of  fome  plants :  their  feet  arc  not 
webbed,  as  is  conimon  among  water-fowl,  but 
their  toes  are  feparate,   having  a  ftrong  mem* 
brane  on  each  fide.  "     . 

The  colonifts  gave  the  name  of  Saw-bills  to 
two  kinds  of  birds  which  bore  a  great  fimilitudc 
to  each  other,  the  chief  difference  confiding 
in  their  fize,  and  in  the  bellies  of  moft  of  them 
being  white,  while  a  few  were  obferved  to  have 
brown  feathers  on  the  belly  :  the  feathers  on 
the  reft  of  the  body  are  of  a  dark  blue,  as  fofc 
as  filk,  and  grow  very  clofe  together.  Their 
feet  arc  webbed  and  flefli  coloured.,  and  their 

bills  pointed :  they  lay  their  eggs  on  the  rocks, 
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where  great  numbers  of  them  live  together; 
and  they  fubfift  on  fifh,  thoufands  of  which 
they  dellroy.  Our  fettlers  not  only  ate  the 
eggs  of  thefe  birds,  but  frequently  killed  many 
fcores  of  them  at  a  time,  and  their  flelh  was 
found  to  be  excellent  food.  They  had  fo  little 
apprehenfidn  of  being  catched,  that  it  was  an 
ealy  matter  to  knock  them  down  with  a  ftick, 
and  in  this  manner  they  were  ufually  taken. 
A  bird  called  by  the  Spaniards  §uebrantabu» 
eJfeSf  which  meafures  more  than  two  yards  from 
the  extrenlity  of  its  wings,  deftroys  the  faw- 
bills.  This  bird  of  prey  has  a  long  bill,  with 
two  hollow  tubes  of  the  fame  kind  of  fubftance 
as  the  bill,  and  its  feet  are  webbed :  fome  of 
the  feamen  called  this  bird  the  Albatrofs,  buc 
it  differs  confiderably  from  the  common  biid 
of  that  name,  nor  is  it  an  eafy  matter  to  deter* 
mine  precifely  on  its  fpecies,  from  the  imper« 
fedl  account  which  Monf.  Bougainville  haa| 
given  of  it.  .  •    ' 

Gulls,  mews,  and  terns,  of  different  beau- 
tiful plumage,  ferved  to  dired  our  coloniils 
what  was  the  proper  time  for  taking  of  pil- 
chards. Theie  birds,  flying  in  large  flocks  over 
the  furface  of  the  water,  dart  on  the  pilchard 
and  fwallow  it ;  prefently  they  catch  another  of 
thefe  fifli,  and  then  they  difgorge  the  one  which 
had  been  previoufly  fwallowed,  and  fo  on. 
"When  the  pilchards  are  not  in  feafon,  they  feed 
on  various  other  forts  of  fmall  fifh.    The  eggs 
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of  thcfe  birds  were  found  in  great  abundance 
upon  the  leaves  of  a  plant,  on  the  borders  of 
the  marlhes,  and  they  proved  to  be  very  good 
eating. 

Three  kinds  of  penguins  breed  on  the  ifland, 
one  of  thefe  is  a  remarkably  grand  and  elegant 
bird,  the  belly  of  which  is  a  clear  white,  the 
back  a  kind  of  blue,  and  it  has  a  ruff  round  its 
neck  near  the  htad,  of  a  bright  yellow,  which 
defcending  towards  the  belly,  leparates  the 
white  feathers  from  the  blue  ones ;  theil*  birds 
do  not  live  together  in  numbers,  but  leek  the 
moft  quiet  and  retired  places  of  abode.  One 
of  them  being  caught,  with  an  intention  of 
being  brought  to  France,  foon  grew  fo  tame, 
that  it  followed  the  perfon  who  fed  it ;  its  food 
was  bread,  fifli  and  flefh  ;  bun  there  was  Ibme- 
thing  more  wanting  for  its  liiflenance,  for  ic 
gradually  loft  its  fatnels  till  it  died.  The  fe- 
cond  kind  of  penguin  anfwers  to  the  delcrip- 
tion  of  that  bird  in  Anion's  voyage*.  The 
third  kind  of  penguins  lay  their  eggs  among 
the  high  cliffs  of  the  rocks,  where  they  reiide 
together  in  immenfe  nun-bers,  never  reckic^: 
that  folitude  of  which  the  firft  kind  are  fo  fond. 
They  are  much  fmaller  than  the  others,  nnd 
were  named  hopping  penguins,  from  dieir 
method  of  moving,  which  is  very  much  like 
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♦  This  defcription  will,  of  courfc,  be  found  when 
we  come  to  give  an  account  of  that  voyage. 
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hopping  i  they  have  gold-coloured  feather*^' 
which  form  a  kind  of  eye-brows,  and  a  tuft 
of  the  fame  colour,  which  they  raife  when  they 
are  difpleafed.  This  bird  has  a  very  chearful 
look,  and  its  general  colour  is  a  deep  yellow. 

At  different  times,  but  not  frequently,  three 
kinds  of  petrels  were  feen  by  our  adventurers, 
Thefe  birds  build  their  nefts  on  the  fea-coafts, 
where  their  young  were  fometimes  found,  co- 
vered with  down.  One  fort  of  them  is  quite 
white,  their  bills  red,  and  not  unlike  a  pigeon  5 
a  fccond  fort  is  larger,  and  the  third  fmaller 
than  the  pigeon ;  and  thefe  two  forts  have  white 
feathers  on  the  belly,  while  every  other  part  of 
the  body  is  black. 

Eagles  were  alfo  feen  of  three  different  fpe- 
cies,  two  of  which  are  black,  with  white  and 
yellow  feet,  and  the  other  is  of  a  dull  white : 
all  thefe  fubfid  on  fnipes,  and  other  I'mall  birds, 
which  they  feize  every  opportunity  to  deftroy. 

Egrets,  a  fpecies  of  the  heron,  were  fre- 
quently feen  on  the  ifland :  they  make  a  difa- 
greeable  noife,  not  much  unlike  the  barking  of 
a  little  dog  ;  and  they  never  take  any  food  till 
towards  the  evening. 

Tv/o  kinds  of  the  thrufh  came  regularly  to 
the  iliand  in  the  autumnal  months,  one  of 
which  was  of  the  fame  colour  as  the  Euro* 
pean  thrulh  •,  and  the  other  yellow,  except  on 
the  belly,  which  was  fpotted  with  black. 
There  was  a  third  kind  of  thrulh,  which  live4 

en 
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on  the  ifland  throughout  the  year,  the  feathery 
on  the  belly  of  which  are  of  a  bright  red  :  this 
was  called  the  Red- bird,  and  though  Monf. 
Bougainville  ranks  it  among  the  thrufhes,  it  is 
probably  no  other  than  the  red-breaft  of  A- 
merica. 

A  bird  which  they  called  the  Sea-pie,  was 
conftantly  feen  on  the  coafts,  the  feet  of  which 
were  white,  the  bill  red,  and  the  feathers  black 
and  white.  This  bird  whiftles  a  kind  of  note,' 
which  the  colonifts  found  it  eafy  to  imitate, 
and  by  that  means  they  came  near  enough  to 
catch  them  without  much  trouble  :  they  fubfifl: 
on  flirimps,  which  they  pick  up  after  the  ebb- 
ing of  the  tide. — Such  is  Monf.  Bougainville's 
defcription  of  the  fea-pie ;  but  if  it  be  the  true 
bird  of  that  kind,  oyfters  form  a  part  of  its 
fubfiftence  5  for  when  the  tide  is  out,  thefe  fiih 
are  left  on  the  fand,  and  the  fea-pie,  forcing 
open  the  (hell  with  his  bill,  fwallows  the  oyfter  5 
whence  he  is  alfo  called  oy  ft er- catcher. 

Great  numbers  of  curlews,  the  fame  as  thofe 
of  Europe,  were  conftantly  feen  in  the  fum- 
mer;  and  fnipes  of  the  European  kind  were 
found  in  abundance.  It  is  eafy  to  (hoot  thefe 
birds,  as  they  fly  in  a  regular  manner.  At  the 
time  when  they  are  breeding,  they  afcend  to  a 
great  height,  and  having  fungfome  time  in  the 
air,  they  drop  at  once  into  their  nefts,  which 
arc  built  on  the  ground,  in  the  open  field, 
where  it  is  moft  free  from  grafs  or  other  her- 
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bage,  fo  that  thefe  nells  are  very  ealily  found  : 
tiie  fnipes  are  excellent  food  if  drefled  towards 
the  decline  of  the  year ;  but  in  the  breeding 
feafon  they  are  lean,  and  not  fo  fit  to  eat. 

The  amphibious  animals  of  Falkland's  iflands 
are  feals  and  iea-lions,  which  having  been  be- 
fore-mentioned, and  being  defcribed  in  many 
books  of  voyages,  we  {hall  only  add,  that  they 
frequently  travel  in  very  numerous  companies 
three  or  four  miles  up  the  country,  to  feaft  oa 
the  herbs,  and  rcpolb  themfelves  in  the  warmth 
of  the  fun. 

Of  the  fiHi  which  were  found  on  the  coafts  of 
Falkland's  iflands,  one  that  was  taken  in  the 
greateft  plenty  was  called  the  Mullet,  from  the 
Ijkenefs  it  bears  to  the  European  fifli  of  that 
name  :  the  colonifts  dried  many  of  thefe,  which 
were  full  a  yard  in  length :  the  i<:"als  prey  on 
thefe  fifli  v/henever  they  can  catch  them  5  but* 
by  a  natural  inttindl,  they  are  taught  to  avoid 
thefe  voracious  enemies,  by  fheltering  them- 
lelves  in  holes,'  among  flimy  ground,  on  the 
banks  of  the  rivers,  and  in  thefe  places  they 
were  frequently  taken.  A  fifli  called  the  ^r«- 
^eaUj  about  twelve  inches  in  length,  was  found 
in  great  abundance ;  and  another,  named  the 
fordifte,  was  founa  only  at  the  commencement 
of  the  winter  feafon.  Some  white  porpoifes 
were  taken  in  the  bays,  when  the  weather  was 
fair,  and  fomc  eels  in  thofe  cavities  of  the 
rocks  which  were  filled  with  water.  A  frefli 
..,     .  water 
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water  filh  was  found,  about  the  fize  of  .a 
trout,  without  fcales,  the  colour  of  which  was 
green.  Many  fmalier  fifh  were  catched  with 
the  hook  and  line,  among  them  was  one  fpe- 
cies,  the  head  of  which  rcfembled  that  of  a  pike, 
and  it  had  no  fcales  :  a  few  foals  were  found  ; 
and  Monf.  Bougainville  is  of  opinion,  that  a 
greater  number  of  thofe,  and  many  other  differ- 
ent kinds  of  fifh,  might  have  beca  procured, 
if  there  had  been  hands  fufficient  to  have  con- 
flantly  fparcd  a  proper  number  to  attend  the 
fea-fifhcry.  The  fhcll-fifh  found  at  this  place 
were  mufcles,  a  very  fmall  kind  of  fhrimp,  a 
crab,  the  feet  of  which  were  blue,  and  a  kind 
of  cray-fifh,  or  prawn,  the  colour  of  which  was 
naturally  red,  without  boiling :  but  our  au* 
thor  fays,  thcfe  were  only  taken  through  curio- 
fity,  as  their  tafte  was  much  inferior  to  taofc 
^.uropean  fifh  which  are  nearly  of  the  fame 
fperics. 

The  above  is  a  faithful  detail  of  the  natural 
hiflory  of  Falkland's  iflands,  as  far  as  it  could 
be  learnt  by  the  French  fettlers,  during  a  refi- 
dence  of  three  years ;  if  they  had  continued 
longer  in  the  country,  there  is  no  doubt  but 
that  their  difcoveries  would  have  been  greater, 
and  their  account  more  accurate :  from  fuch  as 
it  is,  however,  it  will  probably  be  thought,  by 
the  Englifh  reader,  that  thefe  iQands  are  by  no 
means  fo  barren  and  inhofpitable  afpot,  as  our 
iiiiniflerial  writers  took  the  pains  to  reprefent 

them. 
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them,  as  foon  as  it  was  known,  that  our  peoplef 
in  power  had  formed  the  difgraceful  refolution 
of  permitting  the  prior  claim  of  England  to  this 
extenfive  country,  to  yeild  to  the  imperious  de- 
mand of  the  haughty  Spaniards. 

It  muft,  indeed,  appear  evident  to  the  un- 
prejudiced view  of  the  intelligent  reader,  that 
thefe  iflands  might,  in  the  courfe  of  a  few 
years,  be  made  a  very  valuable  pofleflion :  as 
they  abound  in  fov/1  and  fi(h  of  various  ufeful 
kinds,  while  their  amphibious  animals,  the  fea- 
lions  and  feals,  would  yeild  a  quantity  of  greafe 
and  train-oil,  which  might  make  no  inconfide- 
rable  articles  of  commerce ;  and  what  aftonifh- 
ing  crops  of  wheat,  barley,  and  every  kiod  of 
European  grain  might  not  be  raifed  on  a  tra6): 
of  land  thr.T.  is  many  hundred  miles  in  extent ! 
It  is  true  the  iflands  do  not  naturally  produce 
any  trees ;  but  it  would  be  eafy  to  carry  thither 
the  feeds  of  fome,  and  young  trees  of  other 
kinds;  and  there  is  no  doubt,  but  that  they 
would  flouriih  in  a  country  fituated,  with  regard 
to  the  fouth  pole,  nearly  as  Ireland  is  with  re- 
gard to  the  north.  ;      ^  t'      >.;      Mf.i 

As  true  Englilhmen,  we  cannot  help  expref- 
fmg  a  wi(h  that  the  day  may  yet  arrive,  when 
fome  Statefman  of  fenfe  and  fpirit  may  re-urge 
and  infift  on  the  right  of  Great  Britain,  to  the 
pofTefTion  of  Falkland's  iflands^  The  reader 
^111  excpufe  this  digrelTion,  and  prepare  to  at- 
;    .  ..    ... . tend 
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tend  Monf.  Bougainville  in  the  courfe  of  his 
voyage.  " "       ^      • 

After  waiting  at  thefe  iflands  till  the  2d  of 
June  1767,  in  expedtation  of  the  Etoile  ftore- 
fhip,  and  finding  that  fhe  did  not  arrive,  Monf. 
Bougainville  confidered,  that  as  his  veflel  would 
hold  no  more  than  lix  months  provifions,  and 
that  he  had  only  two  on  board,  it  would  be  aa 
aft  of  raflinefs  to  attempt  the  crofTing  the  great 
pacific  ocean  alone  •,  he  therefore  refolved  to 
fteer  to  Rio  Janeiro,  at  which  place  he  had  ap- 
pointed the  Etoile  to  join  him,  in  cafe  any  un- 
forefeen  accident  (hould  prevent  her  reaching 
Falkland's  ifiands  before  he  left  the  harbour  of 
that  place. 

They  had  fine  weather  from  the  2d  till  the 
20th  of  June,  on  which  day  they  had  fight  of 
the  mountains  on  the  main  Iahu  of  Brafii ;  and 
they  faw  the  entrance  of  Rio  Janeiro  on  the 
day  following.  A  number  of  filhing-boats  be- 
ing obferved  near  the  fhore,  Monf.  Bougain- 
ville hoifted  Portuguefe  colours,  and  ordered  a 
cannon  to  be  fired ;  on  which  a  boat  put  oflf"  to 
the  (hip,  and  a  pilot  was  engaged  to  condufl; 
her  into  the  road. 

The  coaft  of  this  country  is  broken  by  a 
number  of  fmall  hills,  which  ferve  to  give 
an  agreeable  variety  to  the  profpeft.  The 
country  is  rather  mountainous,  and  well  cloiht 
cd  with  woods. 
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The  (hip  having  arrived  off  the  Port  of  Savt* 
ta  Cruz,  a  Portuguefe  officer  was  fent  to  en- 
quire  the  rcafon  of  her  failing  into  it  i  on  which 
Monf.  Bougainville  fent  one  of  his  officers  to 
acquaint  the  Viceroy  of  the  Brafils,  with  the 
motives  for  his  touching  there,  and  to  enquire 
whether  if  he  ftiould  falute  the  fort,  the  com- 
pliment would  be  returned. 

The  anfwer  which  the  French  officer  receiv- 
ed from  Count  d*Acunha,  marks  that  Angular 
baughtinefs  and  arrogance,  for  which  fome  of 
the  Portuguefe  Governors  are  not  a  little  fa- 
mous:— the  Count  faid,  that  when  a  perfon 
bowed  to  another  whom  he  might  cafually  meet 
in  the  ftreet,  he  was  not  previoufly  certain 
that  his  compliment  would  be  returned,  and 
that  if  Monf.  Bougainville  Ihould  fire  his  guns 
by  way  of  falute,  he  (the  Viceroy)  had  then 
^o  confider  what  was  proper  to  be  done.  As 
this  anfwer  was  by  no  means  fatistadory  to 
Monf.  Bougainville,  he,  with  that  Ipirit  of  pride 
becoming  a  gentleman  and  an  officer,  difdained 
to  fire  a  fingle  gun. 

About  the  fame  time  a  canoe  was  difpatched 
from  the  Captain  of  the  Etoile,  to  inform 
Monf.  Bougainville  of  the  fafe  arrival  of  that 
veflel,  which  now  lay  in  the  port.  The  Com- 
mander, Monf.  de  la  Giraudais,  fent  word,  that 
inftead  of  leaving  France  in  che  month  of  De- 
cember, various  accidents  had  combined  to  de- 
tain him  two  months  beyond  that  time :  that 
"  • '     ^  when 
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^hen  he  had  beeh  three  months  at  fea,  his 
rigging  was  fo  greatly  damaged,  and  his  veflel 
admitted  fo  much  water,  that  he  was  obliged  to 
make  the  harbour  of  Montevideo,  whence  he 
failed  for  his  prefent  ftation,  and  had  come 
to  an  anchor  but  a  few  days  before  Monf. 
Bougainville's  arrival. 

The  Etoile  had  at  this  time  fait  proviHons 
fufficient  to  fupply  both  the  veflels  for  almoft  a 
year  and  a  half;  but  as  her  ftock  of  bread  and 
legumes  was  infufficient  for  the  confumption  of 
more  than  feven  weeks,  Monf.  Bougainville  re- 
folved  on  failiner  to  Rio  de  la  Plata,  to  take  in 
a  ftock  of  thofe  articles,  as  neither  flour,  wheat, 
nor  bifcuit  could  be  purchafed  at  Rio  Janeiro. 

On  the  2 2d  of  June  1767,  Monf.  Eougain- 
ville  and  his  oincers  paid  a  vifit  to  the  Viceroy 
of  the  Brafils.  whirh  was  returned  three  unys 
afterwards  on  board  the  Boudeufe ;  when  the 
Viceroy  gave  permilTion  for  the  purchafe  of  a 
floop,  which  our  adventurers  imagined  might 
be  very  ferviceable  during  the  long  voyage 
they  propofed  to  make.  The  Chdplain  of  the 
Etoile  having  been  murdered,  feme  days  before 
the  arrival  of  the  Boudeufe,  under  1  he  windows 
of  the  Viceroy's  palace,  that  gentleman  pro- 
mifed  that  he  would  endeavour  to  find  our,  and 
feverely  punifh,  the  perpetrators  of  the  horrid 
deed  j  but  Monf.  Bougainville  complains  much 
of  his  remifihefs  in  the  execution  of  this  necef- 
fary  piece  of  iuftice. 
-  Y  Thq 
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The  Viceroy,  contrary  to  his  ufual  cuftom^ 
continued  to  behave  with  politenefs  to  the  French 
officers,  for  feveral  days  after  this  vifit  i  and 
acquainted  them,  that  he  propofed  to  honour 
them  with  an  elegant  collation  in  bowers  of 
orange-trees  and  jafmine,  on  the  banks  of  the 
river  -,  and  he  actually  gave  orders,  that  a  box 
at  the  opera  {hould  bf,  affigned  for  their  recep- 
tion. Here,  fays  our  author,  a  band  of  mula- 
toes  perfornied  the  bcfl:  pieces  of  metaftafio, 
while  the  compofitions  of  the  greateft  geniufes 
Italy  ever  produced,  were  "  executed  by  an 
•«  Orcheftra,  which  was  under  the  diredlion  of 
*'  a  hump-backed  Prieft,  in  his  canonicals." 

We  cannot  avoid  making  a  remark  on  the  il- 
liberal and  ungentleman-like  manner  in  which 
Monfieur  Bougainville  recites  this  part  of  his 
narrative  5  for  it  would  be  in  a  high  degree  ri- 
diculous to  fuppofe  that  the  Prieit,  becaufe  he 
had  the  misfortune  to  be  crooked,  (houid 
be,  by  that  circumftance,  the  lefs  qualified  to 
condufb  a  band ;  nor  can  we  fee,  if  the  works 
reprefented  were,  as  our  author  calls  them,  di- 
vine, the  great  impropriety  of  their  being  under 
the  direction  of  x  Prieft,  nor  of  that  Frieft's 
being  drelTed  in  the  habit  of  his  order.  The 
.French  are  ambitious  of  being  accounted  the 
beft  bred  people  in  the  world ;  they  claim  a 
kind  of  exclufive  right  to  politenefs ;  but  they 
are  only  the  fmugglers  and  monopolizers  of 
that  commodity,   to  the    injury  of  the  fair 

traders^ 
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traders,  the  Englifti,  the  Scots,  the  Hibernians* 
whofe  open  fincerity,  and  manly  freedom  of 
behaviour,  gives  the  lie  to  the  French  afiump- 
tion  of  a  fuperior  gentility.  It  is  evident,  from 
many  inftances  in  Monf.  Bougainville's  voyage, 
that  a  Frenchman  can,  when  he  pleafcs,  be 
guilty  of  a  favage  illiberality  of  condufl,  that 
would  difgrace  the  untutored  boor  of  the  wilds 
of  Siberia,  or  the  ftill  more  uncultivated  favage 
of  the  uncivilized  parts  of  America. 

At  this  time  there  lay  in  the  harbour  of  Rio 
de  Janeiro,  a  French  fhip,  called  the  Morning 
Star,  and  a  Spanifli  man  of  war,  named  the  Di- 
ligent; and,  while  the  Viceroy  behaved  with 
all  imaginable  politenefs  to  the  Frenchman,  he 
had  artfully  protraded  the  ftay  of  the  Spaniard 
no  lefs  than  eight  months,  during  all  which 
time  her  Commander  had  not  been  able  to  pro- 
cure the  articles  neceflary  for  the  repair  of  his 
veflel,  and  without  which  Ihe  could  not  proceed 
on  her  voyage.  In  this  dilemma,  Don  Fran- 
cefco  de  Medina,  Captain  of  the  Diligent,  ap- 
plied to  Monf.  Bougainville,  for  the  afliftancc 
of  his  carpenters  and  caulkers,  who  were  im- 
mediately fent,  both  from  the  Boudeufe  and  tlie 
Etoile. 

The  complaifance  with  which  the  Viceroy 
treated  the  gentlemen  on  board  the  French 
veflels,  furprifed  the  Spaniards,  who  told  them, 
that  they  muft  not  long  cxped  To  great  a  (hare 
of  his  favour  5  and  they  had  foon  reafon  to  be 
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convinced,  that  tiie  predidion  was  founded  in 
truth-,  for  though  the  Viceroy  had  permitted 
Nlonf  Bouganwille  to  purchafe  a  floop,  and 
he  liad  adually  agreed  for  one,  his  Excellency 
thought  proper  to  forbid  the  delivery  of  it; 
and  notwithftanding  they  had  contraded  with 
this  tyrannical  Viceroy  for  the  purchafe  of 
feme  tinnbcr  from  the  royal  Dock-yards,  he  af- 
terwards changed  his  mind,  and  would  not  let 
them  have  it.  He  even  went  fo  far  as  to  refufe 
Monl".  Bougainville,  and  rhe  gentlemen  on  board 
his  fliips,  permiflion  to  lodge  in  a  houfe  near 
the  town,  while  the  Boudeufe  was  repairing, 
notwithftanding  the  owner  of  the  houfe  had 
^onfentedto  accommodate  the  French  officers. 

Monf.  Bougainville,  piqued  at  thcfe  repeated 
inftances  of  the  Viceroy's  want  of  good  man- 
ners, and  his  total  inattention  to  the  common 
rights  of  humanity,  determined  to  pay  him  a 
vifit,  to  remonftrate  with  him  on  the  glaring 
impropriety  of  his  condufl :  taking  with  hin^ 
therefore  two  of  his  ofiicers,  he  repaired  to  the 
houfe  of  the  Vice'oy,  v/ho  was  agitated  with 
the  molt  furious  paflion  the  moment  Nlonf, 
Bougainville  began  to  fpeak,  and  commanded 
him  to  leave  the  houfe ;  this,  however,  he  re- 
fufed  to  do,  but  kept  his  feat  for  fome  time, 
pvcn  after  the  Viceroy  had  called  his  guards, 
who,  with  more  prudence  than  their  mafter  had 
fhewn,  neglefted  to  obey  his  fummons,  and  the 
French  gentlemen  left  the  houfe,  without  feem- 
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|ng  to  have  caufed  any  difturbance.  Not  long 
lifter  their  departure,  an  additional  nuttibcr  of 
guards  were  placed  round  the  palace,  and  or- 
ders were  iflued,  that  if  any  Frenchman  (hould 
be  feen  in  the  ftrcets  after  the  fun  was  down, 
he  fhould  be  taken  into  cuftody.  The  V^iceroy 
likewife  commanded  the  Captain  of  the  French 
fhip  named  the  Morning  Star,  to  quit  his  pre- 
fent  fituation,  and  anchor  his  vcflel  under  tliO 
fort  of  Villagahon,  which  order  was  complied 
with  on  the  following  day. 

One  of  the  Portuguefe  officers  was  exiled, 
and  another  imprifoned,  becaufe  they  had  be- 
haved with  civility  to  Monf.  Bougainville  j  and 
it  was  eafy  to  forefee,  that  luch  of  the  inhabi- 
tants of  the  place  as  traded  with  the  French, 
would  experitnce  the  confequences  of  the  Vice- 
roy's indignution  ;  every  preparation  was  there- 
fore made  to  quit  a  place,  which  tiie  tyranny  of 
the  count  de  Acunha  had  rendered  fo  difagree- 
able.  The  Captain  of  the  Spanifh  man  of 
war  fupplied  Monf  Bougainville  with  timber 
proper  for  the  repair  of  his  ihip,  and  an  inha- 
bitant of  Rio  Janeiro  privately  fold  him  a  num- 
ber of  planks,  which  he  was  in  great  want  of; 
and,  indeed,  the  mhabiiants  in  general  behav- 
ed with  a  kindnefs  and  civility,  which  fully 
proved  the  fenfe  they  entertained  of  the  impro- 
priety of  the  Viceroy's  conduft. 

Monf.  Bougainville  now  proceeds  to  give  an 
account  of  the  riches  of  Rio  Janeiro,  and  the 
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amount  of  the  revenues  arifing  to  the  King  cf 
Portugal,  from  the  mines  of  Brafilj  theft 
mines  we  have  already  given  fome  account  of 
in  the  former  part  of  this  work,  but  as  Monf. 
Bougainville's  account  is  very  interefting,  and 
contains  many  particulars  there  unnoticed,  wc 
make  no  doubt  but  the  reader  will  approve  our 
tracing  him  with  the  pen  of  accuracy  and  fidelity. 

The  mines  which  lie  neareft  to  the  city  of 
Rio  Janeiro  are  not  lefs  diflant  than  two  hun- 
dred and  twenty  miles,  and  are  called  the 
General  mines.  His  mod  faithful  majefty,  having 
a  fifth  part  of  the  produce  of  thefe  mines,  fel- 
dom  receives  lefs  than  one  hundred  and  twelve 
arobas  of  gold  from  their  annual  produce,  and 
fometimes  confiderably  more. 

There  are  mines  at  Sero-frio,  Sabara,  and 
Riodes  Mortcs,  v/hich  are  under  the  ji.rirdifbion 
of  the  managers  of  the  general  mines.  Near 
Sero-frio  is  ariver,theftreamof  which  being  turn- 
ed out  of  its  ufual  channel,  diamonds,  topazes, 
chryfolites,  and  other  valuable  ftones,  are  found 
among  the  pebbles  in  the  bed  of  the  river  -,  nor 
are  any  diamonds  brought  from  the  Brafils  but 
what  are  found  in  this  particular  fpor. 

The  ftones  thus  found  are  deemed  the  pro- 
perty of  the  owners  of  the  mines ;  but  the  King 
of  Portugal  has  appointed  a  furveyor,  to  whom 
they  muft  give  in  an  account  of  what  diamonds 
are  found  with  the  utmoft  cxadnefs.  Thefe 
the  furveyor  puts  into  a  calket  which  has  three 
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locks,  and  is  cnclofed  in  iron  plates  •,  the  Vice- 
roy keeping  one  of  the  keys,  the  Pr evador  dt 
Hazienda  Reaie  the  fecond,  and  the  furvcyor 
the  third.  This  caficet,  and  the  keys  witli  which 
it  is  locked,  are  then  enclofed  in  a  fecond 
calket,  on  which  thefe  three  gentlemen  affix 
their  feals  ;  and  this  again  is  placed  in  a  third* 
on  which  the  Viceroy  puts  his  feal,  and  thus 
fhips  the  treafure  for  Portugal,  where  the  coffers 
are  opened  in  the  prcfence  of  his  mod  faithful 
majefty,  who  having  feledted  fuch  of  the  dia- 
monds as  he  pleafcs,  the  owners  of  the  mines 
are  paid  for  them,  at  a  rate  ftipulated  by  a  pre- 
vious agreement.      - 

The  number  of  flaves  employed  in  fearch'i  g 
for  diamonds  is  about  eight  hundred,  and  for 
every  day's  labour  of  each  of  thefe  flaves  the 
King  of  Portugal  receives  a  Spanilh  dollar  from 
the  proprietors  of  the  mines. 

It  is  extremely  dangerous  for  any  perfon  to 
fecrete  a  diamond  j  yet  the  pradice  is  very 
common,  as  the  fmuggled  goods  can  be  fo  eafily 
hidden.  "When  a  perfon  is  detected  in  this  il- 
licit trade,  if  he  is  rich  he  is  fentenced  to  de- 
liver up  the  diamonds,  pay  twice  their  value, 
fuffer  one  year's  imprifonment,  and  then  be 
banifhed  to  the  coaft  of  Africa  for  life :  but  if 
the  offender  be  poor,  he  is  generally  doomed 
to  fufFer  capitally.  ,  ;.  -  ... 

In  every  diflrift  of  the  Brafils  where  gold  is 
found,  a  houfe  is  eredled,  to  which  it  muft  be 

, .  f  carried. 
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carried,  and  the  King's  fhare  paid,  the  reft  is 
fenc  to  Rio  Janeiro,  where  it  is  melted  into 
wedges,    and    :n    that  ftate   returned  to  the 
owners :    thefe  wedges   being  numbered,  and 
ftamped  with  the  King's  arms,  the  weight  is 
marked  on  each  wedge :  the  gold  is  likewife 
aflayed,  and  the  alloy  ftamped  on  it,  for  the 
greater  expedition  when  it  comes  to  be  coined. 
About  ninety  miles  from  Rio  Janeiro  is  a 
jilace  called  Prayhuna^  where  there  is  an  office 
for  the  regiftering  the  ingots  which  are  the  pro-* 
perty   of  private   people ;  and  as  all   perfons 
coming  from  the  mines  muft  neceffarily  pafs  this 
place,  two  military  officers  are  ftationed  here, 
who  have   fifty   men   under  their    command, 
Whofe  bufinefs  it  is  ftridly  to  examine,  that  no 
illicit  trade  is  carried  on  5  ia  that  everyone  who 
pafles  is  obliged  to  fubmit  to  the  ftrideft  fearch. 
At  this  place,  exclufive  of  the  tax  to  the  King, 
men  and  beafts  of  burden  are  taxed  with  a  far- 
ther toll  of  a  real  and  a  half  each,  the  half  of 
which  becomes  the  property  of  the  officers  and 
foldiers,  and  the  other  half  goes  to  his  Portu- 
gucfe  Majefty. 

The  ingots  of  gold  which  belong  to  private 
people  having  been  regiftered  at  Praybuna,  are 
then  carried  to  Rio  Janeiro,  where  the  pro- 
prietors are  paid  their  value  in  demi- doubloons, 
which  are  worth  about  thirty  (hillings  each  of 
Engliih  money,  but  there  is  a  profit  to  the 
King  for  alloy,  and  for  coining  thefe  dcmi-dou- 

bloonS;, 
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Woons,  of  about  four  {hillings  and  fix-pence  on 
each.  The  mint  at  Rio  Janeiro  is  a  molt  noble 
building,  admirably  adapted  for  the  purpofe  of 
coining  money,  which  is  performed  with  the 
inoft  aftonifhing  expedition ;  and  this,  indeed, 
is  rendered  neceflary,  becaufe  two  Portuguefe 
fleets  ufually  arrive  nearly  at  the  fame  time  that 
the  gold  is  brought  from  the  mines. 

The  fleet  which  arrives  from  Porto  brings 
coarfe  cloth,  feveral  articles  of  food,  with  bran- 
dy, wines,  and  vinegar  j  and  this,  with  the 
fleet  which  comes  from  Lilbon,  occafions  Rio 

v. 

Janeiro  to  be  a  place  of  very  confiderable  trade  5 
the  efFe(5ts  on  being  landed,  arc  charged  with 
a  duty  of  ten  per  cent,  to  his  Portuguefe 
Majefty.  1 

Soon  after  the  earthquake  at  Lifbon,  in  the 
year  1755,  an  impoft  of  two  and  a  half  per 
cent,  under  the  denomination  of  a  free  gift  to 
the  King,  was  laid  on  all  goods  landed  at  Rio 
Janeiro,  fo  that  the  whole  duty  paid  is  no  Icfs 
than  twelve  and  a  half  per  cent.  The  latter 
duty  is  inflantly  paid  on  the  goods  being  brought 
on  ihore,  but  the  officers  of  the  cullom-houfe 
will  take  fecurity  for  the  payment  of  the  for- 
mer at  the  expiration  of  half  a  yeaf.    • 

There  are  two  diftridts,  named  Pratacon  and 
Quiaba,  the  mines  of  which  produce  diamonds  i 
but  no  perfon  is  permitted  to  leek  for  them, 
that  the  market  may  not  be  overftocked  >  for  it 
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is  evident  that,  to  make  diamonds  plentiful; 
would  be  to  render  them  of  little  value. 

His  Portuguefe  Majeity  is  at  an  expence  of 
about  one  hundred  and  forty-five  thoufand 
pounds  flerling,  annually,  for  repairing  of  the 
fliips  and  public  buildings,  working  the  mines, 
and  paying  all  hisiervants,  civil  and  military. 

The  following  account  will  (hew  what  value, 
in  fterling  money,  arifes  annually  to  his  moft 
faithful  Majefty,  from  the  royal  revenues  of 
Rio  de  Janeiro* 

Dollars* 

The  King's  fifths  are  generally, 

one   year  with  another,  about 

one  hundred  and  fifty  arobas  of^    1,125,000 

gold,  which  make,  in  Spanifh 

dollars. 
The  duty  on  diamonds  amounts  to 
The  profit  arifing  from  the  coinage 

of  money  is 
The  duty  of  ten  per  cent,  paid  atl 

the  cuftom  houfe  is  J 

The  free  gift  of  two  and  a  half) 

per  cent,  amounts  to  about       j 
Various  produces   of  the  mines,"! 

with  the  poll'tax,  and  monies( 

ariling  from  the  fale  of  offices? 

and  employments,  J 


240,000 
400,000 

350,000 
87,000 

225,000 


A  duty 


1 1 0,000 
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Dollars, 

A  duty  laid  on  negro  flaves, 
duces 

A  tenth  on  all  the  food  of  the 
country,  and  the  taxes  on  foap, 
fait  and  train-oil,  bring  in  a  re- 
venue of 


3,  prcO 


130,000 


Total  value  in  dollars     2,667,000 


Hence  it  will  appear,  that  the  revenues  arif- 
ing  10  the  King  of  Portugal  from  Rio  Janeiro 
are  fomething  more,  annually,  than  four  hun- 
dred and  fifty  thoufand  pounds  fterling,  reck- 
oning the  dollars  at  four  fhillings  and  fix-pence 
each. 

Monf.  Bougainville  now  proceeds  to  give  an 
account  of  his  leaving  Rio  Janeiro,  and  his  fe- 
cond  voyage  to  Montevideo  ;  of  which  we  ihall 
carefully  leledt  as  many  particulars  as  may  af- 
ford either  inflrudion  or  entertainment  to  rhc 
reader. 

On  the  14th  of  July  1767,  the  anchors  of 
the  Boudeufe  and  Etoile  were  weighed  ;  but  as 
the  wind  abated  foon  afterwards,  they  were 
obliged  again  to  bring  to,  before  they  could  get 
out  of  the  harbour.  They  failed,  however,  on 
the  following  day;  and  in  the  night  of  the  19th, 
the  main-top-fail  of  the  Boudeufe  was  carried 
away  by  the  violence  of  the  wind. 
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On  board  of  Monf.  Bougainville's  fhip  was  a 
proRfTor  of  aftronomy,  who  had  made  the  ex- 
pedition with  a  view  of  difcovering  the  longi- 
tude at  fea  j  and  as  an  eclipfe  of  the  fun  was 
to  happen  on  the  25th  of  the  month,  great 
hopes  were  formed,  that  an  opportunity  would 
thereby  be  obtained  of  making  the  wifhed-for 
dikovery  :  but  it  happened,  that  thefe  fanguine 
hopes  were  all  fruflraicd,  by  the  intervention 
of  clouds,  which  obfcured  the  face  of  the  fun 
almoft  during  the  whole  time  of  the  eclipfe. 

On  the  morning  of  the  'J  8th  our  adventurers 
had  fight  of  the  Callilles,  at  the  diftance  of 
fomething  more  than  thirty  miles.  They  faw 
the  entrance  of  a  bay,  which  Monf  Bougain- 
ville conjedlures  to  be  the  fame  on  the  banks  of 
which  the  Spaniards  have  eredted  a  fort.  The 
veffels  failed  into  the  Rio  de  la  Plata,  and  were 
■within  fight  of  the  Maldonados  on  the  29th  5 
early  in  the  morning  of  the  31ft,  they  had  a 
view  of  the  Ifle  of  Lobos,  and  before  night 
came  to  an  anchor  in  the  Bay  of  Montevideo. 

The  Ihips  were  no  fooncr  anchored,  than  the 
Governor  fent  a  gentleman  on  board  Monf. 
Bougainville's  vefTel,  who  acquainted  him,  that 
moft  of  the  Jefuits  in  thofe  parts  had  been  late- 
ly leized,  and  their  eftates  confifcatcd,  in  con- 
fequence  of  an  order  received  from  the  Court 
of  Spain:  that  thefe  devoted  vidlims  of  fupe- 
rior  pov/er  had  fcarcely  made  the  leaft  refill- 
ance  5  that  they  bore  their  misfortunes  with  a 
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degree  of  patience  and  calm  fubmifllon  that  did 
them  honour ;  and  that  no  lefs  than  forty  of 
them  had  been  taken  away  in  the  veffcl  which 
brought  the  orders  for  their  difgrace. 

As  it  was  ner.effary  that  Monf.  BougainvUIe 
fliould  remain  in  hisprcfent  llation  till  the  equi- 
nox was  pafled,  his  firft  care  was  to  build  an 
hofpital  for  the  fick,  and  to  take  lodgings  at 
Montevideo.  This  being  done,  he  repaired  to 
Buenos  Ayres,  in  order  to  haften  the  provifion 
of  fuch  neceffaries  as  he  wanted,  for  which  he 
was  to  pay  the  fame  price  as  the  King  of  Spain 
ufually  gave  for  the  fame  commodities. 

Monf.  Bougainville  was  alfo  defirous  of  con- 
verfmg  with  the  Governor-general  Don  Francifco 
Buccarelli,  on  the  behaviour  of  the  Governor  of 
Rio  Janeiro  -,  and  he  foon  learnt,  that  Don  Buc- 
carelli, inftead  of  making  reprifals  on  the  Viceroy 
of  the  Brafils,  which  he  cou^d  have  done,  very 
much  to  the  prejudice  of  Porcugal,  had,  more 
prudently,  only  fent  a  narrative  of  his  pro- 
ceedings to  the  Court  of  Spain. 

Don  Buccarelli  was  fo  obligingly  ready  to 
fupply  Monf  Bougainville  with  fuch  articles 
as  he  Itood  in  need  of,  that-  in  lefs  than  three 
weeks  two  fmail  vefTels  failed  for  Montevideo, 
with  ladings  of  flour  and  bifcuit  for  the  ufe  of 
the  French  fhips.  Monf.  Bougainville  alfo  fail- 
ed to  Montevideo,  leaving  an  inferior  officer  at 
Buenos  Ayres,  to  fee  the  remainder  of  their 
provifions  fliippcd. 

They 
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They  now  expeftcd  to  fail  in  a  (hort  time, 
when  an  accident  happened  that  detained  them 
fome  weeks  beyond  the  intended  period.  A 
Spanilh  regifter  Ihip  being  at  anchor,  a  violent 
hurricane  arofe  in  the  night,  and  driving  her 
againft  the  Etoile,  carried  away  part  of  the 
head  of  that  veflel,  and  broke  her  bowfprit  on  a 
level  with  the  deck. 

The  leaks  of  the  Etoile  being  encreafed  by 
this  accident,  it  was  abfolutely  neceflary  that 
flie  ihould  undergo  a  thorough  repair  j  but  as 
there  was  not  timber  enough  at  Montevideo 
for  this  purpofe,  Monf.  Bougainville  obtained 
Don  Buccarelli's  permiffion,  that  (he  might 
/iiil  up  the  river,  to  the  Encenada  de  Baragan, 
which  is  a  little  bay  formed  by  its  mouth ;  and 
in  this  bay,  by  the  2 lit  of  Odober,  Ihe  was 
put  in  a  condition  proper  for  failing,  and  be- 
gan to  take  in  the  neceflary  provifions. 

In  the  road  of  Encenada  Monf.  Bougainville 
found  a  frigate  and  feveral  merchant-fhips 
which  were  bound  for  Europe,  and  two  Spanilh 
veflfels,  which  having  taken  in  a  (lore  of  ammu- 
nition and  provifions,  were  bound  to  Falkland's 
iflands  j  and  from  thence  to  the  South  Seas, 
to  take  on  board  ilij  Jciuits  of  Peru  and  Chili. 
Two  Xebecks  liktvife  lay  here,  one  of  which 
was  loaded  with  prefents  from  his  mod  Catholic 
Majefty,  to  the  inhabitants  of  Terra  del  Fue- 
go,  in  grateful  teftimony  of  his  fenfe  of  their 
generous  conduct  towards  the  crew  of  the  fliip 

Concep- 
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Conception,  which  was  wrecked  on  their  coafts 
about  two  years  before. 

The  inhabitants  of  the  country  on  the  banks 
of  the  Encenada  de  Baragan  live  in  poor  mean 
huts,  which  are  conftruded  with  rufhes,  having 
a  covering  of  leather.  Thefe  are  built  in  a 
very  irregular  manner,  on  a  miferably  barren 
foil,  and  the  country  around  them  is  fo  poor, 
that  the  people  find  it  very  difficult  to  procure 
the  neceffaries  of  life. 

From  the  road  of  Encenada  de  Baragan  five 
Ihips  failed  for  Spain,  having  on  board  moft  of 
the  French  families  which  had  quitted  Falkland's 
iflands,  and  two  hundred  and  fifty  Jefuits. 
About  this  time  two  Spanifh  regifler  fhips  ar- 
rived, one  of  them  had  been  no  lefs  than  feven 
months  in  her  paflTage  from  Europe,  above  fix 
weeks  of  which  were  expended  in  the  doubling 
of  Cape  Horn,  where  the  fury  of  the  winds  was 
fuch  as  to  carry  away  her  rudder,  and  lay  her 
under  the  neceffity  of  feeking  ftielter  in  this 
port.  When  ihe  arrived  Ihe  had  buried  no  lefs 
than  thirty-nine  of  her  men,  and  almoft  all  the 
reft  were  fo  enfeebled  by  the  fcurvy,  that  only 
a  few  of  the  officers,  and  three  of  the  fore  maft- 
men  were  able  to  do  their  duty  towards  navi- 
gating the  veffel.  Monf.  Bougainville,  with 
the  greateft  humanity,  fent  a  number  of  his 
crew  on  board  her,  by  which  (he  was  enabled 
to  reach  the  harbour  of  Montevideo. 

MonC 
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Monf.  Bougainville  now  proceeds  to  give  an 
account  of  his  failing  from  Montevideo  Co  the 
idand  of  St.  Ellz  beth,  which  includes  a  narra- 
tive of  what  pafled  on  his  interview  with  the 
Patagonians,  and  fcverai  other  intereftirtg  par- 
ticulars till  he  reached  the  ifle  of  St.  Elizabeth. 

The  Etoile  failed  from  the  Encerrada  on  the 
3Cth  of  O(5lobcr,  and  the  Boudeule  on  the  d'ay 
foiltrwing,  having  on  board  provisions  for  ten 
months,  and  foon  reached  Montevideo,  having 
loft  three  men  iri  that  fliort  paflage,  by  a  boat, 
in  which  they  v/fcre  fitting  running  fowl  under  the 
fliip  at  a  time  when  fhewas  wearing ;  two  other 
men  who  were  in  the  boat  were  with  mxichdif-; 
ficulty  faved,  and  the  boat  was  recovered. 

Early  in  the  morning  of  the  14th  of  Novem- 
ber, 1767,  they  failed  from  Montevideo,  with 
a  fine  gale  of  wind  at  north,  being  in  fight  of 
land  till  the  evening.  On  the  16th  and  the  five 
following  days,  the  fea  ran  high,  and  the  wind 
was  contrary,  fo  that  they  were  obliged  to  reef 
their  top-fails.  On  the  2 2d  the  wind  blew  a' 
pejfed  ilorm,  which  continued  all  the  fucceed-- 
ing  nigirt  in  fcjualls,  attended  with  rain ;  the 
Etoile  made  a  fignal  of  diftrefs,  but  the  violence 
of  the  gale  would  not  admit  of  any  affiftance 
being  given  them.  As  the  waves  became  lefs 
mountainous,  by  the  abating  of  the  wind  in  the 
morning,  Monf.  Bougainville  hailed  the  Etoile, 
to  make  enquiry  into  what  damage  fhe  had  fuf- 
tained  in  the  late  violent  florm  j  when  he  learnt 
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that  feveral  of  her  chain  plates,  and  her  fore- 
top-fail-yard  had  been  carried  away,  and  that 
flie  had  loft  almoft  all  the  cattle  which  had  beea 
purchafed  at  Montevideo:  the  Boudciife  had 
likewife  loft  moft  of  her  cattle,  but  had  ftif- 
taincd  no  other  damage. 

The  winds  were  at  this  time  very  uncertain, 
frequently  changing  during  the  remainder  of  the 
month,  and  the  currents  were  fo  violent,  as  to 
drive  the  vefTels  as  far  as  the  forty -fifrh  degree 
of  fouth  latitude.  They  now  concluded,  that 
they  were  between  thirty  and  forty  degrees  from 
the  coaft  of  Patagonia  j  and,  at  length,  when 
they  had  foundings  with  a  line  of  forty  fathom, 
they  had  fight  of  Cape  Virgins ;  the  fame 
land  which  Sir  John  Narborough  and  Com- 
modore Anfon  have  diftinguiflied  by  the  name 
of  Cape  Virgin  Mary. 

As  Monf.  Bougainville  had,  during  a  former 
voyage,  difcovered  a  funken  rock  in  forty- 
eight  degrees  and  a  half  of  fouth  latitude,  he 
avoided  coming  too  near  the  fhore  till  he  was 
in  forty-nine  degrees  ;  the  perfon  who  had  for- 
merly firft  feen  this  rock,  imagined  it  had  been 
a  grampus,  and  the  (hip  had  failed  within  con- 
fiderably  lefs  than  a  mile  of  it. 

It  was  on  the  2d  of  December  that  they  had 
fight  of  Cape  Virgins,  about  which  time  they 
made  all  the  fail  polTiblc,  as  the  wind  was  in 
their  favour.  They  now  faw  a  number  of  Al- 
batrofles,  and  petrels,  the  iaft  of  which  Monf, 
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178    M.  DE  nOUGAINVILLE's  Voyage 

Bou«TainviUe  fays  are  a  fign  of  bad  weather,^ 
whenever  they  arc  feen.  They  alfo  beheld  pen- 
guins, P:als,  and  whales  in  confiderable  num- 
bers. He  fays,  that  the  fkins  of  the  whale  ap- 
peared to  be  covered  with  fmall  worms,  very 
much  like  thofe  which  are  obferved  to  adhere 
to  the  bottoms  of  old  veffcls  which  lie  rotting 
in  harbour.  Some  white  birds,  not  unlike 
pigeons,  but  of  a  larger  fize,  now  perched 
on  the  yards  of  the  Boudeufe. 

Soon  after  they  had  fight  of  Cape  Virgins 
they  made  the  land  of  Terra  del  Fuego,  and 
for  leveral  fucceflive  days,  they  contended 
with  tcmpefts  and  contrary  winds.  On  the  3d 
of  December,  the  wind  blowing  favor'^able  for 
a  fliort  time,  they  made  their  beft  efibrts  to 
reach  the  entrance  of  the  ftreights  of  Magellan ; 
t^ut  the  wind  ibon  fell  to  a  dead  calm,  and 
thick  i'ii^s  clouded  the  whole  coalt  of  the  coun- 
try :  in  a  few  hours  the  breeze  again  fprang  up, 
but,  as  by  this  time  night  came  on,  they  were 
obliged  to  ply  to  the  windward. 

Early  in  the  morning  of  the  4th  the  wind 
being  favourable,  they  again  flood  in- for  land, 
when  hazy  weather  and  rain  preventing  their 
having  fight  of  the  coaft,  they  were  obliged 
to  keep  the  open  fea ;  it  cleared  up,  how- 
ever, in  a  ftiort  time,  when  they  made  another 
attempt  to  enter  the  fiireight^  but  the  wind 
changing,  the  fog  growing  thicker,  and  artorm 
cnfuing,  they  were  compelled  to  lay  to,  between 
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the  main  land,  and  the  two  fliores  of  Terra 
del  Fucgo. 

On  the  4th  of  December  the  fore- fail  of  the 
Boudeufe  was  fplit  by  the  fury  of  the  winds, 
and  as  at  this  time  they  were  in  no  deeper  water 
than  twenty  fathom,  they  determined  to  feud 
under  their  bare  poles,  left  they  fhould  run 
fowl  of  fome  breakers  which  lie  off  Cape  Vir- 
gins, to  the  fouth  fouth-eaft. 

They  now  made  other  fruitlefs  atteni'^^'^  to 
enter  the  ftreight,  fometimes  being  within  St 
of  the  Cape,  and  at  other  times  at  a  conh..vra- 
ble  diftance  from  it.  Monf.  Bougainville  fays 
that  the  view  of  this  Cape,  as  given  in  Anfon's 
voyage,  is  exa6t  in  every  refped. 

The  night  of  the  5th  was  fpent  in  Handing 
off  and  on  -,  and  early  in  the  morning  of  the 
fixth  they  were  in  fight  of  Cape  Poffcffion,  and 
likewife  of  I'erra  del  Fuego.  They  now  took 
the  advantage  of  a  wefterly  tide,  and  ;ried  to 
get  clofe  to  the  coaftof  Patagonia.  The/  kept 
founding  all  the  night  between  the  fixth  and 
feventh,  not  failing  to  a  greater  diftance  from 
the  coaft  than  three  leagues.  What  they  had 
gained  by  plying  to  the  windward,  they  loft  by 
the  oppolition  of  the  currents,  and  about  noon 
on  the  7th  were  back  m  their  former  itation.-~. 
What  man  in  his  fenfes,  who  reads  accounts 
like  thefe,  would  hazard  the  imminent  dangers 
of  fuch  feas,  for  the  honour  of  having  made  a 
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1 2o    M.  DE  BOUGAINVILLE'S  Voyage 
new  dilcovcry,  or  the  pride  of  faying,  that  he 
had  circumnavigated  the  globe  ! 

This  day  they  had  fight  of  Cape  Orange, 
which  forms  the  firft  narrow  pafs  in  the  llreights. 
This  narrow  pafs  Monf  Bougainville  called 
gouletf  which  is  not  improperly  tranflatcd  gut. 
It  is  rather  more  than  forty  miles  from  Cape 
Virgins  to  this  firft  gut,  and  the  ftreights,  for 
this  diftance,  are  of  different  breadths,  of  fel- 
dom  I'efs  than  five,  or  more  than  feven  leagues. 
On  the  north  coafl:  the  land  is  high  and  heal- 
thy, and  has  a  regular  appearance,  as  far  as 
Cape  Poflefiion,  in  the  bays  of  which  there  are 
feverai  dangerous  rocks,  oppofite  to  the  two 
hillocks,  to  which  Sir  John  Narborough  gave 
the  name  of  the  Affes  tars. 

In  the  afternoon,  when  they  had  reached  the 
entrance  of  the  gut,  though  the  wind  blew 
frefli,  and  all  their  fails  were  let,  the  tide  ran 
with  fo  great  force,  that  they  were  driven  back- 
wards, inftead  of  advancing  in  their  voyage. 

In  the  evening  the,lhips  were  anchored  in 
Poflefiion  Bay,  and  on  the  eighth,  by  theafllft- 
ance  of  a  ftrong  breeze,  they  ilemmed  the  tide  ; 
and  afterwards,  by  making  different  tacks,  they 
got  through  the  firft  narrow  entrance  of  the 
gut,  with  the  wind  right  againft  them. 

During  the  preceding  night  they  had  ob- 
ferved  fires  on  the  fhore,  and  this  morning  they 
difcovered  a  white  flag,  which  the  Patagonians 
had   crctfled  on  a  rifing  ground  j  on  which  a 
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■white  flag  was  likewife  hoifted  at  the  maft-head 
of  each  veflTel.  The  flag  v^hich  thefe  Patago- 
nians  had  put  up,  was  one  given  to  them  by  the 
Commander  of  the  Etoile,  when  that  (hip  la/ 
in  Boucauk's  Bay,  in  the  month  of  June  1 766, 
fo  that  it  is  pretty  evident,  that  the  people 
were  the  fame.  Monf.  Bougainville  fpeaks  in 
very  grateful  term*  of  the  care  thefe  Indians 
had  taken  to  prefcrve  the  flag. 

While  the  ftiips  were  paifing  the  above- 
mentioned  gut,  a  number  of  men,  clothed  in 
the  flcins  of  beafts,  were  obferved  on  Terra  del 
Fuego,  who  ran  along  the  fhore  with  their  ut- 
moft  expedition,  in  order  to  keep  pace  with  the 
veflels  :  they  likewife  frequently  beckoned  with 
their  hands,  as  if  they  wifhed  our  voyagers 
to  land.  The  Spaniards  fay,  that  the  inha- 
bitants of  that  part  of  Terra  del  Fuego,  are 
lefs  favage  in  their  manners  than  moll  other 
native  Indians.  When  Monf.  Bougainville 
failed  from  Rio  de  la  Plata,  a  Spanifli  fliip  was 
on  the  point  of  failing  thence,  to  convey  fomc 
Priefts,  to  inftrudt  thefe  people  in  the  doftrines 
of  Chriftianity. 

The  fliips  having  come  to  an  anchor  in  the 
afternoon,  in  Boucauk's  Bay,  feveral  officers 
from  each  veflel,  having  fire-arms  with  them, 
embarked  in  boats,  and  went  afliore  at  the  bot- 
tom of  the  bay.  The  common  failors  were  or- 
dered to  remain  in  the  boats,  and  to  keep  them 
afloat :  the  gentlemen  /vere  no  Iboncr  landed, 
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than  half  a  dozen  of  the  natives  came  riding 
up  to  them,  on  the  full  fpeed.  "When  they 
were  advanced  within  fifty  yards  of  the  French, 
they  difmounted,  and  came  forward,  pronounc- 
ing the  word  Shawa,  Having  come  up  quite 
clofe,  they  held  out  their  arms,  and  laid  them 
on  thofe  of  the  officers,  whom  they  ihook 
hands  with,  and  embraced,  repeatedly  faying 
Sbawa,  which  word  was  repeated  by  Monf. 
Bougainville  and  his  officers. 

An  Englifhman,  on  reading  the  above  paf- 
fage,  may  be  allowed  to  make  a  remark  on  the 
lingular  politenefs  of  thefe  favages,  manifeiled 
by  the  circumftance  of  embracing ;  but  he  will 
not  pay  fo  vile  a  compliment  to  the  delicacy  of 
the  uninftruded  Patagonian,  as  to  fuppofe,  that 
he  made  the  firft  advance  towards  a  falute  :  on 
the  contrary,  it  is  but  a  piece  of  juflice  due  to 
the  fuperior  good-breeding  of  the  French,  to 
conclude,  that  they  taught  the  favages  that 
word  rudiment  of  all  politenefs,  that  mod  fil- 
thy deviation  from  all  decent  and  manly  behavi- 
our, the  {hocking  cullom  of  men  kiffing  each 
other !  An  Englifliman  of  virtuous  principles 
and  refined  ideas,  would  fcorn  to  kifs  his  own 
fon,  whom  he  had  not  feen  for  a  twelvemonth, 
it  the  boy  but  approached  to  his  teens :  no ! 
let  the  manly  (hake  of  the  hand,  and  the  gene- 
rous effufion  of  the  heart  from  the  lips,  be  the 
only  expreffions  of  affeflion,  duty  or  polite- 
nefsj  between  man  and  man.    Let  our  embraces 
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be  refcrved  for  thofc  amiable  creatures,  to 
whom  God  and  Nature  have  taught  us  they 
are  due. 

The  Patagonians  appeared  to  be  much  pleaf- 
cd  with  the  company  of  their  new  friends ;  but 
it  was  obferved,  that  fome  of  them  had  a  mix- 
ture of  fear  imprinted  on  their  countenances : 
this,  however,  was  foon  removed  by  the  hofpi- 
tality  of  the  officers,  who  fent  to  the  boats  for 
bread  and  cakes,  which  were  as  readily  devour- 
ed as  they  were  chearfuUy  given.    More  of  the 
Indians  foon  approached,  among  whom  were 
fome  children.      They  expreffed  no  kind  of 
furprife  at  the  fight  of  their  vifitants,  and  feem- 
ed  not  to  be  unacquainted  with  the  ufe  of  fire- 
arms, as  appeared  by  their  making   a  noife 
which  refembled  the  report  of  a  gun.    The 
good  nature  of  thefe  people  was  exprefled  in  all 
their  aftions  :<  fome  of  the  French  gentlemen 
being  engaged  in  coUeding  plants,  the  Patago- 
nians no  fooner  faw  what  kinds  they  collefted, 
than  they  immediately  began  to  pull  up  and 
bring  the  fame  forts.     One  of  them  feeing  an 
officer  engaged  in  this  employment,  went  to 
him,  and  pointing  to  his  eye,  which  had  re- 
ceived an  injury,  intimated  his  wifli,  that  fome 
herb  might  be  (hewn  him,  the  virtues  of  which 
would  cure  the  diforder :  and  this  was  deemed 
to  be  a  conclufive  proof,  that  they  had  an  idea 
of  the  medicinal  virtues  of  herbs. 
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Monf.  Bougainville  received  from  thele  Pa- 
tpgonians  a  number  of  fl^ins  of  xhe  guanacoe 
and  other  bealls,  in  exchange  for  a  few  trinkets, 
on  v;hich  they  fcemed  to  fet  a  great  value. 
Some  of  the  gentlemen  having  red  cloachs  on, 
the  natives  advanced,  and  ftroked  them  with 
their  hands,  leeming  highly  delighted  with 
every  thing  of  that  colour  5  they  alfo  made 
figns  for  fome  tobacco,  and  as  often  as  any  thing 
was  given  them,  they  cried  out  Jkawa^  in  a 
very  loud  and  difagreeable  tone. 

A  fmall  quantity  of  brandy  being  given  toi 
each  of  the  Patagonians,  they  had  no  fooner 
drank  it,  than  they  (truck  their  hands  repeat- 
edly againll  their  throats,  and  blew  with  their 
mouths,  fo  as  to  produce  a  kind  of  trembling 
found,  at  the  conclufion  of  which  they  had  a 
lingular  quivering  of  the  lips. 

The  evening  now  advanced,  and  the  gentle- 
men prepared  to  return  to  their  Ihips,  which 
was  no  fooner  obferved  by  the  Indians,  than 
their  uneafmel's  was  exprefled  in  their  counte- 
nances, and  they  intimated,  by  figns,  that  they 
wiftied  them  to  remain  longer,  as  they  expefted 
more  of  their  brethren.  The  French,  on  the 
contrary,  made  figns  that  they  would  come 
again  the  next  day,  and  bring  fuch  articles  as 
the  natives  had  requefiied  of  them. 

Monf.  Bougainville  and  his  party  now  walked 
towards  their  boats,  accompanied  by  the  In- 
dians, one  of  whom  fung  fongs  till  they  reach- 
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ed  the  coaft,  and  feveral  of  them  went  into  the 
water  as  far  as  where  the  boats  lay,  where  they 
feized  on  all  the  articles  they  could  put  their 
hands  on  j  but  when  they  faw  they  were  obferv- 
ed,  they  made  no  fcruple  to  return  them. 

As  the  boats  were  rowing  off,  many  more 
Patagonians  were  obferved  galloping  down  to 
their  countrymen ;  and  the  crews  of  the  boats 
now  cried  out  Sbawa,  (6  loud  that  the  people 
on  fhore  could  not  fail  to  hear  them. 

Monf.  Bougainville  fays,  that  thefe  Indians 
were  the  fame  which  were  feen  by  the  crew  of 
the  ttoile,  in  the  year  1765,  for  one  of  the 
feamen  recolle(5ted  a  perfon  among  them  whom 
he  had  before  feen.  Thefe  people  are  well 
made,  and  appear  to  be  about  the  height  def- 
cribed  by  other  voyagers.  Our  author  fays," 
that  it  is  the  thickncfs  of  their  limbs,  the 
largenefs  of  their  heads,  and  the  extraordinary 
breadth  of  their  fhoulders,  that  make  them 
appear  to  be  of  a  gigantic  race. 

The  colour  of  the  Patagonians  is  brown,  as 
is  that  of  all  the  native  Americans,  in  whatever 
climate  they  are  born.  Their  mufcles  are 
(Irong,  and  their  nerves  well  braced;  and  as 
their  food  abounds  in  juices  proper  for  the 
nouriftimcnt  of  the  human  frame,  it  is  no  won- 
der that  they  arrive  at  their  full  growth.  Their 
eyes  are  fparkling,  their  teeth  extremely  white^ 
and  their  faces  round,  but  rather  flat ;  and  many 
of  them  are  very  comely  men.    Some  of  them 
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have  whilkers,  which  grow  long,  but  are  very 
thin  ;  and  they  all  tie  their  hair,  which  is  long 
and  black,  on  the  top  of  the  head  ;  the  cheeks 
of  fome  of  them  are  painted  red.  Their  lan- 
guage has  an  agreeable  and  melodious  found. 
Our  voyagers  did  not  fee  any  of  the  Patago- 
nian  women ;  though  it  was  conjedlured,  that 
the  men  intended  to  have  brought  them  from 
a  kind  of  camp,  which  appeared  to  be  about 
three  miles  diftant. 

Thefe  ptople  wear  a  piece  of  leather  round  the 
waill,  and  a  kind  of  cloak  made  of  fkins,  which 
defcends  to  the  bottom  of  the  leg,  and  is  girt  round 
the  body  ;  the  part  which  would  otherwife  cover 
the  fhoulders,  is  permitted  to  fall  back,  fo  that 
the  greater  part  of  the  body  is  left  naked, 
though  the  climate  is  fo  cold  as,  apparently,  to 
require  more  covering  than  the  whole  which 
they  wear ;  but  cuftom  will  harden  the  human 
frame,  fo  as  to  defy  the  rigour  of  the  mod  in- 
clement feafons. 

It  was  in  the  fummer  when  Monf.  Bougiin- 
ville  was  on  the  coad  of  Patagonia,  yet,  he 
fays,  there  was  only  a  finglc  day  on  which  the 
thermometer  was  obferved  to  rife  to  ten  degrees 
higher  than  the  freezing  point. 

The  reft  of  the  drefs  of  the  Patagonians  con- 
fifkd  of  a  fort  of  half- boots,  made  of  the  Ikin 
of  the  horfe,  and  left  open  at  the  back  part  of 
the  leg.  A  few  of  them  wore  on  the  thigh  a 
ring  made  of  copper,  two  inches  in  breadth ; 

and 
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and  the  necks  of  two  very  young  men  were 
adorned  with  beads. 

Some  fmall  knives,  of  the  manufaflure  of 
England,  were  feen  in  their  pofieflion  j  which 
our  author  very  properly  concludes  were  the 
gift  of  Commodore  Byron  :  and  their  only 
arms  confided  of  a  twilled  gut,  in  the  two  ends 
of  which  were  cnclofcd  a  round  pebble  •,  and 
weapons  of  that  kind,  he  fays,  are  ufed  in  all 
that  part  of  the  American  continent. 

Their  horfcs  are  very  poor,  and  of  a  fmall 
fize }  and  the  faddles  and  bridles  were  fuch  as 
are  ufed  by  the  natives  of  Rio  de  la  Plata. 
One  of  thefc  people  was  obferved  to  have  gilt 
nails  on  his  faddle,  ftirrups  made  of  wood, 
cnclofed  with  copper,  a  bridle  made  of  leather, 
twided,  and  a  compleat  Spanifh  harnefs. 

Their  food  confifts  chiefly  of  guanacoes  and 
vicunnas,  and  they  eat  both  the  flefli  and  mar- 
row of  thofe  animals.  They  devour  this  meat 
raw,  with  great  avidity,  and  carry  it  with  them 
on  their  horfes.  Frelh  water  Vteing  very  fcarce 
in  this  country,  the  horfes  drink  the  fea-vvater, 
as  do  likewife  their  dogs,  which  are  both  fmall 
and  ugly. 

It  was  obferved,  that  fome  of  them  pro- 
nounced capitan,  chico^  bueno^  and  other  Spa- 
nifh words.  Monf.  Bougainville  concludes, 
that  the  Patagonians  lead  the  fame  kind  of  life 
as  the  Tartars,  as  they  are  always  on  horleback, 
travcrfing  immenfe  plains,  in  purfuic  of  wild 
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beads  and  game  j  and  he  imagines  that  they 
alfo,  like  the  Tartars,  plunder  the  caravans  of 
travellers  •,  but  this  remark  fccms  equally  cruel 
and  unjuft,  from  his  own  account  of  the  fin- 
gular  fricndlhip  and  kindnels  with  which  ihcy 
treated  himfell:  and  his  fellow-voyagers.  Gur 
author  concludes  this  part  of  his  narrative  by 
faying,  that  he  has  **  fince  found  a  nation  in 
the  fouth  paciBc  ocean,  which  is  taller  than  the 
Patagonians." 

Monf.  Bougainville  tells  us,  that  the  foil  of 
this  country  is  extremely  dry,  and  very  much 
like  that  of  Falkland's  iflanJs  :  the  coall,  like- 
wife,  exhibits  the  fame  kind  of  lea-weeds, 
and  fliells  of  fimilar  forts  are  ftrewt-d  upon  the 
beach.  The  country  produces  fhrubs,  but  af. 
fords  no  woods  for  (belter. 

On  the  9th  of  December,  1767,  all  the  fails 
oF  the  veflels  were  fet,  to  make  head  againft 
the  fury  of  the  tide  5  but  they  were  obliged 
again  to  come  to  an  anchor,  after  failing  only 
three  miles.  During  two  whole  days  the  wea- 
ther was  fo  tempeftuous,  that  not  a  boat  could 
put  off  from  the  fhips,  which  was  a  mortifying 
circumftance,  as  great  numbers  of  the  Pata- 
gonians were  by  this  time  got  together,  on  the 
l^ot  where  they  had  converfed  with  the  officers, 
who  were  concerned  that  they  were  not  able  to 
keep  their  promife  with  thefc  friendly  people, 
whofe  little  wants  might  have  been  eafily  fup- 
plie4    It  appeared,  by  the  help  of  glalTes,  that 
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they  had  built  feveral  huts  on  the  fhore,  and  it 
was  oblerved,  that  fome  of  them  were  conftantly 
o-alloping  backwards  and  forwards  from  this 
place  to  a  fpot,  where  it  was  fuppofed  the  main 
body  of  them  lay. 

Early  on  the  morning  of  the  12  th  the  Bou- 
deufe  loft  an  anchor,  by  the  parting  of  the 
cable  J  foon  after  which  they  fet  all  their  fails, 
and  by  the  afliftance  of  the  ebb-tide,  and  a  fa- 
vourable wind,  they  got  through  the  fecond 
gut  in  the  afternoon,  and  anchored  on  the 
north- fide  of  the  iflc  of  Elizabeth. 

As  they  were  detained  here  two  days,  by 
tempeftuous  weather,  and  contrary  winds, 
Monf.  Bougainville  refolvcd  to  land  on  the  ifle 
of  Elizabeth,  where  he  met  with  a  few  buftards, 
that  were  at  this  time  hatching  their  eggs,  but 
thefe  birds  were  fo  intimidated  at  the  fight  of 
our  adventurers,  that  they  could  not  approach 
near  enough  to  have  even  a  fingle  (hot  at  them. 
The  ifland  produces  no  wood,  but  only  a  kind 
of  heath,  which  might  fupply  its  place  as  fuel 
for  the  fire.  The  water  of  this  place  is  brack- 
ifh,  and  the  foil  extremely  dry.  Several  places 
were  likewife  obferved,  which  had  been  marflies, 
but  had  become  dry,  and  the  ground  on  fome 
parts  of  them  were  covered  with  a  thin  cruft  of 
fait.  It  was  evident  that  this  ifland  was  occa- 
fionally  vifited  by  the  Indians,  as  the  (hells  of 
fome  filh   they  had  eaten  were  found,  near 
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where  a  dead  dog  was  lying,  and  where  it  was 
plain  that  Bres  had  been  made. 

Our  adventurers  were  now  on  the  point  of 
entering  that  part  of  the  ftreights  of  Magellan 
which  abounds  in  woods,  and  the  principal  dif- 
ficulties were  already  overcome. 

On  the  afternoon  of  the  30th  the  anchors 
were  weighed,  and  they  failed,  with  a  violent 
wind,  in  a  channel  between  the  iflands  of  St. 
Barthelemi  and  Lions,  and  that  of  Elizabeth. 
They  were  now  obliged  to  coaft  the  laft  named 
ifland,  to  fteer  clear  of  a  number  of  breakers, 
with  which  the  other  iflands  are  cncompafTed. 
Having  failed  beyond  Cape  Noir,  they  obferv- 
cd  that  the  country  had  a  pleafant  appearance, 
being  almoft  every  where  covered  with  woods, 
which  afforded  a  mod  delightful  profpeft  to 
the  eye. 

In  the  evening  the  weather  became  fuddenly 
calm  and  pleafant,  fo  that  Monf.  Bougainville 
pleafed  himfelf  with  the  hope  of  being  able  to 
double  Cape  Round  before  the  morning;  but 
in  this  climate  the  moil  flattering  appearances 
are  by  no  means  to  be  relied  on  i  a  truth  that 
was  fufly  evinced  in  the  prefent  inftance :  for 
foon  after  twelve  at  night  the  wind  fuddenly 
fhifted,  and  blew  mofl:  violently,  bringing  with 
it  fl:orms  of  hail,  and  deluges  of  rain,  while  a 
fog,  apparently  impenetrable,  covered  the  whole 
coafl:. 

The 
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The  main-fail  of  the  Boudciife  being  fplit  by 
this  ftorm,  they  endeavoured  to  make  Port 
Famine,  where  they  hoped  :o  be  fheltered  fromi 
the  tempeft  •,  but  this  attempt  was  fruitlefs  ; 
for  the  violence  of  the  current  was  fuch,  that 
they  lod  nine  miles  in  as  many  hours,  and 
were  hurried  with  amazing  rapidity  into  a  large 
bay,  formed  by  part  of  the  coaft  of  Terra  del 
Fuego,  which  Monf.  Bougainville  called  Bay 
Duelos,  from  the  name  of  the  officer  who  was 
next  in  command  under  the  Commodore  of  the 
expedition,  and  whofc  knowledge  and  expe- 
rience are  mentioned  as  circumftances  highly 
advantageous  to  the  enterprize. 

This  Bay  is  defcribed  as  being  very  conve- 
nient for  ihips  to  anchor  in,  on  account  of  the 
wefterly  winds  blowing  over  the  coaft.  Two 
fmall  rivers  difcharge  their  dreams  into  the 
bay,  the  water  of  which  is  excellent  at  about  a 
quarter  of  a  mile  from  the  fea  coaft,  though 
nearer  than  that  diftance  it  is  impregnated  with 
faline  particles.  The  landing-place  is  a  fandy 
beach,  above  which  apleafant  meadow  ftretches 
itfelf  to  a  confiderable  diftance.  Behind  this 
meadow  the  woods  raife  their  lofty  heads,  and 
form  a  kind  of  amphitheatre.  Our  adventurers 
traverfed  a  confiderable  traft  of  the  country, 
without  meeting  with  any  living  animal,  except 
a  very  few  parroquets,  buftards,  ducks^  teals» 
and  two  or  three  fnipes. 

Several 
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Several  huts  were  fcen  at  the  mouth  of  a 
river,  which  had  been  conftruded  by  twiftintr 
tranches  of  trees  into  the  form  of  an  oven. 
In  thefe  huts  wre  found  large  numbers  of  lim- 
pets, muldes,  and  calcined  Ihells;  and  the 
huts  themfelvcs  appeared  to  have  been  recently 
made.  Our  adventurers  going  fome  miles  up 
the  river,  obferved  the  track  of  human  crea- 
tures, and  remarked,  that  the  flood  came  from 
the  caft  at  the  rifing  of  the  tijde,  which  they 
had  not  before  obferved  in  any  other  part  of  the 
ftreights.  .  .,  . 

The  ieamen  were  now  engaged  in  cutting 
wood  till  the  i  6th,  when  the  veffeJs  failed  with 
a  favourable  wind,  and  paffed  Point  St.  Anne, 
which  covers  Fort  Famine,  a  bay  fo  called ,  on 
account  of  the  difaftrous  fate  of  the  colony 
formerly  eilablifhi-d  on  its  borders  by  the  too 
adventrous  Spaniards. 

Monf.  Bougainville  obferves,  that  the  ihores 
of  this  country  are  covered  with  wood,  and  are 
remarkably  fteep :  thofe  of  Terra  del  Fuego, 
he  fays,  are  horrible  to  behold ;  and  that 
**  mountains  there  are  covered  with  a  blueifli 
fnow  as  old  as  the  creation  :" — Thefe  are  his 
own  words  -,  but  with  all  fubmiiTion  to  the 
learning  and  penetration  of  our  ingenious 
voyager,  we  cannot  conceive  by  what  kind  of 
intuition,  he  came  to  know  that  the  fnow  had 
lain  on  thefe  mountains  more  than  five  thoufand 
years  i  or  even  that  it  had  not  fallen  within 
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five  days  of  the  time  he  faw  it.  It  is  no  brezlch 
of  Chriftian  charity  to  obicrve,that  thclc  French- 
men are  as  finiftied  coxcombs  in  their  writings, 
as  they  are  in  every  part  of  their  drefs  and  be- 
haviour. It  is  hoped  that  tnglilhmen  will  be 
cautious  how  they  imitate  them  in  cither  parti- 
cular.' 

There  are  four  bays  proper  for  the  anchoring 
of  vcfiels,  between  Cape  Forward  and  Cape 
Round ;  ap'a  two  of  thefe  bays  are  feparated 
by  a  Cape  of  i  moft  lingular  kind,  which  con- 
fifts  of  petritled  Iheils,  laying  horizontally,  and 
rifing  more  than  fifty  yards  above  the  level  of 
the  fea.  Monf.  BougainviUe  took  foundings 
at  the  foot  of  this  Cape,  but  a  line  of  an  hun- 
dred fathom  would  not  reach  the  bottom. 

As  the  (hips  were  now  becalmed. for  two 
hours,  our  Commodore  took  this  opportunity 
of  taking  the  foundings  near,  and  the  bearings 
of  Cape  Forward,  which  he  mentions  as  the 
mod  foutherly  point  of  land,  on  the  continent, 
in  the  known  world,  and  he  fixes  its  latitude 
at  fifty-four  degrees,  five  minutes,  and  forty- 
five  feconds,  Ibuth.  Its  furface  confifts  of  two 
hills,  fomething  more  than  two  miles  in  ex- 
tent, one  of  wnich  is  confiderably  higher  than 
the  other.  The  tops  of  thefe  hills  are  covered 
with  fnow,  which  gradually  melting  by  the 
warmth  of  the  fun,  fupply  with  perpetual 
moifture  the  roots  of  trees  v;hich  are  fixed  in 
the  crevices  of  the  rock. 

C  c  Monf, 
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Monf.  Bougainville  and  his  party  landed  or> 
a  fmall  rock,  which  barely  afforded  room  for 
four  perfons  to  ftand  on,  and  here  they  hoifted 
the  colours  of  the  boat,  and  repeatedly  ftiouted 
Vive  le  Rot,  Our  author  mentions  it  with  an 
air  of  triumph,  that  thefe  rocks  now  refounded 
for  the  Jirji  time^  with  this  compliment  to  the 
grand  Monarche.  A  ftriking  inftancc  of  the 
vanity  by  which  the  French  nation  is  diftin- 
guiihed  I  .• 

Having  returned  to  the  fliip,  and  the  wind 
coming  about  favourable,  Monf.  Bougainville 
failed  in  fcarch  of  a  harbour,  which  received 
the  name  of  French  Bay,  where  he  refolved  to 
take  in  a  quantity  of  wood  and  water,  as  a  fup- 
ply  during  their  voyage  acrofs  the  great  South- 
Sea.  In  confequence  of  this  refolution  all  the 
boats  were  inftantly  hoifted  out,  with  a  view  to 
begin  this  neceflary  bufmefs  the  next  morning. 

The  night  proving  exceflively  ftormy  and 
tempeftuous,  it  was  pafled  in  fears  and  appre- 
henfions  which  baffle  all  defcription. 

Early  in  the  morning  a  boat  was  fent  out  to 
found  the  mouth  of  a  river  which  had  been 
previoufly  denominated  Gennes'  River^  from  the 
name  of  a  gentleman  who  was  a  partaker  in  the 
dangers  and  hardfbips  of  this  expedition.  As 
it  was  low  water  when  the  boat  reached  the 
fhore,  her  crew  could  not  land  without  running 
her  a-ground  on  a  fand  •,  and  it  was  evident, 
that  the  larger  boats  could  only  make  the  fhore 
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at  high  water,  fo  that  their  wood  and  water 
could  be  brought  on  board  only  once  a  day. 
Forthefe  reafons  Monf.  Bougainville  determined 
to  anchor  in  a  fmall  bay  about  three  miles  dif- 
tant,  called  after  his  own  name,  where  he  had, 
in  the  year  1765,  taken  in  a  loading  of  wood 
for  Falkland's  iilands. 

Bougainville  bay,  to  which  they  now  failed, 
is  furrounded  by  high  mountains,  which  fecure 
it  from  the  winds  blowing  from  every  point  of 
the  compafs,  fo  that  the  furface  of  the  water 
is  unruffled  even  by  a  fingle  breeze. 

Having  caft  their  anchors  in  this  bay,  and 
made  fall  the  veflels  by  means  of  hawfei  s  tied 
to  fome  trees  on  the  coaft,  they  landed,  and 
found  two  Indian  huts,  conftrufted  of  the  bran- 
ches of  trees,  but  they  did  not  appear  to  have 
been  lately  inhabited.  In  the  year  1765  Monf, 
Bougainville  had  caui^d  a  hut  of  bark  to  be 
ereded  on  this  fpot,  in  which  he  left  fome  trifles, 
by  way  of  prefent  to  fuch  of  the  natives  as 
might  happen  to  wander  that  way  5  on  this  hut 
he  had  put  up  a  white  flag  *,  but  both  the  pre- 
fents  and  the  flag  had  been  taken  away,  and 
the  hut  levelled  with  the  ground. 

On  the  morning  of  the  i8th  of  December  a 
kind  of  camp  was  formed  on  Ihore,  by  way  of 
guarding  the  cflTeds  which  were  landed,  and 
protefting  the  men  who  were  to  be  employed 
in  taking  in  wood  and  water.  Small  ponds 
w^re  now  dug,  for  the  accommodation  of  thofc 
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deftined  to  wafli  the  linen,  and  the  water  cafkaj 
were  fcnt  on  fhore  to  be  repaired.  The  crew  of 
the  Ea^,if  having,  in  17^5,  cut  down  many 
more  trees  than  were  wanted  for  that  veflel, 
the  labour  of  this  tafk  was  faved  to  our  prefent 
adventurers,  who  were  likewife  happy  in  finding 
roads  ready  made  through  the  woods,  for  the 
convenience  of  bringing  down  the  timber  to  the 
fea-lhore.  At  this  place  the  remainder  of  the 
month  was  fpent  in  the  necefiary  employment 
^bove-mentioned,  and  in  repairing  the  fhips, 
particularly  the  Etoile,  which  had  fo  large  a 
leak  in  her  ftem,  that  moil:  of  the  hands  on 
board  her  were  fatigued  beyond  expreffion,  by 
(landing  at  the  pumps,  alternately,  night  and 
day. 

The  aftronomer,  Monf.  Verron,  now  landed 
on  a  little  iOand,  which  was  denominated  the 
Ifle  of  Obfervatory^  from  its  being  a  place  ad- 
mirably calculated  for  the  making  aftronomical 
obfervations  i  but  his  labours  were  fruitlefs, 
owing  to  the  cloudinefs  of  the  weather,  which 
is  almoft  perpetual  in  this  country.  At  fome 
periods,  however,  the  fun  appeared  free  from 
clouds,  and  melted  a  part  of  the  fnow  which 
had  lodged  on  the  mountains  of  the  main  land, 
Whenever  this  fine  weather  happened,  the 
prince  of  Naflau,  attended  by  Monf.  de  Com- 
fnerfon,  a  celebrated  botanift,  went  in  learch  of 
plants  and  herbs,  and  they  were  very  fuccefsful 
IP  their  relcarch^s  :  but  the  gendemen  who  en- 
deavoured 
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dcavoured  to  fifh,  or  to  hunt  for  animals,  met 
with  no  fuch  good  fortune,  for  they  never  catch- 
cd  even  a  fingle  fifli,  nor  ever  faw  any  quadru- 
ped but  one  fox,  which  was  killed  by  the  party 
employed  in  colkfting  the  (lores. 

Monf.  Bougainville  having  formed  a  refolu- 
tion  of  taking  a  furvey  of  the  coafts  of  the 
main  land,  and  likewii'e  of  thofe  of  Terra  del 
Fuego,  he  embarked  in  his  boat,  early  in  the 
morning  of  the  22d,  accompanied  by  two  gen- 
tlemen, who  propofed  to  fail  with  him  as  far 
as  Cape  Holland.  The  weather  was  calm  and 
ferene  at  their  firft  fetting  out ;  but  the  wind 
foon  varied  to  difFere^t  points  of  the  compals, 
and  blew  a  hurricane,  which  obliged  our  ad- 
venturers to  take  flielter  in  the  :  -'ytith  of  a  fmall 
river.  Having  gained  the  defired  ps©,:,  they 
waited  in  the  hope  that  the  ftorm  would  abate, 
till  they  were  almoft  benumbed  with  the  cold, 
and  wet  to  the  ikin  with  the  rain  ;  they  therefore 
landed,  and  cutting  down  fome  branches  of 
trees,  ere6led  a  kind  of  hut,  in  order  to  Ihelter 
them  during  the  night.  "  Thefe  huts  (fays 
"  Monf.  Bougainville)  lerve  as  palaces  to  the 
"  natives  of  thefe  climates ;  but  we  had  not 
"  yet  learnt  their  cultom  of  living  in  them." 

It  continued  to  rain  incefiantly,  and  was  at 
the  fame  time  fo  cold,  that  the  gentlemen  found 
their  prefent  fituation  untenable  •,  they  therefore 
(heltered  thenrifelves  as  well  as  they  could  under 
th?  fail  of  the  boat,  and  kept  up  a  large  fire  all 
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right,  which  was  tcmpeftuous  in  a  very  high' 
degree.  In  the  morning  they  haftened  to  their 
boat,  and  returned  to  the  (hip,  happy,  by  that 
means,  to  avoid  the  efFefts  of  the  growing  tem- 
peft,  which  foon  became  fo  violent,  that  it 
would  have  prevented  their  returning  at  all. 
For  two  days  after  this  it  fnowed  continually, 
fo  that  the  mountains  were  covered,  notwith- 
flanding  it  was  now  midfummer,  and  the  fun 
appeared  almoft  eighteen  hours  in  the  four  and 
twenty. 

"When  the  ftorm  had  fubfided,  MonC  Bou- 
gainville formed  the  refolution  of  going  on  a 
fccond  expedition,  which  he  flattered  himfclf 
would  be  attended  with  more  fuccefs.  Accord- 
ingly, early  in  the  morning  of  the  27th  (the 
barge  of  the  Etoile,  and  the  long-boat  of  the 
Boudeufe,  having  been  armed  with  fwivel  guns 
and  mullcets)  our  adventurers  embarked  with 
the  prince  of  Naflau,  and  two  other  gentle- 
men, and  failed  for  the  coaft  of  Terra  del  Fue- 
go,  where  they  arrived  in  about  fix  hours  5  and 
finding  a  number  of  huts,  which  the  natives 
had  left  in  a  delightful  wood  on  the  fea-coaft, 
they  there  fat  down,  and  made  a  moft  agreea- 
ble repaft. 

Afcer  dinner  they  coaftcd  the  country  for  a 
confiderable  time,  and  then  crofled  an  inlet, 
which  Monf.  Bougainville  conjedures  to  be  a 
ftreight  which  leads  to  the  fea,  at  no  great  dif- 
tajjce  from  Cape  Horn.    This  conjedure  is 

founded 
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founded  partly  on  the  width  of  the  inlet,  which 
is  not  lefs  than  fix  miles,  and  partly  on  the  ob- 
ferving  a  prodigious  number  of  whales  in  that 
part  of  the  fea. 

When  our  adventurers  had  almofl:  reached 
the  oppofite  fide  of  the  inlet,  they  faw  a  num- 
ber of  fires  on  the  coaft,  and  foon  afterwards 
difcovered  feveral  of  tlic  in'iabitants  on  the  point 
of  a  bay.  Towards  this  place  they  immediately 
fleered  \  and  they  had  no  fooner  landed,  than 
Monf  Bougainville  recolle(5tcd,that  thefe  Indians 
were  the  lame  people  whom  he  had  feen  on  his 
former  voyage  in  the  ftreights,  and  whom  he 
had  then  diftinguilhed  by  the  name  of  Pecherais^ 
becaufe  thefe  lavages  were  perpetually  making 
ufe  of  that  word,  in  the  fame  manner  as  the 
Patagonians  did  that  of  Shawa, 

The  number  of  the  Pechcrais  that  had  thu« 
aflembled  was  about  forty,  of  both  fexes,  and 
all  ages,  and  they  had  feveral  canoes  in  an  ad- 
jacent creek.  As  the  evening  advanced,  Monf. 
Bougainville  could  not  flay  long  with  his  old 
acquaintance,  but  left  them,  in  order  to  reach 
an  inlet,  where  he  propofed  to  fpend  the  night ; 
but  as  the  time  would  not  permit  the  accom- 
plilhing  his  wilh,  he  landed  on  the  banks  of  a 
river,  and  having  caufed  tents  to  be  made  of 
the  fails  of  the  boats,  and  a  large  fire  to  be 
made,  the  party  fpent  the  night  in  perfe^^  fafe- 
ty,  and  much  to  their  fatisfaftion. 

On 
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On  the  following  day  it  was  found  that  the 
inlet  above-mentioned  was  an  excellent  port, 
wherein  (hips  might  be  fheltercd  againft  every 
dangerous  wind ;  and  in  which  the  ground  is 
admirably  calculated  to  afford  the  beft  and 
fafeft  anchorage.  From  the  elegance  and  con- 
venience of  this  bay  and  port  it  received  the 
name  of  Beaubajfm  [the  beautiful  harbour.] 
Monf.  Bougainville  mentions  this  place  as 
equally  convenient  for  the  careening  of  fhips, 
and  for  the  taking  in  wood  and  water. 

That  no  neceflary  information  refpedling  fo 
commodious  a  harbour  might  be  lofty  the  Com- 
modore left  Monf.  Bournard  there,  to  take  the 
moft  exafl  account  of  every  thing  that  might 
be  thought  worthy  of  notice,  and  he  was  then 
to  return,  in  the  long-boat,  to  the  fliips.     In 
the  mean  time  Monf.  Bougainville  and  a  part 
of  his  company  embarked  in  the  barge,  and 
rowing  to  the  weftward,  difcovered  an  ifland, 
on  the  coaft  of  which  feveral  of  the  natives 
were  employed  in  fifhing.     Before  the  evening 
our  voyagers  arrived  at  a  bay,  which  received 
the  name  of  de  la  Cormorandiere  j  from  a  rock 
which  appeared  at  about  a  mile  diftant  ftom  it. 
Early  in  the  morning  of  the  29th  Monf,  Bou-» 
gainville  departed  from  this  bay,  and  failed  be- 
tween two  iflands,  to  which  he  gave  the  name 
of  the  two   SifterSy    they   are  fituated  about 
nine  miles  from  Cape  Forward.     Soon  after 
this  they  difcovered  a  mountain,  of  a  conical 
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form,  which  they  called  the  Sugar  Loaf\  and, 
in  tht  ccmrfc  of  the  day  tliey  arrived  ut  a  com- 
modious  bay,  at  th  •  botrom  of  it  there  is  a 
moH  t  xceUent  port,  inro  which  falls  a  very  fin- 
gular  cauade.  For  thcl>  reafons  the  place  re- 
ceived the  name  of  the  Bny  and  Port  of  the  Caf* 
caie.  It  is  re]^refcnted  as  a  place  highly  proper 
for  taking  in  wood  and  water,  and  very  fafe  to 
anchor  in. 

The  ftream  of  a  fmall  river  which  f?eks  its 
way  between  a  number  of  lofty  hills,  forms  this 
Water-fall,  which  defcends  pcrpendiciilaily  down 
the  fide  of  the  rock  above  a  hundred  yards. 
Monf.  Bougainville  went  to  the  top  of  the  caf- 
cade,  and  made  his  remarks  on  the  appearance 
ot  the  adjacent.country,  in  fome  parts  of  which 
there  are  fmall  plains  which  produce  a  kind  of 
fpungy  mofs,  and  in  others  the  ground  is  co- 
vered with  thickets  of  wood.  The  plants  and 
trees  are  of  the  fame  kind  as  thofe  which  the 
coaft  of  Patagonia  produces ;  and  the  whole  face 
<tf  the  country  has  much  the  appearance  of 
Falkland's  iQands,  except  the  want  of  trees  at 
tlie  latter  place.  On  the  whole,  our  author 
fays,  that  all  that  part  of  Terra  del  Fuego,  from 
the  prefent  fpot,  to  that  which  lies  oppofite 
Elizabeth  iHand,  con  fills  only  of  large  and 
mountainous  iflands,  the  fummits  of  which  are 
tlothe  dwith  perpetual  fnow.  Monf  Bougain- 
ville fearched  in  this  place  to  find  the  traces  of 
inhabitants,  but  he  did  not  fucceedj  and  he  is  . 
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of  opinion,  that  the  natives  of  Terra  del  Fuego 
feldom,  if  ever,  depart  from  the  fea-ftiores,  be- 
caufe  on  thofe  they  obtain  the  neceflaries  of  life. 

Our  adventurers  remained  at  Port  Cafcade, 
during  the  night  of  the  29th,  which  was  ren- 
dered highly  difagrceable  by  inceflant  rain,  and 
intenfe  cold  ;  and  on  the  morning  of  the  fol- 
lowing day  they  crofled  the  ftreight  with  a  boif- 
terous  wind  and  a  rough  fca,  which  rendered 
the  navigation  dangerous  to  fo  fmall  a  veflel. 
The  rain  kept  pouring  down  almoft  the 
whole  of  this  day,  which  was  employed  in 
viewing  the  coart,  and  making  fuch  remarks 
as  may  be  ufeful  to  future  navigators.  Our 
voyagers  had  now  a  very  narrow  efcape  with 
their  lives,  the  boat  having  been  nearly  overfet 
in  crofling  a  bay,  owing  to  a  miftake  of  the 
fleerfman  in  the  management  of  the  helm.  At 
length,  however,  they  got  fafe  on  board  the 
Boudeufe,  and  as  the  commanding  officer, 
during  Monf.  Bougainville's  abfence,  had  (hip- 
ped every  ihing  that  was  neceflary,  preparations 
were  immediately  made  for  failing. 

They  departed  from  Bougainville  Bay  in  the 
afternoonof  the  31ft  of  December,  1767,  and 
in  the  evening  came  to  an  anchor  in  the  road 
of  PortGalant,  which  is  fituated  at  the  bottom 
of  Fortefcue  Bay,  where  they  were  detained 
no  lefs  than  three  weeks,  by  fuch  bad  weather, 
as  the  inhabitants  of  thefe  milder  climes  cannot 
form  an  adequate  idea  of. 

On 
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•  On  the  firft  of  January,  1768,  Monf.  Bou- 
gainville difpatched  a  party  in  a  boat,  to  make 
remarks  on  the  coaft,  as  far  as  Elizabeth  Bay ; 
and  to  take  a  view  of  the  numerous  iflands 
with  which  this  part  of  the  ftreighfs  of  Ma- 
gellan abounds.  Two  of  thefe  iflands,  to 
which  Sir  John  Narborough  formerly  gave 
the  names  of  Charles  and  Monmouth,  were  dif- 
tindly  feen  from  the  place  wlicre  the  fiiips  Jay 
at  anchor-,  but  thofe  which  he  has  denominated 
the  Royal  Ifles,  and  Rupert  Ifland,  were  at  too 
great  a  diftance  to  be  viewed  from  Monf.  Bou- 
gainville's prefent  ftation. " 

Notwitliftanding  the  feverity  of  the  weather, 
and  the  almoft  inceflant  rains,  the  crew  which 
had  been  fent  out  landed  on  different  places,  at 
one  of  which  it  was  evident,  that  fome  Englifli 
{hips  had  lately  touched ;  for  on  fevcral  trees 
they  faw  initial  letters,  and  even  whole  names, 
cut  in  the  wood :  they  alfo  faw  many  fpice- 
laurel-trees,  the  bark  of  which  had  been  lately 
taken  off,  with  other  plain  indications  who  they 
were  that  had  vifited  the  fpot,  but  what  put 
the  matter  beyond  all  doubt,  were  the  words, 
Chatham^  March,  1766,  which  were  very  legi- 
ble on  a  piece  of  wood,  of  that  kind  which  is 
frequently  affixed  to  pieces  of  cloth  in  the 
royal  marine  warehoufes  of  Great  Britain. 

The  aftronomer,  Monf.  Verron,  in  the  mean 
time,  had  hia  aftronomical  inftruments  convey- 
ed  to  a  peninfula,  by  which  the  harbour  is 
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formed,  in  order  to  make  obferv^ioiis,  for  af- 
certaining  the  bcarng  anddiiiances  ot  particu- 
lar capes ;  but  the  rel'ult  of  his  obfervatjons 
would  afford  neither  inftruclion  nor  entertain- 
ment to  any  but  the  mere  naurical  reader; 
nor  would  they  be  of  the  lead  ufe  t  yen  to  him, 
unlefs  he  was  bound  on  a  voyage  to  the  iSouth 
Seas,  through  the  itrcights  of  Magellan. 

The  weather  was  fo  exquifitely  ievere  on  the 
fourth  and  fifth  of  January,  that  no  pen  cdn 
defcribe  it,  nor  any  imagination  conceive  an 
idea  of  it.  A  violent  ftorm  of  wind  w^  at- 
tended with  inceffant  rain  or  fnow,  and  the 
keeneft  biting  coldnefs  in  the  air.  Monf  Bou- 
gainville informs  us  that,  during  this  fevere 
weather,  he  fent  out  a  boat  to  fearch  for  a  conve- 
nient anchoring- place  on  the  coaft  of  Tei.a  del 
Fuego,  and  an  excellent  one  was  found  to  the 
fouth-weft  of  Charles  and  Monmouth  iflands. 

On  the  6th  the  weather  was  more  moderate 
than  it  had  been  for  fome  days  pall.  In  the 
morning  of  this  day  four  fmall  boats,  with  In- 
dians on  board  them,  were  obferved  at  the 
point  of  Cape  Galant,  one  of  which  advanced 
towards  Monf.  Bougainville's  (hip,  while  the 
reft  rowed  towards  the  bottoni  of  the  bay.  In 
the  boat  which  approached  the  Boudcufe  were 
a  man,  his  wife,  and  two  children,  the  former 
of  whom  went  on  board,  without  the  lead  ap- 
parent fign  of  fear,  leaving  the  woman  and 
children  in  the  boat.    Soon  after  this  man  had 

gone 


ROUND    THE    WORLD.    205 

gone  on  board,  two  Indians  from  the  other 
boats  followed  his  example,  bringing  their 
children  with  them. 

Thefe  people  Teemed  not  to  exprefs  the  leaft 
furprizc  either  at  the  ftru(5i:ure  of  the  (hip,  or 
at  any  thing  they  faw  on  board  her,  which  our 
author  deems  a  proof  that,  "  in  order  to  be 
capable  of  being  furprized  at  the  work  of  art, 
one  muft  have  fome  fundamental  ideas  of  it." — 
There  may  be  fome  truth  in  this  obfervation  ; 
but  we  cannot  help  refolving  the  apparent  want 
of  curiofity  in  thefe  favages  into  another,  and  a 
very  different  caufe  ;  namely,  their  having  feen 
the  Englilh,  or  other  velTels,  which  had  vifited 
the  ftreights  of  Magellan. 

The  Commodore  prevailed  on  thefe  people 
to  dance  and  fing,  and  treated  them  with  a  kind 
of  concert  of  mufic.  He  like  wife  gave  them 
bread,  and  different  kinds  of  meat,  all  of  which 
they  devoured  with  avidity,  feeming  equally 
pleafed  with  every  thing  that  was  given  them, 
and  with  every  occurrence  that  paffed ;  nor 
could  they  be  perfuaded  to  quit  the  Ihip,  till 
fever al  pieces  of  fait  meat  had  been  put  into 
their  boars. 

Our  author  calls  thefe  happy  Indians  "  trou- 
"  blel-me  and  difgufting  guefts."— One  would 
wonder  on  what  authority  he  has  adopted  thefe 
ep  thets,  or  how  the  company  of  the  Javagesy 
as  he  calls  thtni,  could  be  troublefome  or  dif- 
gulting,  when  they  fang  and  danced,  only  on 
,  I  being 
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being  alked  to  do  fo  ;  received  with  gratitude 
whatever  was  given  them,  and  applied  it  to  the 
purpofe  for  which  it  was  given. — Monf. 
Bougainville  ^alls  them  "  iinpoiiflied  men;" 
as  if  the  frippery  complaifance  of  the  court  of 
Vcrfailles  could  have  been  expelled  from  thefe 
honeft  tenants  of  the  woods  ;  whofe  inftru(5lors 
are  plain  fenfe  and  nature,  and  whofe  God  is 
the  God  of  the  Europeans.— In  a  word,  our 
author  writes  with  an  affeded  confcioufnefs  of 
fuperiority,  and  in  the  pert  reftleffnefs  of  ftile, 
that  is  almoft  peculiar  to  the  French  novelifi: 
who  would  be  thought  a  philofopher. 

The  people  are  clothed  with  feal  Ikins,  which 
arc  by  far  too  fmall  to  cover  the  whole  of  the 
body  i  and  with  thefe  (kins  they  make  the  fails 
of  their  boats,  and  the  coverings  of  their  huts. 
They  are  likewife  polfefleo  of  a  few  of  the 
(kins  of  the  guanacoe,  but  our  author  does 
not  mention  to  what  ufe  they  apply  them ; 
though  it  fliould  feem  probable  that  they  form 
a  part  of  their  clothing. 

Monf.  Bougainville  defcribes  thefe  Indians  as 
thin,  ftiort,  and  ugly ;  and  that  a  moft  ofFen- 
five  fmell  is  the  confequence  of  keeping  them 
company.  The  women  are  ftili  more  difagree^ 
able  than  the  men,  who  do  not  appear  by  any 
means  fond  of  them.  It  is  the  duty  of  the  fe- 
males to  fteer  the  boats,  and  to  repair  any  da- 
mage that  may  happen  to  them ;  and  they  are 
often  obliged  to  fwim  after  them  through  the 

fea- 
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fea- weeds ;  nor  are  even  women  who  have  fuck- 
ing children  excufcd  this  duty:  the  child  is  car- 
ried on  the  mother's  back,  enclofed  in  the  ieal- 
Ikin  that  forms  her  drefs.  When  the  women 
are  on  ftiore  their  bufinefs  is  to  collect  fliells  and 
wood  i  nor  do  the  men  even  Ihare  with  them 
in  this  employment. 

The  boats  are  conftrufled  of  the  bark  of  trees, 
faftened  together  with  rulhes,  and  the  feams  are 
caulked  with  mofs.  A  fire  is  conftantly  kept 
in  the  middle  of  the  boat,  on  a  heap  of  fand, 
which  is  placed  to  prevent  the  burning  of  the 
veffel.  Their  arms  confift  of  bows  and  arrows 
formed  of  the  branches  of  the  berberry  bufli, 
which  grows  plentifully  in  thefe  parts.  The 
arrows  are  pointed  with  (harp  ftones,  and  the 
firing  of  the  bow  is  made  of  the  gut  of  fome 
animal ;  but  they  ufe  not  thefe  weapons  againfl 
an  enemy  •,  they  are  deflined  only  for  the  def- 
truftion*  of  birds,  or  other  animals  proper  for 
the  fupport  of  life. 

Monf.'  Bougainville  fays,  that  thefe  Indians 
ufe  a  kind  of  harpoon,  for  the  purpofe  of 
flriking  fi(h,  which  is  made  of  bones,  it  is  about 
twelve  inches  in  length,  pointed  at  the  end,  and 
indented  on  one  of  its  fides. 

The  principal  fubfiflence  of  thefe  people  is 
fifh;  but  it  is  fuppofed  that,  they  fometimts 
catch  game,  as  they  have  dogs  of  the  fporting 
kind,  and  fpringes,  or  noofes,  adapted  for  the 
fiiarirjg  of  quadrupeds.     The  teeth  of  all  the 

native^ 
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natives  are  very  bad,  which  our  author  attributes 
to  their  eating  fifli  when  boiling  hot,  thoug!i 
they  do  not  half  boil  it  before  it  is  fo  eaten. 
They  live  in  huts  which  have  no  partition  of 
rooms,  in  the  middle  of  which  a  fire  is  lighted 
that  fervcs  the  whole  family. 

The  difpofition  of  thefe  people  is  of  the  amia- 
ble kind-,  but  their  extreme  good -nature  bor- 
ders on  weaknefs  •,  they  believe  in  evil  genii, 
and  have  pritfts  and  phyficians,  whom  they  fup- 
pofe  capable  of  deprecating  the  vengeance  of 
their  aerial  enemies.  Monf.  Bougainville  ob- 
ferves,  that  thefe  Pecherais  have  the  fewefl:  con- 
veniences of  life  of  any  people  he  has  ever 
known;  yet  they  they  do  not  repine  at  their  fitua- 
tion,  but  appear  to  be  contented  with  the  lot 
•which  providence  hath  alTigned  them  ;  tho'  they 
live  in  the  moll  inclement  climate  hitherto  dif- 
covered  in  the  habitable  globe.  Exclufive  of 
the  other  peculiarities  of  their  fate,  they  are 
fewer  in  number  than  anv  other  known  race  of 
men;  yet  this  little  fociety,  cut  off  as  it  is 
from  all  intercourfe  with  the  reft  of  mankind, 
is  not  totjiily  free  from  the  vices  common  to 
larger  Itates,  as  a  conteft  for  dominion  exifts 
even  among  them,  and  the  more  powerful  are 
perpetually  labouring  to  diftrefs  the  weaker. 
Thus  it  is  with  the  poor  Pecherais^  as  with  every 
other  community  in  the  univ^rfe,  that  thofe  who 
cannot  make  head  againft  tyranny,  muft  fubmit 
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to  the  arbitrary  command,  thcjc  voko,  fic  ju* 
Oco  of  the  tyrant. 

The  inclemency  of  the  weather,  during  the 
ytb  and  8th  of  the  month,  was  fuch,  that  che 
crews  of  the  fhips  could  not  venture  on  fhore  j 
and  though  it  was  even  now  the  fummer-time, 
the  adjacent  country  was  covered  with  fnow, 
which  alio  laid  on  tlie  fhip  to  the  depth  of  fc- 
veral  inches. 

On  the  ninth  the  Indians,  who  had  previoufly 

painted  their  bodies  with  red  and  white  llreaks, 

advanced  towards  the  fhips ;    but  feeing  che 

boats  go  off  towards  their  habitations,    ail  of 

them,  except  one,   followed  the   fliips  boats, 

and  that  went  on  board  the  Etoile,  where  (he 

remained  but  a  little  while,  and  then  followed 
the  others. 

The  crews  of  the  boats  having  landed,  went 
to  the  huts  of  the  Indians,  who  feemed  by  no 
means  to  reliih  this  unexpected  vifit  j  which  was 
particularly  evinced  by  the  women  having  all 
retreated  to  one  hut.  The  men  invited  the 
French  failors  into  thofe  huts  where  the  womeo 
were  not  to  be  found  5  and  the  Frenchmen 
having  accepted  the  invitation,  were  treated 
with  Ihell  fi(h,  which  the  Indians  fucked  before 
they  delivered  them  to  their  vifitors.  T\\q  be- 
haviour of  the  natives  was  lively,  and  they  en- 
tertained their  guefts  with  dancing  and  fmging: 
they  revelled  with  uncontrouled  delight,  when, 
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alas !  their  mirth  was  interrupted  by  an  acci- 
dent as  fatal  as  unexpected  ! 

A  boy,  the  fon  of  one  of  the  Indians,  was 
fuddcnly  fcized  with  adiforder  which  occafioned 
the  moft  violent  convulfions,  and  fpitting  of 
blood.  This  child  had  been  on  board  the 
Etoile,  where  the  fcamen  had  prefcntcd  him 
with  Ibme  pieces  of  glals  •,  and  as.thefe  Indians 
are  accuftomed  to  put  things  of  this  kind  up 
their  nottrils,  and  into  their  throats,  it  is  fup- 
pofed  this  youth  had  taken  the  fame  meafure, 
and  that  the  fatal  effcdts  which  followed  were 
the  confequencc  of  his  having  fwallowed  the 
glafs.  It  is  here  proper  to  remark,  that  the 
recherais  confider  the  fwallowing  of  fubftances 
which  refemble  glafs,  as  a  preventive  remedy 
againft  certain  diforders  to  which  they  are  liable. 

TiiC  lips,  palate,  and  gums  of  the  boy  were 
cur ;  and  as  he  bled  freely,  the  Indians  conceiv. 
cd  an  idea  that  the  Frenchmen  had  violated  the 
rights  of  hofpitality,  and  injured  him.,  whom, 
by  all  the  laws  of  honour,  they  were  bound  to 
treat  with  civility. 

This  circumftance  gave  rife  to  a  jealoufy  and 
diftruft  noway  favourable  to  their  European  vi- 
fitors  i  indeed  it  appeared,  that  the  Indians  fuf- 
peded  the  French  to  have  caufed  the  child's 
illnefs.  A  linen  jacket  having  been  given  to 
this  child  by  the  French,  he  was  ftript  of  it, 
and  it  was  thrown  at  their  feet  ^  but  it  was  in> 
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{lantly  fcizcd  by  an  Indian,  who  did  not  fccm 
to  dread  the  powers  of  enchantment. 

The  child  being  laid  on  his  back,  conjurer 
knelt  between  his  legs,  and  prefling  the  body 
forcibly  with  his  hands  and  head,  uttered  a  num- 
ber of  inarticulate  vociferations.  At  repeated 
intervals  during  this  ceremony  he  arolc,  and 
opening  his  hands,  which  had  been  before 
grafped,  he  blew  in  the  air  with  his  mouth,  as 
if  defirous  of  driving  away  fome  evil  genius. 
While  this  bufincfs  was  tranfadling,  an  ancient 
woman  bawled  in  the  ears  of  the  child,  fo  as 
almoft  to  deafen  him  with  her  noife ;  and  in- 
deed the  remedy  feemed  to  be,  in  the  literal 
phrafe,  worfe  than  the  difeafe.  The  conjurer 
having  retired  for  fome  time,  returned  in  a  new 
drcfs,  and,  with  an  air  of  triumph,  renewed 
his  incantations,  but  with  no  better  fucccfs  than 
before.  His  hair  had  been  powdered,  and  his 
head  was  diftinguifhed  by  two  wings,  fimilar  to 
thofc  with  which  Mercury  is  reprefentcd  by  the 
painters.  The  life  of  the  child  now  appearing 
to  be  even  in  more  danger  than  before,  the 
French  Chaplain  haftily  baptized  him,  unob- 
ferved  by  the  Indians. 

What  a  ftrangc  medley  of  ignorance  and  fu« 
perdition  was  all  this! — Monf.  Bougainville 
laughs  at  the  folly  of  the  Indian  juggler,  while 
he  feems  to  fpeak  in  an  applaufive  itrain  of  the 
condud  of  the    French   prieft,    which    v/as 
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certainly  tquaily  ridiculous  with  that  of  the 
Indian  ! 

Some  ofHcers  having  repaired  on  board  the 
fhip,  and  acquainted  tfie  Commodore  with  what 
was  tranfafling,  he  went  on  fhore  with  the  Sur- 
geon, who  took  lome  gruel  and  milk  with  him, 
When  they  came  to  the  fpot,  they  fouul  that 
the  juggler  was  aflilled  by  another  perfon  ha- 
bited like  himiclf,  and  that  the  patient  had  fuf- 
fercd  much  from  their  ablurd  atccmprs  to  relieve 
him  i  yet  were  thefe  attempts  continued,  with- 
out any  complaint  on  the  part  of  the  poor  boy. 

The  affedtion  of  the  parents,  and  indeed  of 
the  whole  company  of  Indians,  was  manifefted 
by  floods  of  tears,  and  by  many  other  ex- 
preflions  of  grief-,  and  when  it  was  obfer.ved, 
that  the  Frenchmen  feemed  to  fliare  in  their  mif- 
fortune,  they  appeared  to  be  lefs  diffident  of 
the  condu(fl  of  the  Grangers  •,  and  at  length 
they  permitted  the  Surgeon  to  examine  the 
mouth  of  the  fick  youth,  which  being  bloody, 
had  been  repeatedly  fucked  by  his  father  and 
another  man. 

After  fome  time  the  father  accepted  the  gruel, 
and  permitted  his  fon  to  drink  fome  milk,  but 
not  till  the  French  gentlemen  had  repeatedly 
tailed  it  in  his  preience.  The  conjurers  ap- 
peared to  be  jealous  of  the  Surgeon,  but  they 
could  not  help  confefling  the  fuperiority  of  his 
abilities.  It  was  remarked,  that  while  one  of 
ihefe  Indian  phyficians  was  endeavouring  to 
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drive  away  the  diforder,  the  othci  was  bt.  .If 
employed  in  deprecating  that  vengeance,  whicli 
they  fuppofed  the  vifit  of  the  ftrangers  had  oc- 
cafioned. 

In  the  evening  the  child  appeared  to  be  lefs 
pained  j  but,  from  many  circumftances,  it  was 
thought,  that  he  had  fwallowed  fome  pieces  of 
glafs.  Monf.  Bougai.iville  and  the  Surgeon  now 
went  on  board,  and  it  is  conjedured,  that  the 
boy  died  about  two  o'clock  the  next  morning  5 
for  foon  after  that  time  loud  cries  were  heard, 
and,  at  day- break,  the  kidians  departed  from 
a  place  which  had  been  lo  peculiarly  fatal  to 
them  ;  for  the  lofs  of  even  one  member  of  fo 
fmall  a  community,  could  not  but  be  an  objedt 
of  great  and  public  concern. 

On  the  ijth  and  14th  the  weather  was  fo 
bad,  that  it  was  impoflible  to  think  of  failing, 
and  on  the  15th  the  veffds  were  detained  Dy  a 
ftrong  contrary  wind  ;  but  on  the  following  day 
they  failed,  with  a  favourable  breeze,  which, 
however,  foon  fhif'ted,  and  prevented  their 
reaching  Rupert  ifland,  off  which  it  was  Monf. 
Bougainville's  intention  to  have  anchored.  Af- 
ter a  whole  day  of  fatigue  and  danger  they  re- 
turned to  Port  Galant,  and  anchored  again  near 
their  former  ftation. 

On  the  feventeenth  the  ftorms  were  more 
violent  than  they  had  ever  yet  been  -,  the  fea 
ran  to  a  mountainous  height,  and  the  wind 
blew  in  fuch  contrary  diredions,  that  the  op- 
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pofing  waves  deftroycd  each  other.  The  dorm 
having  in  fomc  degree  fubfided  before  noon,  a 
loud  peal  of  thunder  was  prefently  heard,  after 
which  the  winds  blew  with  incrcafing  violence, 
and  all  the  elements  waged  a  dill  more  furious 
war.  The  anchors  of  the  (hips  having  dragged, 
the  top-malls  and  lower-yards  were  (truck,  to 
avoid  the  dreadful  confequences  of  the  ftorm. 
At  this  time,  however,  the  Ihrubs  and  plants 
were  in  bloom,  and  the  trees  were  covered 
with  a  luxuriance  of  verdure. 

On  the  2ift  and  the  two  following  days  the 
weather  was  extremely  windy,  while  it  rained 
and  fnowed  inceflantly.  The  night  of  the  21ft 
indeed  was  moderately  calm ;  but  this  calm 
ferved  only  as  the  prelude  to  a  ftorm,  which 
defcended  with  aggravated  fury  ;  fuch  a  ftorm 
as  the  oldefl:  failor  on  board  had  never  remem- 
bered i  but  its  continuance  was  by  no  means  pro- 
portioned to  its  violence. 

On  the  24th  the  weather  being  fine  and  fe- 
rene,  preparations  were  made  for  failing,  and 
on  the  following  day  the  anchors  were  weighed, 
and  the  veflels  got  under  way.  Having  arrived 
off  Cape  Quod,  our  Commodore  ftops  a  mo- 
ment to  dcfcribe  it.  Its  figure,  he  fays,  is  very 
fmgular,  confifting  of  craggy  rocks,  the  moft 
elevated  of  which  bear  a  ftrong  refemblance 
to  the  ruins  of  ancient  buildings.  From  Bay 
Galant  to  this  cape  the  verdant  appearance  of 
the  trees  takes  off,  in  fome  degree,  that  horror, 
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which  would  otherwifc  arifc  in  the  mind  from 
the  cunftant  fight  of  the  fummits  of  mountains 
which  are  always  frozen.  After  pafling  Cape 
Quod,  the  Lr  •  of  the  country  is  totally  changed, 
both  fides  of  the  flreight  exhibiting  a  pr«fpe6t 
of  rocks,  which  are  uncovered  even  with  the 
fliglttcfl:  layer  of  earth.  The  tops  of  thefc 
rocks  are  cloathed  with  eternal  fnow,  while  the 
rallies  between  them  are  choaked  up  with  pro* 
digious  quantities  of  ice,  which  have  the  ap- 
pearance of  having  been  congealed  for  a  long 
feries  of  years.  So  dreadful  is  the  appearance 
of  this  part  of  the  ftreight,  that  Sir  John  Nar- 
borough  gave  it  the  name  of  Defolation  of  the 
South;  and,  in  fad,  it  is  defolate  and  dreary 
beyond  all  dcfcription. 

When  Monf.  Bougainville's  fhip  was  oppofitc 
Cape  Quod,  the  coaft  of  Terra  del  Fuego, 
diftant  upwards  of  forty  miles,  appeared  as  if 
terminated  by  a  projedting  cape.  There  are 
three  capes  on  the  continent,  which  owr  adven- 
turers called  Etoile  Cape,  Beudeufe  Cape,  and 
Split  Cape  ♦,  the  lad  of  which  is  fo  denomina- 
ted from  its  figure.  The  ftreight,  which  in 
this  part  is  about  fix  miles  wide,  received  the 
name  of  Lon^  Reach  f. 

As  the  evening  of  the  26th  was  very  fine, 
Monf.  Bougainville  determined  to  continue  his 
way  under  aa  cafy  fail ;  but  about  two  hours 
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before  midnight  a  thick  fog  came,  on,  the  mmt 
arole,  and  the  rain  poured  down  in  torrents, 
while  it  became  lo  exccfiive  dark,  that  no  land 
could  be  feen.  The  fituation  of  the  fliips  was 
now  fuppokd  to  be  oppofite  Cape  Monday  ; 
and  the  night  was  fpcnt  in  (landing  off  and  on 
Ihore,  in  momentary  expedation  of  fome  fatal 
accident 

The  land  being  feen  at  day- break,  they 
hoiltcd  additional  fails,  and  proceeded  with  ra- 
pidity, till  they  reached  Cape  Pillar,  when 
they  had  fight  of  the  main  ocean  ,  into  which 
they  ^arrived  under  a  full  fail,  on  the  evening 
of  the  fame  day  ;  having,  by  the  advantage 
of  thirty  fix  hours  fair  wind,  failed  from  port 
Gaiant  into  the  great  South  Seaj  without  once 
coming  to  an  anchor. 

Monf  Bougainville  was  feven  weeks  and 
three  days  m  paffing  the  (freights  of  Magellan, 
the  whole  length  of  which;  from  Cape  "Virgin 
IMary  to  Cape  Pillar,  he  computes  at  about 
three  hundred  and  forty  miles. 

Though  the  palTing  the  ftreights  is  a  work  of 
fome  diflicuUy  and  danger,  our  author  recom- 
mends it  as  more  fafe  than  the  doubling  of  Cape 
Horn,  if  undertaken  between  the  months  of 
September  and  April ;  but,  during  the  reft  of 
the  year,  he  advifes  the  pafTing  through  the 
open  fta  ;  and  he  obf^rves,  that  the  loft  time 
in  failing  through  the  Magellanic  Streights,  is 
amply  repiaid  by  the  conveniences  of  taking  in 
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wood  and  water,  and  tlie  chance  there  is  of  the 
fcurvy  making  lefs  havock  among  a  crew,  when 
they  have  repeated  opportunities  of  landing. 
He  adds,  that  when  he  left  the  Itreights  he  had 
not  a  fingle  invalid  on  board  either  of  his  vef- 
fels. 

Monf.  Bougainville  now  proceeds  to  a  recital 
of  the  fcveral  circumftances  which  arofe,  and 
the  adventures  he  met  with,  from  this  period 
till  his  return  to  Europe  -,  in  which  we  (hall 
trace  him  with  the  utmoft  fidelity  of  the  hif- 
torian  •,  prefuming  to  differ  from  him  whenever 
he  appears  to  be  miftaken  as  a  writer,  or  to  adt 
on  wrong  principles  as  a  man. 

Our  Commodore  now  failed  nearly  a  wcfterly 
courfe,  having  previoufly  agreed  with  the  Cap. 
tain  of  the  Etoile,  that  he  fhould  keep  company 
with  the  Boudeufe  during  the  nights,  and  in 
the  morning  of  each  day  fhould  fail  as  far  as 
he  could  to  the  fouthward,  without  lofing  light 
of  the  other  veflel,  in  order  that  the  fhips  might 
command  as  extenfive  a  profpeft  as  poflible,  by 
which  means"  it  was  hoped  that  fome  new  dis- 
coveries might  be  made. 

On  the  30th  of  January,  while  the  fca  ran 
very  high,  one  of  the  crew  of  the  Boudeufe 
fell  over- board,  and  was  drowned,  notwith- 
lUnding  every  endeavour  to  preferve  his  life. — 
From  this  time  till  the  17th  of  February,  Monf. 
Bousainville  failed  in  fearch  of  what  is  calle-'' 
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Davis's  Land,  which  was  difcovered  by  our 
countryman  of  that  name  in  the  year  1686; 
and  he  fays,  that  if  he  had  followed  the  direc- 
tions laid  down  in  Monf.  de  Bellin's  chart,  he 
muft  have  failed  over  this  land. 

On  the  i7ch  fea  gulls  were  fecn  ;  and  as  thefe 
birds  do  not  go  above  eighty  leagues  from  land, 
it  was  refolved  not  to  alter  the  courle  of  the  fhips 
for  three  days ;  but  within  this  period  no  land 
was  diicovf  red. 

The  wefterly  wind,  with  a  flight  variation  to 
the  north  and  fouth,  prevailed  from  the  23d  of 
February  to  the  3d  of  March,  during  which 
time  they  had  rain  and  thunder  every  day,  im- 
mediately before,  or  foon  after  the  fun  had 
reached  the  meridian.  This  variation  of  the 
wind,  from  what  is  commonly  called  the  Trade- 
wind,  is  mentioned  by  Monf,  Bougainville  as 
an  extraordinary  circumftance. 

Soon  after  the  Ihips  had  got  clear  of  the 
ftreights  of  Magellan,  an  epidemical  fore  throat 
attacked  almoft  every  man  on  board,  which 
was  cured  by  putting  vinegar  and  red  hot  bul- 
lets into  the  water- caflcs,  fo  that  by  the  end 
of  March,  the  whole  crew  were  recovered. 
For  feveral  days  after  this  period  fuch  a  quan- 
tity of  bonitos  and  other  fifli  was  catched,  as 
aflorded  one  meal  daily  to  every  man  on  board. 

On  the  2 1  it  a  tunny  fifli  was  taken,  in  ihe 
belly  of  which  were  a  number  of  fmall  lilh  of 
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fuch  kinds,  as  are  known  not  to  iwim  far  out 
to  lea  i  whence  it  was  concluded,  that  land 
could  not  be  at  any  great  dittance  •,  and  on  the 
following  day  this  conjecture  appeared  to  be 
well  founded,  for  four  very  fmall  iOands  were 
then  dilcoveredj  to  which  Monf  Dougainville 
gave  the  name  of  les  quatre  Facardins ;  but  as 
theie  were  too  much  to  the  windward  of  the 
iliips,  they  held  on  their  way,  fteerin;^  for  ano- 
ther iiland,  which  was  almolr  right  a  head. 

As  the  veflels  advanced  towards  this  latter 
idand,  it  was  obferved,  that  it  abounded  with 
cocoa-nut  trees,  the  fruit  of  which  had  a  very 
tempting  appearance.  Thefe  trees  grew  on 
plats  Q^  grafs,  ftrewed  with  an  abundance  of 
beautiful  flowers ;  and  the  reft  of  the  ifland  was 
clothed  with  trees  of  various  kinds,  Immenlc 
numbers  of  birds  were  feen  on  the  coaft,  which 
was  therefore  fuppofcd  to  afford  a  plenty  of  ^ 
fifli :  but  the  fea  running  high,  and  no  harbour 
being  difcovered,  in  which  our  voyagers  might 
hope  for  protedlion  from  the  fury  of  its  wavtSj 
they  were  prevented  from  landing  :  when  they 
had  coaitcd  the  ifland  for  about  two  miles,  they  . 
had  fight  of  three  men,  who  advanced  hallily 
towards  the  Ihore. 

Monf.  Bougainville  at  firft  imagined  that 
thefe  people  were  part  of  the  crew  of  fome 
European  ftiip,  which  had  been  wrecked  on  the 
ccaft ,  and,  imprefled  with  this  idea  he  gave, 
the  neceflary  orders   for  affording  them   the? 
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wiflied  for  relief:  but  he  fooii  dilcovered  that 
his  conjedure  was  ill-founded  •,  for  the  people 
retired  to  the  woods,  from  whence,  in  a  fhort 
time,  ifllied  a  number  of  them,  fuppofed  to  be 
near  twenty,  with  long  (laves  in  their  hands, 
which  they  iicld  up  with  an  air  of  threatening 
and  defiance.  This  being  done,  they  retreated 
to  the  woods,  in  which,  by  the  help  of  glafles, 
their  habitations  were  plainly  feen.  Thefe 
iflanders  were  of  a  copper  complexion,  and 
very  tall. 

Monf.  Bougainville  makes  it  a  matter  of  won- 
der by  what  means  thefe  people  were  conveyed 
to  this  folitary  ifland,  and  how  they  are  difpofed 
of  when  their  increafmg  numbers  render  their 
fupport  impoflible  on  a  fpot,  the  circumference 
of  which,  he  apprehends,  does  not  exceed  nine 
miles :— but  our  philofopher  feems  to  forget 
that  he  has  but  juft  left  four  other  fmail  iflands  ; 
nor  did  he  recoiled,  when  he  wrote  his  volume, 
that  he  was,  in  a  fubfequent  page,  to  tell  us 
that  he  had  foon  afterwards  difcovered  a  larger 
iQand,  the  inhabitants  of  which,  for  any  thing 
he  could  tell,  might  have  intercourfe  with  thofe 
on  the  before-mentioned  ifland.  He  feems 
equally  ignorant,  whether  the  people  of  thefe 
iflands  are  or  are  not  poflefled  of  veflels  proper 
for  conveying  them  from  one  to  the  other;  and 
he  has  forgot  likewife,  which  appears  to  be  the 
greateft  blunder  of  all,  that  there  may  probably 
be,  in  this  neighbourhood,  fome  large  continent, 
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hitherto  unknown  to  all  our  European  naviga- 
tors. It  is  poffible  our  remarks  may  be  as  ab- 
furd  as  Monf.  Bougainville's  appear  to  be  j  but 
they  feem  to  arife  naturally  from  the  fubjedt. 
Be  this  as  it  may  •,  our  Commodore  named  the 
above-mentioned  place  the  IJle  of  Lame-bearers^ 
from  the  ftaves,  or  lances,  which  the  inhabi- 
tants brandifhed. 

During  the  night  between  the  22d  and  23d 
they  had  much  rain,  accompanied  with  violent 
thunder,  while  the  wind  blew  almoft  a  tempeft. 
At  the  dawn  of  the  morning  land  was  difco- 
vered,  which  appeared  to  be  a  regular  level, 
fufficiently  clothed  with  verdure.  Breakers  being 
obferved  on  the  coaft,  the  (hips  ftood  out  to 
fea,  till  the  weather  becoming  more  calm,  they 
might  approach  the  Ihore  with  greater  fafety, 
which  happening  before  noon,  they  then  coafted 
the  ifland,  which  is  fhaped  like  a  horfc-lhoc, 
and  its  infide  is  filled  by  the  fea. 

Some  parts  of  this  ifland  produce  cocoa-nut 
and  other  trees,  which  afford  a  very  agreeable 
fliade,  but  the  greater  part  of  it  is  only  a  fand, 
on  which  grows  no  kind  of  verdure.  A  num- 
ber of  Indians  were  obferved  in  boats,  fome  of 
them  rowing,  and  others  failing,  on  the  lake 
formed  by  the  ftiape  of  the  iQand.  Thcfe  peo- 
ple were  all  naked ;  and  in  the  evening  large 
numbers  of  them  were  feen  on  the  fea-ihore, 
with  pikes  in  their  hands,  like  thcfe  with  which 
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the  inhabitants  of  the  Ifle  of  Lance-bearers  were 
armed. 

Night  advanced  before  any  proper  place  was 
found  for  the  lhip*s  boats  to  land  ;  nor  wtie 
they  more  fucrefsful  in  their  refearches  in  the 
morning ;  wherefore  they  held  on  their  courfe, 
Monf.  Bougainville  having  called  the  place  Harp 
JJland'y  the  inhabitants  oF  which  had  the  ap- 
pearance of  being  tall,  and  genteelly  made. 

Our  flippant  Frenchman  profeflk:s  to  admire 
the  courage  of  tliefe  iflanders,  "  if  they  live 
*«  unconcerned  on  thei'e  little  flips  of  fand," 
which  arc  every  moment  liable  to  be  funic  in 
the  abyfs  of  an  enormous  ocean.  He  might  as 
well  admire  the  courage  of  the  inhabitants  of 
France,  the  redoubted  vaflals  of  Louis  le  Grand ; 
who  are  not  lefs  liable  to  iall  viftims  to  a  con- 
vulfion  of  nature,  nor  under  the  more  imme- 
diate protedion  of  the  Almighty,  than  thefe 
harmlefs  tenants  of  a  folitary  ifland ;  happily 
cut  oft,  as  they  are,  from  an  intercourfe  with 
the  more  poliflied  barbarians  of  Europe  ! 

In  the  evening  of  the  day  on  which  Harp 
Ifland  was  dilcovered,  they  had  fight  of  other 
land,  at  the  dillance  of  Ibmething  more  than 
twenty  miles,  which  had  the  appearance  of  be- 
ing, what  it  after vvards  was  found  to  be,  a 
clufter  of  iflands,  eleven  of  which  were  feen, 
and  received  the  name  of  the  Dangerous  Archi- 
felago.  Our  author  conjeclures,  that  they  are 
more  numerous,  and  obferves,  that  it  is  dan- 
gerous 
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gerous  failing  among  them,  as  they  are  encom- 
pafled  with  fhoals  and  breakers,  through  which 
a  vefTel  ought  to  fteer  with  peculiar  care. 

The  (hips  now  flood  to  the  fouth,  and  by  the 
28th  of  the  month  were  out  of  fight  of  all  land. 
The  duller  of  iflands  above-mentioned  were  firfl 
difcovered  by  ^iros,  in  the  year  i6o6,  and 
were  again  vifited  by  Roggewein^  in  the  year 
1722,  who  gave  them  the  name  of  the  La^ 
byrinth. 

Nothing  material  happened  from  this  time 
till  towards  the  end  of  March,  when  the  wea- 
ther was  boilterous  and  flormy,  to  a  very  great 
degree,  for  fcveral  days  fucccflively ;  and  the 
fcurvy  now  began  to  attack  feveral  of  the  crew. 
To  combat  the  ill  effcdls  of  this  diforder,  every 
invalid  received,  daily,  a  pint  of  lemonade, 
in  which  was  infufed  a  powder,  which  had  been 
frequently  ufed  with  fuccefs  during  the  voyage. 
About  this  time  they  were  much  in  want  of 
fre(h  water,  which  was  procured  by  the  diflilla- 
tion  of  fea-wacer,  accv-iirding  to  a  procefs  in- 
vented by  MonC  Poiflbnier  •,  and  the  water 
thus  procured  was  ufed  in  boiling  meat,  and 
making  broth.  The  bread  was  kneaded  with 
fait -water. 

A  ileep  mountain,  which  appeared  to  be  en- 
compafi!cd  by  the  fea,  v/.ir>  difcovered  on  the  fe- 
cond  of  April,  and  received  tlie  name  oi"  the 
Boudoir,  or  Boudeufe  Peak,  from  that  of  Monf. 
Bougainville's  {liip.— Bearing  to  the  nortliward 
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224    M.  DB  BOUGAINVILLE'S  Voyage 
of  this  peak,  they  had  fight  of  land,  which  ex- 
tended farther  than  the  eye  could  reach. 

By  this  time  it  was  become  highly  neceflary 
for  the  fhips  to  put  in  atfome  pert,  where  they 
might  obtain  refrefhments,  and  take  in  a  fup- 
ply  of  wood.  For  the  greater  part  of  this 
day  the  weather  was  wholly  calm ;  but  in  the 
evening  a  breeze  fprung  up,  which  conveyed 
the  Ihips  near  the  newly-difcovered  land  ♦,  but 
it  was  thought  prudent  to  Hand  off  and  on  for 
the  night.  , 

In  the  morning  they  had  fight  of  more  land 
to  the  northward,  but  were  not  able  to  diftin- 
guifli  whether  it  was  another  ifland,  or  a  part 
of  that  which  they  had  before  feen. 

In  the  night  between  the  3d  and  4th  of  the 
month  fires  were  obferved  on  feveral  places, 
from  whence  it  was  conjeflured,  that  the  coun- 
try abounded  with  inhabitants.  Juft  before  fun- 
rifing  on  the  4th,  it  was  difcovered  that  the  two 
lands,  which  had  been  fuppofed  to  be  feparate 
iflands,  were  connected  by  a  flat  country,  bend- 
ing like  a  bow,  and  forming  a  fine  bay.  While 
the  (hips  were  fi:anding  in  towards  the  land,  a 
boat  was  feen  coming  from  the  offing,  which 
foon  afterwards  crofTed  a- head  of  the  fliip,  and 
joined  a  number  of  other  boats,  which  had  af- 
fembled  from  various  parts  of  the  ifland.  This 
aflemblage  of  boats  was  preceded  bv  one  which 
was  rowed  by  twelve  Indians,  quite  naked,  who 
advanced  towards  the  fide  of  the  fhip,  and  held 
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*  up  fome  boughs  of  the  banana  tree.  Conftdering 
this  as  a  token  of  friendlhip,  our  advenairers, 
in  their  turn,  endeavoured  to  exprefs  a  recipro- 
cal regard. 

This  bei*^^  done,  the  natives  rowed  along- 
fide  the  Boudeufe,  and  a  rope  being  lowered 
into  the  boat,  one  of  them  affixed  to  his  branch 
of  the  banana  tree,  a  quantity  of  the  fruit  of 
that  tree,  and  a  fmall  pig.  This  prefent  was 
accepted,  and,  in  return  for  it,  Monf.  Bougain- 
ville gave  them  fome  handkerchiefs  -and  caps ; 
and  thus  was  a  friendly  intcrcourfe  eftablilhed 
with  thefe  people. 

In  a  fhort  time  upwards  of  a  hundred  boats 
furrounded  the  French  fliips,  which  were  laden 
with  bananas,  cocoa-nuts,  and  various  other 
kinds  of  fruit,  highly  acceptable  to  the  French, 
who  gave  in  exchange  for  them  a  number  of 
toys,  which  proved  equally  acceptable  to  the 
Indians.— In  order  to  carry  on  this  traffic,  our 
voyagers  held  up  fuch  articles  as  they  meant  to 
give  for  the  fruit,  and  when  the  natives  were 
fatisfied  with  the  quantity  which  was  offisred, 
it  was  let  down  by  the  fhip*s  fide  in  a  net  or 
balket,  and  the  Indians  having  taken  it  out, 
returned  their  commodities  by  the  fame  con- 
veyance ;  but  fomctimes  the  bafket  was  lowered 
when  empty,  and  the  natives  put  their  effcfts  in 
it  before  they  had  received  the  European  goodst 
without  feeming  to  harbour  the  lead  diftruft 
orjealoufy  of  thofe  with  whom  they  dealt; 
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thereby  giving  the  bed  proof  of  the  intcgritj 
of  their  own  hearts. 

When  the  evening  advanced,  the  (hips  ftood 
out  farther  from  the  coaft,  and  the  natives 
rowed  back  to  the  (hore.  During  the  night  a 
number  of  Hrcs  were  feen  on  the  idand,  at  fmall, 
and  nearly  equal  didances  from  each  other, 
^vhich  the  French  imagining  to  be  illuminations 
in  honour  of  themfelves,  a  number  of  fky- 
rockets  were  fired  from  both  the  (hips,  to  return 
the  compliment. 

On  the  morning  of  the  fifth  the  boats  were 
fent  in  fearch  of  an  anchoring-place,  while  the 
day  was  fpent  in  plying  to  windward  of  the 
ifland. 

The  defcription  which  Monf.  Bougainville 
gives  of  the  appearance  of  this  place,  as  feen 
from  the  (hips,  is  very  beautiful.  The  moun- 
tains, though  of  great  height,  are  every  where 
clothed  with  the  fineft  verdure,  even  to  the 
extreme  ppint  of  their  mod  lofty  fummits :  one 
peak,  in  particular,  runs  up  to  a  mod  enormous 
height,  tapering  gradually  as  it  rifes ;  yet  is  it 
every  where  clothed  with  the  mod  beautiful 
foliage,  forming  the  appearance  of  a  pyramid 
adorned  with  garlands,  and  carved  by  the  hand 
of  an  ingenious  fculptor.  The  lower  lands 
confid  of  an  intermixture  of  woods  and  mea- 
dows, while  the  coad  is  a  level  ground,  diel- 
tered  by  the  mountains,  and  abounding  in  co- 
coanuc  and  other  treca»  beneath  the  agreeable 
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(hade  of  which  are  ficuated  the  houfes  of  the 
inhabitants. 

As  Monf.  Bougainville  coaded  the  iHand,  he 
was  charmed  with  the  appearance  of  a  nobk 
cafcade,  which,  falling  innnediately  from  the 
fummit  of  a  mountain,  into  the  Tea,  produced 
a  moil  elegant  effed.  On  the  ihore,  very  near 
to  the  faU  of  this  cafcade,  was  a  little  town, 
and  the  coaft  appeared  to  be  free  from  break* 
ers.  It  was  the  wiih  of  our  adventurers  to  have 
caft  their  anchors  within  view  of  fuch  an  en- 
chanting profped ;  but,  after  repeated  found- 
ings^ they  found  that  the  bottom  confiiled  only 
of  rocks  •,  and  they  were  therefore  under  a  ne- 
cefTity  of  feeking  another  anchoring-place. 

Soon  after  the  dawn  of  day  the  natives  row- 
ed along- (ide  the  (hips,  bringing  with  them 
fowls,  pigeons,  cloth,  (hells,  chiflels,>  and 
other  things,  which  they  bartered  fo!<  6ar-ringsi, 
and  pieces  of  iron.  Both  parties  dealt  with 
the  fame  eafe  and  mutual  confidence  as  thtfy  had 
done  on  the  preceding  day ;  and  among  the 
number  of  vifitors  were  feverai  women,  whofc 
cloaths  barely  fufficed  to  hide  thofe  charms 
which  could  not  fail  of  attra^ing  the  ravifhed 
eyes  of  the  feamen.  One  of  the  Indians  ilepc 
all  niglit  on  board  the  Etoile,  and  feemed  not 
to  entertain  a  fhadow  of  fear. 

The  (hips  plied  to  windward  during  the  night, 
and  by  the  morning  of  the  oth  they  had  nearly 
reached  its  mq^  northern  extremity,  when  they 
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dilcovercd  another  ifland ;  but  as  the  paflage 
between  the  two  iflands  appeared  to  be  rendered 
dangerous  by  a  number  of  breakers,  Monf. 
Bougainville  came  to  a  refolution  of  returning 
to  the  bay  which  they  had  feen  when  they  firft 
difcovered  land,  where  he  hoped  to  Bnd  a  con- 
venicnt  anchoring-placc,  and  where,  after  dif- 
ferent foundings,  the  (hips  were  at  length  fafcly 
moored. 

The  natives  now  put  off  in  their  boats,  and 
furrounded  the  fliips  in  greater  numbers  than 
they  had  yet  done,  exhibiting  many  tokens  of 
regard,  and  perpetually  crying  out  Taioy  which 
was  afterwards  found  to  fignify  Friend.  The 
ftrangers  were  much  pleafcd  with  fome  nails  and 
toys  which  the  officers  and  failors  gave  them. 
Thefe  boats  were  crouded  with  women,  whofc 
beauty  of  face  was  at  lead  equal  to  that  of  the 
ladies  of  Europe,  and  their  fymmetry  of  body 
much  fupcrior.  Almoft  all  of  them  were 
naked,  the  old  men  and  women  having  taken 
previous  care  to  diveft  them  of  thofe  coveringSf 
which  might  otherwife  have  prevented  their 
charms  from  taking  the  wiihed  effeft. 

Thefe  lovely  laflcs  eyed  the  failors  with  looks 
the  moft  emphatically  expreflive,  yet  with  a 
degree  of  timidity,  which  is  at  once  the  charac- 
terise and  the  ornament  of  the  fex.  It  was 
not,  however,  neceffary,  that  thefe  fenrales 
fliould  give  any  very  plain  indications  of  their 
meaning:— the  Indian  men  faved  them  this 

trouble5 


•4" 


(C 


it 


C{ 


ROUND    THE    WORLD.    229 

trouble,  intimating,  that  the  favours  of  the  la^ 
dies  might  be  purchafcd  on  cafy  terms :  they 
even  urged  many  of  the  fcamcn  refpeftively  to 
make  choice  of  a  Dulcinca,  with  whom  he 
would  chufe  to  retire  to  the  ihore  ^  and  their  gef- 
tures  appeared  not  lefs  extravagant  than  thofe 
of  the  fame  people,  as  recited  by  Dr.  Hawkef* 
worth,  in  his  account  of  Captain  Cook's  Voy. 
age,  of  which  circumdance  the  readers  of  thefe 
volumes  is  already  apprifed  : — but  Monf.  Bou- 
gainville goes  beyond  the  Dodor,  in  the  co- 
louring of  this  fcene.  He  fays  that,  *'  even 
in  thofe  countries  where  the  eafe  of  the  gol- 
den age  is  ilill  in  ufe,  women  feem  leail  to 
defire  what  they  moft  wi(h  for.*' 
Be  this  as  it  may,  the  fight  of  thefe  enchant- 
ing damfels  operated  very  powerfully  on  the  paf- 
fions  of  the  feamen  •,  and,  thus  fituated,  it  was 
no  eafy  matter  to  keep  to  their  duty,  four  hun- 
dred young  fellows,  who  had  not  feen  a  woman 
for  half  a  year  before. 

Monf.  Bougainville  and  his  officers  did  all  in 
their  power  to  prcferve  order  and  decorum, 
and  to  prevent  any  of  thefe  tempting  creatures 
from  coming  into  the  fhipj  but  their  efforts 
were  unfuccefsful :— •  one  of  them,  notwith- 
ftanding  every  precaution,  got  on  board,  and 
took  her  feat  on  the  quarter-deck,  near  a  hatch- 
way, which  was  open  to  give  air  to  fome  of  the 
crew  who  were  heaving  the  capftern.  She  had 
ii:arcely  feated  herfelf,  when  fhe  let  fall  a  cloth 
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that  covered  her,  with  an  air  o£  negligence^ 
and  appeared  at  once  the  Cyprian  goddefs,  to 
the  ravi(hed  eyes  of  the  fpedators.  Both  fca- 
men  and  marines  now  eagerly  crouded  to  the 
hatchway }  and  the  capftern  was  heared  with  a 
chearfulnefs  and  expedition  never  known  on  any 
former  occafion. 

After  ibme  time  the  offieers  fucceeded  in 
bringing  the  crew  into  ibme  kind  of  order ; 
though,  as  Monf.  Bougainville  confeHes,  they 
found  it  equally  difficult  to  reftrain  the  ardor  of 
their  own  paffions.— The  Commodofe's  Cook, 
having  eluded  the  vigilance  of  the  officers,  got 
from  the  (hip,  and  having  feledlcd  a  miftrefs 
from  one  of  the  boats,  went  on  (hore  with  her ; 
where  he  had  no  fooner  arrived,  than  the  na- 
tives crouded  about  him,  and  pulled  off  all  his 
cloaths.    They  now  examined,  with  curious  at* 
tention,  every  part  of  his  body,  while  he  flood 
trembling  under  their  hands,  in  continual  ap- 
prehenlion  of   being  murdered,  or  otherwife 
abufed :  but  his  fears  were  ill-founded ;  for  they 
had  no  iooner  finifhed  the  examination,  than 
they  gave  him  back  his  cloaths,  put  into  his 
pockets  feveral  things  which  they  had  taken  out 
of  them,  and  then  introduced  his  girl  to  him, 
iJ^'gingj  that  he  would  gratify  thofe  paffions 
which  had  impelled  him  to  come  on  (hore :  but 
alas !  their  pcrfuafions,  their  warmefl:  intreaties, 
were  thrown  away  j—his  fears  had  deftroyed  all 
ideas  of  love,  nor  could  even  the  enchanting 

beauty 
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beauty  of  his  miftrefs  recal  them  :  the  natives 
were  obliged  to  take  him  back  to  the  fhip, 
where  he  told  Monf.  Bougainville,  that  he  had 
nothing  to  fear  from  his  anger,  for  he  had  late- 
ly fufFered  fuch  exquifite  mifery,  that  all  other 
punifliment  would  be  comparatively  light 

Monf.  Bougainville  and  fbme  of  his  officers 
now  went  on  fliore  to  take  a  view  of  the  water- 
ing-place,  and  were  no  fooner  landed,  than  the 
natives  flocked  around  them  in  prodigious  num- 
bers, regarding  them  with  looks  of  inexprefll- 
ble  curiofity :  fome  of  them,  bolder  than  the 
red,  came  and  touched  the  French,  and  put 
afide  their  cloaths,  to  find  if  they  were  formed 
like  themfelves.  The  happy  iflanders,  who 
wore  no  kind  of  arms,  tedified  great  pleafure 
at  this  vifit  of  our  voyagers. 

A  perfon,  who  appeared  to  be  the  principal 
man  among  the  Indians,  took  Monf.  Bougain- 
ville's party  to  his  houfe,  where  they  found  an 
old  man,  the  father  of  the  Chief,  and  feveral 
women.  Thefe  laft  paid  their  compliments  to 
the  (Irangers,  by  placing  their  hands  on  their 
breads,  and  frequently  repeating  the  word 
^ayo.  The  old  man  was  a  truly  venerable  fi- 
gure, whofe  long  white  beard  and  hair  added 
dignity  to  his  perfon,  which  was  exceedingly 
graceful  and  well  formed.  He  had  none  of  the 
decrepitude  of  age,  no  wrinkles  on  his  face, 
and  his  body  was  nervous  and  fleftiy. — The  be- 
haviour of  this  man  was  wholly  different  from 
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that  of  all  the  reft  of  his  countrymen  ;  for  he 
expreffed  no  fign  of  admiration  or  curiofity, 
left  the  room  without  returning  the  compli- 
ments of  his  vifitors,  and  with  an.air  that  tcf- 
tified  his  uneafmefs  at  their  arrival.  Monl. 
Bougainville  even  imagines,  that  he  feared  that 
a  new  race  of  men  coming  to  fettle  on  the  ifland, 
might  difturb  that  happy  repofe  in  which  its  in- 
habitants had  hitherto  lived. 

The  houfe  of  the  Chief  was  about  twenty 
feet  in  width,  and  eighty  in  length,  and  co- 
vered with  thatch,  from  which  hung  a  cylinder, 
above  a  yard  long,  formed  of  the  twigs  of  the 
ozier,  and  adorned  with  black  feathers.     Two 
wooden   figures  were  obferved,  which  Monf, 
Bougainville  fays  were  idols>  and  that  one  of 
them  was  the  god  of  the  natives ;  but  in  this 
he  muft  be  certainly  miftaken,  as  it  appears 
from  the  account  fince  publifhed,  that  the  inha- 
bitants of  Otaheite  are   not   idolaters  : —  but 
from  almoft  every  part  of  his  volume  it  is  evi- 
dent, that  he  has  made  his  obfervations  very 
haftily,  and  given  a  decifive  opinion  on  fubjeds 
which  he  did  not  underftand,  and  which  he  took 
very  little  pains  to  examine. 

The  figure  which  our  author  took  for  the 
god,  was  fixed  upright  againft  one  of  the  pil- 
lars of  the  houfe,  and  over  againft  it  ftood  the 
other,  which  he  calls  the  goddefs,  leaning  a- 
gainft,  and  fattened  to  the  reeds  which  form 
the  walls  of  the  houfe.     Thcfe  figures  ftood  on 
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pedeftals  of  hard,  black  wood,  about  two  yards 
high,  one  yard  in  circumference,  fliaped  like  a 
tower,  hollowed  out,  and  carved. 

The  Chief  having  direded  his  guefts  to  feat 
themfelves  on  a  grafs-plat  in  the  front  of  his 
houfe,  he  prefented  them  with  a  collation,  con- 
fiding of  broiled  fifli,  ws^er,  and  fruit.  While 
they  were  regaling  themfelves  he  produced  two 
collars,  formed  of  oziers,  and  adorned  with 
ihark's  teeth,  and  black  feathers.  Thefe  col- 
lars, which  refembled  the  prodigious  large  ruffs 
worn  by  the  French  in  the  reign  of  Francis  the 
Firit,  were  put  on  the  necks  of  Monf.  Bougain- 
ville, and  a  gentleman  of  his  party.  The  Chief 
having  likewife  prefented  our  author  with  fome 
pieces  of  cloth,  the  French  were  about  to  take 
their  leave  of  this  hofpitable  Indian,  when  one 
of  them  found  that  his  pocket  had  been  picked 
of  his  piftol }  on  which  a  complaint  was  made 
to  the  Chief,  who  immediately  reprimanded 
feveral  of  his  houfhold,  and  would  have  fearched 
them  all  *,  but  this  the  Commodore  would  not 
permit,  contenting  himfelf  with  intimating  to 
the  Chief,  that  the  weapon  which  had  been 
flolen  would  kill  the  thief. 

Monf.  Bougainville  was  attended  to  the  coafl: 
by  the  Chief  and  his  whole  family.  As  the 
company  pafled  along,  they  obferved  an  Indian, 
remarkable  for  the  fine  proportion  and  fymme- 
try  of  his  figure,  reclined  at  the  foot  of  a  trea, 
who  prevailed  on  the  French  to  fit  down  by 
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him,  and  fung  them  an  excellent  fong,  to  tht 
flo^  mvific  of  a  flute,  which  the  other  Indiatl 
blew  with  his  rtofe.  Our  author  fays  this  fong 
was,  doUbtlefs,  bf  the  anacreontic  kind,  but 
he  afligns  nb  rfalbh  for  this  opinion.  This  is 
defcribed  as  a  tndft  delightful  fcerie,  and  \^ell 
wbrtliy  the  pencil  of  the  limner. 

tht  cbmpany  now'proceeded  to  their  boats, 
ih  "\Vhith  ^  few  of  the  Indians  embarked,  and 
Went  to  fpend  the  evening  and  fleep  on  board. 
The  iflindcrs  fcemed  to  be  under  no  kind  of 
reftralrtt,  but  tb  have  the  fulleft  confidence  in 
the  hofpitality  bf  the  Ftehch,  who  treated  thenl 
ih  t  very  elegant  riiannfer,  and  concluded  the 
evening  with  a  band  of  mufic,  and  a  difplay  of* 
fite-works;  at  which j  however,  the  Indians^ 
fcemed  more  terrified  than  delightedi    ' 

The  Chitf  Wfertt  onbd^nd  Monf.  Bougain* 
vitoe*s  Jhip  the  fblloWlng  day,  ind  took  with 
hiin  a  prefeht  x)f  feme  fowb  and  a  hog:  he 
llkewife  give  at  fiill  proof  of  tht  integrity  bf 
his  heart,  by  ittHmii^g  the  ftolen  pifto! ;  but 
tli^s  is  no  wbnder ;  it  may  hold  as  an  almofi:  un- 
failing tmxim,  that  "  thfe  generom  are  always 
**  juft ;  that  the  knavifli  part  of  mankind  arc  to 
**  be  fobnd  ambn'g  the  fordid  and  avaricious.** 
'the  generous  foul  difdains  every  adt  of  mean- 
jlefs ;  and  it  i^  ceVttiihIy  an  ad  of  mtannefs  to 
detain  the  pro^^erty  of  another.  Doubtlefs, 
the  hiftory  of  mankind  Will  afford  fome  inftan- 
€cs  which  militate  very  ftrong^y  agairtit  this  ar- 
gument; 
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gumenti  but  it  will  ufuaUy  be  found,  that 
when  the  man  of  liberal  fentiments  has  detained 
what  he  knew  to  be  the  property  of  another, 
fuch  detenfion  has  arifen  fron^  the  e:(treme  pe- 
nury of  his  own  circumftances.— Wc  h^ve  ip- 
ftaqces  of  robberies  being  committed  01^  the 
highway,  an<J  the  money  retufned,  years  ^f^cr 
fhe  perpetration  of  the  f^ft.  In  fuch  a  cafe, 
furcly,  the  robber  muft  be  allowed  to  have  pqf- 
feffeid  an  honed  heart,  even  whije  he  w^s  vjp- 
lating  the  laws  pf  hjscpuotryj  that  hjs  prin- 
ciples were  juft  and  gencrqq^  j  and  that  what 
hs  conceived  tp  l?e  %  cafe  of  ^[ptrenip  necfsffify ; 
the  fupport  of  his  finHing  credit,  and  the  pr^- 
ferving  a  behoved,  an  amiable  wpman,  and  the 
dear  pledge^  pf  her  Iqve,  fropi  inevitable  pp. 
verty  and  ruin,  was  the  pccafipR  of  hi^  takJOg 
fp  unwarrantable  a  flep.  The  reader  will  e^- 
cufe  this  digreffion,  in  favour  tp  the  writer* 
who  conceived  that  it  arofe  naturally  from  the 
fubjeiA. 

The  name  of  the  Chief,  whofe  conduffe  gave 
rife  to  the  above  reflexions,  was  Ereti,  who 
remained  on  board  feveral  hours,  and  then  went 
on  fhore  with  Monf,  Bougainville,  who  by  this 
time  had  made  the  neceffary  preparations  for 
landing  the  tick,  and  filling  the  water  caiks. 

As  foon  as  the  boats  had  landed,  the  Com- 
modore fixed  on  a  fpot  on  the  borders  of  a  ri- 
vulet, where  he  gave  orders  for  the  forming  of 
a  camp,  for  the  protedion  as  well  of  the  Tick 
""''''•  H  h  2  men. 
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men  and  their  attendants,  as  of  the  watercrs, 
and  others,  whofe  bufinefs  might  call  them  on 
Ihore.  •  "  ^" 

For  fome  time  Ereti  beheld  the  marines  un- 
der arms,  and  regarded  the  preparations  which 
were  making  to  form  the  camp,  without  any 
apparent  figns  of  uneafmefs,  and  then  took  his 
leave.  In  a  few  hours,  however,  he  returned, 
bringing  with  him  his  father,  and  fome  others 
of  the  mod  eminent  men  on  that  part  of  the 
ifland,  who  remonftrated  with  Monf.  Bougain« 
ville  on  the  impropriety  and  injuftice  of  his 
taking  pofleifion  of  their  country ;  at  the  fame 
time  intimating,  that  his  people  were  welcome 
to  be  on  the  ifland  during  the  day,  for  any  pe- 
riod of  time  he  might  think  proper,  but  in- 
filling, that  the  party  fliould  return  on  board 
every  night.  The  Commodore,  on  the  con- 
trary, as  peremptorily  infifted  that  he  would 
form  the  encampment,  and  endeavoured  to 
convince  the  Indians  how  neceflr^y  it  was  that 
he  (hould  do  fo,  in  order  to  procure  wood  and 
water,  and  to  have  the  better  opportunity  of 
trafficking  with  the  iflanders. 

The  Indians  now  retired,  and  held  a  con- 
ference on  the  occafion,  at  the  clofe  of  which 
Ereti  came  to  Monf.  Bougainville,  and  defired 
to  know  whether  the  French  propofed  to  take 
up  their  refidence  on  the  ifland  fop  life  ;  and,  if 
not,  how  long  they  intended  to  fl:ay. — In  anfwer 
to  this,    the  Commodore  put  eighteen  fmall 

ftones 
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Hones  into  his  hands,  intimating,  that  he  fliould 
remain  there  only  fo  manys  days.  Hereupon  a 
third  council  was  held,  the  rcfult  of  which  was, 
that  an  elderly  man,  of  great  authority,  was 
deputed  to  wait  on  the  Commodore,  and  en- 
deavour to  prevail  on  him  to  depart  in  nine 
days ;  which  however  he  pofitively  refufed  to 
do,  and  thus  the  matter  ended.  >     - 

'"^ro..  '•is  period  the  i^'""^crs  became  again 
ealy  and  nappy..  Ereti  complimented  Monf. 
Bougainville  with  the  ufe  of  a  large  building, 
that  had  been  eredled  on  the  fide  of  the  rivu- 
let, for  the  purpofe  of  laying  up  the  Indian 
boats,  which  were  inllantly  removed,  at  the 
command  of  the  Chief.  Under  this  building 
tents  were  put  up  for  the  accommodation  of 
the  fick,  and  other  tents  for  various  ufes.  A 
fufficient  number  of  muflcets  were  carried  on 
(here,  to  arm  thirty  marines,  all  the  workmen, 
and  even  the  invalids,  in  cafe  of  neceffity. 

Monf.  Bougainville  paiTed  the  firft  night  on 
(here,  in  company  with  Ereti,  who  added  his 
fupper  to  that  of  the  Commodore,  invited  a 
few  feleft  friends  to  partake  of  the  repaft,  and 
gave  orders  that  a  croud  of  Indians,  whofe 
curiofity  had  brought  them  to  the  fpor,  fhould 
be  difperfed.  He  then  defired  to  fee  fome 
fire- works,  which  he  beheld  with  a  mixture  of 
pleafure  and  allonifhment.  Late  in  the  evening 
he  fent  for  one  of  his  wives,  who  flcpt  in  the 
tent  allotted  to  the  ufe  of  the  Prince  of  NafTau. 

Monf. 
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Monf.  Bougainville  fay3,  that  this  woman  was 
wgly  and  old  i  but  |iow  does  he  know  that  flic 
was  not  the  only  wife  of  Ereti  ?  It  does  not  fol. 
low,  beeaufe  a  number  of  women  were  leen 
on  the  firft  vidt  at  the  houfe  of  this  Chief,  that 
he  was  married  to  them  all.  They  might  be 
daughters,  ftfters,  aunts,  nieces,  or  coufms, 
for  any  thing  that  could  be  known  to  the  con- 
trary, by.  people  who. had  not  learnt  three  words 
of  the  language  of  thb  nativesp    ; 

The  camp  was  complcated  on  the  following 
dayt  anil  cbe  building  entirely  cnclofed,  except 
at  on^e  etltrapce,  w|iere  a  guard  was  conftantly 
il;atiflne4^.  None  of  die  Indians  were  admitted 
into  .(his  building  but  .Ereti,  and  his  friends  of 
Ijoth  fQ;|:es,.  A  croud  of  people  were  conftantly 
about  the  place,  but  they  made  way  for  any  one 
whp  had  permifllon  to  enter,  on  the  motion  of 
a  frnall  ftick  which  a  Frenchman  held  in  his 
hand.  .  To.  this  place  the  natives  alTembled 
from  all  quarters,  bringing  poultry,  hogs,  filh, 
fruit,  and  cloth ;  in  exchange  for  which  they 
received  buttons,  beads,  tools,  nails^  and  trin- 
kets of  various  kinds,  on  wliich  they  appeared 
to  fet  a  high  value.  . 

Thefe  benevolent  iflanders  vied  with  each 
other  which  ftiould  oblige  their  vifitors  moft; 
and  when  the  French  were  obferved  colledUng 
(hells,  and  gathering  plants,  a  number  of  wo« 
men  and  children  inftantly  employed  themfelves 

in 
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in  the  fame  manner,  bringing  the  fame  plants,' 
in  great  abundance,  and  variety  of  fine  iheiis. 

Monf.  Bougainville  now  applied  to  Ereti, 
for  information  where  he  might  cut  wood,  and 
was  directed  to  the  mountains,  where  the  hard 
wood  grows^  the  low  lands  producing  only  a 
gurti-tree,  ahd  fruit-trees  of  various  kinds. 
The  Chief  even  marked  the  trees  which  were 
proper  for  cutting,  and  pointed  out  the  fide  on 
which  they  (hould  be  felled. 

The  iflanders  aflifted  oui^  adventurers  in  cut- 
ting the  wdod,  and  carrying  it  down  to  the 
boats,  and  likewife  helped  them  to  fill  water,; 
and  roll  the  cafks  to  the  coafl.  .For  thefe  fer- 
vices  they  received  a  number  of  nails,  propor- 
tioned to  the  induftry  they  had  exerted :  but 
it  was  necefTary  for  the  French  to  be  conflrantly 
on  their  guard,  to  prevent  their  thieving  the  ar- 
ticles which  were  brought  on  fliore  j  nor  were 
even  their  pockets  fafe  from  the  depredations  of 
thefe  people,  who,  Monf.  Bougainville  fays» 
are  as  ingehious  in  the  art,  as  the  pick-pockets 
of  Europe^  which  is  certainly  no  great  compli- 
ment to  the  people  of  Otaheite. 

Monf.  Bougainville  fuppofes,  that  thefe 
iQanders  do  hot  rob  ieaqh  other,  as  none  of  their 
cfFcfts  were  kept  under  locks  and  keys ;  and  he 
attributes  their  frequent  attempts  to  rob  the 
French  to  art  infetiablecurlo'fitv  for  articles  which 
they  had  tifcver  before  feen^  '  Guards  were  fta- 
tioned,  and  patroles  appointed,  to  protedt  the 
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French  property,  notwithftanding  which,  the 
iflanders  found  means  to  ileal  feveral  things, 
and  they  even  pelted  the  guards  with  Itones. 
Thcfc  frce-bootcrs  hid  themfelves  in  a  marfh  be- 
hind the  camp,  which  was  overgrown  with 
reeds :  but  a  part  of  this  marfh  was  cleared, 
by  order  of  the  Commodore,  who  dirc6ted,  that 
when  any  more  thieves  were  feen,  they  fhould 
be  fired  at.  Ereti  even  hinted,  that  this  mea- 
fure  was  neceflary ;  but,  pointing  to  his  own 
houfe,  feemed  very  folicitous  that  Monf.  Bou- 
gainville would  not  fire  that  way.  Orders  were 
now  given  for  fbme  of  the  (hips  boats  to  an- 
chor before  the  camp,  and  point  their  fwivel 
guns  fo  as  to  protect  it. 

The  article  of  thieving  excepted,  every  other 
intercourfe  between  the  French  and  Indians  was 
carried  on  in  the  moft  harmonious  manner.  The 
feamen  made  feveral  incurfions  into  the  idand, 
unarmed,  fometimes  in  fmall  parties,  and  fome- 
times  fmgly:  when  the  natives  invited  them 
into  their  houfes,  gave  them  provifions,  and  pre- 
fented  the  young  damfels  to  their  embraces.  On 
thefe  occafions  the  hut  was  inftantly  crouded 
with  numbers  of  both  fexes,  who  furrounded 
the  young  lovers,  and  eyed  them  with  looks  of 
the  moil  intenfe  curiofity.  Leaves  and  flowers 
were  immediately  flrewed  on  the  ground,  and 
while  fome  played  on  flutes,  others  fang  a  kind 
of  fong  facred  to  the  Cyprian  goddefs. 

•  Monf, 
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Monf.  Bougainville's  piflure  of  thefe  fccnes 
IS  rather  over-charged  -,  but  the  pen  of  the  hif- 
torian  Ihould  be  guided  by  truth.  ««  Here 
'*  Venus  (fays  he)  is  the  goddefs  of  hofpitality ; 
•»  her  worlhip  does  not  admit  of  any  myfteries* 
**  and  every  tribute  paid  to  her  is  a  feaft  for  the 
"  whole  nation." 

The  people  of  Otaheite  feemed  aftoniflied  at 
the  embarraffment  of  fome  of  the  Frenchmen 
on  thefe  occafions  :  but  Monf.  Bougainville  is 
of  opinion,  that  there  was  not  a  man  of  the 
whole  crew  who  had  not  got  the  better  of  the 
European  delicacy,  by  making  a  public  facri- 
fice  at  the  altar  of  Venus.  If  this  opinion  be 
well  founded,  the  poor  Cook,  whofe  cafe  has 
been  related,  mull  have  wonderfully  recovered 
of  his  fright,  before  the  Commodore  left  the 
ifland. — Surely  thefe  intrepid  fuujedls  of  Louis 
the  Fifteenth  muft  have  been  bleft  with  the 
moft  vigorous  conftitutions  in  the  univerfe,  or 
have  been  curfed  with  the  moft  unblufliing  im-*, 
pudence  of  face !  That  many  of  the  crew 
ihould  have  got  the  better  of  all  regard  for  de- 
cency, is  not  to  be  wondered  at  5  but  that  there 
ihould  not  be  one  Frenchman  out  of  four  hun- 
dred who  could  refift  the  temptation  of  thus 
publickly  proftituting  himfclf,  is  very  aftoni fil- 
ing. But  vanity  is  conftitutional  in  a  Parifian, 
and  rather  than  not  facrifice  at  her  Ihrine,  he 
will  be  content  to  rob  himfelf  of  his  own 
good  name. 
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It  may  fairly  be  concluded,  that  if  every  man 
gave  thcfe  public  proofs  of  his  prowefs,  the 
Commodore  himfelf  made  cue  of  the  number, 
a  naked  fpeJlacle  to  the  laughing  Indians  !  But 
perhaps  Monf.  Bougainville  was  honoured  in 
the  embraces  of  one  of  Ereti's  wives  5  in  which 
cafe  it  is  prefumed,  that  the  fond  couple  were 
furrounded  only  by  the  royal  family,  and  the 
lords  and  ladies  of  the  Court.  Doubtlefs,  an 
extraordinary  band  of  mufic  muft  have  been 
provided  on  thefe  folemn  occafions,  and  the 
belt  nofc-flute-players  on  the  ifland  muft  have 
been  engaged  as  performers.  What  pity  it  is 
that  our  gallant  philofophical,  nautical,  war-' 
like  Amorofo,  has  omitted  a  defcription  of  one 
of  thefe  charming  fcenes !  A  print  of  it,  too, 
would  have  done  honour  to  fome  ingenious  en- 
graver of  Paris,  and  it  would  doubtlefs  have 
promoted  the  fale  of  a  work  fo  admirably  cal- 
culated for  the  meridian  of  Verfailles.  The 
doating  monarch  would  have  fubfcribed  liberal- 
ly, while  the  lafcivious  Barre  would  have  ex- 
tolled to  the  very  Ikies  the  writer's  happy  talent 
tt  defcription.  Who  knows  too,  but  that  the 
French  Ambaflador  might  have  introduced  the 
work  among  the  circle  at  St.  James's  j  and  thus 
have  promoted  the  caufe  of  libertinifm  fo  far, 
that  not  one  of  the  nobility  of  the  fucceeding 
generation  Ihould  be  the  real  child  of  his  reput- 
ed father. 


To 
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To  be  fcrious ;  this  is  ftrangc  (luff,  even  for 
a  French  hiftorian  to  write  j  nor  would  we  have 
copied  it,  but  that  our  engagements  to  the  pub- 
lic compelled  us  to  give  MonC  Bougainville's 
Voyage  i  and  Monf.  Bougainville  muft  be  an- 
fwerable  for  all  its  faults. 

Happy  ought  Englilhmen  to  think  them- 
felves }  particularly  thofe  of  the  middling  and 
lower  claffes,  among  whom  marriage  is  ftill 
held  in  fomc  fort  of  eftcem.  Long  iiay  it  be 
fo  held,  for  the  honour  of  legal  love,  ihe  fecu- 
rity  of  property,  and  the  fake  of  thofe  tender 
ties,  by  which  relations  are  held  in  the  bond  of 
friendlhip ! 


\ 


^■ 


,1  y 


•>  ,« 


Hall  wedded  love,  myftcrious  lav,  true  fourcc 
Of  human  offspring,  Ible  propriety 
In  Paradife  of  all  things  common  elfe.        -    ■ 
3y  thee  adult'rous  luft  was  driven  from  men, 
Among  the  beftial  herds  to  ranpr   j  by  thee 
Founded  in  reafon,  loyal,  juR    and  pure. 
Relations  dear,  and  all  the  charities 
Of  father,  fon,  and  brother,  firft  were  known, 
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Monf.  Bougainville  now  proceeds  to  a  dc- 
fcription  of  the  beauties  of  the  interior  parts  of 
the  ifland.  He  has  often  walked  out,  with  on- 
ly a  few  attendants,  and  arrived  at  places  en- 
chanting beyond  the  power  9i  pen  or  pencil  to 
paint.    Trees  abounding  with  fruit  of  the  moft 
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delicious  kinds,  were  frequently  found  on  mea- 
dows interfedled  by  rivulets,  which  gave  an 
agreeable  coolnefs  to  the  air.  On  thefe  enchant- 
irjg  fpots  numbers  of  the  natives  revel  in  the 
profufive  gifts  of  nature,  unincumbered  with 
the  cares  of  the  bufy  world.  Our  author  met 
"With  many  little  focieties,  repofing  at  their  eafe» 
under  the  fhade  of  trees,  who  welcomed  the 
Itrangers  in  the  moft  friendly  manner.  Thofe 
he  faw  on  his  way  made  room  for  his  paflage, 
with  a  degree  of  civility  that  would  have  done 
honour  to  the  moft  poliQied  European  j  and  in 
every  place  he  found  evident  marks  of  the  con- 
tent and  happinefs  of  the  people  ;  while  he  was 
treated  with  the  utmoft  hofpitality. 

Monf.  Bougainville  gave  Ereti  fome  ducks 
and  geefe,  and  a  couple  of  turkies,  that  he 
might  raile  a  breed  of  iliufe  birds.  He  likcwifc 
prefented  him  with  fome  garden  feeds,  and  ad- 
vifed  him  to  cultivate  fome  ground  in  the  Eu- 
ropean manner ;  and  a  fpot  being  fixed  on  by 
the  French,  it  was  enclofed,  and  feveral  of  the 
crew  employed  in  digging  it.  The  natives 
were  much  pleafed  with  the  implements  of  gar- 
dening, and  happy  in  having  wheat,  barley, 
oatsj  rice,  &c.  put  into  the  ground ;  as  were 
likewife  onions,  and  a  variety  of  pot-herbs. 
The  Commodore  is  of  opinion,  that  his  gene- 
j-ofity  in  this  particular  will  not  be  thrown  away, 
as  the  people  of  Otaheite  fcem  to  have  a  tafte 
for  agriculture  i  and  he  thinks  they  might  foon 
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be  brought  to  cultivate,  in  a  proper  manner, 
the  fineft  foil  in  the  world :  they  have  indeed  a 
fort  of  kitchen  gardens  near  their  huts,  which 
produce  yams,  potatoes,  and  other  edible  roots. 

Soon  after  the  camp  was  formed,  the  Com- 
modore was  vifited  on  board  the  (hip  by  ^Toutaa^ 
the  Chief  of  a  diftrid  near  that  of  Ereti,  who 
was  a  very  tall  man,  and  moft  admirably  well 
made,  he  was  attended  by  fcveral  gentlemen, 
hardly  one  of  whom  was  lefs  than  fix  feet  in 
height.  Toutaa  brought  with  him  cloth,  hogs, 
fowls  and  fruit,  which  he -prefented  to  Mont- 
Bougainville,  who  complimented  him  with 
fome  filk  (luffs,  trinkets,  nails,  &c. 

Toutaa  invited  Monf.  Bougainville  to  hi» 
houfe,  where,  in  the  midft  of  a  large  aflem- 
bly,  he  prefented  him  with  a  fine  young  girl, 
whom  the  Commcdore  conjcflures  10  have  been 
one  of  his  wives  ^  and  the  muficians  inftantly 
began  the  bridal  hymn  : — but  our  author  does 
not  fay  what  farther  pafied  on  the  occafion. 

One  of  the  Indians  happening  to  be  kil- 
led, his  countrymen  complained  to  Monf. 
Bougainville  of  this  violation  of  the  rights 
of  hofpitality.  The  dead  body  being  con- 
veyed to  one  of  the  huts,  fome  perfons  were 
fent  to  examine  it,  when  it  appeared,  that 
he  had  fell  by  a  gun-fliot  wound  \  on  which  all 
poflible  enquiry  was  made  after  the  offender, 
but  he  could  not  be  difcovered ;  and  how  h* 
came  to  be  Ihot  remained  a  myftery  \  for  Moif'* 
Bougainville  fays,  that  none  of  the  crew  \\i^ 
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ihat  day  left  the  (hip  wkh  fire-arms,  nor  had 
any  of  thofe  on  fliore  been  permitted  to  leave 
the  camp.  It  was  evident,  however,  that  the 
natives  in  general  conceived  their  countryman 
to  have  been  the  aggreflbr ;  for  their  dealings 
with  the  Europeans  were  not  intermitted  5  but 
ibme  few  of  them  moved  off  iheir  furniture 
to  the  mouniains,  and  even  the  houfe  of  Ereti 
'was  dripped  ;  but  a  few  prefents  from  the  Com- 
modore regained  his  friendfliip  and  efteem. 

Early  in  the  morning  of  the  12th  the  cable 
of  the  Boudeuivi  parting,  that  fhip  ran  foul  of 
the  Etoile,  but  the  velTels  were  happily  goc 
clear  of  each  other,  before  any  damage  had 
been  fuftaincd.     A  boat  was  now  fent  to  found 
for  fome  convenient  pafiage,  as  the  (hips  were 
"in  evident  danger  of  being  driven  on  Ihore: 
and  at  this  unfortunate  juncture  news  arrived, 
that  three  of  the  Indians  had  been  either  mur- 
dered or  wounded  in  their  huts  ;  and  that,  in 
confequencc  of  this  unhappy  circumftance,  a 
general  terror  had  feized  the  inhabitants.     The 
women,  children,  and  old  men,  had  fled  up  the 
country,  taking  their  effeds  with  them,  and 
even  carrying  off  the  bodies  of  the  deceafed. 
The  Commodore,  on  receiving  this  intelligence, 
went  on  fhore,  and  lelecling  four  marines,  on 
whom  reded  the  fufpicion  of  having  perpetra- 
ted this  foul  deed,  he  ordered  them  to  be  put 
into  irons  in  the  prefence  of  Ereti,  a  circumdancc 
tat  re- conciliated  the  affedion  of  the  Indians. 

Monf. 


'"M 


ROUND    THE    WORLD.    24f 

Monf.  Bougainville,  apprehenfive  that  the  na- 
tives  might  revenge  the  injury  they  had  fuftained 
in  the  perfons  of  their  countrymen,  fpent  a  con- 
fidcrable  part  of  the  night  at  the  camp,  and 
gave  orders  for  a  reinforcement  of  the  guards.-' 
It  is  true,  that  the  fituation  of  the  French  was 
every  way  fo  advantageous,  that,  in  all  proba- 
bility, they  might  have  been  an  over- match 
for  the  united  forces  of  the  natives.  The  nishr, 
however,  was  fpent  in  perfeft  repofe,  except 
fome  flight  alarms,  occafioned  by  thieving  ia- 
terlopers. 

The  Commodore's  concern  arofe  nwre  from 
the  apprehended  lofs  of  his  Ihips,  than  from 
any  hoftile  efforts  that  might  be  made  by  the 
Indians.  After  ten  at  night  the  wind  blew  vio- 
lently •,  the  fea  fwelled  to  an  enormous  height ; 
the  rain  defcended  in  torrents,  and  the  whole 
fcene  was  tempeftuous  in  a  high  degree. 

Monf.  Bougainville  went  on  board  foon  after 
midnight,  when  a  violent  fquall  of  wind  was 
driving  the  fhips  towards  the  fhore.  Providen- 
tially the  ftorm  was  foon  over,  and  a  breeze  from 
the  (hore  prevented  the  veffels  being  ftranded. 

About  day-break  another  cable,  and  the  haw- 
fer  of  the  Boudeufe  parted,  when  (he  was  almoft 
clofe  on  the  Ihore,  on  which  the  furges  beat 
with  unremitting  fury.  At  this  time  too,  i& 
an  aggravation  of  their  misfortunes,  the  buoys 
of  the  anchors  were  mifilng  5  but  it  is  doubt- 
ful 
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ful  whether  the  natives  had  ftolcn  them,  or 
whether  they  had  funk. 

Some  little  time  before  noon  another  cable 
parted,  and  the  Boudeufe  drove  towards  the 
fliore.  They  now  let  go  their  fheet  anchor, 
but  it  could  be  of  no  fervice  to  them,  as  they 
were  fo  near  the  breakers,  that  the  fliip  mull 
have  ilranded  before  a  fufHcient  length  of  ca- 
ble could  have  been  veered  out,  to  have  given 
the  anchor  time  to  reach  the  bottom.  Thus 
fituated,  within  a  moment  of  defpair,  a  wind 
off  Ihore  operated  in  their  favour ;  yet  this 
wind  foon  changed,  though  not  till  it  had  en- 
abled them  to  get  at  a  diflance  from  the  ihore, 
by  the  help  of  a  hawfer,  from  a  ttream- anchor 
of  the  Etoile,  which  fhip  happening  to  be  an- 
chored in  firmer  ground  than  the  Boudeufe, 
was,  under  providence,  the  great  means  of 
favingthat  veflel  and  her  crew  from  deftrudbion. 
On  occafion  of  this  fingular  efcape,  Monf, 
Bougainville  pays  a  grateful  compliment  to 
Monf.  de  la  Giraudais,  the  Commander  of  the 
Etoile,  to  whofe  friendftiip  and  abilities  he 
deems  himfclf  greatly  indebted  for  the  prefer- 
vation  of  the  Boudeufe. 

Soon  after  day-light  it  was  obfervcd,  that  the 
camp  was  totally  deftitute  of  its  ufual  vifitors : 
not  an  Indian  was  to  be  feen  near  it,  nor  even 
a  fingle  boat  failing  on  the  river.  The  natives 
had  quitted  their  houfes,  and  the  whole  coun- 
try appeared  to  be  depopulated.    The  prince 
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bf  Naflau  now  went  on  fliore  with  a  fmall 
party,  and,  at  about  three  miles  from  the  camp, 
found  Ereti,  with  a  confiderable  number  of 
his  fubjedls.  When  the  Chief  rccolledled  the 
Prince,  he  advanced  towards  him  with  a  mixed 
countenance,  expreflive  of  hope  and  terror. 

Many   women  were  now  with  Ereti,    who 
dropping  on  their  knees  at  the  feet  ot  the  Prince 
kiflTed  his  hands,  and,  bathed  in  tears,  exclaim- 
ed, TayOi  mate? 

You  are  our  friends^  and  you  kill  us  !— 

The  Prince  fucceedcd  in  his  endeavours  ta 
infpire  them  with  frelh  confidence  ;  and  Monf. 
Bougainville  had  the  pleafure  of  obferving, 
from  on  board,  by  the  help  of  his  glafles,  that 
the  natives  haftened  to  the  camp,  carrying  with 
them  fowls,  fruits,  &c.  fo  that  there  could  be 
no  doubt  but  that  peace  was  re-eftabli(hed. 

The  Commodore  inftantly  left  the  fliip,  and 
takibg  with  him  a  quantity  of  filk  (luffs,  and  a 
variety  of  other  articles,  he  prefented  them  to 
the  principal  perfons,  intimating  how  unhappy 
he  was  on  account  of  the  misfortune  which  had 
happened,  and  afluring  tht  m,  that  the  perpetra- 
tors of  fo  foul  a  deed  fhould  not  efcape  un- 
puniftied. — The  grateful  Indians  careflTed  the 
Commander  J  the  natives  in  general  were  hap- 
py that  peace  was  reftored,  and  the  market  foon 
became  more  crouded  than  ever;  fo  that,  in 
two  days  only,  more  refrefhments  were  brought 
in  than  had  be^n  before,  and  the  whole  place 
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had  the  appearance  of  a  fair.  The  Indian^ 
now  reqwcdcd  to  fee  fome  mufkets  fired ;  but 
were  not  a  little  alarmed,  when  they  found 
that  the  animals  fired  at  were  inftantly  killed. 

The  boat  w^ich  the  Commodore  had  fent  to 
Ibund  having  found  an  excellent  paffage  to  the 
northward,  the  Etoile  failed  on  the  1 4th,  and 
being  got  fafe  without  the  reef,  her  Commander 
ftnt  the  boat  to  the  Boudeufe,  in  which  was  an 
officer,  who  having  furveyed  the  paffage,  and 
conduced  the  Etoile  to  a  place  of  fafety,  re- 
turned to  take  the  fame  care  of  Monf,  Bou- 
gainville's (hip. 

The  crew  of  the  Boudeufe  now  laboured 
inccffantly  in  compleating  her  (lock  of  water, 
and  in  bringing  her  efFeds  on  board.  The 
Commodore  took  pOffeffion  of  the  ifland,  for 
his  Sovereign,  by  an  infcription  carved  on  an 
oak  plank,  and  burying  in  a  bottle,  near  the 
building  they  had  occupied,  a  writing,  con- 
taining the  names  of  the  feveral  officers  con- 
cerned in  this  expedition :  and  this  method  he 
followed  invariably,  at  all  the  places  he  difco- 
vered  in  the  courfe  of  his  voyage. 

The  Boudeufe  fet  fail  early  in  the  morning 
of  the  15th,  and  the  Commodore  congratulated 
himfclf  on  having  got  clear  of  the  reefs,  when 
the  wind  fuddenly  dying  away,  the  tide,  and  a 
fwelling  fea  d^ove  the  fhip  violently  towards 
the  rocks,  on  which  fhe  muft  have  been  in- 
ftantly dalhed  in  pieces,  and  every  man  on 
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board  have  periflied,  except  the  few  who  could 
fwim  remarkably  well.  At  this  moment,  whca 
ihe  was  ready  to  ftrikc  on  the  rocks,  providen- 
tially a  weftern  breeze  fprang  up,  and,  in 
about  two  hours,  conveyed  our  voyagers  clear 
of  all  thofe  dangers  they  had  dreaded. 

Monf.  Bougainville  joined  the  Etoile  before 
the  evening,  and  a  itrong  gale  fpringing  up 
about  midnight,  they  let  all  their  fails,  and  fooa 
got  perfedly  clear  of  the  toait. 

Our  author  now  defcribes,  in  very  affeclinor 
terms,  what  paffed  at  his  taking  leave  of  the 
people  of  Otaheite  ;  and  we  fhall  endeavour 
not  to  fall  lliort  of  the  original,  in  the  tender- 
nefs  of  the  dcfcription  ;  convinced  that  the 
Englilh  language  is  at  leaft  as  well  adapted  for 
the  pathetic,  as  the  French,  or  any  other  Eu- 
ropean tongue. 

Soon  after  the  dawn  of  the  morning,  when 
the  Indians  obferved  that  their  vifitors  were 
making  preparations  for  their  departure,  Ereti 
came  haftily  on  board,  in  the  firft  boat  thac 
was  ready.  He  nc>7  clafped  in  his  arms,  em- 
braced, and  wept  over  thofe  new-made  ac- 
quaintance, whom  he  was  about  to  part  with 
for  ever. — This  fcene  was  fcarcely  ended,  when 
a  larger  boat,  in  which  were  the  wives  of  this 
generous  Chief,  came  along-fide  the  fhip,  laden 
with  a  variety  of  refrelhments. 

This  veflel  likewife  brought  off  the  Indian^ 
who,  on  their  Rrft  arrival,  had  (lept  on  board 
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the  Etoile.  This  man  was  called  Aotourou, 
Lreci  prefented  him  to  Monf.  Bougainville,  inti- 
mating his  determined  refolution  to  fail  with 
the  llrangers,  and  introatipg  permifTion  that  he 
might  do  ib.  This  requeft  being  complied  with, 
Ereti  prefented  him  to  the  officers  refpedivelyt 
faying,  that  he  trufted  a  well-beloved  friend,  to 
the  care  and  prote^ion  of  friends  equally  be- 
loved. 

Ereti  having  accepted  fome  prefents,  return- 
ed to  the  boat,  in  which  were  a  number  of 
weeping  beauties,  made  ftill  more  lovely  by 
their  tears.  —  With  him  went  Aotourou,  to 
take  a  melancholy  leave  of  a  lovely  damfel,  the 
dear  objed  of  his  regard.  He  took  three  pearls 
from  his  ears,  which  he  delivered  as  a  love- 
token  to  the  dcfponding  beauty ;  embraced  her 
.  affedionately,  tore  himfelf  from  her  arms,  and 
left  it  to  time  and  tears,  to  reftore  her  ferenity 
of  mind.— Who  that  reads  this  narrative  can 
fuppofe,  that  an  Indian  has  lefs  dignity  of  foul 
than  an  European ! 

Monf.  Bougainville  now  proceeds  to  a  defcrip- 
tion  of  the  iQand  of  Otaheite,  with  an  account 
of  the  manners  and  charadlers  of  its  inhabi- 
tants ;  and  in  this  part  of  his  hiftory  we  fhall 
trace  him  with  the  pen  of  accuracy. 

There  is  a  fine  bay,  about  ten  miles  in  depth, 
^3Ctween  a  cape,  which  advances  to  the  north, 
and  the  fouth-eafl-  point  of  the  illand.  Towards 
^he  bpttom  of  ;his  bay  the  coaft  is  almoft  level, 
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iind  this  part  appears  to  be  the  beft  peopled,  at 
well  as  the  mod  agreeable  part  of  the  country* 
In  a  paflage  between  the  two  moft  northerly 
idands,  there  is  good  anchorage  for  thirty  vef- 
fels.  The  reft  of  the  coaft  is  mountainous  land, 
and  in  moft  places  is  encompaflcd  by  reefs  of 
rocks,  fome  of  which  arc  almoft  covered  by 
the  fea,  while  others  are  left  fufficiently  deftituto 
of  water  to  be  confidered  as  iQands.  On  thefe 
the  natives  kindle  fires  every  night,  that  the 
crews  of  their  boats  may  fiOi  in  fafety.  Between 
thefe  rocks  are  fpaces,  through  which  a  fhip 
may  enter,  but  will  find  it  difiicult  to  get  an- 
chorage. 

The  mountains  at  a  diftance  from  the  coaft 
are  much  higher  than  it  is  ufual  for  hills  to  be 
in  countries  of  no  greater  extent.  Thefe,  being 
covered  with  verdure  and  fruits  of  various 
beautiful  and  delicious  kinds,  afford  the  richeit 
profped  that  the  imagination  can  form  an  idea 
of.  Springs,  ifiuing  from  the  mountains,  form 
themfelves  into  fi^'ulets,  which  meandring 
through  the  country,  ferve  at  once  to  fertilize 
and  adorn  ir. 

On  the  level  parts  of  the  ifland  the  houfes 
are  eredted,  under  the  Ihade  of  fruit  trees  5  not 
jn  regular  towns  or  villages,  but  feparately,  and 
where  the  fancy  of  the  owner  (hall  fix  the  fpot, 
J'ublic  walks,  kept  in  the  neateft  order,  lead 
fjom  one  refidence  to  another,  throughout  the 
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iiland,  fo  that  the  whole  appears  one  fccne  of 
enchanted  ground. 

The  principal  fruits  of  the  ifland  are  plan- 
tains, cocoa-nuts,  yams,  curaflbl  okras,  and 
the  bread-fruit.  Indico  and  fugar-canes  grow 
iwild  i  and  two  fubftances  proper  for  dying,  one 
red  and  the  other  yellow,  was  found  among 
the  natives  i  but  Monf.  Bougainville  could 
not  learn  from  what  vegetable  they  were  pro- 
duced. 

While  Aotourou  was  on  board  the  Boudeufc, 
it  appeared,  that  he  was  acquainted  with  many 
of  the  plants  and  fruits  in  the  pofleflion  of  the 
French,  which  he  called  by  their  Indian  names. 
Indeed,  the  fame  produdions  arc  common  to 
moft  countries  within  the  tropics. 

The  natives  ufc  the  cedar-  wood,  which  grows 
on  the  mountains,  for  the  conftrudion  of  the 
largeft  boats ;  and  they  make  a  fort  of  pikes, 
of  a  very  heavy  black  wood.  Their  fmaller 
boats  are  made  of  the  wood  of  the  bread-fruit 
tree,  which  is  extremely  loft,  and  full  of  gum. 

The  ifland  of  Otaheite  produces  very  rich 
pearls,  which  are  worn  by  the  women  and  chil- 
dren ;  but  thefe  were  fecreted  almoll  as  foon 
as  the  French  landed,  and  were  feen  no  more 
during  their  flay.  A  fort  of  callanets,  inftru- 
ments  ufed  by  the  Indian  dancers,  are  formed 
out  of  the  fhcUs  of  the  pearl- oyfl:ers. 

The  only  quadrupedes  feen  on  the  ifland 
Vferc  hogs^  fm^U   but  handibme  dogs  -,  and 
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rats;  the  lall  of  which  are  very  numerous. 
Of  wir~f:d  animals  there  are  parroquets  of 
exquifite  beauty,  the  feathers  of  which  are  red 
and  blue,  moll  happily  blended :  pidgeons, 
rather  larger  than  ours,  of  a  deep  blue  colour, 
and  mod  delicate  tafte  :  and  common  domeltic 
poultry,  differing  in  no  refpeft  from  thofe  of 
Europe.  The  hogs  and  fowls  feed  on  plantains 
only,  fo  that  the  purity  of  their  food  mufl  cn- 
fure  the  goodnefs  of  the  meat. 

Monf.  Bougainville  obtained,  by  his  traffick 
with  the  natives,  about  140  hogs,  and  more 
than  eight  hundred  fowls ',  and  he  might  have 
procured  much  larger  numbers,  if  his  ftay  had 
been  longer. 

No  venomous  animals  were  feen  on  this  iHand, 
nor  any  of  thofe  noxious  infc6ts,  which  are 
common  to,  and  arc  the  greateft  curfc  of,  hot 
climates. 

There  can  remain  no  doubt  of  the  falubrity 
of  the  air  of  Otaheitc  •,  for  though  the  French 
laboured  hard  all  day  in  the  heat  of  the  fun^ 
and  were  frequently  in  the  water,  and  flept 
all  night  in  the  open  air,  on  the  bare  ground, 
not  a  fingle  pcrfon  contracted  any  diforder; 
while  thofe  who  were  landed  for  the  cure 
of  the  fcurvy  recovered  very  faft,  and 
many  of  them  acquired  fo  much  ftrcngth, 
that  their  cure  was  perfc(5ted  on  board  the 
(hips.     • :.    '  .      .'■ 
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Our  author  mentions,  as  an  undoubted  proof" 
of  the  healthinefs  of  iht  limaie,  the  ftrcngtii 
of  its  inhabitants,  who  ./.ow  to  an  extreme 
old  age,  without  feeling  any  of  its  inconve- 
niences,  though  they  fleep  only  on  a  few  leaves, 
ilrewed  on  the  ground,  in  huts  ill  adapted  to 
defend  them  from  the  inclemencies  of  the 
weather. 

The  chief  articles  of  food  among  the  natives 
are  fifh  and  vegetables.  Flefli  is  feldom  eaten 
even  by  grown  perfons ;  and  by  the  young  women 
and  children  never.  Their  drink  is  pure  water  j 
and  from  this  temperance  doubtlefs  arifes,  in  a 
great  meafure,  that  freedom  from  difeafe,  which 
is  one  of  their  greateft  bleffings.  Thefe  people 
were  averfe  to  the  taftc  and  fmell  of  every 
thing  ftrong  -,  particularly  tobacco,  fpices, 
brandy  and  wine. 

The  natives  of  Otahcite  are  of  twa  diftindl 
tribes,  having  no  perfonal  refemblance,  yec 
prafbifmg  the  fame  cuftoms,  alTociating  together 
in  the  moft  friendly  manner,  and  converfing  in 
the  fame  dialed.  The  firft  race  of  thefe  peo- 
ple are  much  taller,  larger,  and  better  pro- 
portioned than  the  other.  Few  of  thefe  are 
kfs  than  fix  feet  high,  and  fo  extremely  well 
made,  that,  as  our  author  fays,  "  in  order  to 
*'  paint  a  Hercules  or  a  Mars,  one  could  no 
•'where  find  fuch  beautiful  models."  Their 
features  are  perfectly  like  thofe  of  the  inhabi- 
tants of  Europe :  (heir  hair  is  black,  and  their 
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fkins  rather  brown;  but  this  is  arrribiited  to 
their  being  fo  much  cxpofed  to  the  fun  and  air. 
Monf.  Bougainville  does  not  fay  which  of  the 
European  nations  they  refcmble,  and  therefore 
it  muft  be  concluded,  that  he  means  the  French ; 
in  which  cafe  an  Englilh  lady  would  fcarcely  give 
him  credit  for  the  extravagant  encomiums 
which  he  laviflies  on  the  beauty  of  the  Otahei- 
tcans  ;  on  the  contrary,  (he  will  be  apt  to  con- 
clude, that  better  models  for  a  Hercules  or  a 
Mars  may  be  found  between  Berwick  upon 
Tweed,  and  the  lands-end  in  Cornwall. 

The  other  tribe  of  thefe  Indians  are  about 
the  middle  ftature,  have  almoft  the  features  and 
complexion  of  Mulattoes,  and  rough,  curled 
hairj  as  ftrong  as  the  bridles  of  a  hog.  Ao- 
tourou  was  of  this  tribe,  and  the  fon.of  one  of 
the  Chiefs  of  the  illand. 

Our  author  fays  that  this  Indian's  want  of  per- 
fonal  beauty,  was  amply  recompenfed  by  the 
goodnefs  of  his  underllanding  •,  but  this  afier- 
tion  has  been  flatly  contradicted  by  the  tefti- 
mony  of  feveral  Englifh  gentlemen,  who  faw 
Aotourou,  during  his  refidence  at  Paris,  and 
who  reprefent  him  as  one  of  the  moft  ignorant 
blockheads  they  had  ever  known.  Henct; 
it  ihould  feem,  that  Englifh  and  French  ideas 
are  extremely  at  variance,  rcfpecting  Indian 
abilities  and  attainments. 

Both  the  tribes  fliave  the  upper  part  of  the 

face,  permitting  the  beard  on  the  chin  to  grow, 
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find  a  whiiker  on  each  lip.  Some  of  them 
bind  the  hair  on  the  top  of  the  head,  while 
others  cut  it  fhort,  but  all  of  them  rub  the  oil 
of  the  cocoa-nut  into  the  hair  and  beard. 
1  hey  permit  all  their  nails  to  grow  to  a  great 
lengtli,  except  that  of  the  middle  finger  of  the 
right  hand.  Among  tbefe  people  one  cripple 
only  was  fcen ;  and  it  was  fuppofed  that  he  got 
his  hurt  by  a  fall.  The  Surgeon  informed 
Monf.  Bougainville,  that  many  of  the  natives 
were  marked  with  the  fmall  pox  :  and  he  fays, 
he  took  every  precaution  that  the  venereal  dif- 
©rder  ihoukl  not  be  communicated  to  thefc 
happy,  unoffending  people  j  but  it  appears  from 
Captain  Cook's  account^  that  fome  unge- 
nerous Frenchman  was  bafe  enough  to  plant 
this  dreadful  malady,  in  a  country  where,  from 
Monf.  Bougainville's  own  account,  it  is  more 
likely  to  fpread  than  in  any  other  part  of  the 
world,  on  account  of  the  extreme  attachment 
of  the  inhabitants  to  the  Cytherean  fports.— 
Aotourou  is  probably  arrived  at  his  native 
country  before  this  time,  and  has  informed  the 
iQanders  that  their  late  vifitors  were  French- 
men }  in  which  cafe  the  poor  Indians  will  have 
ample  reafon  to  call  the  diforder  by  its  genuine 
name,  the  French  difeafe. 

The  ladies  and  gentlemen  of  Otaheite  ftaia 
the  lower  parts  of  their  backs,  and  their  thighs, 
with  a  deep  blue  ;  the  method  of  doing  which 
having  been  already  mentioned  in  our  account 
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cf  Captain  Cook's  voyage,  need  not  be  here 
repeated.  Monf.  Bougainville  mentions  it  as  a 
fingular  circumftance,  that  the  pradice  of 
painting  the  body  has  always  prevailed  among 
the  people  of  all  countries,  at  the  time  when 
they  bordered  on  a  ftate  of  nature:  it  is,  in- 
deed, a  well  known  faft,  that  the  ancient  Bri- 
tons were  found  ftained  with  wood,  when  Ju- 
lius Caefar  made  his  firft  defcent  on  this  illand. 

The  natives  of  Otaheite  wear  pearls,  and 
flowers  of  different  kinds,  Iq  their  ears.  They 
likewife  make  a  frequent  pra6lice  of  bathing 
their  bodies,  conftantly  wafhing  ihemfelves  be- 
fore they  either  eat  or  drink ;  fo  that  they  are 
to  be  ranked  among  the  moft  cleanly  people  in 
the  univerfe. 

Our  author  rcprefcnts  thcfe  iflanders  as  good* 
natured  and  benevolent  in  a  high  degree.  He 
fays,  that,  though  the  feveral  dillridts  are  go- 
verned each  by  its  own  Chief,  public  war,  or 
private  animofity  feemed  to  be  equally  unknown 
on  the  illand.  The  natives  feem  not  to  enter- 
tain even  the  flighteft  doubt  of  the  integrity  of 
each  other,  and  appear  to  enjoy,  in  common, 
whatever  is  neceffary  to  the  fupport  of  life. 
Their  houfes  are  always  open  night  and  day, 
and  whoever  enters  may  freely  eat  of  whatever 
he  finds.  In  like  manner  they  gather  fruit 
from  every  tree  j  and  all  the  level  country  being 
a  kind  of  continued  orchard,  fccms  tp  be  but 
on?  common  property. 

L  1  2  Yet 
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Yet  were  thefe  people,  with  fuch  exaltecj 
ideas  of  general  benevolence,  moft  dextrous  in 
Healing  the  property  of  the  French.  The 
Chiefs,  however,  did  not  encourage  their  in- 
feriors in  thefe  depredations ;  on  the  contrary, 
they  requelled  the  officers  to  kill  thofe  who 
fliould  be  detected  in  an  ad  of  tht^ft :  but  they 
would  never  take  this  difagreeable  tafl^  on  them- 
felves. — When  a  thief  was  pointed  out  to 
Ereti,  he  would  run  after  till  he  had  overtaken 
him,  and  then  compelling  him  to  reftore  the 
lliolen  goods,  he  punifhed  the  offence  by  a  num- 
ber of  Ilripes. 

Monf.  Bougainville  fays,  he  had  conceived 
an  idea,  that  thefe  people  had  no  feverer  pu- 
nifnment  among  them  than  this  kind  of  whip- 
ping ;  for  tliey  feemed  to  commiferate  the  fate 
of  fome  of  the  French  feamen,  whom  they 
faw  put  in  irons  ;  but  our  author  has  been  fmce 
informed,  that  they  have  a  cuftom  of  punifli- 
ing  theft,  by  hanging  the  felon  on  a  tree. 

Although  the  inhabitants  of  Otaheite  main- 
tain perpetual  peace  among  themfelvcs ;  yet 
it-  feldom  happens,  but  that  they  are  engaged  in 
"Vvar  with  the  natives  of  the  adjacent  iflands. 

They  have  large  veffels,  called  Periaguas, 
in  which  they  defcend  on  the  pnemies  country, 
and  even  engage  in  fea-fights.  A  pike  and  a 
bow  with  a  fling  are  all  their  arms. 

If  Aotourou*s  information  is  to  be  depended 
pn,  the  confequences  of  their  battles  are  very 
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fatal  to  the  vanquiflied.  The  men  and  boys 
who  are  made  prifoners,  are  ftripped  of  their 
flcins,  and  the  beards  of  the  men  are  taken  off, 
and  carried  away  in  triumph,  as  enfigns  of  the 
vidtory.  The  conquerors  take  with  them  the 
women  and  girls,  with  whom  they  frequently 
cohabit — Aotourou  declared  himfelf  the  fon  of 
one  of  thefe  unnatural  alliances,  his  mother 
being  a  native  of  Oopoa,  an  ifland  not  far  dif- 
tant  from  Otahelte,  with  the  inhabitants  of 
which  they  are  frequently  at  war.  Monf.  Bou- 
gainville afcribes  the  difference  obferved  be- 
twecn  the  two  races  of  people,  to  this  inter- 
courfe  with  the  captive  women  of  the  adjacent 
iflands. 

The  principal  people  on  the  ifland  have  a 
number  of  fervants,  who  fubmit  to  their  or- 
ders with  the  moft  unreferved  obedience ',  and, 
in  each  diftridl,  the  will  of  the  Chief  is  a  law, 
from  the  authority  of  which  there  is  no  appeal ; 
but  the  Chief  himfelf  dc;,;  not  come  to  r'ny 
refolution  refpe^fling  matttm  of  great  import- 
ance, till  he  has  previGuHy  conluited  with  the 
principal  inhabitants.  The  reader  will  recoi- 
led, than  the  truth  r  f  this  circi-'mftance  is 
evinced,  by  the  repeated  counfels  which  were 
held  on  occaHon  of  the  French  havinsc  deter- 
mined  to  take  up  their  refidence  on  fliore. 

When  an  inhabitant  of  Otaheire  dies,  his 
body  is  depoiitcd  on  a  kind  of  bier,  ;.laced  uii- 
fier  a  fhed,  to  which  the  women  reibrt  daily, 
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and  anoint  the  corpfc  with  the  oil  of  the  cocoa- 
nut.  In  thefe  places  they  are  left,  till  all  the 
flefh  is  wafted  from  the  bones,  and  then  the 
fkdeton  is  conveyed  to  the  hut  of  his  relations, 
where  a  perfon,  who  appears  to  have  great  au- 
thority, attends,  and  being  dreflcd  in  a  habit 
peculiar  to  the  occailon,  he  performs  fome  fo- 
kmn  ceremonies  :  but  how  long  the  Ikeletons 
are  kept  in  the  houfes,  our  author  had  no  op- 
portunity of  knowing. 

Moof.  Bougainville  endeavoured  to  learn  of 
Aotourou  the  religious  ceremonies  of  his  coun- 
trymen*, and,  if  they  mutually  underllood 
each  other,  it  will  appear,  that  the  people  of 
Otaheite  are  fupcrftitious  in  a  high  degree* 
that  the:  fupreme  authority  is  vefted  in  the 
priefts;  ih^t  their  principal  Deity  is  called 
Eri-t-Era,  that  is.  King  of  Lights  or  of  the 
SMn\  befides  whom  they  acknowledge  a  number 
of  inferior  divinities,  fome  of  whom  produce 
evil,  and  others  good :  that  the  general  name 
ot  thefe  miniftering  fpirits  is  Eatoua  •,  and  that 
the  natives  fuppofetwoof  thefe  divinities  attend 
each  affair  of  confequence  in  human  life,  de- 
termining its  fate  cither  advantagcoufly  or  other- 
wife. 

To  one  circumftance  our  author  fpeaks  in 
decifive  tcr^ns.  He  (ays,  that  when  the  moon 
exhibits  a  certain  afpei^,  which  bears  the  name 
of  Malama  Tatnai,  [the  moon  in  a  ftate  of  war] 
the  natives  offer  up  human  facrifices. 

Monf. 
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Monf.  Bougainville  mentions  one  circnm- 
(lance,  as  a  proof  that  thefe  people  originated 
on  the  continent,  from  whence  their  anceftors 
muft  have  emigrated.  When  any  one  fneezes,  his 
companions  cry  out,  Evaroua-t-eatoua -,  "  that 
*'  is,  may  the  good  genius  awaken  thee  ;**  or, 
"  may  not  the  evil  genius  lull  thee  aQeep." 

The  principal  people  on  the  ifland  appear 
to  have  many  wives ;  and  our  author  thinks 
polygamy  is  common  among  them  all.  The 
rich  are  chiefly  diftinguiOied  from  the  poor  by 
keeping  a  greater  number  of  the  fair  fex  ;  for 
univerfal  love  is  the  charafteriftic  of  the  inha^ 
bitants  of  Otaheite.  Both  the  parents  feem 
cqally  fond  of  nurfing  their  infants.  The  mer( 
employ  themfclves  principally  m  war,  fifhing, 
and  agriculture,  while  the  women  have  little  to 
do,  but  to  render  themfclves  agreeable  by  their 
afTiduity  to  pleafe :  they  fubmit  implicitly  to  thd 
will  of  the  men,  and  the  woman  who  Ihould 
proftitute  herfelf  without  the  permifTion  of  her 
hufband,  would  atone  for  her  infidelity  with 
her  life.  Yet  is  the  permiffion  of  the  huiband 
to  gratify  her  paffions,  in  what  way  fhe  pleafe^ 
fo  eafily  obtained,  that  thefe  fair  ones  are  not 
under  the  leafl:  temptation  to  difobcdience  :  in 
fad,  the  wife  generally  yields  her  perfon  at  the 
folicitation  of  her  hufband  -,  jealoufy,  therefore, 
one  would  imagine,  muft  be  a  paffion  quite  un- 


known among  them. 
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The  fingle  woman  follows,  implicitly,  the 
dictates  of  her  heart,  and  yields  her  perfon  at 
her  own  difcretion ;  and,  the  more  numerous  the 
favours  flie  has  granted,  the  better  her  chance 
of  obtaining  a  hufband.  The  examples  perpe- 
tually before  her  eyes,  the  hymeneal  fongs  of 
the  natives,  their  dances,  and  their  attitudes, 
added  to  the  fedudtive  warmth  of  the  climate, 
all  confpire  to  render  that  circumftance  no  vice 
at  Otaheitc,  which  would  be  deemed  fo  in  Eng- 
land. Love  is  at  once  the  bufinefs  and  the 
pleafure  of  the  natives  of  this  iQand ;  and  at 
his  (lirine,  all  its  inhabitants  bend  with  the  mod 
fervent  devotion.  They  dance  to  the  mufic  of 
a  drum,  and  fmg  to  the  flute  blown  with  the 
nofe.  They  likewife  divert  themfelves,  occa- 
fionally,  with  a  kind  of  wreHling,  which  at 
once  braces  the  nerves,  and  relaxes  the  mind ; 
though  in  this  place,  of  all  parts  of  the  world, 
the  mind  feems  to  require  the  leall  relaxation, 
for  almoft  the  whole  bufinefs  of  the  iflanders 
confifts  in  pleafure. 

Our  author  fays,  that  the  inhabitants  of 
Otaheite  are  a  witty  and  humorous  people,  which 
he  attributes  to  their  living  in  eafe  and  jollity.—. 
That  eafe  may  make  a  man  happy,  we  will 
rciidily  allow  •,  but  that  it  can  create  humour,  or 
infpire  wii,  we  mull  beg  leave  to  deny  : — per- 
haps the  duUeft  fellows  this  day  to  be  found  on 
the  habitable  globe,  are  among  thofe  who  are 
cafy  and  independant  in  point  of  fortune,  and 
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()erhaps,  too,  fome  of  the  moft  humorous  and 
witty  may  be  found  among  thofe  who  know 
not  where  to  obtain  a  fccond  fhilling  when  the 
prcfent  is  expended.  This,  at  lead,  is  the  cafe 
in  London :  it  may,  poflibly,  fare  dificrently 
with  the  Parifians,  almoft  all  of  whcm  being 
poor  and  merry,  may  fancy  themfelvcs  wits 
and  humourifts.  In  a  word,  wit  and  humour 
are  not  the  gifts  of  fortune,  but  of  Nature, 

Monf.  Bougainville  charges  €ne  people  of 
Otaheite  with  a  ficklenefs  of  difpofition,  which 
was  deemed  aftonifhing.  Every  new  objeffc 
ftruck  their  attention,  but  nothing  engaged  it 
for  more  than  a  few  minutes.  To  refled  was, 
to  them,  a  work  of  labour,  and  they  fccmed 
to  prefer  bodily  to  mental  cxercifes. — This, 
with  our  ingenious  author's  permiflion,  is  a  proof 
of  their  good  fenfe  :  every  man,  who  can  think 
at  all,  mull  know,  that  the  labour  of  the  mind 
exceeds  that  of  the  limbs,  in  proportion  as  the 
foul  is  fuperior  to  the  body  !  For  this  reafon  we 
pay  not  an  artift  as  wc  pay  a  porter ;  the  one 
will  earn  an  hundred  pounds,  while  the  other  is 
drudging  for  as  many  fhillings :  but  the  porter 
can  drudge  on  for  life,  while  the  artift,  if  he 
acquire  not  fufficient  to  retire  with  decency  at 
an  early  period,  will  pine  away  a  wretched  old 
age  in  unmericed  penury  ! 

The  natives  of  Otaheite  are  ingenious,  be- 
yond deicription,  in  the  conttrudkion  of  their 
iiniing-tackle,  the  hooks  of  which  are  of  mo* 
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ther  of  pfarl,  and  wrougFit  as  nicely  as  if  with 
Furopt-an  tools.  With  threads  drawn  from  the 
/uiftTican  Jiloe  they  form  ihcir  nets,  which  are 
made  like  thofe  of  France,  and  other  nations  of 
liurope.  Their  houfes,  too,  arc  exceedingly 
well  built,  and  the  palm-leaves,  with  which  they 
arc  thatched,  are  laid  on  with  great  fkill  and 
cade. 

The  boats  (or  periaguas)  of  thefe  people  are 
of  two  kinds.  The  former  very  large,  hollow- 
ed out  of  huge  trees,  and  finifhed  with  much 
tafte,  parts  of  other  trees  being  added  as  or- 
naments :-^  the  latter  fmall,  and  of  muth  ruder 
conftruflion.— But  thefe  kinds  of  boats  having 
been  repeatedly  defcribed  in  this  and  other  books 
of  voyages,  it  is  unneceflary  to  fay  more  of 
them. 

In  order  to  convey  themfelves  from  one  ifland 
to  another,  they  fix  beams  of  wood  from  the 
ftarboard  fide  of  one  veflel  to  the  larboard  of 
the  other,  leaving  an  intermediate  fpace  of 
fomething  more  than  a  yard ;  and  over  the 
flern  of  both  the  boats  they  eredt  a  kind  of 
hut,  liphtly  built,  and  covered  with  reeds, 
which  lerves  as  a  repofitory  for  their  provifions, 
and  a  Ihelter  againfl:  the  inclemency  of  the 
weather. 

Two  boats  thus  lalhed  together  never  over- 
fet ;  and  are  therefore  much  in  ufe  among  the 
t)eople  of  fuperior  rank :  the  fails  of  thefe  vcf- 
•  -  -  fcls 
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fels  are  nearly  fquare,  and  confift  of  mats, 
ilrctched  out  by  means  of  pieces  of  cane. 

The  only  tools  in  ufc  among  the  natives  of 
Otaheltc  are  pieces  of  fhells  made  fharp,  for 
boring  holes  in  wood,  and  a  chlird,  in  the  Eu- 
ropean make,  the  blade  of  wiiich  is  formed  of 
a  hard  black  (lone. 

The  natives  manufadture  that  remarkable 
kind  of  cloth  which  forms  their  drels  :  a  Ihrub 
is  cultivated  near  all  the  Indian  huts,  from  the 
rind  of  which  this  cloth  is  made,  by  beating  it 
on  a  fmooth  board,  and  occafionally  fprinkling 
it  with  water,  till  it  is  as  thin  as  paper,  and 
fomething  like  it,  only  much  more  pliable. 
Thus  they  make  cloth  of  different  thicknefs, 
which  they  afterwards  dye ;  but  their  procefs 
in  the  dying  it  Monf.  Bougainville  had  no  op- 
portunity of  feeing. 

Our  author  now  employs  two  or  three  pages 
in  defence  of  his  conduct  in  bringing  Aotourou 
from  his  native  idand,  in  anfwer  to  fome  illibe- 
ral reBedions  which  l^ad  been  caft  on  him  i  and 
then  he  proceeds  to  defcribe  fome  particulars  of 
the  Indian's  behaviour  during  hi^  refidence. 
This  account  fhould  certainly  have  appeared 
as  a  fupplement  to  the  Volume ;  but  we  take  ic 
as  it  (lands. 

Monf.  Bougainville  fays  he  endeavoured,  at 
a  great  trouble  and  expence,  to  render  Aotou- 
rou's  refidence  at  Paris  both  improving  and  en- 
tertaining to  him.    The  curiofity  of  the  public 
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to  view  this  (Iranger  was  infatiable  •,  and  tho 
foolifh  Parifians  were  aftonilhcd  to  learn,  that 
there  was  any  country  on  the  face  of  the  earth, 
where  neither  French,  F.nglilh,  nor  Spanifh 
was  fpokcn.  Monf.  Pougainville  happily  ridi- 
cules this  ftrange  kind  of  ignorance  ;  but  he 
does  not  feem  to  wonder,  that  it  fhould  prevail 
among  thofc  who  had  never  been  without  the 
walls  of  the  city  which  gave  them  birth. 

Our  author  is  likewife  very  fcverc  on  a  fet  of 
critics,  who  Teemed  to  wonder  that  Aotourou 
could  live  among  Frenchmen  almolt  two  years, 
and  yet  learn  only  a  very  few  words  of  their 
language.  To  account  for  this,  Monf.  Bou- 
gainville mentions  a  phyfical  obftru6lion  in  the 
organs  of  his  fpeech;  his  age,  which  rathfrr 
exceeded  thirty  years  j  the  deficiency  of  a  me- 
mory never  cxercifed  by  ftudy ;  and  the  pof- 
fefling  only  a  very  limited  number  of  ideas, 
relative  to  the  trifling  wants  of  the  natives  of 
his  happy  ifland.  Hence  our  author  concludes, 
that  he  muft  firft  of  all  have  created  **  a  world 
«'  of  previous  ideas,  in  a  niind  as  indolent  as 
**  his  body",  before  he  could  adapt  them  to 
the  French  words  proper  to  exprcfs  them. 

Though  Aotourou  was  thus  deficient  in  the 
language  of  prance,  yet  the  ftreets  of  Paris 
were  qiiite  familiar  to  him.  He  went  out  daily 
without  attendants,  and  found  his  way  readily 
^rough  the  whole  city.  He  frequently  bought 
{;hipgs,  and  was  fcldom  defrauded  in  the  pur- 
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chafe.  None  of  the  public  divcrfions  had  any 
charms  for  him  but  the  opera,  to  which  he  went 
regularly :  for  he  knew  the  nights  on  which  it 
was  to  be  performed,  and  paid  the  fame  for  ad- 
mittance as  other  people  :  his  great  fondneis 
for  dancing  was  what  rendered  the  opera  fo  a- 


greeable  to  him. 


He  was  exceedingly  grateful  to  thofe  who 
conferred  any  obligations  on  him,  nor  did  he 
ever  forget  their  perfons  or  their  favours.  The 
dutchefs  of  ChoiL.  '  flood  foremoil  in  the  lift 
of  his  friends,  and  .  xprefled  more  gratitude 
for  the  poJitc  attention  with  which  fhe  treated 
him,  than  even  for  the  numerous  prefents  which 
he  received  at  her  hands :  and  as  often  as  he 
heard  of  that  lady's  being  arrived  from  her 
country-feat*  he  would  immediately  go  and  vific 
her. 

After  a  refidence  of  eleven  months  at  Paris, 
Aotourou  was  put  on  board  the  Briflbn,  at  Ro-, 
chelle,  which  (hip  was  deftined  to  convey  him 
to  the  ifle  of  France,  whither  orders  were  fent  to 
the  Governor  and  intendant,  to  tranfport  him 
thence  to  his  own  country.  Monf.  Bougainville 
gave  about  1500 1.  fterling,  towards  the  fitting 
out  the  Briflbn  for  this  voyage  5  and  the  Dut- 
chefs of  Choifeul  ordered  a  confiderable  lum  to 
be  expended  in  cattle,  feeds,  implements  of 
hufbandry,  &c.  which  were  /hipped  for  the 
v.(e  of  the  natives  of  Otaheite.  Monf.  Bou- 
gainville concludes  this  part  of  his  narrative 
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with  the  following  very  humane  and  equally 
political  ;wi(h.  **  O  may  Aotourou  foon  fee 
his  countrymen  again  !*' 

Our  author  now  proceeds  to  inform  us  of 
ieveral  particulars^  with  which  his  converfation 
with  this  adventroUs  iflander  had  made  him 
acquainted.  If  Monf.  Bougainville  be  not 
milled  in  his  information,  the  flate  of  fa6);s 
will  appear  to  be,  that  the  inhabitants  of  Ota- 
heitr  pay  their  devotions  to  the  Deity,  at  the 
rifing  and  fetting  of  the  fbn  i  that  their  fupreme 
God  is  incapable  of  reprefentation  •,  but  that 
they  have  two  clafies  of  inl«rtor  deities,  who 
are  repreiented  by  figures  carved  in  wood. 
Exdufive  «f  thefe  regular  devotions^  the  na- 
tives of  Otaheite  pmftict  d  nomber  of' fuper- 
ftitious  ccreniontes,'  in  oSrder  to  advert  the  in- 
fluence of  the  evil  genii.  .1 
,  While  Aotouroa  win  at  Paris,  in  1769,  a 
comet  appifared,  Which  furnifiied  MonC  Bou- 
gainville with  sin  <)(ipt>rtuftity  of  knowing  that 
thefe  kind  of  ftars  had  been  frequently  obferved 
at  Otaheite  %  but  that  the  natives  do  not  fup- 
pofe  that  they  are  portentous  of  any  evil  con- 
fequence  i  oti  the  contrary,  what  we  call  fhoot- 
iiig  ftars,  are,  by  th9re  people,  deemed  evil 
genii. — How  far  it  was  pofllble  for  Aotourou 
to  expkin  himfelf  to  Monf.  Bougainville,  on 
i^dronomipal  fv[|;>ied8»  islcftlP.th^  rejider*s  re- 
ile^k>ni    ,^J: 
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The  more  enlightened  people  of  Otaheite 
have  names  for  the  fun,  moon,  and  ftars ;  by 
which,  without  the  aflTiftance  of  the  needle  or 
compaCs,  they  ftcer  their  courfe  night  and  day, 
failing,  at  feme  times,  not  lefs  than  eight  hun- 
dred miles  from  iQand  to  ifland.  In  the  day- 
time they  are  guided  by  the  fun,  and  by  tlie 
liars  in  the  nights  .  .  : 

Monf.  Bougainville  learnt  from  Aotourou 
the  names  of  feveral  iflands,  in  the  feas  near 
Otaheite,  the  natives  of  fome  of  which  were 
in  friendfhip,  and  thofe  of  others  at  war,  wit|^ 
his  countrymen.  Of  the  former  are  Tapoua- 
malTou,  Oumaitia,  Aca,  Maoroua,  and  Ai- 
meo  i  of  the  latter,  Oopoa,  Toumaraa,  Otaa, 
Aiatea,  and  Papara ;  all  which  areteprefented  as 
about  equal  in  extent  with  Otaheite. 

There  is  an  ifland,  called  Fare,  the  inhabi- 
tants of  which  are  alternately  at  war  and  in 
friendfhip  with  the  natives  of  Otaheite.  In 
thefe  Teas  are  likewife  two  fmall  iilands,  called 
Toupai,  and  Enoua-Motou,  which  are  not  in- 
habited, but  yield  abundance  of  fruit,  fowls, 
and  hogs,  while  their  coail9  abound  with  tur* 
tie,  and  other  fiih  ^  but  the  people  of  Ota- 
heite conceiving  thefe  iflands  to  be  the  refidence 
of  evil  genii,  deeqi  it  a  certain  fign  of  mil- 
fortune,  if  either  curioOty  or  chance  fhould 
lead  any  boat  to  their  coafts  i  and  it  is  fuppofed^ 
that  thofe  who  endeavour  to  land  there  will 
perifl)  io  liie  attempt      v  0 
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The  moft  diftant  of  all  the  iflands  above- 
mentioned  is  not  more  than  about  fifteen  days 
fail  from  Otaheite,  even  with  the  boats  of  that 
ifland*,  and  Monf.   Bougainville  conjectures, 
that  Aotourou  had  no  idea  of  going  farther 
\vhen  he  em'barked  on  board  the  Boudeufe.— 
If  this  conjcfture  be  well  founded,  there  cer- 
tainly  was  not  fo  much  magnanimity  in  this  In- 
dian's behaviour  as  we  have  been  hitherto  taught 
to  believe : — but  there  are  great  inconfiftencies 
in  the  writings  of  our  voyager,  which  the  rea- 
der will  pardon,  in  favour  of  his  vanity.     It  is 
our  duty  to  corred  and  amend  as  we  proceed. 
•    Monf.  Bougainville  at  iirfl:  imagined,  that  the 
inhabitants  of  Otaheite  were  nearly  equal  in 
point  of  rank,  and  that  their  happinefs  was  to 
be  envied,  from  their  fuppofed  equality :  but 
he  now,  from  the  information  of  Aotourou, 
correfts  that  error,  and  confeiTes  that,  *'  the 
*'  diftindtion  of  ranks  is  very  great,"  and  "  the 
••  difproportion  very  tyrannical." — The  Chiefs, 
and  other  men  in  power,  difpofe  of  the  lives 
of  their  dependants  at  their  pleafure ;  and  our 
author  thinks,  that  they  have  the  power  of  ex- 
erting this  cruel  prerogative  over  the  common 
people,  who  are  not  immediately  dependant  on 
them.     The  vulgar  are  diftinguiftied  by  the 
appellation  of  Tataeinowt  that  is,  vile  men; 
and   it  is  mentioned,  as  an  indubitable  fad, 
that  thofe  doomed  for  facriBces  are  fcledted  from 
the  Plebeian  race.    The  Grandees  only  eat  fi(h 

and 


Gi 

jove- 
1  days 
:  that 
lures, 
arthcr 
ufe.— 
e  cer- 
his  In- 


ROUND    THE    WORLD.    281 

and  fleili,  while  the  common  people  fubfift 
fcntirely  on  pulfe  and  fruits.  Indeed  the  dif- 
tindion  of  rank  appears  to  be  very  great  •,  for 
perfons  of  eminence  are  lighted  from  place  to 
place  in  the  night,  with  a  wood  of  lliperior 
quality  to  that  which  the  vulgar  are  allowed  to 
burn.  The  tree  called  the  weeping  willow  is 
planted  only  before  the  houfes  of  the  Chiefs  or 
Kings,  and  their  public  dinners  are  held  be- 
neath its  fhade.  ' 

The  fervants  of  the  great  men  are  diftin- 
guifhed  by  a  kind  of  fafti,  worn  round  the 
body,  which  is  placed  acrofs  the  loins,  or  high- 
er up,  till  it  comes  clofe  under  the  arm-pits, 
in  proportion  to  the  rank  of  the  m after. 

The  natives  of  Otaheite  make  two  regular 
meals  daily,  one  juft  after  noon,  and  the  other 
as  foon  as  the  fun  is  gone  down.  The  fervants 
cook  the  vidluals,  which  are  ferved  up  by  the 
wives,  who  eat  after  their  hufbands  have  done. 

When  the  men  die,  the  women  go  into 
mourning  for  them;  but  this  compliment  is 
not  returned  on  the  part  of  the  men.  The  chil- 
dren wear  mourning  a  long  time  after  the  death 
of  the  father,  and  on  the  deceafe  of  a  king, 
the  whole  nation  is  in  fables.  The  mourning 
confiils  of  a  head-drefs  of  black  feathers,  and 
a  veil  drawn  over  the  face. 

Aotourou  informed  Monf.  Bougainville,  that 

this  veil  was  very  favourable  to  the  wi(he$  of 

thofe  women  whofe  hufbands  were  not  fo  com- 
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plaifant  as  his  countrymen  in  general  are.  This 
arifes  from  the  following  circumftance.  When 
the  mourners  go  out,  a  number  of  flaves  walk 
before  them,  beating  the  caftanets  to  a  folemn 
melancholy  tune,  which  is  confidered  as  a  notice 
for  all  perfons  to  keep  at  a  diftance  from  the 
afflidted:  rhus,  the  veil  over  the  face,  and 
the  found  of  an  inftrumcnt  from  which  every 
one  Bies,  cannot  but  be  aufpicious  to  the  wi(h- 
es  of  the  enraptured  lovers. 

When  any  perfon  is  dangeroufly  ill,  all  his 
relations  repair  to  his  houfe,  and  remain  there 
till  he  is  either  dead  or  out  of.,  danger,  each,  in 
his  turn,  attending  the  fick  man.  Their  me- 
thod of  bleeding  is  very  fingular.  An  inferior 
prieft,  called  Taoua,  is  the  phyfician,  who 
iliii^es  the  cranium  with  a  piece  of  (harp 
wood,whichopens  the  fagittal  vein ;  and  when  he 
deems  the  patient  to  have  bled  fufficiently,  he 
ties  on  a  bandage,  which  clofes  the  orifice  ;  the 
day  following  he  wafhes  the  wound,  and  no 
ill  confequence  cnfues. 

Monf.  Bougainville  fays,  that  the  preceding 
account  contains  every  thing  he  could  learn  rc» 
fpeding  the  cuftoms  of  Otaheite,  either  on  the 
jiland,  or  from  the  information  of  Aotourou. 
Our  author  remarks,  that  fome  words  fpoken 
by  the  natives  of  Otaheite,  arc  to  be  found  in 
.  a  vocabulary  at  the  end  of  La  M aire's  voyage, 
under  the  title  of  the  **  Vocabulary  of  Cocos 
**  illand**,  which  being  mentioned  as  lying 
,      >        '  nearly 
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nearly  in  the  fame  latitude  with  Ocaheice,  is 
conjectured  to  be  one  of  thofe  idands,  the  names 
of  which  were  recited  by  Aotourou. 

The  language  of  the  people  of  Otaheite  is 
defer! bed  by  Monf.  Bougainville  as  extremely 
harmonious,  and  eafy  of  pronunciation,  con* 
filling  chiefly  of  vowels,  and  having  no  afpi- 
rates.  He  fays  alfo  that  it  has  no  nafal,  mute^ 
or  half  fyllablcs  5  nor  ••  that  quantity  of  con- 
"  fonants  and  articulations,  which  render  fomc 
•'  languages  fo  difficult."  Hence,  he  concludes, 
arofe  the  difficulty  of  teaching  Aotourou  the 
French  tongue  -,  but  he  thinks  it  would  have 
been  a  work  of  much  lefs  labour  to  have  taught 
him  the  Italian  or  Spanifh. 

How  far  our  author  is  right  in  his  conjeflures, 
it  would.be  no  eafy  talk  to  determine;  for  the 
direft  contrary  of  what  he  fays  of  the  language 
of  thefe  iflanders  has  been  obferved  by  the 
Englilh  navigators.  As  we  have  already  given 
fome  vocabularies,  we  (hall,  at  the  concluHon 
of  this  narrative,  give  that  of  Monf.  Bougain- 
ville, that  the  reader  may  determine  whether 
the  Englilh  or  the  French  voyagers  have  the 
beft  pretenfions  to.  credibility. 

Monf.  Bougainville  informs  us,  that  a  gen- 
tleman of  Paris,  diftinguifhed  by  his  (kill  in 
teaching  the  art  of  fpeech  to  perfons  born  deaf 
and  dumb,  repeatedly  examined  Aotourou, 
and  found  that  he  could  not  naturally  pronounce 
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any  of  the  French  nafal  vowels,  and  but  very 
few  of  the  confonants. 

Our  author  is  of  opinion,  that  the  language 
of  Otaheite  is  fufHciencly  copious,  and  he 
grounds  this  opinion  on  the  following  circum- 
ftances.  Whenever,  during  the  voyage,  Ao- 
tourou  was  ftruck  with  any  new  objefb,  he  im- 
mediately exprelTed  his  fentiments  in  a  kind  of 
extempore  blank  verfe  i  and  he  alfo  repeated 
daily  a  long  prayer,  which  he  called  **  the 
**  prayer  of  the  Kings,"  not  a  dozen  words  of 
which  Monf.  fiougainvilie  underllood,  or  heard 
him  repeat  on  any  other  occalion. 

Aotourou  informed  the  Commodore,  that  an 
Engliih  (hip  had  arrived  at  Otaheite  about  eight 
months  before  the  French  touched  at  that  ifland. 
This  (fays  our  author)  was  the  veflel  command- 
ed by  Captain  Wallace ;  and  he  afcribes  the 
knowledge  of  iron,  which  was  obferved  among 
the  natives,  to  this  vifit  of  the  Engliih,  efpe- 
cially  as  they  call  it  Jouri^  which  is  not  very 
\inlike  our  word  iron.  Our  Frenchman  likewifc 
gives  a  very  ungenteel  hint,  that  the  poor  In- 
dians were  indebted  to  the  Englifh  for  the  ve- 
nereal difeafe ;  but  the  contrary  of  this  is  known 
to  be  the  fad):. 

JMonf.  Bougainville  now  proceeds  to  give  an 
account  of  his  departure  from  Otaheite,  and 
his  difcovery  of  other  iflands  in  the  fouthern 
pacific  ocean.  On  th^  morning  of  the  16th  of 
April,  1768,  hedifcovered  what  he  thought  to 
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be  three  other  iflands  *,  but  it  was  afterwards 
found  to  be  only  one,  the  high  lands  of  which 
had,  at  a  diftance,  given  it  the  appearance  of 
feparate  iflands.  At  a  confiderable  diftance  be* 
yond  this  iQand,  they  faw  anotker,  which  Ac- 
tourou  told  them  was  called  Oumailia  i  that  the 
natives  of  it  were  in  alliance  with  the  people 
of  Otaheite  i  that  there  was  a  girl  on  the  iQand 
to  whom  he  had  a  ftrong  attachment }  and  that 
if  the  Commodore  would  touch  there,  he  would 
meet  with  the  fame  kind  of  neceiTaries,  and  the 
fame  hofpitable  treatment,  as  he  had  experien- 
ced among  his  countrymen. 

Our  circumnavigator,  however,  deaf  to  all 
thefe  perfuafive  arguments,  held  on  his  way, 
and  loit  fight  of  the  ifland  the  fame  day..  The 
fucceeding  night  proving  remarkably  fair,  and 
the  ilars  appearing  with  unclouded  lu(lre» 
Aotourou  pointed  out  a  conftellation  in  the 
(houlder  of  Orion,  and  exprefled  a  wi(h,  that 
the  (hip's  courfe  might  be  dircded  by  ir,.  in 
confequence  of  which  they  would,  in  two 
days  time,  arrive  at  a  fine  ifland  where  he  had 
a  numerous  acquaintance ;  and  it  was  conjec- 
tured, from  his  hints,  that  he  had  alfo  a  child 
there.  As  Monf.  Bougainville  perfifted  in  his 
rcfolution  not  to  alter  the  (hip's  courfe,  Ao- 
tourou became  very  uneafy,  and  endeavoured 
to  perfuade  him  to  fteer  for  the  defired  port, 
by  a(ruring  him,  that  the  ifland  abounded  in 
hogs,  fowls,  fruits,  and,  what  he  fcemed  to 
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think  would  be  the  mod  prevailing  argument, 
fine  women,  who  were  abundantly  liberal  of 
their  favours. 

Mortified  in  a  high  degree  that  his  reafons 
did  not  operate  with  the  Commodore,  he  ran 
to  the  (leerage,  and  feizing  the  wheel  of  the 
helm,  tried  to  fteer  for  his  favourite  ifle,  nor 
was  it  without  great  difficulty  on  the  part  of 
the  helm's-man,  and  equal  vexation  on  that 
of  the  poor  Indian,  that  he  was  prevented  from 
carrying  his  defign  into  execution. 

Early  on  the  following  morning  he  climbed 
to  the  maft-head,  where  he  remained  feveral 
hours,  anxioufly  looking  out  for  the  fpot  which 
had  fo  much  attracted  his  regard. 

On  the  preceding  night  he  pointed  out  a 
great  number  of  flars,  and  informed  Monf. 
Bougainville  of  their  names  in  the  language  of 
Otaheite;  and  it  was  afterwards  certainly  known, 
that  this  iQander  was  not.  unacquainted  with 
the  phafes  of  the  moon,  and  that  he  was 
learned  in  thofe  prognofticks,  which  evince  an 
approaching  change  of  the  weather.  It  like- 
wife  appeared,  that  his  countrymen  were  not 
uninformed  in  this  kind  of  knowledge,  fo  ufe- 
ful  to  people  whofe  wants  or  curiofity  frequent- 
ly carry  them  to  fea,  where  they  have  no  com- 
pafs  to  dired  their  courfe,  except  their  own 
judgment,  and  the  fight  of  the  coeleftial  con- 
(teliations. 
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Monf.  Bougainville  confefTes,  that  the  na- 
tives of  Otahcitc  arc  fully  convinced  that  the 
fun  and  moon  are  peopled  i  and  he  afks, 
"  What  Fontenclle  taught  them  the  plurality 
"  of  worlds  ?" —  We  will  anfwer  him.— >The 
omnipotent  Creator  of  all  worlds,  who  fills  all 
fpace;  whofe  power  gave  birth,  and  whofc 
prefence  gives  life  to  nature,  and  who  has  pour- 
ed his  bounties,  with  unfparing  hand,  on  every 
part  of  his  creation. 

Our  hiftorian  having  acknowledged,  that  thefe 
iflanders  are  poffefTed  of  fuch  great  and  fupe- 
rior  talents,  has  certainly  no  right  to  call,  or 
to  deem,  them  favages.  Is  a  man  a  favage  be- 
caufe  he  happens  to  be  born  in  a  different 
part  of  the  world  from  us ;  becaufe  he  is  unac* 
quainted  with  the  languages  of  Europe,  and 
untaught  in  cufloms,  which  he  could  never, 
from  the  locality  of  his  fituation,  have  an  op- 
portunity of  learning  P  The  hiftorians,  and  par- 
ticularly the  navigators  of  this  quarter  of  the 
globe,  are  very  cenfurably  fond  of  diftinguifh- 
ing,  by  the  title  of  favages,  all  thofe  who  are 
hajjUj^y  enough  to  be  born  in  milder  climates, 
and  to  live  and  die,  uninftrudled  in  thofe  arts 
of  reBnement,  and  unlkilled  in  that  bafenefs  of 
infmcerity,  which  are  at  once  the  chara^lerif- 
tick,  the  boafl:,  and  the  difgrace  of  the  Chrif- 
tian  world. 

The  weather  continued  fine  till  the  end  of 
/Ipril,  at  which  time  the  principal  pilot  on  board 

4  tha 


'fV^^^ 


•u . 


:>'■■'  ^ 


U-<      •;! 


i.i.».^ 


s 


M 


f!H: 


'  ■■  ,y    t   ; ,  ■'liBJ 


.4  ■  '•.'ll 


i88  M.  DE  BOUGAINVILLE'S  Voyagi 
the  Boudeufe  died  of  an  apoplcAic  fie.  In 
the  beginning  of  the  month  of  May,  three  iflands 
were  difcovered  at  the  dillancc  of  ten  or  twelve 
leagues  to  the  north- weft  ;  but  thcfe  were  un- 
known to  Aotourou,  who  imagined  that  it  was 
Monf.  Bougainville's  country.  The  moon 
Ibone  bright  in  the  night,  during  which  they 
k^t  fight  of  the  iflands,  nnd  in  the  morning 
ftccred  for  thelargeft,  the  eaftern  (hore  of  which 
they  corded,  and  found  it  about  nine  miles  in 
length. 

The  coads  of  this  ifland  are  remarkably 
ftcep,  and,  in  fad,  the  whole  of  it  is  little  elfe 
than  an  enormous  hill,  cloathed  with  trees. 
Several  Bres  were  feen  on  (hore,  a  fmall  num- 
ber of  houfes  covered  with  reeds,  under  the 
fliadeof  cocoa-nut  trees,  and  more  than  twenty 
of  the  natives  running  haftily  along  the  coaft. 

The  two  fmaller  iflands  were  each  about  a 
mile  and  a  half  in  length,  and  feparated  from 
the  larger  one  by  an  arm  of  the  fea  j  in  fliapc 
and  appearance  they  arc  very  much  like  th*: 
former. 

The  Commodore  had  given  diredlions  to 
fleer  between  the  iflands,  when  a  boat,  with 
five  Indians  in  her,  was  obferved  coming  off 
towards  the  fhip.  She  advanced  very  near, 
but,  though  every  fign  of  friendly  invitation 
was  made,  not  one  of  the  natives  would  ven- 
ture on  board.  They  had  no  kind  of  cloath- 
ing  but  a  bandage  round  the  wailt  -,  and  as  they 

could 
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could  not  be  prevailed  on  to  come  up   the 
fbip*s  fide,  Aotorou  dripped  himfclf,  leaving 
on  nothing  more  than  what  they  wore,  and  ad- 
drefled  them  in  the  language  of  Otaheitcj  but 
they  undcritood  not  a  word  of  what  he  faid.     > 
.  As  they  held  up  fome  cocoa-nuts,  and  other 
vegetables,  and  Teemed  to  wi(h  to  barter  them 
for   fomc  trinkets  which    were  (hewn  them, 
Monf.   Bougainville  ordered  out  one   of   the 
fl)ip*s  boats,  with  a  view  to  vifitthe  ftrangers; 
but  they  no  fooner  learnt  his  intention,  than 
they  rowed  off  with  all  poHlble  expedition,  and 
he  did  not  think  proper  to  follow  them,  u-n  ;  (.  m 
\  In  a  little  time  many  other  boats  advanced 
towards  the  (hips,  fome  of  them  rowed,  and 
others  failing.     Thefe,  lefs  diffident  than  the 
fprmer,  came  clofe  under  the  (hip's  fide,  but 
none  of  the  ifianders  would  venture  on  board. 
They  exchanged  pieces  of  an  exquifitely  fine 
(hell,  yams,  cocoa-nuts,  and  a  water  hen  of 
moft  beautiful  plumage,  for  fmall  pieces  of 
red  fluff  i  but  they  did  not  feem  fond  of  ear- 
rings, knives,  nails,   nor  iron  of  any  kind ; 
which  had  been  fo  eagerly  coveted  by  the  inha- 
bitants  of  Otaheite.      One   of  thefe   Indians 
brought  a  ccck  with  him,  but  he  would  not  part 
with  it  on  any  terms.    They  had  alio  feme 
pieces  of  cloth,  of  the  fame  kind  as  that  ma- 
i^ufa£tured  at  Otaheite,  but  not  of  fo  fine  a 
fabrick,  and  (^ied  black,  brown  and  red,  but 
none  of  the  colours  were  good  of  thtir  kinds.  ^ 
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They  were  Hkewife  pofTefTed  of  a  kind  of  wood 
hardened  by  Bre,  lances,  macs,  and  fifh-hooks 
made  of'  bones. 

Monf.  Bougainville  conje6lures,  from  the 
features  of  thele  iflanders,  that  they  are  not  of 
fo  amiable  a  difpofition  as  the  natives  of  Ota* 
heite ;  and  he  reprefents  them  as  fuch  dextrous 
thieves,  chat  it  was  almoft  impoflfible  to  guard 
againft  their  depredations.  . 

Thefe  people  are  of  the  middle  (ize,  and  ex* 
ceedingly  alert;  they  arc  of  a  deep  brown 
complexion,  but  one  was  feen  among  them  who 
was  much  fairer  than  any  of  the  others ;  they 
bad  no  beards,  fo  that  it  was  fuppofed  they 
were  plucked  out  by  the  ttiots,  and  their  hair, 
which  was  qfiiverfally  black,  lk)od  almoft  ereffc 
on  their  heads  i  tKeir  thighs  and  breads  wer« 
painted  with  a  deep  Wue.  /^  >  » ^^    ^  '■' 

Their  boats  are  built  in  a  moil  ingenious 
tafte,  and  furniflied  with  out- riggers.  The 
head  and  ftem  of  the  veffel  are  equally  flat  with 
its  fides,  and  over  each  is  a  fmall  deck,  m  the 
center  of  which  is  a  row  of  wooden  pegs,  the 
tops  of  which  are  endofed  in  a  (hell  of  the 
purell  white :  the  fail  is  formed  of  matting, 
and  its  fhape  triangular,  being  extended  by 
means  of  fticks.  -  ^t-     -^      ♦  ^>    ; 

In  thefe  boats  the  iilanders  followed  the 
French  velTels  to  a  confiderable  diftance  out  to 
fea,  while  feveral  others,^  from  the  fmaller 
iflands,  joined  the  naval  proceiTiony  andprodu* 
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ced  an  effedt  that  was  highly  agreeable.  In  oat 
of  thefe  lait  mentioned  boats  was  an  old  wo- 
man, remarkably  diftinguiihed  by  the  ringular 
ugJinefs  of  her  features. 

As  the  weather  now  fell  calm,  the  Commo- 
dore gave  up,  from  an  apprehenfion  of  danger^ 
his  projeA  of  failing  between  the  iflands,  though 
the  breadth  of  the  channel  was  more  than  four 
miles.  They  now  failed,  therefore,  in  the  open 
fea,  and  on  the  evening  of  the  fame  day*^  the 
man  at  the  maft-head  had  fight  of  other  land, 
even  while  they  were  yet  in  view,  by  the  aid  of 
a  bright  moon,  of  the  iflands  they  had  lately 
left. 

On  the  morning  of  the  5th  it  appeared,  that 
the  newly  difcovered  land  was  a  moil  beautiful 
ifland,  confiding  of  alternate  mountains  and 
vallies,  clothed  with  the  richeft  verdure,  and 
finely  &adowed  by  the  fpreadtng  branches  of 
the  cocoa-nut,  and  a  variety  of  ocher  trees. 
Near  the  wefiermoft  point  of  this  itland  is  a 
ledge  of  rocks,  and  the  fea  breaks  with  vio- 
lence on  many  parts  of  the  coaft,  fo  that  it 
would  be  difficult  to  land,  except  in  very  few 
places.  '-  ^  ^ 

Many  boats  put  off  from  the  ifland,  and 
failed  round  the  fliips,  though  they  were  then 
going  at  the  rate  of  at  leaft  feven  knots  an 
hour.  Thefe  boats,  however,  one  only  ex- 
cepted, would  not  venture  near  the  fliiips ;  but 
that  one  went  along- fide,  and  her  crew  made 
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figns  for  the  French  to  land,  which  they  would 
have  done,  but  the  breakers  rendered  it  impof- 
fiblc.  At  this  time  the  man  at  the  maft-head 
obferved  a  number  of  the  Indian  boats  failing 
to  the  foiithward.        -       -       ......  l,,  ^^.^ 

* '  On  the  following  day  another  ifland  was  feen 
to  the  weftward  of  the  (hip's  courfe,  in  the 
neighbourhood  of  which  were  two  fmaller 
iflands;  but  none  of  thefe  could  be  diftindlty 
beheld,  on  account  of  fomc  thick  fogs,  which 
intercepted  the  view. 

The  laft  mentioned  iflands  are  fituated  nearly 
where  Tafman,  the  Dutch  navigator,  has  placed 
a  number  of  iflands  which  he  difcovered,  and 
to  which  he  gave  the  names  of  Hecmflcirk, 
Prince  William,  Pylftaart,  Amfterdam  and 
Rotterdam.  The  longitude,  of  thefe  iflands 
correfponds  likewife,  very  nearly,  with  thofe 
which  navigators  have  called  Solomon's  Ifles  j 
fo  that  it  is  moft  probable  they  are  the  fame. 

Monf.  Bougainville  conjedures,  that  the 
number  of  boats  which  were  obferved  failing 
to  the  fouthward,  is  a  vindication  that  there 
are  other  iflands  at  no  great  diflance  -,  and,  in- 
deed, this  opinion  feems  to  be  well-grounded. 
o  all  thefe  lands  the  Commodore  gave  the 
general  name  of  the  Jnhipela^o  of  the  Navi^ 
gators.  ^  .     i       • 

The  writer  of  this  work  muft  be  indulged 
for  giving  a  hint,  which  fprings  from  the  noblcft 
of  motives,    the  love  of  his  country.    It  i^ 

furcly 
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furely  well  worthy  the  confideration  of  the 
Britilh  miniftry,  whether  ic  might  not  be  pro- 
per to  fend  a  fleet  to  difqover  and  fettle  fome  of 
thcie  iflands.— ^Who  knows  what  future  benefit 
might,  fromfuch  a  circumftance,  accrue  to  the 
fird  maritime  and  commercial  (late  in  thie  uni- 
verfe  ?  —  The  American  colonies  form  the 
brightcft  gem  in  the  Britilh  crown.  The  co- 
lonies in  the  fouthern  pacific  oceaa  might,  not 
improbably,  conllitute  a  diadem  of  (till  fupe» 
rior  luftrcl     •       ■    ^  ' '  '   •;    '    «    ■>    ^r;r'  r 

On  the  morning  of  the  nth  another  ifland 
was  difcovered,  which  received  the  name  of 
the  Forlorn  Hope ;  but  for  what  reafon  it  is  im» 
poflible  to  guefs.  At  a  diftance  it  had  the  apr 
pearance  of  two  iOands,  but  this  deception  was 
occafioned  by  its  Ihape,  for  it  confided  of  two 
hills,  joined  by  a  low  land,  which  could  not 
be  Icen  far  out  at  {ea.    r  5?Mi;tin'->  ^im-ki  h  -th 

At  this  period,  and  for  fome  days  before  and 
afterwards,  the  weather  was  extremely  unfa* 
vourable,  the  winds  being  adverfe,  and  the 
xains  and  calms  alternate.  Monf.  Bougainville 
(on  this  circumilance)  obferves,  that  iq,  the 
ocean  which  has  obtained  the  name  of  Pagit 
FIG,  the  approach  to  land  is  generally  announ- 
ced by  violent  tempefts,  which  become  ftill 
more  violent,  in  proportion  as  the  moon  dc^ 
^reafes.  The  vicinity  of  iflands  is  generally 
foreboded  by  thick  clouds  at  the  horizon,  and 
fqyally  weather  s  ^nd  the  precautions  ncceflar^ 
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to  be  taken  to  prevent  a  veflel*t  running  fowl 
of  fhoals,  may  be  more  eafily  conceived  than 
dekribed.  In  the  prefent  inftance  it  was  im* 
poffible  to  proceed  with  the  neceflary  degree  of 
caution  ;  for  the  crew  were  in  want  of  provi* 
lions,  and  water,  in  particular,  grew  very 
fearce ;  fo  that  they  were  obliged  to  take  ad- 
vantage of  every  breeze  of  wkid,  both  by 
night  and  day,  and  run  all  hazards,  for  fear 
of  ftarving.  '  '   .  ^ 

Thus  iituated,  it  may  be  prefumed,  that  they 
thought  themfelves  fufficiently  unhappy;  but 
their  diftrefifes  were  aggravated  by  the  greater 
number  of  the  crew  of  each  (hip  being  attack- 
ed by  the  fcurvy,  which  inflamed  their  mouths 
to  fuch  a  degree,  that  they  could  fcarcely  have 
iwallowed  thofe  refrefhmcms  of  which  they 
ftood  much  in  need.  Salt  beef,  pork,  and 
dried  pulfe,  conftituted  the  whole  &re  of  thofe 
who  remained  in  health;  for  the  lick,  how- 
ever, there  were  yet  fome  few  articles  of  frelH 
provifions  remaining. 

At  this  unfortunate  j unsure  the  difeale,  con- 
fequent  on  an  illicit  commerce  between  the 
fexes,  made  its  appearance,  attended  by  all  its 
moft  difagreeable  fymptoms.  Aotourou  was 
fo  extremely  ill  of  it,  that  though  fceming  to 
defpife  its  progrefs  and  its  efieAs,  he  was  ob- 
liged to  fubmit  himfelf  to  the  care  of  the  Sur- 
geons. Mon£  Bougainville's  words,  on  this 
occafion,  arc  very  remarkable.    **  In  his  (Ao- 
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«  tourou's)  country,  thi«  difcafe  is  but  little 
<*  minded.  Columbus  brought  it  from  Ame- 
**  rica ;  here  it  is  in  an  ide  in  the  midft  of  che 
•*  greateft  ocean.  Have  the  Engliih  brought 
<*  it  thither  i  Or  ought  the  phyfician  to  win, 
'<  who  laid  a  wager,  that  if  four  healthy  ftout 
**  men  were  (hut  up  with  one  healthy  woman^ 
**  the  venereal  complaint  would  be  the  confe* 
«*  quence  of  their  commerce  ?" 

Ungenerous  Frenchman  !  Why  this  unjufti- 
fiable  attack  on  the  Engliih?  At  the  time 
Monf.  Bougainville  wrote  the  narrative  of  his 
voyage,  he  knew  that  fome  of  his  crew  were 
infe6ted  with  the  malady  in  queftion,  when  they 
landed  at  Otaheite  i  for,  in  a  former  part  of  his 
volume  he  has  faid,  that  he  did  all  in  his  pow- 
er to  prevent  their  communicating  it  to  the  poor 
iflanders.  What  becomes,  too,  of  his  wonder, 
how  a  diforder  (hould  find  its  way  to  a  little 
ifland  in  the  pacific  ocean,  when  he  knew  t^"".: 
his  own  (hip  had  carried  it  thither! — Whether 
Columbus  brought  this  peftilencc  from  Ame- 
rica or  not,  is,  perhaps  a  quellion  not  eafily 
determined  $  nor,  at  this  period,  is  it  at  all 
material :  but  one  fad  is  well  known ;  that  the 
French  have  plentifully  diftributed  the  conta- 
gion through  Europe,  and  it  is  not  improbable, 
that  they  have  likewife  carried  it  to  every  other 
quarter  of  the  globe.  ' 

This  fubjed  is  rather  of  the  indelicate  kind ; 
but  we  wj  neceifarily  led  into  it ;  and  may  be 
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indulged  in  one  remark,  thatfeems  taarife  na* 
turally  from  the  preceding  circumftances,  and 
\yill,  we  truft,  militate  on  the  fide  of  virtue.— !• 
Providence,  we  conceive,  wifely  intended  one 
ipan.  for  the  affociate  of  one  woman,  who  (hould 
be  the  companion  of  his  life,  the  friend  of  his 
Ijofom,  the  partaker  of  his  joys,  the  fharer  of 
his  griefs,  whofe  love  for  him  lliould  excite  all 
his  tendernefs,  and  repay,  with  intereft,  thofe 
toils  and  cares  it  gave  rife  to.  Thus  paired,  thus 
mutually  giving  and '  receiving  happinefs,  the 
married  Itatc  is  indeed  a  heaven  on  earth. 
Wedded  love,  the  chafte,  the  holy,  the  conju- 
gal tie,  will  enfure.as  much  happinefs  as  is  to 
be  found  in  this  fublunary  world ;  and  trufl-, 
O  reader,  in  the  goodnefs  of  God  for  tke  fu- 
ture. To  fum  up  this  remark,  marriages  are 
made  in  heaven  ;  choofe,  ye  ladies,  with  pru- 
dence choofe,  the  heart  paired  with  your  pv;n  y 
fcle(5l  ye,  generous  youths,  the  amiable  fair, 
whofe  eyes  beam  the  gentle  influence  of  love, 
and  whofe  heart  feels  the  folid  force  of  virtue  j 
then  be  true  to  each  other,  and  bid  defiance  to 
contagion :  fo  fhall  your  days  be  happy,  and 
your  children  blels  the  parents  to  whom  they 
owe  the  firft  of  human  blelTings,  health  of  body, 
and  of  mind. 
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■'  The  (hips  now  fleered  a  wefterly  courfe,  and 
early  on  the  morning  of  the  2 2d  two  iflands 
were  dircovered,  one  of  which  received  the 
name  of  Aurora,  from  the  early  hour  on  which 
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\t  was  firft  fecn,  and  the  other  that  of  Whit- 
funtide  Ifle,  from  the  day  whicR  gave  birth  to 
its  being  fo  named. 

The  track  of  the  veflTels  was  now  fo  direded, 
as  that  they  might  have  pafled  between  the 
two  iflands,  but  an  unexpected  calm  prevented 
this  manoeuvre.  Proceeding  to  the  northward 
of  the  firft  difcovered  ifland,  a  fifing  land,  in 
a  conical  form,  was  obferved  to  bear  north  by 
weft,  which  received  the  name  of  the  Peak  of 
the  Etoile.         '^^ 

In  the  afternoon,  mountainous  lands,  at 
thirty  miles  diftance,  were  feen,  appearing,  as 
it  were,  over  and  beyond  the  iftand  of  Aurora, 

On  the  twenty-third  it  was  difcovered,  that 
the  land  laft  feen  was  a  feparate  iOand ;  the  ap- 
pearance of  which  was  lofty,  its  defcent  fteep, 
and  the  whole  cloathed  with  trees.  A  number 
of  boats  were  feen  coafting  the  (hore,  but  none 
of  them  approached  the  ftiips  ;  fmoke  was  feen 
iiTuing  from  among  the  woods,  but  no  habita- 
tion was  obferved. 

In  the  morning  the  Commodore  difpatched 
three  boats,  well  manned  and  armed,  to  take 
in  wood,  and  to  learn  the  necefTary  particulars 
refpeiling  the  country,  while  the  Ihips  guns 
were  brought  to  bear  on  the  ifland,  in  order  to 
proted  the  boats  crews  from  any  infult  that 
might  be  offered  them  by  the  natives. 

Monf.  Bougainville  himfelf  went  on  fhore 
in  the  afternoon,  where  he  found  the  good  na- 
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turcd  Indians  aflfifting  the  French  in  carrying  to 
the  boats  a  quantity  of  wood  which  had  been 

cut.  ^ 

The  information  obtained  from  the  officer 
commanding  the  boat's  crew  was,  that  on  his 
firft  landing,  the  natives  aflembled  on  the  (hore, 
armed  with  bows  and  arrows,  intimating,  by 
figns,  thut  the  ftrangers  muft  retreat.  The 
French  officer,  however,  gave  direftions  for 
landing,  and  while  his  people  advanced,  the 
iflanders  retreated,  but  with  their  bows  bent, 
and  in  an  attitude  of  felf  defence.  At  length, 
the  crew  were  ordered  to  halt,  while  the 
Prince  of  NalTau  approached  the  Indians,  who 
no  longer  retreated  wheq  they  faw  only  one 
perfon  advancing.  The  Prince  having  given 
them  fomc  remnants  of  red  cloth,  their  eftcem 
appeared  lo  be  at  once  conciliated.    :  ^,    n;  ..,  . 

The  comip(iandIng  officer  i>ow  ftationed  him-' 
felf  at  the  entrance  of  a  wood,  and  fcnt  out  a 
party  in  fearch  of  refrcfhments,  while  another 
•was  deputed  to  cut  fire-wood.  TI?e  nlitive^ 
DOW  came  forward,  with  an  appearance  of 
friendfliip,  and  diftributed  fome  fruit  among 
the  fcamen,  to  whom  they  Ukewife  gave  fonoe 
arrows,  but  refufed  to  accept  any  thing  in  ex- 
change. Their  numbers  were  confiderable,  and 
thofe  who  were  not  armed  with  bows  and  ar- 
rows had  provided  themfelves  with  ftones,  as 
inftruments  of  defence,      ^^m^v     :^  A^>:^ 
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*i  Thefc  people  intimated,  that  they  were  a& 
war  with  the  natives  of  a  different  diftrift  on 
the  ifland,  and  even  while  ther  were  hinting  this 
circumftance,  an  armed  party  of  Indians  ap* 
proached  from  the  weftward,  while  the  former 
appeared  determined  not  to  retreat  from  their 
enemies  •,  but  the  valour  of  the  latter  was  ren- 
dered unncceffary  to  be  exerted  by  the  want  of 
prefcnt  courage  in  the  former. 
w  Matters  were  in  this  fituation  when  Monf. 
Bougainville  landed  on  the  iHand,  where  he  re- 
mained till  his  boats  were  laden  with  the  arti- 
cles he  wanted.      '  -  ':  -     .    %  >*      ; 

This  being  done,  he  took  poffeffion  of»  ther 
idand,  by  the  act  of  burying  at  the  foot  of  a 
tree  an  infcription,  carved  on  an  oak-plank; 
and  then  he  retreated  to  the  fhip. 

It  was  imagined,  that  this  early  retreat  of  the 
French  prevented  an  attack,  which  the  ifland- 
ers  had  meditated,  as  they  teemed  to  be  making 
preparations  for  what  they  had  not  yet  in  their 
power  to  carry  into  execution  *,  but  no  fooner 
had  the  boats  put  off,  than  the  iflanders  h^llened 
to  the  beach,  and  complimented  them  with  a 
(hower  of  arrows,  and  a  volley  of  ilones  •,  fome 
of  them  even  plunged  into  the  waves,  aiming 
their  fury  at  the  fuppofed  invaders,  and  hurl- 
ing their  vengeance  on  the  infolent  ftrangers. 
When,  at  length,  one  of  the  feamen  had  been 
wounded  by  a  (tone,  a  difcharge  of  muflcets 
di:Qve  the  poor  iflanders  to  their  native  woods, 
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evidently  wounded,  fronn  their  cries  and  excla- 
mations. '  >      !    .     ;,. 

Monf.  Bougainville  gives  the  following  def- 
cription  of  the  natives  of  thisifland,  which  he  cal- 
led the  IJle  ofLeperSy  from  obferving,  that  many 
of  the  inhabitants  were  afflided  with  the  lepro- 
fy.  Some  of  them  are  mulattto*s,  and  others 
perfe(5t  negroes  *,  their  hair  is  woolly,  and  ge- 
nerally black,  but  in  fome  inftances  of  a  very 
light  brown,  approaching  to  a  yellow.  Few 
women  were  fcen  among  them,  but  thofe  few 
were  equally  difagrecable  with  the  men,  who 
are  reprefented  as  low  in  ftature,  ill-favoured, 
and  difproportionably  made. 

We  will  not  deny  the  veracity  of  our  hifto- 
rian  \  the  works  of  Nature  and  of  Providence 
are  aftonifhing,  The  God  of  creation  is  equally 
wife  and  wonderful  in  all  his  works  •,  but  we 
mud  own,  that  it  appears  to  be  a  phenomenon, 
the  exigence  of  which  furpaiTes  the  credulity 
of  an  Englilh  reader,  that  black  men  fliould 
have  (to  ufe  Monf.  Bougainville's  own  words) 
hair  '*  of  a  yellowifh  colour."  Of  all  hiftorians, 
the  circumnavigators  are  fond  of  dealing  in  the 
marvellous.  Our  Commodore,  prefuming  that 
he  had  viiiced  an  iOand  unapproached  by  any 
other  European  Commander,  has  told  us  juft 
what  he  pleafed  of  the  natives  of  that  iiland, 
and  it  is  not  in  our  power  to  contradid  him. 
It  would  have  given  weight  to  the  tellimony 
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of  our  tiippant  French  hiftorian,  if  he  had 
brought  to  Paris  one  of  thefe  curious  Lufus 
Natur^e^  thefe  yellow-pated  negroes. 

The  ladies  of  this  Angular  country  carry  their 
children  in  a  bag  of  cloth,  (lung  at  their  backs. 
On  thefe  cloths  there  are  elegant  drawings  in  a 
fine  dye  of  crimfon.  The  nofes  of  the  men 
are  pierced  and  hung  with  ornaments  \  and  ic 
is  prefumed,  that  they  pluck  their  beards,  as 
none  of  them  were  obferved  to  have  any. 
They  wear  a  bracelet  on  the  arm,  which  had 
the  appearance  of  ivory,  and  pieces  of  tor* 
toifhells  round  their  necks.    ' 

Clubs,  flones,  bows  and  arrows  form  the 
armour  of  thefe  people;  the  arrows  are  made 
of  reeds  pointed  with  bone.  On  the  points  of 
thefe  bones  are  inverted  darts,  which  prevent 
the  arrow  being  drawn  without  tearing  the  flefh 
of  the  wounded  perfon.  The  boats  of  thefe 
illanders  bore  a  ftrong  refemblance  to  thofe  of 
the  Indians  of  the  ifle  of  Navigators  ;  but  thefe 
veiTels  did  not  approach  the  (hips  fo  near,  as  to 
furnilh  the  French  with  an  opportunity  of  giv- 
ing a  particular  defcription  of  their  conftrudlion.  . 

Near  the  beach  on  which  Monf.  Bougainville  • 
Unded,  is  a  lofty  hill,  extremely  ftcep,  yet 
cloathed  with  a  fuper- abundance  of  verdure. . 
The  vegetable  productions  of  the  Ifle  of  Le- 
pers, are  far  inferior  to  thofe  of  Otaheite,  ow- 
ing, as  is  fuppofed,  to  the  lightnefs  of  the  foil, 
jnd  its  want  of  depth,  -v/itu. :;  —-^  . 

.4  '  F'gs. 
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'  Figs,  of  a  fpecies  not  before  known,  were 
found  in  this  country  %  and  feveral  paths  were 
fcen  cut  through  the  woods,  and  incloled  by 
pallifadoes  about  a  yard  in  height.  It  was 
conjedtured,  that  thefe  enclofures  marked  the 
boundaries  of  the  landed  property  of  different 
perfons.  Half  a  dozen  hovels  only  were  feen, 
into  which  no  perfon  could  enter  but  on  his 
hands  and  knees  i  yet  the  inhabitants  were  very 
numerous,  and  it  is  fuppofed  they  mud  be  very 
miferable,  from  the  perpetual  wars  among  the 
natives  of  different  diftri6ts  on  the  ifland. 

Monf.  Bougainville  fays,  that  the  found  of  a 
drum,  harfh  and  diffonant  to  the  ear,  was  fre- 
quently heard  in  the  wood  near  the  top  of  the 
above-mentioned  hill ;  and  this  he  imagines  to 
have  been  a  fignal  for  the  Indians  to  rally  their 
forces  i  for  no  fooner  had  the  difcharge  of  the 
fire-arms  difperfed  the  multitude,  than  this 
drum  was  immediately  heard;  and  when  the 
iflanders  in  enmity  with  the  others  appeared, 
the  drum  was  beat  with  fufpended  violence. 

Aotourou  formed  a  very  contemptible  opi- 
nion of  the  inhabitants  of  the  Ifle  of  Lepers, 
whofe  perfons  appeared  indefcribably  odious  in 
his  eyes  ;  and  of  whofe  language  he  had  not  the 
flighteft  idea.  %«'*«: »     ^  <  ^^  '^^'-^    ''^'  " 

On  the  23d  more  land  was  difcovered,  which, 

on  the  25th,  was  obferved  to  enclofe  almod  all 

the  horizon,  fo  that  the  (hips  were  furrounded 

in  one  extenfivc  gulph,  while  the  coaft  of  the 

»  .  -  -newly- 
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newly'difcovered  country  contained  many  other 
gulphs,  or  large  inlets,  acrofs  which  fevcral 
boats  wereobfcrved  rowing,  from  one  (hor^  to 
(he  other. 

The  night  of  the  25th  was  fpcnt  in  tacking, 
and  in  the  morning  it  was  obfcrved,  that  the 
currents  had  carried  the  (hips  feverai  miles 
more  to  the  fouth  than  their  reckoning.  The 
number  of  ides  now  feen  was  fo  great,  that 
they  could  not  be  counted,  nor  could  the  end 
of  thefe  extenfive  countries  be  difcerned. 

Steering  north-weft  by  weft,  the  land  had  a 
very  beautiful  afpedt,  being  diverfiHed  with  Bne 
trees,  between  fpots  of  land  that  had  the  ap- 
pearance of  being  cultivated.  Some  parts  of 
the  mountains  being  barren,  and  fpotted  in  dif- 
ferent places  with  a  red  earth,  Monf.  Bougain- 
ville conjedures  from  that  circumftance,  that 
they  contained  fome  mineral  fubftances. 

A  great  inlet  to  the  weftward  having  been 
feen  on  the  preceding  day,  the  (hips  now  arrived 
in  it,  ^nd  faw  a  number  of  negro  Indians  on 
the  fouth  coaft  of  it,  while  others  approached 
the  ve(rels  in  their  boats,  but  when  they  came 
to  about  the  diftance  of  a  muiket  (hot,  they 
would  advance  no  nearer,  nor  could  any  fign  of 
invitation  from  the  French  induce  them  to  alter 
their  refolution. 

The  land  on  the  north  (hore  is  of  a  moderate 
height,  and  cloathed  with  trees.  On  this  (hor& 
many  negroes  were  feen,  and  feverai  boats  put 
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off  towards  the  fhips;  but  thefe,  like  the  for* 
mer,  refufed  to  come  to  board. 

At  the  diftance  of  about  eight  miles  from 
this  fpot,  two  iflands  were  feen,  which  formed 
the  entrance  of  a  fine  bay,  which  the  boats 
were  fent  to  examine,  and  after  they  had  been 
gone  a  few  hours,  the  found  of  mulkets  were 
heard,  which  made  the  Commodore  very  uneafy. 
On  their  return  in  the  evening  it  appeared,  that 
one  of  them,  in  difobedience  to  the  orders  of 
the  Commander,  had  left  her  confort,  and  go- 
ing near  in  fhore,  the  Indians  difcharged  two 
arrows  at  the  crew,  which  was  returned  by 
the  mufquetry,  and  fome  larger  guns.  A  pro- 
jedting  point  of  land  prevented  the  boat  being 
feen  from  the  fhips  •,  but  the  inceflant  firing 
induced  the  Commodore  to  imagine,  that  flie 
was  engaged  with  a  very  large  number  of  the 
enemies  boats,  two  of  which  Ihe  had  certainly 
encountered. 

Preparations  were  making  for  difpatching  the 
long-boat  to  her  affiftance,  when  flie  was  def- 
cried,  coming  round  the  above-mentioned  point 

of  land.  '    • ' 

'  The  lamentable  cries  of  the  poor  Indians 
were  now  heard  in  the  woods,  to  which  they 
had  fled,  from  the  rage  of  their  enemies,  and 
their  drums  were  inceflantly  beating.— We  mufl 
now  tranicribe  one  paiTage  from  Monf.  Bou- 
gainville, becaufe  it  is  the  mofi  humane,  and 
confcqucntly  thenobUjly  in  his  whole  narrative: 
'  "  I  in> 
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«'  I  immediately  made  fignal  to  the  boat  to 
"  come  on  board,  and  I  took  my  meafures  to 
"  prevent  our  being  difhonoured  for  the  future, 
"  by  fuch  an  abufe  of  the  fupcriority  of  our 
**  power." 

The  country  laft  mentioned  confiftcd  of  a 
number  of  fmall  iflands,  off  which  there  is  to- 
lerable good  anchorage,  but  at  fuch  a  diftancc 
Irom  the  coaft,  that  a  Ihip  could  not  cover  any 
boats  which  fhould  land,  which,  as  the  iflands 
are  cloathed  with  thick  woods,  would  be  the 
more  ncccffary. 

Thefe  Indians  went  naked,  and,  except  a 
bandage  round  the  waifl,  wore  the  fame  kind 
of  ornaments  as  thole  on  the  iQand  of  Lepers,^ 
whom  they  refembled  in  all  refpeds,  except  noc 
being  quite  fo  black  ;  and  the  productions  of 
the  illand  were  likewife  the  fame. — The  Com- 
modore very  properly  declined  any  attempt  to 
trade  with  thefe  people,  whom  he  could  not 
luppole  would  barter  their  eflfcds  with  tholb, 
from  whom  they  had  received  fuch  cflential 
injuries. 

On  the  morning  of  the  27th  they  again  faiU 
ed,  and,  in  a  few  hours,  had  fight  of  a  fine 
plantation  of  trees,  between  which  there  were 
regular  walks,  refemblmg  thofe  of  an  Euro- 
pean garden.  Many  of  the  natives  were  ken 
near  this  Ipot,  and  as  an  inlet  was  obferved  at 
no  TmaU  diitance,  the  Commodore  ordered  tlie 
*..     ..  ^.../  -      Q  q  boats 
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boats  to  be  hoifted  out ;  but  they  found  that  xt 
v/sLs  impradticable  to  land. 

The  Ihips  now  quitted  the  great  clufter 
of  iflands  they  had  lately  vifited,  which  re- 
ceived the  general  name  of  Archipelago  of  the 
great  Cyclades,  which,  it  is  conjedurcd.  occu- 
pies no  lefs  than  three  degrees  of  latitude,  and 
five  of  longitude.  Monf.  Bougainville  fays, 
that  thefe  idands  are  not  the  fame  that  Quiros 
called  Tierra  Auftral  del  Efpiritu  Santo ;  but 
that  Roggewein  faw  the  northern  extremity  of 
them,  which  he  denominated  Cromngen^  and 
Thienhoven. 

Our  author  now  recites  a  very  fingular  fad. 
On  board  the  ftorc-fliip  was  a  pcrfon  reported 
to  be  a  woman,  which  was  almoft  confirmed  by 
Iter  want  of  beard,  her  voice,  and  her  fhape. 
The  Commodore  going  on  board  the  Etoile, 
enquired  into  the  fa6t ;  when  the  party  confcf- 
fed  her  fex,  while  floods  of  tears  ftreamcd  down 
her  face. 

Her  llory  is  extraordinary. — Born  in  Bur- 
gundy, id  left  an  Orphan,  (he  was  ruined  by 
the  fatal  ilTue  of  a  law-fuit :  on  which  (he  re- 
folved  to  drop  the  habit  of  her  fex,  and  ferved 
a  gentleman  at  Paris ;  but  hearing  of  Monf. 
Bougainville's  intended  expedition  round  the 
world,  fhe  repaired  to  Rochefort,  where,  juft 
before  the  Ihips  embarked,  Ihe  entered  into  the 
fervice  of  Monf.  de  Commerjon,  who  went  out 
jvith  a  view  of  cncreafing  his  botanical  know- 
ledge. 
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Ifdge.  She  followed  her  mailer,  with  aftonifh. 
ing  courage  and  refolution,  through  deep  fnows, 
to  the  hoary  tops  of  the  mountains  in  the 
ftreight  of  Magellan,  carrying  loads  of  herbs, 
planes,  arms  and  provifions,  with  unfpeakable 
courage,  and  unwearied  toil.   , 

While  our  adventurers  were  at  Otahcite,  the 
men  of  that  ifland  flocked  round  our  heroine, 
and  exclaiming,  *'  this  is  a  woman !"  would 
certainly  have  treated  her  as  fuch,  but  that  an 
officer  refcued  her  from  their  hands,  and  or- 
dered her  to  be  delivered,  unviolated  on  board 
the  (hip.  - 

Monf.  Bougainville  obferves,  that  this  is  the 
iirfl;  woman  that  ever  circumnavigated  the 
globe,  and  remarks  on  the  Hngularity  of  her 
iituation,  if  the  fhips  fhould  have  been  wreck- 
ed on  fome  defert  ifle  in  the  great  ocean.  The 
name  of  this  extraordinary  woman  is  Bare ; 
and  (he  is  as  celebrated  for  her  chaftity  as  her 
courage. 

On  the  night  between  the  fourth  and  fifth  of 
June  fome  breakers  were  feen  at  half  a  league's 
didance,  by  the  light  of  the  moon.  In  the 
morning  it  appeared  to  be  a  low  fiat  fandy  iOe, 
abounding  in  birds,  which  received  the  name 
of  the  Sboal  of  Diana. 

About  this  period  feveral  fpecies  of  fruit,  and 
fome  pieces  of  wood,  floated  by  the  (hip ;  and 
a  kind  of  flying  fifh  was  feen,  larger  than  the 

Q^q  2  common 


■■■=   !  'Vf-I"lf  '<? 


J!^ 


C( 


tc 


508    M.  DB  BOUGAINVILLE'S  Voyage 

common  fort,  the  body  of  which  was  black, 
and  the  wings  red. 

A  fand  bank  was  difcovered  on  the  6th,  on 
which  the  fea  broke  violently,  and  the  tops  of 
rocl^  were  fccn  at  intermediate  fpaces.    "  This 

I  aft  difcovery  (fays  our  author)  was  the  voice 

of  God,  and  we  were  obedient  to  it."-^They 
therefore  fpent  the  night  in  making  (hort  tacks 
in  that  part  of  the  fea  with  which  they  were 
previoufly  acquainted. 

At  this  time  the  fait  provifions  on  board  were 
become  fo  putrid,  that  it  was  almoft  impofiibie 
for  men,  even  on  the  point  of  ftarving,  to  fwal- 
low  them ;  and  therefore  the  rats  were  induf- 
trioufly  fought  after,  and  eaten  in  preference 
to  it.  The  remaining  peas  would  ferve  only 
forty  d^ys,  and  the  bread  two  months  •,  fo  that 
it  became  highly  neceffary  to  think  of  fleering 
10  the  northward.  ' 

On  the  I oth,  before  day-break,  an  agreeable 
fragrancy  impregnated  the  air,  announcing  that 
land  was  near ;  and  it  was  accordingly  dif- 
covered before  fun-rifing.  This  is  defcribed 
us  a  moft  delicious  country,  divided,  near  the 
jea  coaft,  into  groves  and  plains,  behind  which 
th?  land  rifes,  in  the  form  of  an  amphitheatre, 
till  the  tops  of  the  mountains  are  loft  in  the 
clouds.  The  moft  lofty  of  three  chain  of 
mountains  was  fcen  above  feventy  miles  in-land. 
The  whole  country  appeared  to  be  rich  and  fer- 
tik",  but  the  deplorable  fuuapon  xo  which  the* 
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fliip's  companies  were  reduced,  would  not  ad- 
mit of  their  Haying  to  take  a  more  accurate 
furvey  of  it. 

On  the  loth  a  prodigious  fwell  from  the 
fouth-caft  drove  the  Ihips  violently  towards 
land,  and  they  were  foon  within  about  two  miles 
of  it*,  and  the  night  was  paffed  in  this  dange- 
rous fituation,  taking  advantage  of  every 
flight  breeze  to  clear  the  Ihore.  A  number  of 
boats  were  now  feen  coaftirfg  the  ifland,  on  many 
parts  of  which  fires,  were  obferved.  A  turtle 
was  found  here  in  the  belly  of  a  Ihark. 
^  For  feveral  fucceflive  days  there  was  fo  thick 
a  fog,  that  the  Boudeufe  was  obliged  to  fire 
frequent  guns  to  keep  company  with  the  Etoilc, 
on  board  of  which  were  a  part  of  their  provi- 
fions.  .  , 

Several  fhell  fifli,  called  cornets,  leaped  into 
the  fhip  in  the  night,  and  as  it  is  known  of 
thefe  fi(h,  that  they  are  accuftomed  to  keep  at  the 
bottom  of  the  fea,  it  is  evident,  that  the  fhips 
mufl  hare  been  in  very  fhallow  water. 

On  the  1 6th  the  weather  became  fine,  and 
on  the  following  day  feveral  iflands  were  dis- 
covered, one  of  which  was  called  Ulhant,  from 
its  fimilitude  to  the  ifland  of  that  name. 

By  this  time  our  voyagers  were  reduced  to 
very  great  extremities.  The  allowance  of 
bread  and  peafe  was  confiderably  reduced ;  and 
a  fear  of  the  confequenccs  that  might  arife, 
pbligcd  the  Commodore  to  forbid  the  eating  of 

leather. 
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leather.  There  was  yet  on  board  a  (he-goat, 
xvhich  had  been  brought  from  Falkland's 
Iflands  -,  (he  yielded  milk  daily  j  but  this  was 
infufficient  to  lave  her  life :  the  (larving  crew 
demanded  the  vi6lim,  and  the  butcher,  who 
had  hitherto  been  her  feeder,  wept  as  he  plun- 
ged the  murderous  knife  in  the  breaft  of  his 
favourite.  Soon  after  this  a  dog,  which  had 
been  put  on  board  at  the  freights  of  Magellan, 
fell  a  facrifice  to  the  dire  demands  of  hunger. 

On  the  1 8th  not  lefs  than  nine  or  ten  iflands 
were  difcovered,  and  on  the  20th  a  ftill  farther 
number.  Our  navigators  now  (Iruggled  at  once 
with  a  variety  of  inconveniences,  occafioned 
by  foul  fliips,  damaged  rigging,  crazy  mails, 
and  tempeftuous  weather. 

On  the  25th  high  ]and»was  difcovered,  which 
appeared  to  terminate  in  a  cape,  which  they 
doubled  with  a  degree  of  tranfport  that  may 
be  more  eafily  conceived  than  defcribed,  as  it 
was  the  point  they  had  wiflied  for  a  fight  of, 
from  a  certainty  that  it  would  enable  them  to 
quit  for  ever  the  archipelago  of  iflands,  amidft 
which  they  had  been  fo  long  in  hourly  danger 
of  (hipwreck  or  (larving.  This  cape  was  cal- 
led Cape  Deliverance^  and  the  name  of  the  Gulph 
cf  the  Louiftade^  was  given  to  a  bay,  of  which 
the  Cape  forms  the  eadermoft  point. 

Ilorth  of  Cape  Deliverance  about  fixty 
le;  jes  land  was  difcovered,  which  proved  to 
be  two  fmall  iflands  \  and,  two  days  afterwards, 

an 
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an  officer  was  fenc  to  examine  feveral  creeks,  in 
the  hope  of  finding  anchorage,  while  the  (hips 
failed  (lowly  after  the  boats,  ready  to  join  them 
on  the  6r(l  fignal. 

The  natives  now  advanced  towards  the  (hip 
in  feveral  boats,  carrying  from  two  or  three» 
to  upwards  of  twenty  men  each. 

Thefe  boats  had  no  outriggers,  and  their 
crews  were  as  black  as  the  negroes  on  the  coail: 
of  Guinea.  Some  of  them  had  reddifh  hair,^ 
and  that  of  all  of  them  was  long  and  curled*. 
They  wore  white  ornaments  on  their  foreheads 
and  neeks,  and  were  armed  with  lances  and 
bows }  they  kept  an  almod  continual  (houting^ 
and  feemed  rather  inclined  for  war  than  peace. 

When  the  boats  returned  on  board,  the  officer 
reported,  that  the  fea  broke  on  all  parts  of  the 
coaft,  that  he  had  found  only  one  fmall  river, 
that  the  land  is  every  where  covered  with  wood, 
and  that  the  mountains  run  down  dole  to  the 
fea- (bore. 

The  natives  dwell  on  the  mountains,  but 
they  have  a  few  huts  on  the  banks  o^  fome  of 
the  fmall  creeks.— Some  of  them  followed  one 
of  the  (hip's  boats,  and  feemed  almod  refolved 
on  an  attack  i  and  one  of  the  Indians  repeat- 
edly put  himfelf  in  an  atti:ude  to  have  thrown 
his  lance  *,  but  he  defined  from  his  purpofe,  and 
no  mifchicf  was  done, 

Monf.  Bougainville  fays,  that  he  was  now 
advanced  too  far  to  return ;  but  that  he  hoped 
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to  find  a  pafTage,  though  the  weather  was  (o 
foggy  that  he  could  not  difccrn  any  objed:  at 
the  diftance  tf  more  than  two  leagues. 

In  the  morning  of  the  iftof  July,  the  fliips 
were  juft  in  the  itation  they  had  quitted  the  pre- 
ceding night,  having  been  impelled  forward, 
and  driven  back,  by  the  tides. 

Nothing  remarkable  happened  but  the  dif- 
covery  of  a  Race,  in  the  middle  of  a  paflagc, 
to  which  was  given  the  name  of  Dennises  Race^ 
from  that  of  the  mafter  of  the  Boudeufe. 

A  race  is  a  part  of  any  channel  or  ftreighr, 
where  there  are  oppofing  tides,  or  a  rapid  and 
dangerous  current ;  and  fuch  are  even  fometimcs 
met  with  in  the  open  feas. 

Boats  were  now  fent  to  find  anchorage  in  a 
fine  bay ;  and  the  account  of  their  expeditioii 
is  as  follows.— That  a  number  of  Indian  boats, 
in  which  were  a  hundred  and  fifty  of  the  na- 
tives, armed  with  fhields,  lances,  and  bows, 
came  from  the  banks  of  a  rivulet  on  which 
their  habitations  were  fituated,  and  rowed  hal- 
tily  towards  the  French  boats,  which  they  fur- 
rounded,  and,  with  hideous  outcries,  began 
the  attack  with  their  bows  and  lances^  The 
French  difcharged  their  mufkets  \  but  the  na- 
tives covering  themfelves  with  their  (bields,  the 
fight  continued,  tiliafecond  firing  terrified  them 
fo,  that  they  made  a  hafty  retreat,  fome  of 
them  fwimming  on  fhore. 
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Two  of  their  boats  were  taken,  on  the  ftern 
of  which  was  the  figure  of  a  man's  head 
with  a  long  beard,  the  eyes  being  mother-of- 
pearl,  the  ears  tortoifefhell,  and  the  lips  were 
dyed  a  bright  red.  Exclufive  of  their  wea- 
pons and  utenfils,  there  were  found  in  their 
boats  cocoa-nuts,  and  feveral  fruits,  the  fpe- 
cies  of  which  were  not  known,  the  jaw  of  a 
man-)  half  broiled,  and  various  other  things. 

The  natives  of  this  coafl:  are  negroes,  whofe 
hair  curls  naturally,  and  they  have  a  method  of 
colouring  it  yellow,  red,  and  white.  Their 
cloathing  confifts  only  of  a  piece  of  matting 
round  the  waift.  This  river  received  the  name 
of  IVarrior^s  River^  and  the  whole  fpot,  that 
of  the  JJle  and  Bay  of  ChoifeuL 

Two  days  afterwards  a  cape  was  difcovered, 
which  was  called  Cape  UAverdiy  on  which  were 
mountains  of  an  aftonifliing  height.  On  the 
4th  other  mountainous  land  was  difcovered, 
from  which  came  off  five  or  fix  Indians,  and, 
after  lying  on  their  oars  fome  time,  they  accep* 
ted  fome  trifles  which  were  thrown  to  them. 
They  now  exhibited  fome  cocoa-nuts,  faying, 
bouca^  houca^  omlle  I  and  feemed  greatly  pleafed 
when  the  French  repeated  them.  They  then 
intimated,  that  they  would  fetch  fome  cocoa- 
nuts,  but  they  had  fcarcely  left  the  (hip's  fide, 
when  one  of  them  difcharged  an  arrow,  by 
which,  however,  no  perfon  was  wounded. 
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The  people  were  altogether  naked,  had  long 
cars,  bored,  and  curled  (hort  hair,  which  fomc 
of  them  had  dyed  red,  and  they  had  alio  white 
fpocs  on  their  bodies.  Their  teeth  were  red, 
probably  from  the  chewing  of  betel. 

This  idand,  which  was  nanied  Bouka^  ap* 
peared  to  be  cultivated,  and,  from  the  number 
of  huts  that  were  feen,  it  probably  abounds 
with  inhabitants. — The  cocoa-nut,  and  other 
trees,  difperfed  over  a  beautiful  plain,  was  a 
fufBcient  temptation  for  landing ;  but  the 
rapidity  of  the  current  prevented  the  pofTibility 
of  it. 

Two  more  iflands  were  feen  on  the  5Th, 
ard,  as  the  wood  and  water  were  expended,  and 
difeafe  reigning  aboard,  the  Commodore  re- 
folved  to  land  here,  and,  on  the  following  af^ 
ternoon,  the  Ihips  came  to  an  anchor.  The 
calks  were  fent  on  Ihore,  and  tents  erec'^ed  for 
the  lick,  on  a  commodious  fpot,  where  there 
were  four  rivulets  near  together,  and  where 
wood  for  the  carpenters  and  joiners  ufe,  as  well 
as  for  burning,  was  very  plenty  ;  there  were  no 
iiihabitants  near  the  place,  fo  that  the  fick  had 
an  opportunity  of  ranging  the  woods,  fearlefs 
of  any  attack  from  the  natives,  and  every  thing 
fcemed  to  confpire  to  render  this  fpot  the  moft 
eligible  imaginable ;  but  there  was  one  great 
inconvenience,  no  fruit  could  be  found. 

Two  huts  were  difcovered  on  the  bank  of  a 
rivulet,  not  far  from  the  encampment,   and  a 

boat, 
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boat,  near  which  were  fcen  the  remains  of 
fires,  fome  calcined  (hells,  and  the  Ikelctons 
of  fome  animals  heads,  which  were  taken  for 
thofe  of  the  wild  boar.  Some  freOi  bananas 
were  found,  which  proves,  that  the  natives  had 
but  lately  left  the  place. 

This  iQand  produces  a  large,  blue  crelted 
pigeon,  which  has  fo  plaintive  a  note,  that  the 
feamen  millook  it  for  the  cries  of  men  towards 
the  mountains. 

Monf.  Bougainville  now  relates  an  extraordi- 
nary incident.  A  feaman  being  looking  for 
(hells,  found  ^  plate  of  lead  buried  in  the  fand, 
on  which  the  following  letters  were  very  vifible. 

HOR*D  HERE 
ICK  MAJESTY'S 

The  mark  of  the  nails  with  which  the  lead  had 
been  faftened  appeared ;  and  it  is  plain,  that 
the  natives  mud  have  torn  off  the  plate  and 
broken  it. 

This  circumftance  gave  rife  to  a  diligent 
fearch,  and,  at  about  fix  miles  from  the  wa- 
tering-place, the  very  fpot  was  found  where  the 
Englilh  had  formed  their  encampment.  Seve- 
ral trees  were  feen  which  had  been  felled,  and 
others  which  were  fawn  in  pieces.  A  very  large 
and  confpicuous  tree  was  found,  on  which  the 
infcription  had  been  nailed ;  it  Hood  in  the 
midft  of  a  fpacious  place,  and  it  appeared,  that 
the  plate  had  been  pulled  down  but  a  very 
ihort  time.    There  were  other  trees,  to  which 
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the  ends  of  ropes  were  faftened.  One  of  the 
trees  which  had  been  cue  down  had  put  forth 
freih  twigs,  apparently  of  the  growth  of  four 
months.  Monf.  Bougainville  mentions  it  as  .1 
very  lingular  circumftance,  that,  amidftfo  ma- 
ny idands,  he  fhould  happen  to  land  on  that  fo 
lately  vifited  by  a  rival  nation  ! 

Diligent  fearch  was  now  made  for  food  and 
refrcfhments,  but  almoft  in  vain  j  for  nothing 
could  be  found  but  a  few  cabbage-trees,  and 
thatch-palms.  No  fifh  could  be  catched,  and, 
though  a  few  wild  boars  were  feen,  not  one  of 
them  was  taken.  A  fmall  number  of  pigeons 
were  indeed  (hot,  the  feathers  of  which  were 
of  green  and  gold. 

It  will  be  needlefs  to  mention  the  other  pro- 
dudts  of  this  ifland,  as  the  reader  has  already 
had  an  account  of  them  in  the  narrative  of  the 
Englifli  voyages. 

No  time  was  now  loft  in  the  ncceflary  repairs 
of  the  (hips  i  and  an  equal  divifion  was  made 
of  the  provi^ons,  which  now  began  to  run  ex- 
tremely (hort.  A  third  part  of  the  late  allow- 
ance of  peafe  was  taken  o(F.  From  ^hc  Com- 
TTiodore  to  the  loweft  perfon  on  board,  ail 
fared  alike  :  their  fituatipn,  like  death,  banifti- 
ed  all  dillin(flion. 

On  the  1 3th  there  wa§  an  eclipfe  of  the  fun, 
which  was  clearly  feen,  and  the  proper  aftronp- 
mical  and  nautical  remarks  made  on  it.     The 
p^me  of  Port  Prajlin  \vas  given  to  this  har- 
bour) 
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bour,  an  infcription  having  been  firft  buried  un- 
der the  fpot  where  the  ccliple  had  been  ob- 
fcrvcd. 

The  Etoile  being  a  light  vefTtl,  and  there 
being  no  ftones  to  ballaft  her,  after  the  provifi. 
ens  had  been  taken  uuc,  this  important  bufinefs 
was  neceflarily  performed  with  wood;  a  fa- 
tiguing and  unwholefome  tafk,  in  fo  damp  a 
country.    -      •  -  . 

An  infeft  of  a  mod  wonderful  texture  was 
found  on  this  ifland,  the  body  and  wings  of 
which  appeared  fo  much  like  the  leaf  of  a  tree, 
as  fcarcely  to  be  diftinguifhed  from  it,  even  on 
a  nice  infpeclion.  "When  the  wings  are  ex- 
tended, each  forms  the  half  of  a  leaf,  and  when 
they  are  clofed  it  is  entire.  The  upper  fide  of 
the  body  is  of  a  brighter  hue  than  the  under 
parts;  and  it  has  fix  legs,  the  upper  joints  of 
which  refemble  parts  of  leaves.  This  curiofity 
was  preferved  in  fpirits,  and  is  in  the  cabinet  of 
the  French  King. 

A  failor  who  was  hauling  the  fi(hing-net,  in 
f^arch  of  a  fcarcc  fifh  called  the  hammer-oyfter, 
having  been  bit  by  a  fnake,  whofe  bite  is  poi- 
fonous,  was  cured  in  a  few  hours  by  a  profufe 
perfplration,  produced  by  taking  flower-de-luce 
water  and  treacle. 

Aotoyrop  having  remarked  the  progrefs  of 
the  cure,  intimated,  that  at  Otaheite  there  were 
fea-fnakes,  whofe  bite  is  mortal  in  every  in- 
stance. 

■"    ■'^■-   -  ■      '^  On 


<•' 


',t 


;»  »,„'i 


I  .■    •■ 


.  )■ 


t.ll 


# 


■    i 

(      'III 

■i, 

■  }'. 

i  '1 

Jk 

M 
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On  the  2  2d  repeated  (hocks  of  an  earth- 
quake were  felt  for  about  two  minutes.  The 
fea  rofe  and  fell  feveral  times,  fo  that  the  con- 
cuITions  were  felt  on  board  the  (hips. 

Notwithftanding  the  extreme  bad  weather 
which  prevailed,  the  crews,  divided  into  fepa* 
rate  parties,  went  to  the  woods  every  day,  in 
hopes  to  fhoot  fome  turtle-doves,  and  gather 
cabbage- trees  and  thatch-palms  *,  but  it  gene- 
rally happened,  that  they  returned  without  any 
fuccefs,  and  wet  to  the  fkin.  At  length,  how- 
ever,  they  found  fome  mangle  apples,  and  a 
kind  of  pruens  -,  but  too  late  to  be  of  much 
fervice,  as  they  were  now  on  the  point  of  de- 
parture. A  kind  of  ivy  was  fuccefsfully  appli- 
ed in  the  cure  of  the  fcurvy. 

An  immenfe  cafcade  was  feen,  falling  from 
numerous  rocks  into  a  hundred  bafons  of  water, 
and  at  once  fhaded  and  adorned  by  (lately  trees^ 
fome  of  which  grow  even  in  the  refervoirs,  is 
recommended  by  Monf.  Bougainville  as  a  fub- 
je(5t  fit  to  exercife  the  fancy  of  the  boldeft 
painter. — Why  did  not  his  limner  make  a  draw- 
ing of  it  ? 

The  fituation  of  the  (hips  companies  now 
became  fo  dreadful,  that  no  more  time  could  be 
loft.— In  the  afternoon  of  the  24th  a  favourable 
breeze  enabled  the  (hips  to  get  out  to  fea. 

Moiif.  Bougainville  remarks,  that  this  coun* 
try  muft  be  New  Britain,  and  that  the  great 
bay  muft  be  the  fame  which  Pampier  calls  St» 
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George's  Bay  •,  but  that  he  had  the  happinefs  to 
land  on  a  part  of  it  where  his  wants  could  be 
fupplied  by  the  inhabitants. 

A  fucceflTion  of  iflands  having  been  feen  in 
the  offing,  Monf.  Bougainville  named  them  af- 
ter the  officers. — The  field*  tents  were  now  cut 
up,  to  make  trowfers  for  the  feamen,  who  had 
been  repeatedly  clothed  during  the  voyage,  to 
enable  them  to  fuftain  the  inclemencies  of  lb  ma- 
ny different  climates.  But  the  lafl  change  of 
cloathing  was  now  delivered  out,  and  at  this 
period  an  ounce  of  bread  was  dedu6led  from 
their  fcanty  allowance.  Their  fait  provifions 
were  now  fo  bad,  as  to  be  naufeous  in  a  high 
degree;  yet  their  flarving  fituation  impelled 
them  to  feed  on  them  5  but  even  at  this  melan- 
choly period,  no  one  yielded  himfelf  a  prey  to 
melancholy.  The  Tailors,  influenced  by  the 
example  of  the  officers,  employed  every  even- 
ing in  dancing,  difpelling,  by  their  mirth,  fome 
of  the.  pangs  of  hunger. — Happy  Frenchmen  ! 
who  could  be  thus  mirthful,  in  the  jaws  of  ap- 
parent deftrudtion ! 

New  Britain  continued  in  fight  till  the  be- 
ginning of  Auguft,  when  the  ihips  being  nearer 
the  land  than  they  had  been  before,  feveral  In- 
dian boats  came  off,  the  crews  of  which  were 
negroes,  with  woolly  heads,  which  they  had 
covered  with  white  powder.  They  are  tall  and 
adlive,  and  wore  no  other  cloaths  than  leaves 
round  the  middle.    They  held  out  fomething 

that 
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that  had  the  appearance  of  bread,  and  invited 
the  French  to  land  j  but  they  refufcd  to  enter 
the  Ihips,  though  an  attempt  was  made  to  con- 
ciliate  their  friendfhip,  by  prefcnts  of  fome 
pieces  of  fluff.  They  accepted  what  was  given, 
and  threw  a  ttone  from  a  fling  in  return ;  in- 
ftantly  retreating,  with  loud  vociferations. 
,  On  the  following  day  a  larger  number  aflem* 
bled  along' fide  the  Boudeufe  •,  a  perfon,  who 
had  the  appearance  of  authority,  carried  a  red 
ftaff,  knobbed  at  each  end,  in  his  hand.  On 
approaching  the  fliip,  he  held  his  hands  over 
his  head  for  a  confiderable  time.  The  hair  of 
thefe  negroes  was  painted  red  ;  fome  of  them 
were  adorned  with  feathers,  ear-rings  made  of  the 
feed  of  fome  herb,  or  circular  plates  depending 
from  their  necks ;  others  had  the  nofe  pierced, 
and  rings  ran  through  it  •,  but  the  general  orna- 
ment was  a  bracelet  made  of  the  half  of  a  (hell. 
The  French  were  anxious  to  conciliate  the 
efteem  of  thefe  people,  but  in  vain;  they  ea- 
gerly grafped  at  whatever  was  given  them,  but 
would  make  no  prefent  in  return.  The  roots 
of  a  few  yams  were  all  that  could  be  obtained 
from  them.  Two  of  their  boats  being  obferved 
approaching  in  the  night,  a  rocket  was  fired, 
on  which  they  inflantly  rowed  off. 

On  the  31ft  a  number  of  Indian  boats  attack- 
ed the  Etoile  with  a  volley  of  ftones  and  ar- 
rows ;  but  a  fmgle  difcharge  of  the  mufque- 
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try  got  rid  for  ever  of  thcfc  troujlefome  com- 
panions. 

On  the  4th  of  Auguft  two  iflands  were  feen, 
which  are  conjedured  to  be  the  fame  which 
Dampicr  diftinguifhes  by  the  name  of  Matthias 
and  Stormy^  or  Squally^  IQand.  On  the  5th  a 
third  ifland  was  feen,  and  then  the  northern 
point  of  New  Britain,  wliich  lies  only  forty  one 
minutes  fouth  of  the  land. 

On  the  7th  a  flat  ifland  was  feen,  covered 
with  trees,  abounding  with  cocoa  nuts,  and 
certainly  well  inhabited,  as  appeared  from 
the  great  number  of  houfes  that  were  feen  on 
thefliore.  Fifliing- boats  in  multitudes  furround- 
ed  the  ifland  ;  but  the  fifliermen  took  no  notice 
of  the  fliips.  This  received  the  name  of  the 
JJle  of  Anchcrets,  On  the  following  day  a  pro- 
digious number  of  fmall  iflands  was  feen, 
when  Monf.  Bougainville  having  efcaped  the 
mofl:  imminent  dangers,  in  the  endeavour  to  dou- 
ble this  chain  of  iflands,  at  length  happily 
effefted  his  point,  in  confequence  of  a  breeze 
which  ftill  frefliened  with  the  rifing  fun. 

He  now  continued  to  range  the  coafl;  till  he 
came  within  fight  of  two  lofty  peaks,  to  which 
he  gave  the  name  of  the  two  Cyclops.  On  the 
15th  two  high  mountains  were  difcovered  on 
the  continent,  and  two  fmall  iflands  near  them. 

On  the  23d  two  other  iflands  being  difcover- 
ed, an  attempt  was  made  to  land,  in  the  hope 
of  obtaining  refrefliments  j  but  this  was  found 
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impradicable,  but  by  the  boats,  the  Com- 
manding officer  of  which  reported,  that  the 
illands  were  totally  uninhabited,  and  that  no 
fruits  grew  which  were  fit  to  be  eaten. 

This  day  the  fliips  crews  were  twice  alarmed  j 
the  firfl:  time  with  a  report  from  aloft,  tnat  a 
range  of  breakers  were  feen  a-head  ;  but  this 
proved  to  be  only  the  rippling  of  a  ftrong  tide ; 
the  fccond  alarm  was  from  the  fore-caftlei 
"where  it  was  declared,  that  the  bottom  of  the 
fea  was  vifible  under  the  fhip*s  way.  This 
Ihoal  was  perceived  by  the  crew  of  the  Etoile, 
but  was  eafily  efcaped  by  both  the  fhips.  Mon- 
ficur  Denys,  firft  Mailer  if  the  Boudeufe,  died 
this  day  of  the  fcurvy,  to  the  infinite  regret  of 
the  whole  fhip's  company.  At  this  time  up- 
wards of  forty  peribns  were  ill  of  the  fame  dif- 
order,  the  progrefs  of  which  was  flopped  by  the 
plentiful  ufe  of  wine  and  lemonade. 

It  was  now  thought  neceffary  to  dear  a  fou- 
therly  courfe,  in  order  to  get  clear  of  the  iflands 
by  which  they  were  furrounded.  None  of  thefe 
iflands  appeared  to  be  inhabited,  though  all  of 
them  were  cloathed  with  verdure.  During  the 
following  night  they  failed  out  of  this  labyrinth, 
through  achannel  about  three  leagues  in  breadth. 
Early  in  the  morning  they  doubled  the  fouthern- 
moft  of  a  number  of  fmall  iflands  on  each  fide 
of  this  channel,  which  was  denominated  th. 
French  Pajfage.  On  the  26th,  in  the  morning, 
they  pafled  the 'meridian  for  the  fifth  time,  and 
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early  the  next  day  had  fight  of  a  fmall  ifland  to 
the  fouth-eaft ;  they  likewife  faw  a  fteep  hill, 
remarkably  high,  to  which  they  gave  the  name 
of  Big  Thomas ;  near  which  are  three  fmall 
iflands. 

They  had  fight  of  feveral  iflands  on  the  27th 
and  28th,  when  Monf.  Bougainville  gave  or- 
ders for  a  boat  belonging  to  the  Etoile  to  fteer 
to  the  fouth-wcfternmoft  of  thefe  ifles  in  fearcli 
of  anchorage,  and  to  enquire  if  they  produced 
any  thing  worthy  of  notice.     The  boat  having 
landed  on  two  iflands,  which  neither  produced 
any  fruits,  nor  appeared  to  be  cultivated,  and 
indicated  no  figns  of  being  inhabited,  the  ftiip 
was  on  the  point  of  returning,  when  an  Indian 
rowed  up  to  the  fliip's  boat,  without  exprefling 
the   leaft  fign  of  fear  or  aftoniftiment.     The 
Frenchmen  intimated,  that  they  wanted  food 
and  liquor  •,  on  which  he  prefented  them  with 
a  kind  of  meal,  and  fome  water ;  in  return  for 
which  they  gave  him  a  looking-glafs,  a  hand- 
kerchief, and  fome  other  trifles,  which  he  re- 
ceived with  indifference,  and  laughed  at  the 
donors.     It  was  conjectured,  that  this  negroe 
bad  defertcd  from  one  of  the  adjacent  iflands 
which  have  been  fettled  by  the  Dutch.     The 
number  of  them  were  formerly  feven,  but  tht^y 
are  now  reduced  to  five  by  earihquakes.     The 
crew  of  the  Boudeufe  took  a  turtle  on  this  fpot 
of  not  lefs  than  two  hundred  weight. 
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Early  in  the  morning  of  the  31ft  our  voy- 
agers had  fight  of  the  ifland  of  Ceram,  which 
Tuns  in  a  parallel  eaft  and  weft,  abounds  in  lofty 
mountains,  and  is  pardy  cleared,  and  partly  in 
its  original  (late.  A  great  number  of  fires 
were  feen  on  this  ifland,  which  Teem  to  intimate 
that  it  is  well  peopled.  Early  in  the  morning, 
on  the  firft  of  September,  our  adventurers 
found  themfelves  r-^t  the  entrance  of  a  bay,  on 
the  banks  of  which  they  beheld  a  niirnber  of 
fires ;  they  foon  obferved  two  boats  under  fail, 
conflrudled  on  the  plan  of  thofe  of  Malay.  A 
Dutch  pendant  was  now  hoifted,  and  a  gun 
fired ;  but  the  Commodore  confeflTes  his  error'in 
this  procedure,  as  the  people  at  Ceram  are  at 
variance  with  the  Dutch,  whom  they  have  al- 
moft  totally  routed  from  their  ifland.  Monf. 
Bougainville  having  been  thus  \mfuccefsful, 
through  mittake,  returned  from  the  bay,  and 
employed  the  reft  of  the  day  in  plying  between 
the  iflandb  Bortao,  Kelang,  and  Manep^, 

Some  time  before  midnight,  a  number  of 
fires  attracted  their  attention  to  the  ifland  of 
Bqero,  where  there  is  a  Dutch  faftory,  well 
provided  with  the  neceflary  refrefliments. 

The  above-mentioned  Dutch  faftory  is  at  the 
entrance  of  the  Gulph  of  Cajeli,  which  the 
French  had  fight  of  at  day-break.  Their  joy 
on  this  occafion  is  not  to  be  expreffed ;  for  at 
this  time  not  half  of  the  feamen  were  able  to 
perform  any  duty  5  and  the  fcurvy  had  raged 
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fo  violently,  that  no  man  on  board  was  perfect- 
ly clear  of  it.  What  few  provifions  were  on 
board  were  abfolutely  rotten,  and  (tunk  into- 
lerably. 

'  Thus  circumftanced,  their  change  of  fitua- 
tion  muft  have  been  rapturous  indeed !  From 
midnight  the  fragrant  breeze  had  wafted  the 
aromatic  flavour  of  the  plants,  which  abound 
in  the  Moluccas.  "  The  afpeft  (fays  our  au- 
*«  thor)  of  a  pretty  large  town,  fituated  in  the 
*•  bottom  of  a  gulph,  of  fliips  at  anchor  there, 
«*  and  cattle  rambling  through  the  meadows, 
"  caufed  tranfports  which  I  have  doubtlefs  felt, 
"  but  which  I  cannot  here  defcribe."  Our 
Commodore  hoifted  Dutch  colours,  and  fired  a 
gun ;  but  though  feveral  boats  were  failing  in 
the  bay,  none  of  them  came  along  fide.  In  a 
few  hours  a  periagua,  rowed  by  Indians,  ad- 
vanced towards  the  (hip,  and  the  commanding 
officer  enquired  in  Dutch  who  they  were  •,  but 
refufed  to  go  on  board.  Monf.  Bougainville, 
however,  proceeded  under  all  his  fails,  and  in 
the  afternoon  came  to  an  anchor  oppofite  the 
fadtory. 

Two  Dutch  foldiers,  one  of  whom  fpoke 
French,  now  came  on  board  the  Boudeufe, 
demanding  the  reafon  of  the  Commodore's  en- 
tering that  port,  when  he  mud  know  that  the 
fhips  of  the  Dutch  Eaft  India  Company  had 
an  exclufive  right  to  that  privilege.  He  was 
anfwercd,  in  brief,  that  neceflity  was  the  mo- 
1  live  •, 
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tive }  that  hunger  muft  preclude  the  force  of 
treaties,  and  that  they  would  depart  as  foon  as 
their  wants  were  fupplied. 

The  fokliers  foon  returned  with  the  copy  of 
an  order  from  the  Governor  of  Amboyna, 
who  prefides  over  the  Refident  at  Boero,  for- 
bidding him  to  admit  foreign  fhips  into  that 
port.  The  Refident,  therefore,  entreated 
Monf.  Bougainville  to  declare,  in  writing,  the 
(caufe  of  his  putting  in  there ;  that  he  might 
tranfmit  fuch  declaration  to  the  Governor  of 
Amboyna,  in  juftification  of  his  own  conduct. 

This  requeft  being  complied  with,  all  dif. 
ficukies  were  at  an  end  ;  the  Refident  having 
performed  his  duty  as  a  fervant  of  the  Com- 
pany, was  anxious  to  difchafge  the  fuperior 
duties  of  humanity.  The  Commodore  and  his 
Officers  vifited  him  on  Ihiire,  were  received  in 
tht  inoft  friendly  manner,  and  accepted  his 
invitation  to  fupper.  ^ 

The  Refident  and  his  company  beheld  with 
equM  pleafure  and  furprize  the  efFccls  that  hun- 
ger had  on  the  appetites  of  the  guefts  j  nor 
were  they  willing  to  eat  themfelves,  leaft  they 
Ihould  deprive  their  now  too  happy  vifirants 
of  their  full  Ihafe  of  their  repaft.  Monf.  Bou- 
gainville confefles,  that  he  was  fupremely  hap- 
py, becaule  he  had  previoufly  fent  on  board 
what  would  be  an  equal  feaft  to  both  the  Ihips 
companies.  A  contra6l  was  now  made,  that, 
while  the  fhips  (hould  remain  in  that  harbour, 

venifon 


ROUND  THE    WORLD.      327 

venifon  Ihould  be  daily  fiipplied  to  the  crews* 
that  eighteen  oxen,  a  number  of  iheep  and 
poultry,  and  a  quantity  of  rice  (to  fupply  the 
place  oi  bread)  Ihould  be  put  on  board.  The 
Refident  was  likewife  obliging  eno»  ^a  to  furniflx 
the  fick  with  a  quantity  of  pulfe  from  the  Com- 
pany's garden  •,  but  much  could  not  be  ob- 
tained, as  it  is  not  generally  cultivated  on  the 
jdand. 

The  fick  were  now  brought  on  (hore,  and 
the  majority  of  the  feamen  were  likewife  indul- 
ged in  walking  about  for  their  health  and  plea- 
fure.  The  Commodore  hired  the  flaves  be- 
longing to  the  Company  to  fill  the  water  calks, 
and  to  carry  the  feveral  neceflaries  on  board. 

Monf.  Bougainville  and  his  officers  were  gra- 
tified with  the  pleafiarcof  flag  hunting,  and  he 
mentions  the  deer  >of  this  country  as  mo^t  ex- 
quifite  food.  The  Dutch  originally  traofported 
them  hither.  This  ifland  is  defcribed  as  a  de- 
lightful compofition  of  woods,  hills,  plains, 
and  well-watered  vallies.         " 

The  town  of  Cajeli,  and  about  fourteen 
Indian  dwellings,  formed  the  Dutch  fettlement. 
A  (lone  fort,  which  the  Dutch  had  originally 
eredted,  was  accidentally  blown  up  in  the  year 
1689;  fince  which  time  it  has  no  enclofure 
but  that  of  palifadoes,  with  a  battery  of  fix 
fmall  cannons.  About  fifty  white  people  are 
all  that  r.efide  on  the  ifland,  of  whom  a  Scrjeanc 
And  twenty- five  men,  commanded  by  the  He- 
1  fident. 
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fidcnt,  form  a  part.  The  negroes  who  rcfide 
in  the  interior  parts  of  the  country  fubfift  by 
the  cultivation  of  rice. 

1  he  Moors  and  the  Alfourians  arc  the  genuine 
natives  ot  this  country  j  the  former  are  pro- 
tected by  the  Dutch  fadory,  who  endeavour 
to  inlpire  them  with  the  dread  of  all  foreign- 
ers. Thefc  people  are  principally  kept  in  awe 
by  the  influence  of  their  own  Chiefs,  for  whom 
the  Dutch  Refident  profefles  a  fincere  regard. 
Dutch  policy,  in  this^  as  in  all  their  other 
fettlcments,  is  the  lame  5  by  fomenting  a  jea- 
louly  among  the  Chiefs  of  their  refpe6live  de- 
pendants, a  plot  is  no  fooner  formed  by  one 
Chief,  than  it  is  revealed  by  another.  The  na- 
tives of  Boero  are  not  treated  as  flaves  by  the 
Dutch ;  their  flaves  being  procured  from  the 
iflands  of  Ccram,  or  Celebes. 

Lnlimited  freedom  and  independence  appear 
to  icign  among  tne  Alfourians,  who,  reflding 
on  the  mountains  in  the  interior  parts  of  the 
ifland  fubflft  on  the  produce  of  their  hunting, 
with  fruits  and  fago.  It  is  prefumed  they  are  not 
Mahometans,  becaufe  they  eat  fwines  flefh. 
The  principal  people  among  the  Alfourians 
pay  occalional  viflts  to  the  Dutch  Refldent  •, 
*'  they  would  do  as  well  (fays  our  author)  to 
*'  ftay  at  home." 

The  chief  produds  of  this  ifland  are  various 
kinds  of  wood,  particularly  black  and  white 
ebony  \  and  there  is  a  fine  plantation  of  pepper. 

The 
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l^he  fruits  arc  pine-apples,  citrons,  lemons, 
bitter  oranges,  fhaddocks,  bananas  and  cocoa- 
nuts.  Very  good  barley  is  likewife  a  produce 
of  this  country. 

Parrots,  and  a  variety  of  dther  birds,  many 
of  them  extremely  beautiful,  abound  in  the 
woods.  There  is  likewife  the  wild  cat,  whofe 
bag  under  the  belly  ferves  for  the  conveyance 
of  its  young.  Bats,  and  ferpents  of  an  enor- 
mous fize,  the  latter  of  which  are  laid  to  have 
a  fwallow  capacious  enough  for  the  reception  of 
a  whole  flieep.  There  is  a  fnake  too,  which, 
polling  itfelf  on  the  trees,  darts  into  the  eye  of 
the  pafTenger  who  happens  to  look  up,  and 
the  bite  of  this  animal  is  certain  death. 

Crocodiles  of  an  allonilhing  fize  refide  on 
the  banks  of  the  rivers,  devouring  fuch  beads  as 
fall  in  their  way  •,  and  men  are  only  protefted 
from  their  fury  by  carrying  torches  in  their 
hands.  Monf.  Bougainville  alTerts,  that  thefe 
crocodiles,  which  roam  for  prey  in  the  night, 
have  been  even  known  to  feize  people  in  their 
boats. 

The  name  of  the  Refident  at  Buero  is  Ou- 
man ;  he  is  by  birth  a  Batavian,  and  is  married 
to  a  native  of  Amboyna.  He  lives  in  great 
elegance  and  fplendour,  and  is  attended  by  no 
iefs  than  a  hundred  flaves.  Monf.  Bougain- 
ville fpeaks  of  his  politenefs  and  hofpitality  in 
very  high  terms.  After  having  twice  regaled 
the  French  Officers  in  the  ceremonious  way,  he 

T  t  bid 


-fell 

.      I  ■•        », 


'  i!iliJi! 


...    <i. 


■1 


WW 


330    M.  DE  BOUGAINVILLL's  Voyage 

bid  adieu  to  all  fet  forms,  but  his  houfe  wa«) 
conftantly  open  to  them,  as  their  own  ;  they  al- 
ways found  good  viands  and  liquors,  and  our 
author  thinks  this  was  no  inconfiderablc  degree 
of  civility  to  perfons  who  had  fo  lately  been  on 
the  point  of  ftarving. 

The  Refident's  houfe  is  conftru(flcd  in  the 
Chinefe  taftc,  in  the  middle  of -a  garde^n,  which 
is  interfedled  by  a  river :  the  houfe  itfclf  is  a 
handfon.e  building,  and  it  is  elegantly  furnifli- 
ed.  Its  approach  is  through  an  avenue  of 
trees,  which  are  planted  down  to  the  fea-fidc. 
The  wife  and  daughter  were  habited  in  the  Chi- 
licfc  manner,  and  were  no  way  deficient  in  the 
tflcntial  requifites  of  good  breeding.  Their 
chief  employment  confifts  in  making  nofegays, 
and  fcleding  flowers  proper  for  diHillation. 

The  aftonilhment  of  Aotourou,  at  tJiis  firfl: 
fight  of  an  European  fcttlcment,  may  be  more 
eafily  conceived  than  defcribcd.  He  regarded 
every  objc»^  with  an  intenfenefs  of  curiofity 
fcarccly  to  be  fatisfied  5  but  he  was  particularly 
charmed  with  the  hofpitality  of  the  Dutch. 
He  fuppofed  every  thing  freely  given,  as  he 
did  not  fee  any  thing  returned  by  way  of  bar- 
ter. Monf.  Bougainville  fays,  that  he  hehaved 
fcnfibly  with  refped  to  the  Dutch^  to  whom  he 
intimated  the  confequence  he  was  of  in  his  own 
country,  and  that  his'  prefcnt  voyage  was  mere- 
ly plcafurable  with  friends  whom  he  eflecmed. 
His  conftant  pra6tice  was  to  imitate  the  man- 
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ncrs  of  the  French,  both  in  their  vifns,  anil  in 
their  rural  amulcmept-s.  The  knees  of  this 
Indian  being  diflortcd,  he  attributed,  to  that 
circumllance,  his  not  bcin<5  taken  with  the  Com- 
modore on  his  fiift  vilit  to  the  Refidt^nr, 
and  actually  defircd  fome  of  the  feamcn  to 
prefs  their  weight  on  his  knees,  to  make  them 
llrait.— riiis,  furcly,  is  no  great  proof  of  that 
good  fenfc  which  Monf.  Bougainville  has  fre- 
quently hinted  that  Aotcurou  was  poflefled 
of! — This  iflander  would  frequently  enquire  if 
Paris  was  as  grand  a  place  as  Boero. 

Though  the  French  were  only  fix  days  on 
fhore,  the  healthful  air  of  the  place  had  fo  far 
recovered  the  fick,  that,  by  the  help  of  the 
refrelhments  now  ready  to  be  put  on  board,  it 
was  very  pofliblc  to  perfect  the  cure  at  fea. 

The  fick  people  were  conveyed  to  the  fliips 
in  the  morning  of  the  7th,  and  before  evening 
every  one  was  on  board,  in  expeftation  oi  the 
land-breeze,  by  which,  after  much  difficulty 
in  weighing  the  anchor,  they  were  enabled  to 
fail  about  an  hour  before  midnight,  and  got 
clear  of  the  gulph  of  Cajeli  before  morning. 

Monf,  Bougainville  now  proceeds  to  a  recital 
of  the  incidents  which  occurred  during  his  pal- 
fage  from  Boero  to  Batavia,  in  which  we  (hall 
trace  him  with  all  neccffary  exaflnefs. 

Having  coafted  the  ifland  of  Boero,  the  ifles 
of  Manipa  and  Kilang  were  feen  on  the  morn- 
ing of  the  8th,  and  on  the  9th  they  had  fight 
-        .  T  t  :>  of 
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of  the  ifland  of  XuUabeffic,  where  the  Dutch 
have  a  fadlory,  named  Cieverblad,  that  is,  the 
Clover- leaf.  There  is  a  garrifon,  confiding  of 
twenty-five  men,  under  the  difcipline  of  a  Ser^ 
jeant,  and  commanded  by  a  perfon  who  holds 
no  higher  rank  than  book-keeper  to  the  Dutch 
Eaft  India  Company, 

On  the  loth  the  Commodore  buried  his  tay- 
lor,  who  fell  a  facrifice  to  the  fcurvy,  encreafcd, 
when  on  the  point  of  cure,  by  an  exceffivc 
drinking  of  brandy. 

On  the  morning  of  the  lith  they  had  fight 
of  the  ifland  of  Wawoni,  and  in  a  few  hours 
faw  that  of  Button,  the  ftreights  of  which  they 
entered  on  the  following  day,  and  obferved  a 
vefiel  of  a  Iquare  form,  ranging  the  (bore,  and 
towing  a  periagua.  The  French  fhips  were  no 
fooner  obferved  by  this  veffel,  than  (he  furled 
her  fail,  and  concealed  herfelf  behind  a  fmall 
ifland.  A  French  feaman,  whom  Monf.  Bou- 
gainville had  engaged  at  Boero,  faid,  that  the 
vefifel  in  quellion  was  manned  by  a  fet  of  Indian 
pirates,  who  made  a  pradice  of  taking  pri- 
foners,  in  order  to  fell  them. 

In  the  afternoon  the  fliips  failed  by  a  beau- 
tiful port  on  the  coaft  of  Celebes,  the  view  of 
which  land  is  delightfully  variegated  by  moun- 
tains, hills,  and  valhes,  and  clothed  with  at) 
exuberance  of  verdure.  In  a  few  hour^  after- 
wards the  ifland  of  Pangafani  was  in  fight,  to 
^he  northward  of  which  appeared  the  highcft 
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mountains  of  Celebes.  Pangafani  is  a  flat 
ifland,  abounding  in  trees,  and  our  author  con- 
jefturcs,  that  it  produces  fpices;  it  is,  how- 
ever, certain,  that  it  is  well  inhabited,  from 
the  number  of  fires  that  were  feen  on  it  during 
the  night. 

On  the  morning  of  the  13th  the  fhips  were 
furrounded  with  Indian  boats,  bringing  parro- 
qucts,  cockatoes,  fowls,  eggs,  and  bananas, 
which  the  natives  fold  for  Dutch  money,  or  ex- 
changed for  knives.  Thefe  people  were  inha- 
bitants of  a  confiderable  diftrict  on  the  moun- 
tains of  Button,  oppofite  the  place  where  the 
fhips  lay  at  anchor.  On  this  fpot  the  land  is 
cleared  and  cultivated,  the  property  of  different 
perfons,  being  divided  by  ditches.  Some  of 
the  fields  are  enclofcd  by  hedges,  ;»nd  there  are 
houfcs  in  thefe  fields ;  befides  which  there  are 
feveral  villages. 

The  produce  of  the  country  confifts  in  po- 
tatoes, yams,  rice,  maize,  &c.  and  the  bana- 
nas are  deemed  as  good  as  in  any  part  of  the 
world.  Pine- apples,  mangl^  apples,  cocoa- 
nuts,  and  citrons,  are  very  plentiful.  Th# 
natives  are  of  a  brown  complexion,  ordinary 
features,  and  of  low  flature.  They  profefs 
the  Mahometan  faith,  and  fpeak  the  language 
common  in  the  Molucca  ifles.  They  are  very 
honeft,  though  expert  traders. — They  offered 
Monf.  Bougainville  fome  pieces  of  coarfe  cottoa 
ploth  ^  but  he  does^  not  fay  whether  he  dealt 
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with  them  or  not ;  he  afl^ed  them  for  fome  niit- 
ir.iegs,  which  they  faid  they  procured  from  the 
iQand  of  Ccram,  and  in  the  neighbourhood  of 
Banda;  and  his  remark  is,  that  the  Dutch 
cannot  fupply  them  from  ihofe  places. 

Our  author  defcribes  the  coaft  of  Pangafani 
as  rifmg  in  the  form  of  an  amphitheatre,  from 
the  level  of  the  coaft,  which  he  imagines  is 
frequently  overflowed,  becaufe  the  dwellings 
of  the  natives  were  obferved  to  be  fituated  on 
the  flope  of  the  hills.  The  people  of  Button 
confidcr  the  inhabitants  of  Pangafani  as  pi- 
rates, and  each  party  is  provided  againft  the 
attacks  of  the  other  by  a  dagger,  which  is  al- 
ways worn,  ftuck  in  the  girdle. 

The  (hips  failed  on  the  morning  of  the  14th, 
but  coming  to  an  anchor  in  a  few  hours  after- 
wards, a  number  of  periaguas  furrounded  the 
Boudeufe,  one  of  which  hoifting  Dutch  co- 
lours, the  reft  retreated,  that  flie  might  come 
along  fide.  It  appeared,  that  in  this  boat  was 
one  of  the  Chiefs  of  the  country,  to  whom 
alone  the  Dutch  permit  the  diftindion  of  carry- 
ing their  colours. 

Our  Commodore  failed  again  on  the  15th, 
and  in  the  afternoon  of  that  day  difpatched  his 
barge  after  a  boat  which  was  feen  in  a  large 
bay,  with  a  view  to  procure  a  pilot  •,  and  the 
boat  readily  came,  having  an  Indian  on  board, 
who,  for  thirteen  fhillings,  readily  engaged  in 
the  pilotage :  but  his  intended  fervices  were  ren- 
dered 


I  ■ ,»-;, 


ROUND    THE    WORLD.    3^5 

dcred  unnccefTary,  by  the  fun  happening  to 
fliine  with  great  luftre  on  a  fpot  which  diredled 
their  pafiing  out  of  the  channel. 

As  oppofing  winds  and  tides  now  obliged 
the  (hips  to  come  to  an  anchor,  the  periaguas 
came  off  in  great  numbers,  bringing  pieces  of 
cotton,  articles  of  curiofity,  and  variety  of  re- 
freftiments.  At  the  approach  of  evening  the 
(hips  got  clear  of  the  narrow  pafs,  and  anchor- 
ed in  Bouton  Bay. 

Monf.  Bougainville  gives  an  animated  de- 
fcription  of  the  paflage  he  had  juft  cleared. 
The  coaft  of  Button  abounds  in  enclofures 
proper  for  the  catching  filh,  while  the  rifing 
grounds  are  befpread  with  habitations.  The 
oppofite  fhore  15  n  Tpendicular  •,  and  after  paf- 
fmg  the  gallej  .ih  fides  are  fleep,  hanging 
in  lome  places  over  the  channel.  "  One  would 
"  think  (fays  our  author^  that  the  god  of  the 
«*  fea  had  opened  a  paflage  here  for  the  fwelled 
•*  waters,  by  a  llroke  of  his  trident.'* — Might 
he  not  as  well  have  faid,  that  the  great  God  of 
Nature  is  equally  wife  and  wonderful  in  all  his 
works  ? — The  coaft  of  Pangafani  has  two  or 
three  houfes  on  it,  though  it  is  little  elfe  than  a 
folid  rock,  yet  well  cloathcd  with  trees. 

The  Indian  pilot  above-mentioned  gave  the 
beft  inftrudions  in  his  power,  refpeding  the 
jnode  of  paffing  this  gut  •,  but  he  appeared 
totally  unskilled  in  the  European  art  of  navi- 
gation.    Another  Indian,  fuppof«:d  to  be  the- 
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pilot's  father,  went  on  board  the  Boudeufc  in 
the  morning,  and  remained  till  the  evenings 
They  both  drank  plentifully  of  brandy,  buc 
would  cat  only  bananas  and  chew  betel,  abfo- 
lutely  refufing  to  tafte  of  the  (hip's  provifions. 

On  the  morning  of  the  17th,  while  the  (hips 
were  under  fail,  the  Indians  came  off  in  great 
numbers,  bringing  fruit,  poultry,  and  eggs, 
which  they  fold  fo  reafonably,  that  even  the 
common  feamen  could  poflcfs  themfelves  of 
thofe  refreflbments,  in  very  great  abundance,  fo 
that  both  the  fhips  had  the  appearance  of  large 
poulterers  (hops,  and  capital  fruiterers  ware- 
houfes  on  a  market  dav.  - 

This  morning  five  of  the  Orencaies,  or  Chiefs 
of  Button,  came  oH  in  a  boat  of  the  European 
form,  with  Dutch  colours  hoifted  at  its  poop. 
Thefe  people  were  dreffed  in  jackets  and  long 
breeches,  with  turbans,  and  each  of  them  had 
a  filver- headed  cane,  with  the  Company's 
marks  on  it.  They  gave  Monf.  Bougainville  a 
Roe-buck,  and  received  in  return,  each  a  quan- 
tity of  filk  ftufFs.  They  paid  many  compliw 
ments  to  the  French  nation,  freely  drinking 
the  health  of  his  mod  Chriftian  Majefty,  and 
the  king  of  Button,  fo  freely,  indeed,  that 
they  were,  at  length,  obliged  to  be  helped 
down  the  (hip's  fide  into  their  boats. 

The  Commodore  enquired  of  the  OrencaieF, 
whether  any  fpices  grew  on  the  ifland  of  Button  - 
to  which  chey  replied  in  the  negative,  and  were 
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enftty  credited,  on  account  of  the  weaknefs  of 
the  Dutch  fettlement,  which  is  nothing  more 
than  a  few  huts,  built  of  the  Bamboo  cane, 
and  enclofed  with  pallifadoes.  The  whole 
guard,  on  the  part  of  the  company,  confills 
only  of  a  Serjeant  and  three  men.  The  coafl: 
oppofite  Button  is  enclofed,  cultivated,  and 
well-peopled ;  nor  is  the  ifland  itfelf  lefs  po- 
pulous, or  lefs  fruitful. 

In  the  morning  the  Indian  pilot  vifited  the 
Commodore,  and  informed  him,  that  the  fouth- 
eaft  wind  would  blow  frelheft  exadlly  at  noon. 
This  proved  to  be  ftriclly  true,  and  was  a  cir- 
cumftance  fo  well  known  to  the  natives,  that 
all  the  boats  which  had  furrounde^i  the  fhip  re- 
tired before  the  fun  had  gained  his  meridian 
altitude. 

Monf  Bougainville,  taking  advantage  of  the 
pilot's  advice,  got  out  to  fea  with  a  fair  wind, 
fleering  for  the  ifland  of  Salcyor,  which  he  dif- 
covered  on  the  i8th. — On  this  ifland  the  Dutch 
have  a  fmall  fettlement,  the  principal  Refldenc 
at  which  is  the  book-keeper.  This  day  at  noon 
three  iflands  were  difcovered,  which  were  called 
North  IJlandy  South  JJland,  and  IJlc  of  Pcjfage ; 
which  laft  was  fo  denominated  from  the  fliips 
paflTing  near  it,  for  the  advantage  of  a  &fe  na. 
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By  day-light  on  the  19th  they  were  within 
about  a  league  of  the  coafl  of  Celebes,  which, 
in  this  part  is  defcribed  as  one  of  the  finell 
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countries  in  the  world.  Immenfc  herds  of 
cattle  graze  on  the  plains,  which  are  adorned 
with  groves,  while  the  coaft  is  one  continued 
plantation  of  the  cocoa-nut  tree.  The  plains 
are  in  moft  places  cultivated  and  covered  with 
houfcs,  while  the  mountains  behind  them  add 
dignity  and  ornament  to  the  whole  pidure. 

On  this  day  Monf.  Bougainville  chafed  a 
Malayan  boat,  in  the  hope  of  obtaining  a  pi- 
lot acquainted  with  the  coaft  ;  but  (he  fled  at 
his  approach,  nor  even  brought  to,  after  he 
had  fired  feveral  guns  at  her.  He  conjedlures* 
that  the  Boudeufe  was  miftaken  for  a  Dutch 
ihip,  and  obferves,  that  the  generality  of  peo- 
ple on  this  coaft  are  pirates,  who  are  alway* 
made  flaves  of  when  they  are  taken  by  the 
Dutch. 

The  fhips  having,  during  the  evening,  fleer- 
ed between  an  ifland  named  Tanakeka,  and 
three  fmaller  ifles,  orders  were  given  at  mid- 
night to  carry  all  the  fail  pofTible,  in  order  to 
come  within  fight  of  the  ifles  of  Alambai. 

At  midnight,  between  the  21ft  and  22d, 
a  boat  was  obferved  advancing  towards  the 
fliips  5  but,  though  guns  were  repeatedly  fired 
fhe  bore  off,  in  the  apprehenfion,  as  conjec- 
tured, that  they  were  Dutch  veflels. — Mon£ 
Bougainville's  obfervation  is,  that  "  thefe  peo- 
"  pie  are  more  afraid  of  the  Dutch,  than  of 
•'  the  firing  of  guns." — And,  indeed,  this  ob- 
i«rvacion  feems  to  be  verified  by  another  boat 
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being  equally  ftudious  to  avoid  them,  a  few 
hours  afterwards. 

In  the  afternoon  of  the  2  ad  the  north  coaft 
of  Madura  was  feen  from  the  maft-hcad,  and 
a  number  of  fifhing  boats  were  obferved,  fome 
at  anchor,  and  fome  employed  in  their  bufi- 
nefs. — On  the  following  morning  four  Ihips 
were  feen,  two  of  which  hoifted  Dutch  colours, 
and  one  of  them  was  fpol'-  w  by  the  Bou- 
deufe,  which  proved  to  be  a  fnow  from  Ma- 
lacca, bound  for  Japara. 

Monf.  Bougainville  now  coafted  the  land  of 
Java,  the  fhore  of  which  is  level,  but  the  in- 
terior country  abounds  in  lofty  mountains. 

On  the  morning  of  the  26th  the  coaft  of 
Java  appeared  with  the  rifmg  fun.  In  the  af- 
ternoon the  Commodore  fpcke  with  a  Dutch- 
man, who  commanded  a  boat  bound  for  the 
ifles  of  Amboina  and  Ternate,  who  faid  that, 
according  to  his  reckoning,  he  was  then  twen- 
ty-fix leagues  from  Batavia. 

Having  come  to  an  anchor  for  the  night,  the 
(hips  failed  early  in  the  morning  of  the  27th, 
and,  on  the  following  night,  came  to  an  an- 
chor, in  the  fear  of  having  even  paft  the  port 
of  Batavia  ;  but  having  fight  of  the  church  of 
that  town  in  the  morning,  they  failed  into,  and 
foon  anchored  in  the  road,  happy  to  have,  af- 
ter fo  many  toils,  difficulties  and  dangers, 
reached  a  fpot  which  they  conceived  would  foon 
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put  a  period  to  all  their  misfortunes,  by  cnfuring 
them  a  fafe  arrival  in  Europe. 

Monf.  Bougainville  now  proceeds  to  recite 
fuch  incidents  as  happened  during  the  time  he 
was  at  Batavia,  and  gives  fome  particulars  re- 
fpecling  the  Molucca  iflands. 

We  fcarce  know  how  to  treat  this  fubjed 
with  the  delicacy  with  which  it  ought  to  be 
touched,  as  the  readers  of  thefe  volumes  are 
already  apprized  of  almoft  every  interefting 
particular  refpefling  Batavia ;  but  we  fhall, 
with  the  utmofl  diligence,  feledl  fuch  circum. 
fiances  as  our  French  hiftorian  has  recorded, 
v/hich  have  been  either  unknown  to,  or  not 
treated  of  by  the  Englilh  navigators. 

Monf.  Bougainville,  for  reafons  which  would 
operate  on  every  prudent  Commander,  refol- 
ved  to  make  his  (lay  at  Batavia  as  (hort  as  pof. 
fible  ;  but  the  want  of  bifcuit,  a  fufRcient 
quantity  of  which  was  not  baked,  compelled 
him  to  itay  longer  than  he  had  intended. 

A  Dutch  officer  came  on  board  with  a  writ- 
ten paper,  of  which  our  Frenchman  underftood 
not  a  word ;  but  the  Cockfwain  having  en- 
quired who  their  vifitants  were,  demanded  a 
certificate,  written  and  figned  by  the  command- 
ing officer.  Monf.  Bougainville,  who  had 
fent  an  officer  on  fliore  to  wait  on  the  Governor, 
declined  to  give  any  anfwer  till  his  return. 
This  Officer  came  back  late  in  the  evening 
Hjvjt^h  an  account,  that  his  Excellency  was  at  his 
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coiintry-houfe,  but  that  he  had  been  with  the 
Shebarider^  who  promifed  to  introduce  the  Com- 
modore to  the  Dutch  General,  on  the  following 
day. 

The  heat  of  this  climate  requires,  thatVifits 
(hould  be  made  early  in  the  morning:  Monf. 
Bougainville  therefore  fet  out  foon  after  day- 
break, and,  after  waiting  on  the  Shebander, 
was  by  him  condu6ted  to  the  Governor  General, 
who  was  then  at  one  of  his  country  refidences 
about  nine  miles  from  the  town. 

The  behaviour  of  this  Chief  of  an  import- 
ant diftri6t  was  equally  fincere  and  obliging: 
he  approved  of  the  condudl  of  the  Refident  at 
Bocro,  in  his  treatment  of  the  French  during 
the  hour  of  their  diftrefs.  He  gave  permifTion 
for  the  fick  to  be  lodged  in  the  hofpital,  and 
iflued  the  proper  orders  for  their  being  receiv- 
ed. The  furnilhing  of  the  neccffary  fupplies 
vas  left  to  the  Shebander,  and  when  all  mat- 
ters of  bufinefs  were  ended,  the  Governor 
afked  the  Commodore  if  he  would  falute  the 
citadel.  To  this  it  was  anfwered  in  the  affirma- 
tive, on  the  condition  that  the  falute  fliould  be 
properly  returned.  Thefe  preliminaries  being 
adjufted,  Monf.  Bougainville  went  on  board 
his  {hip,  faluted  with  fifteen  guns,  and  was 
complimented  with  the  fame  number. 

Confidering  the  matter  ferioufly,  is  not  all 
this  moft  egregious  nonfenfe  ?— A  Frenchman 
agrees  tg  w^lte  a  cetain  (quantity  of  his  Maf- 
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ter's  powder,  provided  a  Dutchman  will  blow 
into  the  air,  an   equal   quantity   of  the  pow- 
f}  .  of  their  High  Mightincflcs,  the  States  Ge- . 
reral ! 

The  fick  people  were  now  fent  to  the  hofpi- 
tal,  twenty-eight  in  number,  moft  of  whom 
were  troubled  with  the  bloody  flux,  and  the  reft 
with  the  fcurvy. 

The  officers  having  taken  lodgings  in  the 
town,  fixed  a  day  for  paying  a  vifit  of  cere- 
mony to  the  Governor,  at  his  country-feat, 
called  Jacatra  i  after  which  they  vifited,  in 
form,  an  officer  called  Schout-by-Nacht^  or 
Rear  Mmiral^  who  is  a  member  of  the  Regen- 
cy, and  has  a  vote  in  every  matter  refpeding 
maritime  affairs.  This  gentleman  lives  with  a 
degree  of  fplendor  that  would  not  difgrace  a 
Prince. 

Monf.  Bougainville  mentions  the  theatre  of 
Batavia,  as  an  elegant  building ;  but  of  the 
performances  he  was  not  qualified  to  judge, 
from  a  total  ignorance  of  the  language.  His 
curiofity  impelled  him  to  take  a  view  of  the 
Chinefe  comedies,  but  of  thele,  alfo,  he  could 
form  no  judgment  but  from  fight.  Exclufive 
of  the  exhibitions  on  the  regular  theatres,  he 
fays,  that  a  kind  of  pantomine  is  daily  per- 
formed, on  fcaffislds  ercdled  in  the  Chinefe 
quarter  of  the  city.  It  is  a  fingularity  of  the 
Chinefe  comedy,  that  the  charafters  of  men 
arc  reprcfented  by  women  5  lior  is  it  unfrcquent 

to 


ROUND  THE    WORLD.      54^ 

to  fee  the  a<5lors  entertain  the  fpedtators  with  a 
boxing-match. 

Our  ingenious  voyager  reprcfents  the  neigh- 
bourhood of  Batavia  as  elegant  beyond  de- 
fcription. —  The  neatnefs  is  all  Dutch;  the 
magnificence  truly  Parifian. — A  clergyman  of 
Batavia,  Mr.  Mohr,  diftinguifhed  for  his  im- 
menfe  riches,  and  his  extenfive  knowledge,  has 
erefted,  in  the  garden  of  one  of  his  country- 
houfes,  one  of  the  mod  fuperb  obfervatories  in 
the  world,  and  has  furniflied  it  with  great  va- 
riety of  inftruments  of  the  conftrudbion  of  Eu- 
ropean artifts.  Our  author  obferves,  that  he 
"  is  doubtlefs  the  richefl  of  all  the  children  of 
"  Urania." 

The  water  of  Batavia  is  of  fo  bad  a  quality* 
that  the  people  of  fortune  import  Seltzer  water 
from  Holland,  for  their  common  drinking,  at 
a  moft  enormous  expence.  The  houfes  of  this 
city  are  built  only  one  ftory  high,  on  account 
of  the  frequent  earthquakes,  which  would  be 
of  pernicious  confequence  to  buildings  of  a 
lofty  conftru<5tion. 

The  riches  of  the  Batavians  are  marked  by 
the  magnificent  tafte  in  which  their  houfes  are 
f^rnifiied  ;  yet  is  the  city  faid  to  be  much  infe- 
rior to  what  it  was  fome  years  ago ;  and  it  is 
certain,  that  the  rent  of  houfes  is  not  half  as 
much  as  it  was  :  yet  will  this  place  always  be 
rich,  through  the  refined  policy  of  the  Dutch, 
which  makes  it  difficult  for  any  man,  after  he 
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has  amaflcd  a  fortune,  to  tranfmit  it  to  Europe  : 
for  any  money  intended  to  bcfent  to  FloUand, 
mull  pafs  through  the  hands  of  the  Company, 
\vho  charge  eight  per  cent,  for  the  cure  of 
fending  it  to  Europe-,  cxclufive  of  which,  the 
current- money  of  Batavia  would  fultain  a  lofs 
of  no  lefs  than  twenty-eight  per  cent,  even  if 
it  cnuld  be  fmuggled  out  of  the  country. 

'J  he  diilindion  ot  rank  is  obferved  in  the 
Itriclclt  degree  at  Batavia.  What  the  PVencK 
call  tiie  Etiquette  is  never  difpcnfed  with.  1  he 
gradation  of  rank  is  as  follows,  viz.  the  high  Re- 
gency, the  Court  of  Jufticc,  the  Ecdeiiallics, 
the  Company's  fervants,  the  fea  ollicers,  and 
thofe  of  the  military. 

Ther*^  is  no  appeal  from  the  decifions  of  the 
Court  of  Juftice.  This  court,  about  twenty 
years  fmce,  fcntenced  to  death  the  Governor  of 
Ceylon,  who  had  been  convided  of  mofl:  infa- 
mous upprefTioiis  in  his  government-,  and  lie 
was  executed  opporue  the  citadel  at  Batavia. 

If  any  of  the  refpedive  fovereigns  of  the 
iQand  of  Java  ofi^end  againft  the  eftablifhed 
Dutch  policy,  they  are  put  to  death  in  the  mofl 
inhuman  manner.  On  thefe  melancholy  oc- 
cafions,  the  unhappy  fufferers  are  drelTed  in 
white  drawers,  and  are  never  beheaded,  from 
a  conviction  prevalent  among  them,  that  ap- 
pearing in  any  other  drefs,  or  vifiting  the  other 
world  without  their  heads,  would  be  produc- 
tive of  the  mod  fatal  confequences :  nor  do  the 
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Dutch  dare  to  controvert  thcfe  opinions,  as  the 
immediate  confequence  of  fuch  a  procedure  on 
their  part  would  be  a  revolt  of  that  of  the  Ja- 
vanefc. 

The  Dutch  Company  have  an  cxclufive 
right  to  a  large  part  of  the  ifland  of  Java.— 
The  ifland  of  Madura  did  formerly  belong  to 
them,  but  the  Chief  of  it  revolted  from  their 
authority,  and  the  fon  of  this  revoltinr;  king 
is  at  prefent  the  Governor  of  that  very  ifland, 
of  which  his  father  had  been  the  Sovereign. 

The  Dutch,  equally  deep  in  ev^ry  ilroke  of 
their  politics,  have  feized  the  province  of  Ba- 
limburan,  in  confequence  of  the  Sovereign  of 
that  diftrid  having  revolted  from  their  autho- 
rity. It  is  aflerted,  that  the  Englifli  erected 
him  a  fort,  and  fupplied  him  with  arms  and 
ammunition  to  combat  that  flavery,  which  he 
thought  the  more  an  indignitVt  I  tcaufe  it  was 
impelled  by  the  mercantile  world.  After  a 
war  of  two  years,  and  after  repeated  battles, 
in  the  lafl  of  which  the  Javaneie  Prince  and 
his  family  were  made  prifoners,  the  Dutch  be- 
came final  conquerors,  and  the  routed  Sove 
reign  being  lodged  in  the  citadel  of  Baravia, 
foon  fell  a  facrifice  to  the  grief  that  preyed  on 
his  mind.  When  Monf.  Bougainville  arrived 
at  Batavia,  it  was  in  agitation  to  fend  the  fon 
and  the  other  branches  of  this  unhappy  family 
to  the  Cape  of  Good  Hope,  in  order  that  they 
might  fpend  the  remains  of  a  wretched  ex- 
iftencc  on  the  ifland  of  Robcn.    The  feveral 
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Chiefs  of  the  different  diftri£ls  of  the  ifund  of 
Java  are  furrounded  with  Dutch  guards,  fo 
that  they  arc  Kings  only  in  name.  From  thcfe,. 
however,  the  Dutch  receive  arrac,  rice,  fugar, 
coffee  and  tin }  in  return  for  which  they  fup- 
ply  opium,  the  fale  of  which  is  very  profitable, 
from  the  great  quantities  confumed  by  the  Ja- 
vanefe. 

Our  Commodore  now  proceeds  to  a  defcrip* 
tion  of  the  commerce  of  Batavia,  and  a  reci- 
tal of  many  particulars  refpeding  the  Molucca 
iHands.;  but  thefe  particulars,  or  others  fo  ex- 
ceedingly refembling  them,  being  recorded  in 
many  volumes  of  voyages,  we  (hall  pafs  them? 
over  in  fearch  of  ibmething  really  new,  and  re- 
fpedling  which  our  author  appears  to  have 
been  well  informed. 

Before  the  crews  of  the  Boudeufe  and  Etoile 
had  been  ten  days  at  Batavia,  the  difeafes  com- 
mon to  that  climate  began  to  attack  them  with 
all  their  fury.  From  a  vigorous  ftate  of  health 
the  people  were,  in  a  few  days,  reduced  to  the 
brink  of  the  graven  nor  could  the  Commo> 
dore's  utmofl  diligence  enable  him  to  tranfad 
his  arairs  wiiii  a  proper  degree  cf  difpatch,  at 
the  illnefs  of  the  Shebander  himfelf  prevented 
the  acceleration  of  his  bufinefs. 

Every  officer  on  board  the  Boudeufe  began 
to  feel  the  fatal  effeds  of  the  climate ;  and,  at 
length,  Aotourou  felt  the  direful  influence  of 
this  peftifsrou.s  clime  -,  and  ic  is  fuppofed,  that 
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nothing  but  the  rcadincfs  with  which  he  took 
the  prefcriptions  oBered  hiin,  could  have  faved 
him  from  the  moft  fatal  confequences  of  the 
contagion.  For  a  long  time  after  he  left  Bata- 
via,  he  diftinguiihed  it  by  the  name  of  Enoua 
Mate^  the  land  which  kills* 

Monf.  Bougainville  now  proceeds  to  a  de- 
fcription  of  his  leaving  Batavia,  his  touching 
at  the  ifle  of  France,  and  his  return  to  his  na- 
tive country,  of  which  we  ftiall  have  occafion 
to  fay  but  little,  as  the  run  from  Batavia  to 
Europe  is  univerfally  well  known,  and  has  been 
previoufly  defcribed  in  the  courfe  of  thefe 
volumes. 

The  (hips  failed  on  the  16th  of  October, 
1768,  and  cleared  the  (Ireights  of  Sunda  on 
the  19th  in  the  afternoon.  By  this  time  the 
crew  were  all  pcrfedlly  recovered  of  the  fcurvy, 
but  a  few  of  them  remained  ill  of  the  bloody 
Hux.  On  the  20th  the  fhips  were  in  fight  of 
the  ifle  of  France,  and  on  the  8th  of  Novem- 
ber, the  Boudeufe  anchored  in  the  port  of  that 
idand  *,  the  Etoile,  which  had  been  unavoida* 
biy  left  behind,  anchoring  in  the  fame  pore  on 
the  following  day. 

At  this  place  the  (hips  were  repaired,  and 
the  Commodore  left  behind  him  on  the  iQand 
feveral  perfons,  who  defired  to  add  to  the 
numbers  already  in  that  colony. 

The  Commodore  exprefles  his  happinefs  that 
he  was  enabled,  after  fo  tedious  a  voyage,  to 
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enrich  this  colony  with  inhabitants  and  ne-- 
ceflarics  •,  but  he  laments  in  the  moft  pathetic 
terms  the  death  of  the  Chevalier  du  Bouchage, 
an  Enfign  on  board  the  King's  (hip,  whofe 
abilities  as  an  officer  could  be  furpafTed  only 
by  his  virtues  and  accomplilhments  as  a  man. 

Our  author  fpeaks,  in  the  moft  lavifli  terms, 
of  the  forges  for  making  iron,  which  are  efta- 
blilhed  on  this  ifland,  and  he  even  prefers  them 
to  thofe  of  Europe  ;  how  far  he  is  juftified  in 
this  preference,  muft  be  left  to  future  naviga- 
tors, or  future  artificers  to  determine. 

Monf.  Bougainville  failed  from  this  place  the 
1 2th  of  December,  1768,  leaving  the  Iitoile 
behind  him,  to  vindcrgo  fome  nccefTary  repairs ; 
and  this  fliip  did  not  arrive  in  France  till  a 
nionth  after  the  Boudeufe,  Without  encoun- 
tering any  fingular  accident,  our  adventurers 
had  fight  of  the  Cape  of  Good  Hope  on  the 
1 8  th  of  Japviary,  and  came  to  an  anchor  in 
Table  Bay  on  the  following  morning. 
.  Our  author  very  judiciouQy  omits  a  defcrip- 
tion  of  fhe  Cape,  which* has  been  fo  often 
and  fo  accurately  defcribed  by  our  circumna- 
vigators, and  other  voyagers :  one  circum- 
ilance,  however,  he  fails  not  to  mention,  that 
;hey  kilhd  a  quadrupede,  named  the  Girafe.^ 
which  was  feventeen  feet  in  height,  and  that 
they  took  the  young  one  alive,  which  mea- 
sured feven  feet.     "  None  of  thefe  (fays  o\ir 

author)  had  been  feen  after  that  which  wa^ 
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*'  brought  to  Rome  in  the  time  of  Ccefar,  and 
**  fhewn  there  in  the  amphitheatre." 

Monf.  Bougainville  failed  from  the  Cape  oa 
the  17th,  and  came  to  an  anchor  off  the  ifland 
of  St.  Helena  on  the  4th  of  February,  where 
Jie  remained  till  the  6ch,  and  then  got  under 
fail  in  purfuance  of  his  voyage  to  France. 

On  the  25th  of  this  month  the  Commodore 
joined  the  Swallow,  commanded  by  Captain 
Carteret :  what  paffed  in  confequence  of  this 
jundion  the  readers  of  thefe  volumes  are  al- 
ready acquainted  with. 

Nothing  material  happened  from  this  time 
till  they  had  fight  of  the  ifle  of  Ufliant,  when 
a  violent  fquall  of  wind  had  nearly  blafted  all 
the  blooming  hopes  of  fo  fine  a  voyage.  On 
the  15th  the  Commodore  bore  away  for  St. 
Maloes,  which  he  entered  on  the  following  day, 
after  an  abfence  of  two  years  and  four  months 
from  his  native  country  ;  during  all  which 
time  he  had  buried  only  feven  of  his  crew,  a 
circumftance  that  will  be  deemed  truly  aftonifli- 
ing,  when  we  refledt  on  the  variety  of  dangers 
they  had  encountered  j  the  amazing  changes  of 
climate  they  had  experienced  ;  the  hair  breadth 
perils  they  had  efcaped,  and  the  eftimatcd  pro- 
portion of  time  that  any  man  may  be  fuppoied 
to  live,  at  any  given  age,  when  in  full  health, 
and  breathing  his  native  air.  To  what  then 
ihall  we  afcribe  the  unexampled  fuccefs  of  Monf. 

but  to  the  be- 
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nevolent  intcrpofition  of  that  particular  provi» 
dence^  the  cxiftence  of  which  hath  been  lately 
fo  boldly,  and  with  fuch  apparent  weight  of  ar- 
gument, denied. 

Thus  have  we  traced,  with  the  pen  of  fide- 
lity, this  ingenious  hiftorian,  from  the  milder 
climate  of  France  to  the  frozen  regions  of  the 
Magellanic  ftrcights  •,  and  from  thofe  ftreights 
through  the  intenfe  burnings  of  the  torrid  zone, 
back  again  to  the  benevolent  influence  of  the 
European  fun  j  and  abating  that  vanity  pecu- 
liar to  the  French,  and  that  nationality,  which, 
if  criminal,  is  a  crime  arifing  from  a  noble  and 
praife- worthy  caufe,  we  muft  confefs,  that  his 
natrative  is  as  much  more  philofophical  and 
ingenious,  as  it  is  more  pert  and  flippant  than 
the  narratives  of  our  Englifh  adventurers  ! 
Monf.  Bougainville  has  introduced,  in  the  body 
of  his  volume,  a  narrative  of  the  cftablifhmcnt 
of  the  Spaniards  in  Rio  de  la  Plata ;  and  alfo 
an  account  of  the  miflions  in  Paraguay,  and 
the  expulfion  of  the  Jefuits  from  that  province  : 
but  as  thefe  recitals  fcen^.ed  to  have  no  imme- 
diate connexion  with  the  Commodore's  circum- 
navigation, we  have  not  interrupted  the  narra- 
tive, thinking  they  would  come  in  with  more 
propriety  immediately  after  the  clofe  of  the 
voyage.  ' 

The  river  de  la  Plata  takes  a  foutherly 
courfe  to  the  34th  degree  latitude,  where  it  is 
united  with  the   river  Uraguai,  making  one 
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dream,  which  runs  ftill  foutherly  to  the  ocean. 
The  Jefuits  have  advanced  a  falfc  principle  of 
geography,  and  other  authors  have  fell  into 
their  errors,  by  fuppofing  the  river  de  la  Plata 
to  fpring  from  the  lake  of  Xarages.  This  lake, 
which  has  been  the  fubjcd  of  much  enquiry, 
is  now  fuppofcd  to  have  no  cxiftence. 

By  order  of  the  courts  of  Spain  and  Portu- 
gal, the  Marquis  of  Valdelirais  and  Don  George 
Menezes,  undertook  to  determine  the  limits  of 
pofleffion  of  thefc  two  powers  j  and  accordingly 
feveral  Spanilh  and  Portuguefe   officers,  tra- 
verfed  this  large  diftrid  of  America  between 
the  years  1751  and  1755.    The  Spaniards  em- 
barked on  the  river  Paraguai,  and  the  Portu- 
guefe proceeded  from  a  iettlement  belonging  to 
the  Crown    of    Portugal,    called   Maragoflb, 
fituated  on  the  interior  boundaries  of  the  Bra- 
zils, at  about   1 2  degrees  fouth  latitude,  anc} 
proceeded  up  the  river  Caourou,  which,   ac- 
cording to  the  maps  of  the  Jefuits,  is  defcrib- 
ed  as  falling  into  the  lake  Xarages.     But  how 
great  was  their  furprize  and  difappointment  ac 
meeting  in  the  14th  degree  of  fouth  latitude, 
in  the  river  Paraguai,  without  finc^ing  any  thing 
to  juftify  the  fuppofition  of  the  exigence  of 
the  lake!  Hence  it  was  concluded,  that  the 
periodical  inundations  of  the  river  over  a  con* 
fiderable  tra£t  of  the  adjacent  country,  having 
been  received  in  the  low  grounds,  formed  a 
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body  of  water,  which,  by  former  navigators, 
was  taken  for  the  ideal  lake. 

The  fonrce  of  the  Paraguai,  or  Rio  de  k 
Plata,  is  among  the  mountains,  between  the 
two  oceans,  and  between  five  and  fix  degrees 
fouth  latitude,  and  it  empties  itfelf  into  the  river 
of  Amazons.  The  Uraguai  arifes  in  the  Cap- 
tainfhip  of  St.  Vincent's,  in  the  Brazils  j  and 
the  Parana  in  the  mountains  to  the  eaft  north- 
eaft  of  Rio  Janeiro,  whence  it  flows  to  the  weft- 
ward,  and  then  changes  its  courfe  to  the  fouth. 

It  appears,  from  the  account  of  the  Abbe' 
Prevoft,  that  Diaz  de  Solis  firft  difcovered  the 
Parana  in  1515,  and  called  it  after  himfelf,  but 
that  in  1526  Sebaftian  Cabot  named  it  la  Plata, 
or  of  filver,  on  account  of  the  many  pieces  of 
filver  which  he  obferved  in  the  pofTeiTion  of  the 
natives  of  the  adjacent  country.  The  fort  of 
Efpirutu  Santo  was  eredted  by  Cabqt,  who  had 
fcarct'ly  time  to  fee  it  completed  before  it  was 
levelled  with  the  earth. 

In  1535,  Don  Pedro  de  Mendoza,  great  Cup- 
bearer to  the  Emperor,  failed  for  the  river  de 
la  Plata,  and  founded  Buenos  Ayres ;  but  this 
undertaking  proved  extremely  unfuccefsful ;  and 
after  Mendoza's  death,  the  .  inhabitants  of 
Buenos  Ayres,  unable  to  defend  themfelves 
againft  the  depredations  of  the  Indians,  and 
living  in  perpetual  dread  of  famine,  fled  for 
lanftuary  to  Aflfumption,  now  the  capital  of 
Paraguai,  which  was  built  by  the  followers  of 
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Mendoza,  foon    became  well  inhabited,  and* 
of  courfe,   confiderably  enlarged.    Don  Pedro 
Artiz  de  Zarara,  Governor  of  Paraguai,  rebuilc 
Buenos  Ayres,  upon  an  improved  plan,  in  the 
year  15 So,  and  it  foon  became  the  principal 
refort  of  fhips  navigating  the  South  Seas ;  fooa 
after  which  it  was  an  eplfcopal  fee,  and  the 
place    of    refidence  of  the  chief  magiilrate. 
The  fituation  of  Buenos  Ayres  is  computed  to 
be  in  34  deg.   g^  min.  fouth  latitude,  and 
61   deg.    5  min.  weft  longitude  from  Paris* 
The  inhabitants,   including  negroes,  do  noc 
exceed  twenty  thoufand,  notwithftanding  which^' 
the  town  covers  a  very  large  fpace  of  ground,  ow* 
ing  to  the  generality  of  the  habitations  having  no 
more  than  a  ground  floor,  with  fpacious  court- 
yards and  extenfive  gardens.     The  public  mar- 
ket is  held  in  a  grand  fquare,  the  angles  of 
which  are  formed  by  the  Governor*s  palace, 
the  town  hall,  the  cathedral  and  the  epifcopal 
palace.    There  is  no  harbour  at  Buenos  Ayres, 
fo  that  (hips  of  any  confiderable  burden  are 
obliged  to  fail  to  Encenada  de  Baragon,  about 
•ten  leagues  eaft  foutheaft  of  the  town,  or  cife 
receive  and  deliver  their  freights  by  means  of 
fmall  boats. 

Adjoining  to  the  Jcfuit's  convent,  there  is  a 
building,  called  the  houfe  for  the  exercifes  of 
women,  where  married  and  unmarried  people, 
without  the  confent  of  their  hulbands  or  friends, 
fcquefter  themfdves  for  the  fpace  of  twelve 
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days,  during  which  time  various  religious  cx- 
ercifes  are  practiced,  almoft  without  inter- 
mi6Son.  There  are  holy  ceremonies  appointed 
for  the  flaves ;  and  fuch  of  the  negroes,  as  pay 
four  reals  per  annum  to  the  Dominicans,  are 
admitted  members  of  fome  religious  commu- 
nity, are  intitlcd  to  certain  holidays,  to  hear 
mafs,  and  a  decent  inrerment  at  the  expence 
of  the  friars.     ' 

This  community  of  negroes  acknowledge 
St.  Benedift  of  Palermo,  and  the  Virgin  for 
their  patrons-,  and  on  the  days  dedicated  to 
thefe  faints  they  fele(5t  two  perfons  to  reprefent 
the  kings  of  Spain  and  Portugal,  who  are  fol- 
lowed by  all  the  negroes  of  the  order,  parading 
through  the  ftreets  from  the  rifing  to  the  fitting 
of  the  fun,  finging,  dancing,  reprefenting  bat- 
tles, and  repeating  religious  incantations. 

The  grounds  near  Buenos  Ayres  are  extreme- 
ly fruitful,  producing  all  the  real  necefTaries  of 
life  1  but  it  is  entirely  uncultivated  at  only 
three  leagues  diftancc ;  and  in  croffing  the  plains 
fcarcc  a  hovel  is  to  be  met  with  j  fo  that  paf- 
fengers  are  frequently  under  the  neceflity  of 
fleeping  in  their  carriages,  and  thofc  who  go 
on  horfcback  art  often,  for  many  fucceflive 
nights,  expofed  to  the  inclemency  of  the  wea- 
ther. Horfes  and  black  cattle  abound  in  thefe 
plains,  and  the  latter  are  frequently  killed  by 
,  travellers,  who  take  away  fufficient  for  a  few 
meals,   and  leave  the  reft  for  the  birds  and 
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bcafts  of  prey.  The  only  furious  animals 
known  here  are  wild  dogs  and  tygers  :  the  for- 
mer, which  are  faid  to  have  been  originally 
brought  from  Europe,  are  both  fierce  and  nu- 
merous ;  and  perhaps  owing  to  their  food,  and 
the  climate  feem,  as  it  were,  greatly  to  have 
altered  their  fpecies ;  the  latter  are  of  the  ufual 
kind,  but  are  not  very  frequently  met  with. 

In  the  neighbourhood  of  Buenos  Ayrcs 
wood  is  fo  extremely  fcarce,  that  very  little  is  to 
be  found  that  will  even  ferve  for  fuel,  and  what 
is  ufed  in  ere6ting  and  repairing  houfes,  or  in 
refitting  veflels,  is  tranfported  from  Paraguai. 

The  Indians  inhabiting  this  part  of  America 
are  of  a  copper  complexion,  feldom  exceeding 
five  feet  in  ftature,  and  of  a  very  forbidding 
afpedt.  Their  Chief  is  diftinguilhed  by  a  thong 
of  leather  tied  round  his  forehead,  to  which 
are  fattened  feveral  plates  of  copper.  The 
arms  they  ufe  are  bows  and  arrows,  noofes  and 
balls.  Thefe  balls  are  about  the  circumfe- 
rence of  a  two  pound  cannon  ball,  and  being  -e- 
ceived  in  leathern  cups  at  the  end  of  cords  of 
about  fix  or  feven  feet  long,  they  throw  them 
when  on  horfeback,  with  fuch  amazing  force 
and  dexterity,  as  to  be  almoft  at  a  certainty  of 
killing  an  animal  at  the  diftance  of  three  hun- 
dred yards. 

Some  years  ago  a  number  of  delinquents, 
efcaping  the  punilhment  they  were  fentenced  to, 
retreated  to  the  north  of  the  Maldonadoes, 
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where  being  joined  by  fonne  deferters  and  In- 
dian women,  they  have  formed  a  community  of 
defperadoes.  They  frequently  plunder  the 
Spanifli  fettlements,  and  carry  their  fpoils  to 
the  boundaries  of  the  Brazils,  where  they  re- 
ceive, in  exchange  for  them,  fire-arms  and 
clothes,  from  the  Pauiifts,  another  defperate 
race  of  robbers,  fuppofed  to  be  between  fix 
and  feven  hundred  in  number,  who  removed 
from  Brazil  farther  to  the  north-weft  about  the 
fixteenth  century  ;  fince  which  time  they  have 
continually  traverfed  the  adjacent  country  in 
I)arties ;  and  fuch  travellers  as  are  fo  unfortu- 
nate as  to  meet  with  them,  generally  fall 
vidims  to  their  cruelty  and  rapine. 

^The  governments  of  Tucuman  and  Para- 
guai,  with  the  miflions  of  the  Jefuits,  are  de- 
pendent upon  the  Governor- general  of  la  Plata, 
who,  in  all  matters  relating  to  the  filvcr  mines 
of  Potofi,  is  under  the  jurisdidion  of  the  Vice- 
roy of  Peru.  A  mint  having  been  lately  ef- 
tablifhed  at  Potofi,  the  Tilver  will  not  in  future 
be  brought  from  thence  in  the  ore,  but  refined 
on  the  fpot. 

Two  hundred  carts,  attended  by  three  hun> 
dred  men,  go  annually  from  Buenos  Ayres  to 
fetch  fait  from  the  lakes  adjacent  to  the  fea  in 
forty-three  degrees  latitude  j  and  the  necefilty 
of  obtaining  f^lt  is  the  only  motive  that  indu- 
ces the  Spaniards  to  travel  fo  far  fouth  of  Bue- 
nos Ayresij  where  the  country  exhibits  a  melan- 
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choly  profpedl    of    dreary  and    uncultivated 
wilds. 

The  principal  commerce  of  Buenos  Ayres 
is  with  Peru  and  Chili,  to  which  province  they 
fend  cotton,  mules,  fome  (kins,  and  about  four 
hundred  thoufand  Spanifh  pounds  weight  of 
the  Paraguai  herb,  or  South  Sea  tea  every  year  \ 
great  part  of  this  laft  article  is  confumed  by  the 
labourers  in  the  Peruvian  mines  j  it  being  ef- 
teemed  a  moft  excellent  preventative  againfl: 
the  cffedls  of  the  noxious  vapours  arifing  from 
thofe  incxhauftible  funds  of  treafure. 

Notwithftanding  there  is  but  little  trade  at 
Buenoes  Ayres,  it  is  a  place  of  fuch  great 
riches,  that  the  re^ifter  fhips  frequently  carry 
away  a  million  of  dollars  each ;  and  if  they 
were  inclined  to  extend  their  (kin  and  fur  trade, 
thofe  articles  alone  would,  undoubtedly,  ac- 
quire them  immenfe  wealth. 

Montevideo  was  built  between  forty  and 
fifty  years  fince,  upon  a  peninfula,  to  the  north 
of  the  river,  and  about  ninety  miles  above  its 
jnouth.  The  town  has  a  bay,  affording  fafe 
anchorage,  but  in  boifterous  weather  fome  (kill 
muft  be  exerted,  to  keep  clear  of  a  chain  of 
hidden  rocks  off  the  eaft  point  of  the  bay,  which 
are  called  Punta  de  las  Carretas.  The  town  of 
^lontcvideo  affords  every  refreihment ;  and  the 
air  being  particularly  falubrious,  renders  it  dill 
n'iore  inviting  to  the  fpns  of  Neptune,  who 
Jierc  find  a  happy  renewal  of  that  health  and 
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vigour,  which,  from  various  caufcs,   muft  in- 
evitably be  impaired  by  a  long  rcfidence  on  the 
ftormy  element. 

The  Jcfuits  took  up  their  refidence  at  Para- 
guay in  the  year  1580,  and  in  the  time  of 
Philip  the  Third  founded  their  celebrated 
miflions,  called  indifferently  by  the  Europeans 
Paraguai  or  Uraguai.  Thefe  miflions  arc  thir- 
ty-feven  in  number  ;  twenty-nine  being  on  one 
fide  of  the  river  Uraguai,  and  eight  on  the  op- 
pofite  Ihore. 

The  Jefuits  undertook  to  convert  the  natives 
of  this  trad  of  America  to  the  Roman  Catholic 
religion,  and  in  order  to  encourage  them  to 
purfuc  this  very  difficult  tafk  with  a  proper  de- 
gree of  fpirit,  they  were  rendered  independent 
of  the  Governor's  authority,  and  allowed  an 
annual  ftipend  of  fixty  thoufand  piaftres  for 
their  neceflary  cxpences.  And  in  order  to  in- 
demnify the  Crown  for  this  expence,  a  tax  of 
one  piailre  per  head  was  levied  upon  all  the  In- 
dians between  the  age  of  eighteen  and  fixty. 

Notwithftanding  the  many  and  great  oblla- 
cles  which  would  have  difpiriied  lefs  determi- 
ned men,  the  Jefuits,  by  a  fteady  perfeverance, 
the  moft  ardent  zeal,  and  a  ftrift  attention  to 
the  genius  and  difpofition  of  thefe  favages,  at 
length,  civilized  their  manners,  implanted  in 
their  minds  the  principles  of  the  Chriftian  re- 
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ligion,    and  made  them  happy  within  thcm- 
felvcs  and  ufcful  to  the  community. 

In  the  year  1757  the  Spanilh  monarch  hav- 
ing given  up  the  colonies  on  the  left  fliore  of 
the  river  to  the  Portuguefe,  in  exchange  for 
Santo  Sacramento,  with  a  view  to  fupprefs  the 
fmuggling  trade,  the  Indians  of  the  ceded  co- 
lonies, difgufted  at  being  driven  from  their 
cultivated  lands,  took  up  arms  againft  the  Spa.^ 
niards.  Don  Jofeph  Andonaighi,  Governor- 
general  of  the  province  de  la  Plata,  and  Doi\ 
Joachim  de  Viana,  Governor  of  Montevideo, 
marched  againft,  and  entirely  defeated  them. 
Soon  after  this  battle  the  infurreflions  being: 
quelled,  Viana  left  Buenos  Ayres,  and  was  ac- 
companied as  far  as  the  Maldonados  by  feven 
Indian  families,  where  they  fettled,  leading  a 
life  of  exemplary  prudence  and  induftry.  The 
fituation  of  thefe  reclaimed  people  gives  an 
idea  of  what  the  poets  call  the  golden  age  : 
they  knew  no  dillindion  of  rank, were  neither  in- 
cumbered with  riches,  nor  opprefled  with  po- 
verty }  and  as  all  their  wants  were  fuppiied 
from  the  warehoufes  appointed  to  receive  the 
produce  of  the  common  labour,  they  had  no 
incitement  to  ufe  finifter  and  clandeftine  means 
to  obtain  private  property. 

The  country  in  which  the  miffions  are  iitu- 
ated,    reaches   about  four   hundred    and   fifcy 
miles  eaft  and  well',  and  about  fix  hundred  miles 
north  and  fouth  j  and  the  number  of  the  inha- 
bitants 
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bitants  is  computed  to  be  three  hundred  thou* 
fand.  There  are  immenfe  forcfts  of  all  kinds 
of  wood,  and  extenfive  meadows,  watered  by 
innumerable  fmall  iivers  and  brooks,  which 
produce  pafture  fufficient  for  upwards  of  two 
millions  of  cattle. 

The  country  was  divided  into  diflrifts,  over 
each  of  which  two  Jefuits  were  appointed  to 
prefide  i  one  of  whom  afted  as  Redor,  and 
the  other  as  his  Curate.  The  Indians  lived  in 
the  moft  abjed  ftate  of  fubmifllon  to  their  Rec. 
tors,  who  feverely  chaftifed'them  for  mifde- 
meanours,  and  annually  appointed  a  number 
of  inferior  officers,  called  Corregidors,  to  take 
cognizance  of  petty  offences. 

Near  the  church  are  two  large  buildings ;  one 
of  which  was  inhabited  by  a  great  number  of 
girls,  who  were  inftru6lcd  in  various  occupa- 
tions.  The  other  building  was  occupied  by 
young  negroe  men,  who  were  brought  up  to 
various  handicraft  profeffions  ;  and  one  depart- 
ment of  this  building  was  appointed  to  the 
teaching  of  mufic,  fculpture,  archite<5lure,  &c. 
The  Redor's  houfe  ftood  between  thefe  build- 
ings, and  had  communications  with  each,  which 
he  vifited  every  day  to  fee  the  provifions  juftly 
diftributed,  and  the  proper  decorum  in  other 
refpeds  ftriftly  obferved. 

The  entire  expulfion  of  the  Jefuits  from  the 
Spanifti  dominions  having  been  refolved  upon, 
Don  Francis  Buccarelii  was  appointed  to  carry 
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this  defign  into  execution  j  and  he  accordingly 
failed  for  Buenos  Ayres,  arrived  there  in  the 
beginning  of  1767,  and  immediately  fent  the 
difpatches  with  which  he  was  charged,  to  the 
Governors  of  Peru  and  Chili,  and  the  com- 
manders of  Cordoua,  Mendoza,  Corrientes, 
Santa-Fe,  Salta,  Montevideo,  and  Paraguay. 
Thefe  difpatches  were  accompanied  by  letters, 
ftridtly  enjoining  the  perfons,  to  whom  the  dif- 
patches from  the  Court  were  dircdcd,  not  to 
open  them  till  an  appointed  day.  As  it  was  a 
matter  of  doubt,  whether  the  Indians  would 
tamely  fubmit  to  fee  Jefuits  arretted  in  the  co- 
lonies, all  the  preparations  for  carrying  the 
King's  orders  into  execution  were  conduded  with 
the  moft  profound  fecrecy.  The  time  for  ac- 
complifliing  this  grand  defign  at  length  arrived, 
and  the  different  Governors  being  prcvioufly 
inftruded  to  open  their  letters,  and  to  proceed 
according  to  their  contents,  with  all  imaginable 
difpatch. 

The  general  execution  began  about  two 
o'clock  in  the  morning,  when  the  Jefuits,  with 
equal  horror  and  aftoniftiment,  found  their  ha- 
bitations invefted  by  the  Spanilh  troops. 

They  evinced  a  high  degree  of  philofophical 
refignation  and  humility  in  quietly  fubmitting 
to  their  fate,  which  they  confefTcd  was  not  lb 
fevere  as  their  crimes  defer ved. 

On  the  thirteenth  of  September  a  Cacique 
belonging  to  each  colony,  and  all  the  corregi- 
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dors,  arrived  at  Buenos  Ayres.  Thefe  people 
were  politically  detached  from  their  companions 
by  the  following  ftratagem,  with  a  dcfign  of 
fecuring  them  as  hoftages,  in  cafe  any  rcfiftance 
had  been  made.  The  Governor-general  fent 
for  them,  under  pretence  of  communicating 
the  fubftance  of  the  King's  letters  j  and  thefe 
deluded  people  were  not  informed  of  the  events 
that  had  happened,  till  they  received  the  ac- 
count from  the  mouth  of  the  Governor,  who 
gave  them  a  general  audience,  immediately 
iipon  their  arrival  5  when  the  Governor  inform- 
ed them,  that  he  came  to  free  them  from  the 
flavery  they  had  long  groaned  under,  and  di- 
refting  them  to  one  of  the  houfes  formerly  oc- 
cupied by  the  Jefuits,  they  were  there  pro- 
perly provided  for  at  the  King's  expence. 
The  Jef'iits  had  eftablifked  other  mifllons  than 
thofe  abovementioned  to  the  fouth  of  Ura- 
guay,  and  were  making  great  progrefs  fouth- 
ward  of  Chili,  towards  the  iQand  of  Chiloe; 
but  the  unexpeded  turn  of  affairs  in  Europe 
utterly  deftroyed  the  work,  the  completion  of 
which  had  been  an  object  of  great  attention  for 
a  long«feries  of  years. 
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Vocabulary  of  the  Language  of  Taiti  Island* 


To-morrow. 

Come,  . 

GirKflh) 

There  is  forne. 

Black, 

Iron,  goidt  /iher,  every  me- 
tal^ or  infirument  of  metal. 
Flying  0j. 
Lightning. 
To  break  or  dejlroy. 
Cocoa  Jtut. 
White, 
Root, 
Fire. 

Drink  made  of  cocoa-nuts. 

All  manner  of  fighting. 

Little, 

To  under/land, 

J  fly. 

A  fling. 

To  give.  I 

Tofleep, 

2"eJ}erday. 

To  fmellwell. 
EnoO'te  papa.  Sit  dozvn. 
P^noiu-Taiti,    The  country  of  Taiti, 
Enoua-Paris,    The  country  of  Paris. 
Eo,  Tofweat. 

Z  z  2  Eani, 


Abobo, 

Aibou, 

Aine, 

Aiouta, 

Aouerere, 

Aouero, 

Aouri, 

Aoutti, 

Aouira, 

Apalari, 

Ari, 

Ateatea, 

Ea, 

Eai, 

Eame, 

Eani, 

Eivi, 

Eite, 

Elao, 

Emaa, 

Emeitai, 

Emoe, 

Enapo, 

Enoanoa, 
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Eoe-tea, 

An  arrow. 

Eoe-pai, 

A  'paddle  or  car^ 

Eonou. 

Turtle, 

Eouai, 

Rain, 

Eouri, 

A  dancer. 

Eouriaye, 

A  dancing-girh 

^^IkiL 

Epoure, 

To  pray. 

MK 

Era, 

The  fun. 

Erai, 

Heaven, 

Ero, 

Ant. 

^^H   (^ 

Eri, 

King, 

Kl 

Erie, 

RoyaU 

Etai, 

Sea, 

R| 

Eteina, 

Elder  brother  orfijier. 

Iki 

Etouana, 

Tounger  brother  or  filler. 

Etio, 

Oyfter, 

w 

Etoi, 

A  butcher. 
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The  BOOKSELLER'S  Advertisement; 
To    THE    READER. 

HAVING  in  the  former  part  of  thisColle<51:ion 
given  an  authentic  account  of  the  pro- 
ceedings and  difcoveries  of  the  Englifli  naviga- 
tors who  have  lately  furrounded  the  globe ;  and 
alfo  a  copious  detail  of  the  voyage  of  a  coternpo- 
rary  navigator  of  another  nation,  who,  jealous  of 
the  Englifli  defigns,  was  commiflioned  to  follow 
the  fame  track.     That  the  preltnt  undertaking 
may  not  \yant  novelty  to  recommend  it,  I  have 
procured,   at  a  confidcrable  expence,  the  jour- 
nal of  a  new  voyage  to  the  northern  part  of 
the  globe*,   a  voyage  which  his  Majefty,  in  a 
particular  manner,  has  thought  fit  to  patronize, 
and  which  was  equipped  with  fuch  care  and 
circumfpe6tion,  that  nothing  was  found  want- 
ing during  the  courfe  of  it. 

This  voyage  I  have  added  by  way  of  Sup- 
plement, without  any  additional  expence  to 
the  fublcribers  ;  and  have  prefixed  to  it  a  brief 
recapitulation  of  th..  many  attempts  that  have 
been  made  for  thedifcovery  of  a  north-eaftpai- 
fage  to  China  and  Japan.,,  and  alfo  have  fub- 
joined  a  like  fummary  of  the  enterprizes  fet  on 
foot  by  government,  or  undertaken  by  privat- 
adventurers,  for  difcovering  a  communication 
^ith  the  great  pacific  ocean  by  a  pafTage  from 
the  north-weft. 
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ADVERTISEMENT. 

Thefe  accounts  are  full  of  aftonifhing  events, 
and  wonderful  defcriptions  of  uncommon  phe- 
nomena. In  them  we  read  of  rivers  and  lakes 
of  ice,  burfting  with  imprifoned  vapours  •,  and 
of  rocks,  forcfts,  beams  of  houfes  and  build- 
ings, fplitting  with  a  noife  not  lefs  terrible  than 
the  loudeft  thunder. — Of  brandy,  Brine,  and 
even  fpirits  of  wine,  expofed  to  the  open  air, 
only  for  a  few  hours,  freezing  into  a  folid 
mp.r«;. — Of  mountains  of  ice  frozen  in  the  fea 
one  hundred  fathom  deep. — Of  fnow  hills  that 
fiSver  thaw. — And  of  winds  that  bliller  the 
flLfn,  and  ilirivel  the  Ikin  like  red-hot  iron. 

In  this  Supplement  the  diftrefles,  dangers, 
providential  deliverances,  and  unfpeakable  fuf- 
ferings  of  thofe  who  have  wintered  in  the  dark 
and  dreary  regions  of  the  north,  are  recounted 
with  clearnefs  and  brevity ;  and,  in  the  fmali 
compafs  of  a  few  fheets,  the  contents  of  many 
volumes  are  comprized. 


JOURNAL 


SUPPLEMENT, 


CONTAINING     THE 

JOURNAL    OF    A   VOYAGE 

UNDERTAKEN    BY    ORDER    OF 

HIS    PRESENT    MAJESTY, 

For  making    Discoveries  towards   the 

NORTH       POLE, 

BY     THE 

Hon.  COMMODORE    PHIPPS, 

AND 

Captain     L  U  T  W  I  D  G  E, 

IN     HIS 

M  A  J  E  S  T  Y's     SLOOPS 
RACEHORSE   and    CARCASE. 

To  which  is  prefixed. 

An  Account  of  the  feveral  Voyages  undertaken  for 
the  Dlfcovery  of  a  North -Eaft  Paffage  to  China 
and  Japan, 
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INTRODUCTION. 

A.' 

IT  is  fortunate  for  commerce,  and  the  inter- 
courfe  of  nations,  that  there  is  implanted  in 
man's  nature  a  defire  of  novelty,  which  no  pre- 
fent  gratification  can  fatisfy  *,  that  when  he  has 
vificed  one  region  of  the  earth,  he  is  dill,  like 
Alexander,  fighing  for  another  to  explore  ;  and 
that,  after  having  efcaped  one  danger  in  his 
progrefs,  he  is  no  lefs  eager  to  encounter  others, 
that  may  chance  to  ob(lru6l  him  in  the  courfe 
of  his  purlults.  ;  -       .    .  - 

If  the  hiftory  of  former  hardfliips  could  have 
deterred  men  from  engaging  in  new  adventures, 
the  Voyage,  the  particulars  of  which  we  are 
now  about  to  relate,  would  probably  never  have 
been  undertaken.  The  dreary  regions  that  fur* 
round  the  poles  are  fo  little  accuilomed  to  feel 
the  kindly  influences  of  the  enlivening  fun,  and 
are  fo  deftitute  of  the  ordinary  productions  of 
the  earth  in  happier  climates,  that  little  lefs 
than  one  whole  quarter  of  the  globe  is,  by  its 
(lerilicy,  rendered  uninhabitable  by  human 
beings,  and  but  thinly  occupied  by  a  very  incon- 
fiderable  number  of  the  race  of  quadrupedes. 
The  many  and  almod  infuperable  difHcuities 
that  mud  therefore  be  expedted  in  traverfing 
thcfc  forlorn  dcfarts,  where  no  relief  is  to  be 
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expelled,  but  from  the  favourable  intcrpoficion 
of  that  power,  whofe  merciful  providence  ex- 
tends to  the  remoteft  corners  of  the  earth,  are, 
upon  refleiftion,  enough  to  cool  the  ardour  of 
the  moft  cnterprifing,  and  to  ftagger  the  refoli*- 
tion  at'  the  moll  intrepid. 

In  the  contention  between  powers,  equally 
formed  by  nature  to  meet  an  oppofition,  it  may 
be  glorious  to  overcome  •,  but  to  encounter 
raging  feas,  tremendous  rocks,  and  bulwarks 
of  folid  ice,  and  defperately  to  perfift  in  attempts 
to  prevail  again  ft  fuch  formidable  enemies  ;  as 
the  conflid  is  hopeleis,  fo  the  event  is. certain^ 
The  hardieft  and  moft  fkilful  navigator,  after 
expofing  himfclf  and  his  companions  to  the 
moft  perilous  dangers,  and  fuffcring  in  propor- 
tion to  his  hardinefs  the  moft  complicated  dif. 
rreffes,  muft  at  laft  fubmit  to  return  home  with* 
out  fucceis,  or  perilh  by  his  perfeverance.    fv  ■  i 

This  obfcrvation  will  be  fufficiently  juftified, 
by  a  brief  recapitulation  of  the  Voyages  that 
have  been  undertaken,  with  a  view  ta  the  dif« 
covery  of  sL  North  eaft  Paflage  to  China  and 
Japan. 

The  firft  who  attempted  this  difcovery  was 
Sir  Hugh  Willoughby,  with  three  (hips,  fa 
early  as  the  year  1553.  the  aera  of  perilous 
enterprizes.  This  gentleman  failed  to  the  la- 
titude of  yr^  degrees  north,  within  fight,  as  it 
is  imagined,  of  New  Greenland,  now  called 
Spiilbergen  5  but  by  a  ftorm  was  driven  back, 
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and  obliged  to  winter  in  the  river  Arzena,  in 
Lapland,  where  he  w::s  frozen  to  death  with  all 
his  company.  He  left  upon  his  table  a  concife 
account  of  all  his  difccveries,  in  which  he 
mentions,  having  failed  within  fight  of  a  coun- 
try  in  a  very  high  latitude,  about  which  geo- 
graphers are  divided;  fome  affirming,  as  has 
been  laid,  that  it  could  be  no  other  than  New- 
Greenland,  afterwards  dilcovered,  and  named 
by  the  Dutch  Spitlbergen  •,  others,  that  what  he 
faw  was  only  a  fog-bank ;  and  of  this  latter 
opinion  is  Capt.  Wood,  an  able  navigator,  of 
whom  we  (hall  have  occafion  to  fpeak  hereafter. 
To  Sir  Hugh  Willoughby  fucceeded  Capt. 
Burroughs,  afterwards  Comptroller  of  the  Na- 
vy to  Queen  Elizabeth.  This  gentleman  at- 
tempted the  paflage  with  better  fortune,  and 
returned  full  of  hope,  but  without  fuccefs. 
He  pafled  the  North  cape  in  1556,  advanced 
as  far  north  as  the  78th  degree,  difcovered  the 
Wygate,  or  ftrait  that  divides  Nova  Zembla 
from  the  country  of  the  Sammoyds,  now  fub- 
jeft  to  Ruffia :  and  having  pafled  the  eaftern. 
moft  point  of  that  fl;rait,  arrived  ^t  an  open 
fca,  from  whence  he  returned,  having,  as  he 
imagined,  difcovered  the  paflage  fo  painfully 
fought,  and  fo  ardently  defircd.  Some  affirm, 
his  difcoveries  extended  beyond  the  80th  de- 
gree of  latitude,  to  a  country  aUogcther  defo- 
late,  where  the  mountains  were  blue  and  the 

valleys  fnow.       ,  , 
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Be  that  as  it  may,  the  favourable  report  of 
Capt.  Burroughs  rncouragcd  Queen  Elizabeth 
to  fit  out  two  ftout  veflels  to  perfect  the  dif- 
covery.  The  command  of  thefe  ftiips  was 
given  to  the  Captains  Jackman  and  Pett,  who, 
in  1580,  failed  through  the  fame  ftrait,  that 
had  been  difcovered  by  Burroughs,  and  enter- 
ed the  eaftern  Tea ;  where  the  ice  poured  in  fo 
faft  upon  them,  and  the  weather  became  fo 
tempeftuous,  that  after  enduring  incredible 
hardfhips,  and  fuflaining  the  mod  dreadful 
fhocks  of  ice  and  feas,  terrible  even  in  the  rela- 
tion, they  were  driven  back  and  feparated  ;  and 
neither  Pett  nor  his  (hip  or  crew  were  ever 
heard  of  afterwards. 

After  this  difafter  and  difappointment,  the 
defire  of  vifiting  the  frozen  feas  to  the  north- 
eait  began  to  abate  among  the  Engliih,  but 
was  alTumed  by  the  Dutch  with  an  obftinate  per- 
feverance,  peculiar  to  that  phlegmatic  nation. 
The  firft  Dutchman  we  read  of  who  made  the 
attempt  was  John  Cornelius,  of  whofe  voyage, 
in  ^595i  we  have  but  a  very  imperfeft  account ; 
he  was  followed  however  in  1 606  by  William 
Barrans,  or,  as  fome  write,  Barents,  an  able 
and  experienced  feaman  and  mathematician, 
who  being  fupplied  with  every-  neceflary  for  fo 
hazardous  a  voyage,  by  the  generofity  and  pa- 
tronage of  Prince  Maurice,  proceeded  in  the 
fame  courfe  which  had  been  pointed  out  to  him 
by  the  Englifh  navigators  s  but  having  paffed 

the 


INTRODUCTION.  v 

the  Wygate,  found  the  like  incumbrances,  and 
the  like  tempefts  which  the  Englilh  had  expe- 
rienced ;  and  not  being  able  to  bear  up  againfl: 
them,  returned  thoroughly  convinced,  that  the 
wi(hed-for  pafTage  was  not  to  be  attained  in 
that  direction.  However,  he  traverfcd  the 
coafl:  of  Nova  Zembla,  gave  names  to  feveral 
promontories  and  head- lands,  and  planned  to 
himfelf  a  new  courfe  to  fteer,  by  which  he 
hoped  to  accompliih  what  he  had  failed  in  dif- 
covering,  by  following  the  fteps  of  thofe  who 
had  gone  before  him. 

In  1607,  animated  rather  than  difcouraged 
by  difappointment,  he  entered  upon  his  fecond 
voyage,  with  the  fpirit  of  a  man  fully  prepof- 
fefled  with  fuccefs.  He  had  heard,  that  fome 
of  the  whalers,  who  had  now  begun  to  fre- 
jquent  the  North  Seas,  had,  either  by  defign 
or  accident,  advanced  much  farther  to  the 
northward  than  thofe  who  had  been  purpofely 
fitted  out  upon  difcoveries ;  he  therefore  deter- 
mined to  fteer  to  the  northward  of  Nova  Zem- 
bla, till  he  fhould  arrive  at  the  height  of  the 
pole,  under  which  he  was  perfuaded  he  fhould 
find  an  open  fea ;  and,  by  changing  his  courfe 
to  the  fouthward,  avoid  thofe  obftrudlions  which 
had  retarded  his  pafTage  to  the  north-  eaft. 

In  this  hope  he  continued  till  he  arrived  on 
the  coall  of  Nova  Zembla,  where,  before  he 
Jiad  reached  the  77th  degree,  he  was  fo  rudely 
attacked  by  the  mountains  of  ice,  that  every 
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where  aflfailed  him,  that  not  being  able  to  with- 
(land  their  fury,  he  was  driven  againft  the  rocks, 
and  his  ihip  da(hed  to  pieces.  Barents  and  the 
greateft  part  of  his  crew  got  fafe  to  land,  but 
it  was  to  experience  greater  mifery  than  thofe 
underwent  who  perllhed  in  the  attempt.  Thty 
were  obliged  to  winter  in  a  country,  where  no 
living  creature  befides  themfelves  appeared  to 
have  exigence ;  and  where,  notwithdanding 
their  utmoft  efforts  to  preferve  their  bodies  from 
the  cold,  the  fle(h  periHied  upon  the  bones  of 
fome  of  them,  and  others  died  of  the  mofl  ex- 
cruciating pains.  4;x;.^. 
'  In  this  extremity,  and  notwlthdanding  the 
anguiih  they  endured,  thofe  who  furvived  had 
dill  the  fortitude  and  ingenuity  to  frame  a  pin- 
nace from  the  wreck  of  their  broken  (hip,  in 
which,  at  the  approach  of  fummer,  they  made 
fail  for  Lapland ;  but  before  they  arrived  at 
Colu,  their  Captain  died,  and  with  him  the 
hopes  of  perfecting  his  difcovery.  ,^^  ,.,  ^  .^^.^  . 
It  was  now  the  adive  feafon  for  naval  enter- 
prizes.  Private  adventurers  began  to  fit  out 
fhips  for  the  North  Seas.  Innumerable  fea  ani- 
mals  had  been  obferved  to  bafk  upon  the  ice  i 
the  tufks  of  whofe  jaws  were  found  to  excel, 
in  whitenefs,  the  finell  ivory,  and  their  carcafes 
to  yield  plenty  of  excellent  oil.  In  the  infancy 
of  the  whale  fiihery,  thefe  were  purfued  with  the 
fame  eagernefs,  with  which  both  the  £ngli(h  and 
Dutch  endeavour  at  this  day  to  make  the  whales 
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their  prey,  and  perhaps  vi'ith  no  lefs  profit.  In 
following  thcfc,  many  iflands  were  difcovered 
to  which  they  reforted,  and,  in  courfe  of  time, 
the  fcas  that  were  fo  formidable  to  the  firft  dif- 
coverers,  became  frequented  at  the  proper  fea- 
fons  by  the  Ihips  of  every  nation.  '    •  ,• 

•  Foreign  navigators,  however,  were  more 
fanguine  in  their  notions  of  a  north-weft  paflagc, 
than  of  the  exigence  of  a  pafTage  to  the  north- 
eaft  }  and  it  was  not  till  many  unfuccefsful  tri- 
als had  been  made  to  difcover  the  former,  that 
the  latter  was  again  attempted.  The  celebrat- 
ed Hudfon,  who  difcovered  the  ftraits  that  leads 
to  the  great  wellern  bay,  which  ftill  bears  his 
name ;  aJFter  he.  had  exerted  his  (kill  in  vain  to 
find  a  paiTage  weftward,  was  perfuaded  at  laft 
to  undertake  a  voyage  in  fearch  of  a  padage  to 
the  norxh- eaft.  This  he  performed  in  1610, 
but  being  difcouraged  by  the  mifcarriages  of 
others,  and  the  fatal  iffue  that  had  attended 
their  obftinate  perfeverance,  on  viewing  the 
face  of  the  country,  examining  the  currents, 
and  traverfing  an  immenfe  continent  of  ice, 
that  ftretched  along  the  ocean,  in  a  diredion 
from  eaft  fouth-eaft  to  weft  north  weft,  he 
concluded,  that  no  pafTage  could  be  pradica- 
ble  in  that  direction,  and  therefore  returned 
without  making  any  other  material  difcovery. 

'  From  this  time  till  the  year  1676,  the  profe- 
cution  of  this  difcovery  was  totally  neglefbcd 
by  the  Englifh  i  and  though  the  Dutch  whalers 
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amufcd  the  world  with  wonderful  relations  of 
thtir  near  approach  to  the  pole,  yet  little  cre- 
dit was  given  to  their  reports  till  the  arrival  of 
one  John  Wood,  who  had  accompanied  Sir 
John  Narborough  in  his  voyage  to  the  South 
Sea,  with  a  view  to  eftablifh  a  new  trade  with 
the  Chilians,  and  natives  of  that  vail  tradb  of 
country,  reaching  from  the  Straits  of  Magel- 
lan to  the  conBnes  of  Peru. 

This  able  and  enterprizing  navigator,  being 
himfelf  an  excellent  mathematician  and  geo- 
grapher, and  reading  in  the  /Philofophical 
Tranfa^tions  a  paper,  by  which  the  exigence 
of  a  north- eafl  paflage  to  the  eaftern  or  Indian 
ocean  was  plaufibly  alTerted,  and  this  exaiflly 
coinciding  with  his  own  notions  of  the  con- 
ftruflion  of  the  globe,  he  was  induced,  by  this 
and  other  reafons,  to  apply  to  King  Charles  the 
Second  for  a  commiflion  to  profecute  the  difco- 
very  %  the  accompliihment  whereof,  it  was  faid, 
would  add  to  the  glory  of  his  Majefty's  reign, 
and  immenfely  to  the  wealth  and  profperity  of 
his  kingdoms.  ,  > 

Many  about  the  Court  of  that  needy  Prince, 
hoping  to  (hare  in  the  profits  of  the  voyage, 
were  earneil  in  prevailing  with  his  Majefty  to 
forward  the  defign,  who  being  himfelf  fond  of 
novelty,  ordered  the  Speedwell  Frigate  to  be 
fitted  out  at  his  own  charge,  manned,  vidtu- 
ailed,  and  provided  with  every  neccfiary ;  while 
the  Duke,  his  brother,  and  feven  other  cour* 
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tiers,  joined  in  the  purchafe  of  a  Pink  of  one  hun« 
dred  and  twenty  tons,  to  accompany  her*  which 
they  likewife  manned  and  victualled  and  furnifh- 
ed  with  merchandizes,  fuch  as  were  thought  mar- 
ketable on  the  coads  of  Tartary  or  Japan  i  the 
countries  they  moft  probably  would  firft  fall  in 
with  after  their  paflage  through  the  North  Sea. 
/  Thefe  (hips  being  in  readinefs,  and  commif- 
fions  made  out  for  their  Commanders,  Captain 
Wood  was  appointed  to  direct  the  expedition* 
on  board  the  Speedwell*  and  Captain  Flawes  to 
bear  him  company  on  board  the  Profperous. 

On  the  28th  of  May  1676,  they  failed  from 
the  Buoy  of  the  Nore,  with  the  wind  at  fouth- 
weft ;  and  on  the  4th  of  June  ca(t  anchor  off 
Lerwick  in  BrafTey  Sound,  where  they  conti- 
nued fix  days,  to  take  in  water  and  recruit  their 
(lores. 

On  Saturday  the  10th  they  weighed  anchor 
and  continued  their  voyage ;  and  on  the  f5th 
they  entered  rhe  Polar  circle,  where  the  fun 
at  that  feafon  of  the  year  never  fets.  At  noon 
the  Speedwell  broke  her  main  top- fail-yard  in 
the  Qings,  the  iirft  difailer  that  had  happened, 
which,  however,  was  ea(51y  repaired.  The 
weather  now  began  to  grow  hazey,  a  circum- 
ftance  that  frequently  happens  in  the  Polar  re- 
gions, and  darkens  the  air  with  the  obfcurity 
of  night. 

From  this  time  till  June  22,  when  they  fell 

in  with  the  ice  io  latitude  75  degrees  s^  mi- 
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nutcs  north,  nothing  material  occurred.  OVi 
that  day,  at  noon,  ih^y  ohfcrved  a  continenc 
of  ice  llretching  to  an  imperceptible  diftance, 
in  a  direftion  from  eall-fouih-eaft  and  weft- 
north-weft.  They  bo-e  away  along  the  ice  tiH 
the  28th,  when  they  found  it  join  to  the  land 
of  Nova  Zembla. 

On  the  29th  they  ftood  away  to  the  fouth, 
to  get  clear  of  the  ice ;  but  unfortunately  found 
themfclves  embayed  in  it.  At  1 1  at  night  the 
Profperous  bore  down  upon  the  Speedwell, 
crying  out,  ice  upon  the  weather- bow,  on 
which  the  Speedwell  clapt  the  helm  hard  a  wea- 
ther, and  veered  out  the  main- fail  to  ware  the 
fliip ;  but  before  ftie  could  be  brought  too  on 
the  other  tack,  (he  ft  ruck  on  a  ledge  of  rocks, 
and  ftuck  faft.  They  fired  guns  of  diftrcfs, 
but  were  not  heard,  and  the  fog  being  fo  thick, 
that  land  could  not  be  dilcerned,  though  clofe 
to  the  ftern  of  their  ftiip  ;  no  relief  was  no.'."  to 
be  expcded,  but  from  Providence  and  their 
own  endeavours.  In  fuch  a  fituation,  no  de- 
fcription  can  equal  the  relation  of  the  Captain 
himfelf,  who,  in  the  language  of  the  times, 
has  given  the  following  full  and  pathetic  ac- 
count. -:.-    ,.^^:,      .J 

"  Here,  fays  he,  we  lay  beating  upon  the 
rock  in  a  moft  frightful  manner,  for  the  fpace 
of  three  or  four  hours,  ufing  all  polTibie  means 
to  fave  the  fliip,  but  in  vain  5  for  it  blew  fo 
hard,  that  it  was  wholly  out  of  our  power  to 
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carry  out  an  anchor  capable  to  do  us  any  fer- 
vicc.  At  length  w^  law  hnd  clofe  under  our 
ftcrn,  to  the  great  amazement  of  us  all,  which 
before  we  could  not  Ice  (or  the  fog;^y  weather  i 
fo  I  coniminded  the  men  to  get  out  the  boars 
before  our  maft:  came  b/  the  board,  which  was 
done.  1  lint  the  boatKvairi  towards  the  fliore 
in  the  pinnace,  to  fee  if  there  was  any  poflibi- 
lity  of  landing,  which  I  much  feared,  bccaufe 
the  lea  ran  fo  high.  In  hilf  an  hour  he  re- 
turned with  this  anfwer,  that  it  was  impolllble 
to  land  a  man,  the  fnow  being  in  high  clilFs, 
the  Ihore  was  inacc-llible.  This  was  bad  tid- 
ings ;  fo  then  it  was  high  time  to  think  on  the 
fafety  of  our  fouls,  and  we  went  all  togetlier  to 
prayers,  to  befeech  God  to  have  mercy  on  us, 
for  now  nothing  but  individual  ruin  appeared 
before  our  eyes.  After  prayers,  the  weather 
cleared  up  a  little,  and  looking  over  the  ftern, 
I  faw  a  fmall  beach  directly  with  the  ftcrn  of 
the  fliip,  where  I  thought  there  might  be  Ibme 
chance  of  getting  on  Ihore.  I  therefore  fent 
off  the  pinnace  a  lecond  time,  with  fome  men 
in  her  to  be  firft  landed,  but  (he  durft  not  ven. 
ture  to  attempt  the  beach.  I  then  ordered  out 
the  long-boat  with  twenty  men  to  land,  who 
attempted  it,  and  got  fafe  on  (hore.  They 
in  the  pinnace  feeing  that,  followed,  and  land- 
ed their  men  likewife,  and  both  veflcls  returned 
to  the  (hip  without  any  accident.    The  men  on 
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(hore  dcHred  fome  fire-arms  and  ammuni- 
tion,  for  there  were  many  bears  in  fight.  I 
therefore  ordered  two  barrels  of  powder, 
fome  fmall  arms,  fome  provifions,  with  my 
own  papers  and  money,  to  be  put  on  board  the 
pinnace ;  but  as  (he  put  off  from  the  (hip's 
fide,  a  fea  overfet  her,  fo  that  all  wa$  loft,  with 
the  life  of  one  man,  and  feveral  others  taken 
up  for  dead.  The  pinnace  likewife  was  daftied 
to  pieces,  to  our  great  forrow,  as  by  that  dif< 
after,  one  means  of  efcaping  from  this  difmal 
country,  in  cafe  the  Profperous  deferted  us,  was 
cut  off.  The  long-boat  being  on  board,  and  the 
fea  running  high,  the  boatfwain  and  fome 
others  would  compel  me  and  the  Lieutenant  to 
leave  the  fhip,  faying  it  was  impoffible  for  her 
to  live  long  in  that  fea,  and  that  they  had  ra. 
ther  be  drowned  than  I ;  but  defiring  me  when 
I  came  on  (hore,  if  it  were  poffible,  to  fend  the 
boat  again  for  them.  Before  vfc  got  half  way 
to  (hore  the  (hip  overfet,  fo  making  all  poffible 
hade  to  land  the  men  we  had  on  board,  I  went 
bfF  to  the  fhip  again,  to  fave  thofe  poor  men 
who  had  been  fo  kind  to  me  before.  With  great 
hazard  I  got  to  the  quarter  of  the  (hip,  and 
they  came  down  the  ladder  into  the  boat,  only 
one  man  was  left  behind  for  dead,  who  had 
before  been  caft  away  in  the  pinnace ;  fo  I  re- 
turned to  the  (hore,  though  very  wet  and  cold. 
We  then  hauled  up  the  boat,  and  went  up  the 
land  about  a  flight  (hot,  wher?  our  men  were 
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ihaking  a  fire  and  a  tent  with  canvafs  and  oar», 
which  we  had  favcd  for  that  purpofe,  in  which 
we  all  lay  that  night  wet  and  weary.  The  next 
morning  the  man  we  left  on  board  having  re- 
covered, got  upon  the  mizzen-mafl;,  and  prayed 
to  be  taken  on  Ihore,  but  it  blew  fo  hard,  and 
the  Tea  ran  fo  high,  that  tho*  he  was  a  very  pret- 
ty failor,  none  would  venture  to  bring  him  off. 

The  weather  continuing  blowing  with  ex- 
treme fogs,  and  with  froft  and  fnow,  and  all 
the  ill-compafted  weather  that  could  be  ima- 
gined put  together,  we  built  more  tents  to  prc- 
ferve  ourfclves ;  and  the  Ihip  breaking  in  pieces, 
came  all  on  ihore  to  the  fame  place  where  W6 
landed,  which  ferved  us  for  (belter  and  firings. 
Befides,  there  came  to  us  fome  hoglheads  of 
liour,  and  brandy  in  good  (lore,  which  was  no 
little  comfort  in  our  great  extremity.  We  now 
Jay  between  hope  and  defpair,  praying  for  fair 
weather,  that  Captain  Fiawes  might  find  us, 
which  it  was  impoflible  for  him  ever  to  do  while 
the  weather  continued  foggy  *,  but  fearing  at 
the  fame  time  that  he  might  be  cail  away  as  well 
as  we. 

But  fuppofing  we  never  were  to  fee  him 
again,  I  was  refolved  to  try  the  utmoft  to  fave 
as  many  as  I  could  in  the  long-boat.  In  order 
thereunto  we  raifed  her  two  feet,  and  laid  a 
deck  upon  her  to  keep  the  fea  out  as  much  as 
poflible ;  and  with  this  boat,  and  thirty  men, 
ior  ihe  would  carry  no  more,  I  intended  to  row 
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and  fail  to  Ruffia,  but  the  crew  not  being  fatlf. 
fifd  who  ihould  be  the  men,  began  to  be  very 
unruly  in  their  mind  and  behaviour,  everyone 
having  as  much  reaibn  to  fave  himfelf  as  ano- 
ther, fome  holding  cohfuhation  to  lave  the 
boat,  and  all  to  run  the  like  fortune  •,  but  here 
brandy  was  our  beft  friend,  for  it  kept  the  men 
always  fox'd,  fo  that  in  all  their  defigns  1  could 
prevent  them.  Some  were  in  the  mind  to  go 
-  by  land,  but  that  I  knew  was  impoflible  to  a^jy 
man ;  neither  had  we  provifions  nor  ammunition 
to.  defend  us  from  the  wild  beads ;  fo  thi  paf* 
fage  by  land  being  impradicable,  and  no  pal- 
fage  by  fea  to  be  attempted  till  forty  men  were 
deftroyed,  1  will  leave  it  to  the  confideration  of 
any,  whether  we  were  not  in  a  moft  deplorable 
condition,  without  the  interpofition  of  divine 
providence.  ,  ,. 

The  weather  continued  dill  very  bad,  with 
logs,  fnow,  rain,  and  froft,  till  the  9th  day  of 
our  being  on  Ihore,  which  was  the  8th  day  of 
July,  when  in  the  morning  it  cleared  up,  and 
to  our  great  joy  one  of  our  people  cried  out  a 
fail,  which  proved  Captain  Flawesj  fo  we  fet 
^re  to  our  town,  that  he  might  fee  where  we 
•were,  which  he  prefently  difcovered,  fo  came 
Vp,  and  fcnt  his  boat  to  us ;  but  before  I  went 
off»  I  wrote  a  brief  relation  of  the  intention  of 
the  voyage,  with  the  accident  that  had  befallen 
\is,  and  put  it  into  a  glafs  bottle,  and  left  it  in 
tl-ie  fortification  I  had  there  built ;  fo  by  twelve 

o'clock 
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o'clock  we  all  got  fafe  on  board,  but  left  all 
on  (hore  that  we  had  faved  from  the  fl'.ip  ;  for 
we  much  feared  it  would  prove  foggy  again, 
and  that  we  fhould  be  driven  once  more  on  this- 
miferable  country ;  a  country,  for  the  incft 
part,  covered  perpetually  with  fnow,  and  what 
is  bare  being  like  bogs,  on  whofe  furface  grows 
a  kind  of  mofs,  bearing  a  blue  and  yellow 
flour,  the  whole  produ6t  of  the  earth  in  this 
defolate  region.  Under  the  furface,  about  two 
feet  deep,  we  came  to  a  firm  body  of  ice,  a 
thing  never  heard  off  before  i  and  againft  the 
ice- cliffs,  which  are  as  high  as  either  of  the  fore- 
lands in  Kent,  the  fea  has  wafhed  underneath, 
and  the  arch  over- hanging,  molt  fearful  to  be- 
hold, fupports  mountains  of  fnow,  which,  I  . 
believe,  hath  lain  there  ever  fince  the  creation," 

Thus  far  in  Captain  Wood's  own  words. 
He  adds,  that  by  the  tides  fetting  direflly  in 
upon  the  (hore,  it  may  be  affirmed  with  cer- 
tainty, that  there  is  no  paffage  to  the  north- 
ward. One  thing  remarkable  in  his  relation, 
and  which  feems  to  contradict  the  report  of 
former  navigators,  is,  that  the  fea  is  there  falter 
than  he  had  yet  tafted  ic  clfewher^,  and  the 
deareft  in  the  world,  for  that  he  could  fee  the 
fhells  at  the  bottom,  though  the  fea  was  four 
hundred  and  eighty  feet  deep. 

Being  all  embarked  on  board  the  Profperous, 
on  the  9th  of  July  they  changed  their  courfe, 
and  fteercd  for  England  j  and,  on  the  250  of 
5-i"         ■  ;      '.  Augult, 
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Auguft,   they  arrived  fafe    in  the  Thames, 
without  any  remarkable  accident  intervening, 

After  the  mifcarriage  of  this  voyage,  on 
which  the  higheft  expe^ations  had  been  formed, 
the  moft  experienced  navigators  in  England 
feemed  to  agree,  that  a  parage  by  the  north,  or 
north-eaft,  had  no  exigence.  They  were  the 
more  confirmed  in  this  error,  for  an  error  it  is, 
by  the  reafons  afligned  by  Capt.  Wood,  for 
changing  his  opinion  on  this  matter ;  for,  be- 
fore he  went  upon  the  difcovery,  he  was  fully 
perfuaded  himfelf,  and  likewife  perfuaded  ma- 
ny others,  that  nothing  was  more  certain. 
When,  however,  he  Hrit  faw  the  ice,  he  ima* 
gined  it  was  only  that  which  joined  to  Green- 
land, and  that  no  folid  body  of  ice  extended 
farther  from  land  than  twenty  leagues  ^  in  this 
perfuafion  he  altered  his  courfe,  and  coafted 
along  in  the  direction  in  which  the  ice  lay,  ex- 
pecting, at  every  cape  or  head- land  of  ice,  af- 
ter running  a  certain  diftance,  to  find  an  open- 
ing into  the  Polar  ocean ;  but  after  running 
two  or  three  glalTes  to  the  northward  in  one 
bay,  he  found  himfelf  entangled  in  another ; 
and  thus  it  continued  till  his  (hip  was  wrecked. 
By  this  experiment,  he  found  the  opinion  of 
Barents  confuted,  namely,  **  that  by  (leering 
**  the  middle  courfe  between  Spit(bergen  and 
*'  Nova  Zembla,  an  open  fea  might  be  at- 
**  tained,  in  which  a  (hip  might  fafely  fail  as 
V  far  as  the  pole."    From  his  own  experience* 

he 


INTRODUCTION.  xvii 
he  therefore  pronounced,  that  all  the  Dutch 
relations  were  forgeries  which  aflerted,  that  any 
man  had  ever  been  under  the  pole ;  verily  be- 
lieving, that  if  there  be  no  land  to  the  north- 
ward of  80  degrees,  that  the  fea  is  there  frozen, 
and  always  continues  fo;  and  grounding  his 
opinion  upon  this  remark,  that  if  the  body  of 
ice  which  he  faw  were  to  be  conveyed  ten  de- 
grees more  to  the  fouthward,  many  centuries 
of  years  would  clapre  before  it  would  be 
melted. 

To  this  pofitive  aflcrtion,  however,  may  be 
oppofcd,  the  teftimony  of  many  credible  per- 
fons,  fome  of  whom  have  themfelves  failed  be- 
yond the  8oih  degree  of  north  latitude,  and 
others,  upon  evidence,  whofe  veracity  there  is 
no  reafonable  caufe  to  bring  in  quellion. 

Among  the  latter,  the  teftimony  of  Mr. 
Jofcph  Moxon,  member  of  the  Royal  Society 
of  London,  muft  have  confiderable  weight. 
In  a  paper  which  this  gentleman  cauied  to  be 
printed  in  the  Phllofophical  Tranfadtions,  is 
this  remarkable  relation. 

«'  Being  about  twenty  years  ago  in  Amfter* 
**  dam,  I  went  into  a  public  houfe  to  drink  a 
cup  of  beer  for  my  third;  and  fitting  by 
the  public  tire,  among  feveral  people,  there 
happened  a  feaman  to  come  in,  who  feeing  a 
"  friend  of  his  there,  who  he  knew  went  the 
Greenland  voyage,  wondered  to  fee  him, 
becaufe  it  was  not  yet  tinde  for  the  Green? 
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'*  land  fleet  to  come  home,  and  afked  him, 
**  what  accident  had   brought   him   home  fo 
"  foon  ?  His  friend  (who  was  the  ftecrfman) 
*•  anfwered,  that  their  fhips  went  not  out  to 
•'  fi(b,  but  only  to  take  in  the  lading  of  the 
*•  fleet,  to  bring  it  to  an  early  markei*.     Bur, 
"  faid   he,   before   the  fleet   had   caught  fiHi 
•*  enough   to  lade   us,  we,   by  order  of  the 
•*  Greenland  Company,  failed  unto  the  north 
*«  pole,  and  came  back  again.     Whereupon, 
fays  Moxon,  I  entered  into  difcourfe  with 
him,  and  feemed  to  quetlion  the  truth  of 
*'  what  he  faid ;  but  he  did  aflure  me  it  was 
true,  and  that  the  (hip  was  then  in  Amfter- 
dam,  and  many  of  the  feamen  belonging  to 
her  ready  to  jufliify  the  truth  of  it ;  and  told 
me,    moreover,    that   they   had   failed   two 
degrees    beyond    the    pole.     I   afked   him, 
*•  if  they  found  no  land  or  iflands  about  the 
•*  pole  ?  He  anfwered,  no  •,  there  was  a  free 
*'  and  ct^^en  fea*     I  afked  him,  if  they  did  not 
*'  meet  with  a  great  deal  of  ice  ?  He  told  me, 
no ',  they  faw  no  ice  about  the  pole.     I  afked 
him,  what  weather  they  had  there  ?  He  told 
me,  fine  warm  weather,  fuch  as  was  at  Am- 
**  fterdam  in  the  fummer-time,  and  as  hot.    I 
**  fhould  have  afked  him  more  queflions,  but 
**  that  he  was  engaged  in  difcourfe  with  his 
*'  friend,  and  I  could  not,  in  modefly,  inter* 
*'  rupt  them  longer.     But  I  believe  the  (leerf- 
**  man  fpoke  truth  -,  for  he  feemed  a  plain,  ho- 
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••  neft,  and  unaffc6batious  perfon,  and  one  who 
**  could  have  no  defign  upon  me." 

To  authenticate  this  relation  it  has  been 
obferved,  that  under  the  poles,  the  fun  in 
June  being  23  degrees  high,  and  having  little 
or  no  depreHion  towards  the  horizon,  always, 
as  it  were,  fwimrning  about  in  the  fame  eleva- 
tion, might  invigorate  that  part  of  the  hemif- 
phere  with  more  heat  than  he  does  our  climate  ; 
when  he  is,  in  the  winter,  no  more  than  15 
degrees  at  the  highed,  and  but  eight  hours 
above  the  horizon  •,  in  which  fpace  the  earth  has 
time  to  cool,  and  to  lofe,  in  the  night,  the  in- 
fluences of  hea£  which  it  receives  in  the  day. 

Another  report  upon  like  evidence  was  made 
to  king  Charles  the  Second,  by  Capt.  Goul- 
den,  who  being  a  Greenland  whaler  himfelft 
fpoke  with  two  Hollanders  in  the  North  Seas, 
that  had  failed  within  one  degree  of  the  pole, 
where  they  met  with  no  ice,  but  a  hollow  grown 
fea,  like  that  in  the  Bay  of  Bifcay. 

A  ftill  more  credible  teftimony  is,  that 
about  the  year  1670,  application  being  made 
to  the  States  General  for  a  charter  to  incorpo- 
rate a  company  of  merchants  to  trade  to  Japan 
and  China,  by  a  new  pafTage  to  the  north-ead  ; 
the  then  Eafb  India  Company  oppofed  it,  and 
that  fo  efFedtually,  that  their  High  MightineflTes 
refufed  to  grant  what  the  merchants  requeued. 
At  that  time  it  was  talked  of  in  Holland,  as 
^  ipatfer  of  po  di$culty  to  fail  to  Jap^n  by  the 
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vray  of  Greenland  •,  and  it  was  publickly  af* 
fertcd  and  believed,  that  leveral  Dutch  (hips 
had  adlually  done  it-  The  merchants  being  re- 
quired to  verify  this  fadt,  dcfired  that  the  jour* 
nals  of  the  Greenland  fquadron  of  1655  might 
be  produced  ;  in  feven  of  which  there  was  no- 
tice  taken  cf  a  (hip  which  that  year  had 
failed  as  high  as  the  latitude  of  89  ;  and  three 
journals  of  that  (hip  being  produced,  they  all 
agreed,  as  to  one  oblcrvation  taken  by  the 
mafter,  Auj^uft  i,  16^5^  in  88  degrees  ^6  mi- 
nutes north.  '^'  '•  : 

But  a  proof  inconteftible,  is  the  teftimony  of 
Captain  Hudfon,  who  failed  in  160^  to  the  la« 
titude  of  S I  degrees  36  minutes  north,  where 
he  arrived  on  the  1 6th  of  July,  the  weather  be- 
ing then  pretty  warm. 

Add  to  all  thefe,  that  the  putch»  who  wer^ 
employed  in  1670,  in  endeavouring  to  find  a 
north-eaft  pafTagie,  advanced  within  a  very  fe\v 
degrees  of  that  open  fea,  which  is  now  com- 
monly navigated  by  the  Rudians,  and  which 
would  infallibly  have  brought  them  to  the  coafts 
of  China  and  Japan,  had  they  perfevered  in  the 
courfe  they  were  purfuing. 

It  does  not  appear,  however,  from  any  au- 
thentic accounts  that  we  can  collect,  that  any 
voyage,  profe(redly  for  the  difcovery  of  a  north- 
eafb  pafTage,  has  been  undertaken  by  either 
public  or  private  adventurers  in  England,  fince 
that  of  Capt.  Wood  in  the  year  1670,  till  the 
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prefent  year  :  and  it  is  more  than  probable, 
that  if  the  Rufllan  difcoveries  on  the  north  oi 
Afia  had  never  taken  place,  the  thoughts  of 
finding  a  praAicable  pafTage  from  Europe  in 
that  direAion,  would  have  lain  dormant  for 
ever.        •  ♦  ■' 

But  the  vaft  and  enterprizing  genius  of  Peter 
the  Great,  in  forcing  his  fubjedts  out  of  that 
obfcurity  in  which  they  had  long  been  involved, 
has  opened  to  the  maritime  powers  new  fources 
of  commerce,  and  furnilhed  fredi  motives  for 
pew  enterprizes.  From  a  people  unacquainted 
with  a  veflel  bigger  than  a  bark,  and  who  knew* 
no  navigation  but  that  of  their  own  rivers,  that 
wonderful  Prince  not  only  taught  them  the  ufe 
of  ihips,  but  inilru^ed  them  in  the  true  prin- 
ciples of  building  and  equipping  them.  Nay, 
he  did  more  ^  for  after  making  himfelf  known 
and  admired  throughout  Europe,  he  conceived 
|he  defign  of  opening  a  communication  with 
the  remote!):  parts  of  the  globe,  and  difcovering 
to  the  world  new  countries  which  no  European 
nation  had  ever  yet  explored. 

With  this  defign,  he  planned  one  of  the 
boldeft  enterprises  that  ever  entered  into  the 
heart  of  man  i  and  though  he  did  not  furvive 
to  fee  it  executed,  the  glory  of  the  atchievement 
is  wholly  his,  -^  .  ,  >    . 

The  country  of  Kamtfchatka  was  as  much 
unknown  to  his  predeceilors,  as  it  was  to  the 
of  the  civilized  nations  of  the  earth}  yet 
■'  •"    "  -he 
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he  formed  the  defign  of  making  that  favage 
country  the  centre  of  the  moib  glorious  at- 
chicvcments. 

It  was  in  the  lad  year  of  this  great  Monarch's 
life,  that  he  commiflloned  Capt.  Behring  to 
traverfe  the  wild,  and  then  aimed  defolate, 
country  of  Siberia,  and  to  continue  his  route 
to  Kamtfchatka,  where  he  was  to  build  one  or 
more  vcflels,  in  order  to  difcover  whether  the 
country  towards  the  north,  of  which  at  that 
time  they  had  no  diftindb  knowledge,  was  a  part 
of  America  or  not ;  and  if  it  was,  his  inftruc- 
tions  authorized  him  to  endeavour,  by  every 
poflfible  means,  to  feek  and  cultivate  the  ac* 
quaintance  of  fome  European  people,  and  to 
learn  from  them  the  (late  of  the  country  at 
which  he  (hould  arrive.  If  he  failed  in  this,  he 
was  to  make  fuch  difcoveries  as  circumftances 
fliould  prefent,  and  commit  to  writing  the  re« 
fult  of  his  obfervations  for  the  ufe  of  his  Im- 
perial mader. 

To  enter  minutely  into  the  particulars  of 
Capt.  Behring's  journey  and  voyage,  would 
carry  us  beyond  the  limits  prefcribed  for  this  In- 
troduftion  :  let  it  fuffice  to  fay,  that  after  fur- 
mounting  incredible  difficulties,  and  fuffering 
hardfhips  which  none  but  a  Ruffian  could  have 
furvived,  he  executed  his  commiffion  fucccfs* 
fully,  and  returned  to  Peterlbourg  in  fafety,  after 
an  abfence  of  five  years,  in  which  time,  belrdes 
his  voyage  by  Tea,  he  had  travelled,  in  going 
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and    returning,  eighteen   thoufand    miles    by 
land. 

It  is  from  the  fecond  enterprizes  of  this  afto* 
nifhing  man,  and  from  the  fubfequent  voyages 
of  the  Ruflfians,  that  we  are  able  to  afcertain 
the  exiftence  of  a  north- eaft  paflfage*,  and  it  is 
from  thence,  and  from  the  late  voyage  of  Capt. 
Phipps,  that,  we  think,  we  may  fairly  infer  the 
practicability  of  it. 

It  was  fome  time  about  the  year  1740,  that 
Capt.  Behring  embarked  on  his  fecond  voyage 
from  Kamtfchatka,  of  which  all  that  we  know 
is,  that  he  failed  fouthward  to  the  ifles  of 
Japan,  and  from  thence  eaftward  about  80 
leagues.  At  that  diftance  from  Japan  he  dif- 
covered  land,  which  he  coalted  north-weft,  (till 
approaching  to  the  north-eaft  cape  of  Afia, 
which  he  doubled,  and  named  Cape  Shelvg- 
henfki,  not  daring  to  land  till  he  arrived  at  the 
mouth  of  a  great  river,  where,  fending  his 
boats  with  mod  of  his  crew  on  (hore,  they  never 
more  returned,  being  either  killed  or  detained 
by  the  inhabitants,  which  made  his  difcovery 
incompleat  *,  for  not  having  men  fufHcient  lefc 
to  navigate  the  Ihip,  Ihe  went  on  (hore  on  an 
uninhabited  ifland,  where  the  Captain  unfortu- 
nately died. 

From  this  voyage,  however,  we  learn  that 
the  fca,  from   the  north-eaft  cape  of  Kamt- 
fchatka, is  open  to  the  ifles  of  Japan,  and  from 
a  fubfcqucnt  account  of  Rulfian  voyages,  pub- 
-^^£t   ^  liflied 
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lifhfd  in  the  Philorophical  Tranfaiflions,  from  n 
paper  communicated  by  the  celebrated  Euler, 
it  appears,  that  they  pafTed  along  in  fmail  vef. 
fels,  coading  between  Nova  Zembla  and  the 
continent,  at  divers  times  in  the  middle  of 
fummer,  when  thofc  Teas  were  open.  The  firft 
expedition  was  from  the  river  Oby,  latitude  66 
degrees  north,  longitude  65  degrees  eaft  from 
London,  and  at  the  approach  of  winter,  the 
veflels  (heltered  themfelves  by  going  up  the  Ja- 
niflca,  the  mouth  of  which  is  marked  in  our 
maps  in  latitude  70  degrees  north,  and  in  lon- 
gitude 82  degrees  eail^  from  whence  the  next 
fummer  they  proceeded  to  the  mouth  of  the 
Lena  in  latitude  72  degrees  north,  and  in  lon- 
gitude 115  degrees,  into  which  they  again  re- 
tired for  the  winter  feafonr  The  third  expedi- 
tion was  from  the  mouth  of  this  river,  to  the 
fartheft  north  cape  of  Afia,  in  72  degrees  of 
north  latitude,  and  in  172  degrees  of  eaft  lon- 
gitude from  London.  Thus  the  Ruffians  hav- 
ing pafTed  between  the  continent  and  Nova 
Zembla,  and  failed  as  far  as  the  eafternmoO; 
north  cape,  and  the  EngliOi  and  Dutch  having 
repeatedly  failed  through  the  (traits  that  divide 
Nova  Zembla  from  the  continent,  nothing  can 
be  a  plainer  demondration  of  the  reality  of  a 
north-eaft  paflTage,  than  the  fum  of  the  voyages 
here  enumerated,  when  added  together.  The 
Englifh  and  Dutch  fail  to  Wygatz,  or  the 
ftraic  of  Nova  Zembla  ^  the  Ruffians  fail  from 
.    _  ■*;  .    ;  -^     Wygat* 
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Wygatz  to  the  north  cape  of  Afia  *,  and  Beh* 
ring  from  the  north  cape  to  J^pan.  This  is  an  in- 
controvertible  demondration  ;  yet  it  is  obvious, 
that  this  courfe  can  never  be  praflicable  to  (hips 
employed  in  trade.  I'hc  Rufllans,  by  taking 
the  advantage  of  an  open  iea  and  mild  wea- 
ther, in  three  years  time  accompli(hed  but  part 
of  a  voyage,  which,  by  the  Cape  of  Good 
Hope,  may  be  made  in  lefs  than  one.  Who 
therefore  would  run  the  hazard  of  fo  defperate 
a  pafTage,  for  the  fake  of  reaping  imaginary  ad*- 
vantages  by  an  intercourfe  with  favages,  who, 
for  aught  we  know,  have  nothing  to  exchange 
for  European  commodities,  but  the  fkins  of 
bears,  or  the  bones  of  monfters. 

But  tho*  the  palTage  to  the  northern  countries 
of  the  eaft  was  known  to  be  imprafticable 
to  European  navigators  in  this  dlredlion,  it  was 
worthy  the  greatnefs  of  a  maritime  people,  to 
endeavour  to  determine  the  polCbility  of  at- 
taining th;2  fame  end  by  another  courfe. 

The  mifcarriage  and  death  of  Barentz*  and 
the  Ihipwreck  of  Capt.  Wood,  had  left  the 
queftion  undetermined,  whether  the  regions  ad- 
joini/ig  to  the  pole  are  land  or  water,  frozen  or 
open  Tea.  The  advantages  from  this  difcovery, 
befides  the  glory  refulting  from  it,  had  the  de* 
cifion  terminated  in  favour  of  navigation,  would 
have  been  immenfely  great.  To  have  opened 
a  new  channel  of  commerce  at  a  time  when  cur 
trade  is  languifhing,  would  have  revived  the 

E  '  drooping 


■X 


*, 

I; 


"m 


f  ■ 


I',  I  \ 


'.;i,;'i..i^ 

■■'■'# 


;,< 


t"!  ;  :  ; 
''■!    ■  'H 

MM 


"dm 
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drooping  hopes  of  our  manufafturers,  and  re- 
tained at  home  the  numerous  emigrants,  who, 
for  want  of  employment  in  their  own  country, 
are  feeking  new  habitations,  and  new  means  of 
living  in  remote  fettlements,  of  the  certainty  of 
which  they  have  no  experience. 

It  mult  be  acknowledged  to  the  lading  ho- 
nour of  the  noble  Lord  who  prefides  at  the 
head  of  the  admiralty  board,  and  who  patro- 
nized the  undertaking,  that  the  means  to  ren- 
der it  fuccefsful,  was  in  every  refpe(5t  propor- 
tioned to  the  importance  of  the  difcovery. 

The  vefTcls  that  were  made  choice  of  were 
the  propereft  that  could  be  devifed.  Bomb 
ketches  are  in  the  firft  inftance  ftoutly  built, 
and  not  being  over  large,  ar^  befl:  adapted  for 
navigating  feas  that  are  known  to  abound  with 
ihoals  and  covered  rocks :  thefe  veflels,  befides 
their  natural  ftrength,  were  (heathcd  with  plank 
of  feafoned  oak  three  inches  thick,  to  fortify 
them  againft  the  Ihocks  and  preffure  of  the  ice, 
that,  in  their  progrefs,  they  muft  infallibly  en- 
counter. They  were,  befides,  furnilhed  with  a 
double  fet  of  ice  poles,  anchors,  cables,  fails 
and  rigging,  to  provide  againft  the  terrible  ef- 
fects of  the  fevere  and  tempeftuous  weather, 
that  frequently  happens  in  high  latitudes,  even 
in  the  middle  of  the  moft  temperate  feafons. 

Nor  was  his  Lordfhip  lefs  careful  to  provide 
for  the  comfortable  fubfiftance  of  the  men, 
than  for  the  prcfcrvation  of  their  lives,  by  his 
*     «  wile 
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wife  dircdlions  in  equipping  their  (hips.  His 
firft  care  was,  to  ifliie  orders  for  killing  and 
curing  a  fufficient  quantity  of  beef  and  pork 
in  the  bed  manner  poflTible,  that  their  provifi- 
ons  might  be  good  and  frelh  •,  and  his  next,  to 
caufe  one  hundred  buts  of  porter  to  be  brewed 
with  the  bcft  malt  and  hops,  that  they  might 
have  proper  drink  to  fortify  them  agalnll  the 
rigour  of  the  climate  they  were  about  to  pafs. 
Their  peafc,  oatmeal,  rice  and  molofllis,  were 
all  provided  with  equal  care,  and  when  all 
things  were  in  readinefs,  the  beer  was  (lowed 
in  the  holds,  and  the  vacancies  filled  up  with 
coals,  which  ferved  as  ballall,  that  firing  might 
not  be  wanting  to  warm  and  dry  them  when 
cold,  or  wet  with  labour,  or  with  watching. 
Add  to  this,  that  a  double  quantity  of  fpirits 
were  put  on  board,  with  a  large  proportion  of 
wine,  vinegar,  muftard,  &c.  &c.  and  what,  we 
believe,  was  never  before  thought  of  in  the 
fitting  out  of  any  King's  (hips,  a  confiderable 
quantity  of  tea  and  fugar  for  the  fick,  in  cafe 
any  (hould  be  feized  with  that  dreadful  diforder, 
which  rendered  (hip  provifions  loathfome  to 
Capt.  James's  men,  who  were  conftrained  to 
winter  in  Charlton  llland  in  1^32.  Thefe  men 
fell  fick  and  had  fore  mouths,  and  could  nei- 
ther eat  beef,  pork,  fi(h,  nor  pottage  ;  the  Sur- 
geon was  every  morning  and  evening  obliged  to 
pick  their  teeth,  and  cut  away  the  pieces  of 
rotten  fle(h  from  their  gums,  yet  they  could  eat 
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xxviii        INTRODUCTION, 

nothing  but  bread  pounded  in  a  mortar,  and 
fried  in  oil,  on  which  they  fubfided  for  feveral 
months.  In  cafe  of  accidents  of  this  kind,  and 
that  tea  (hould  fail  to  anfwer  the  purpofes  of  nou- 
rilhment,  a  quantity  of  portable  foup  was  like- 
wife  provided.  And  to  compleat  the  whole,  a 
flock  of  warm  cloathing  was  laid  in,  confiding 
of  fix  fearnought  jackets  for  each  man,  two 
milled  caps,  two  pair  of  fearnought  trowfers, 
four  pair  of  milled  (lockings,  and  an  excellent 
pair  of  boots,  with  a  dozen  pair  of  milled 
mitts,  two  cotton  Ihirts,  and  two  handkerchiefs. 

Thus  equipped  and  provided,  the  command 
of  the  Race  Horfe  was  given  to  the  Hon. 
Conilantine  Phipps,  as  Commodore,  and  that 
of  the  Carcafe  to  Capt.  SkifHngton  Lutwych ; 
the  firft  mounting  eight  fix  pounders  and  four- 
teen fwivels,  burthen  three  hundred  and  fifty 
tons ;  the  latter  four  fix  pounders  and  fourteen 
fwivels,  burthen  three  hundred  tons. 

Thus  being  premifed,  let  us  now  proceed  to 
the  journal  of  the  Voyage.  ,       . 
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THE  HON.  COMMODORE  PHIPPS, 

"'.-.    -  '        AND  <:■ 

Capt.  SKIFFINGTON  LUTWYCH, 

IN      HIS 

Majesty's  Ships  RACE  HORSE  and 
CARCASE    BOMBS. 

AL  L  things  being  now  in  readinefs,  the  of- 
ficers on  board,  and  the  men  paid  their 
bounty- money  of  three  pounds  per  man,  ac- 
cording to  his  Majefiy's  royal  proclamation,  for 
the  encouragement  of  thofe  who  (hould  volun- 
tarily enter  to  undertake  the  voyage.  On  the 
3d  of  June  17739  the  Commodore  made  the 
fignal  to  weigh ;  but  previous  to  their  depar- 
ture, the  Carcafe  having  been  judged  too  deep 
to  navigate  thofe  heavy  feas  through  which  (he 
was  to  pafs,  the  Captain  obtained  leave  from 
the  board  of  Admiralty  to  re-land  ten  of  her 
compliment  of  men,  and  to  put  a(hore  fix  of 
the  eight  fix- pounders  with  which  ihe  was 
equipped,  with  a  quantity  of  provifions,  pro. 
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30    VOYAGE  TO  thb  North-East. 
portioned  to  the  number  of  men  that  ic  had 
been  thought  proper  to  difcharge. 

On  Friday  the  4th  being  oflf  Sheernefs,  the 
wind  weft  by  north,  and  a  fr.'Ih  breeze,  they 
took  their  departure,  and  continued  their  voyage 
without  any  material  occurrence  hafjpening  till 
Tuefday  the  15th,  when  the  Commodore  made 
the  fignal  to  lie  to.  They  were  then  off  Brafley 
Ifland,  and  many  fiftiing- boats  from  Shetland 
being  in  fight,  the  men  were  invited  on  board, 
and  fome  fi(h  purchafed  of  them  at  a  cheap  rate. 

On  the  17  th  they  took  a  new  departure  from 
Shetland,  but  the  day  following  the  fog  thick- 
ened fo  much,  that  it  almoft  approached  to  to- 
tal darknefs.  During  the  continuance  of  the 
fog,  the  Commodore  kept  firing  guns  and  beat- 
ing drums,  to  prevent  the  Carcafe  from  lofing 
company.  As  it  was  impofiible  that  one  could 
fee  the  other  at  a  fliip's  length,  it  was  found  the 
more  neceffary  to  repeat  and  return  the  firing, 
left  they  (hould  run  foul  of  each  other  before 
they  could  be  apprized  of  their  danger.  About 
five  in  the  morning  the  mift  cleared  up,  and 
about  nine  the  Commodore  being  in  fight,  made 
the  fignal  to  the  Carcafe  to  fteer  north-eaft. 
They  were  then  in  latitude  60  degrees  52  mi- 
nutes north  by  obfervation  5  the  north  end  of 
Shetland  Ifland  bearing  north  by  weft  one  half 
weft,  feven  or  eight  leagues. 

On  the  17th  they  obferved  a  fail  to  the  north- 
eaft,  which  the  Commodore  brought  to,  and 
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fpoke  with.  The  breeze  frefli,  the  weather 
hazy,  and  the  wind  variable,  the  Carcafe  carri- 
ed away  her  main-top-maft  ftudding  fail  yard  ; 
which,  however,  was  very  foon  fupplied.  La- 
titude this  day  by  obfervation  62  degrees  53  mi- 
nutes  north.  •*-"  -  »  '  *  %-"-"  "^  *  •«"  •  ^  •*  '  - 
«  Friday  the  i8th,  being  in  the  latitude  of  6$ 
degrees  9  minutes  north,  the  cloathing  allowed 
by  the  Government,  of  which  notice  has  alrea- 
dy been  taken  in  the  Introduction,  was  deliver- 
ed out,  and  officers  as  well  as  men  received  their 
full  proportion.  This  day  the  weather  conti- 
nued as  before.  -       •    »-    -    ■  •       ♦.  - 

Saturday  the  19th  the  weather  varied  to  every 
point  of  the  compafs,  the  Commodore  brought 
to,  and  fpoke  with  the  Carcafe.  Made  fail 
about  three  in  the  morning,  and  at  nine  a  large 
fwell.  Tacked  and  flood  to  the  eadward.  La« 
titude  66  degrees  i  minute  north  i  longitude 
from  London  33  minutes  weft. 

Sunday  the  20th  they  purfued  their  courfe  to 
the  eaftward,  with  the  wind  north-weft,  but 
variable ;  high  breezes  and  clear  air.  They 
were  now  within  the  Polar  circle,  and  at  mid- 
night had  an  obfervation  of  the  fun,  and  found 
their  latitude  66  degrees  gz  minutes  north. 
Sounded  on  board  the  Commodore  with  a  lead 
of  one  hundred  weight,  and  a  line  of  feven 
hundred  and  eighty  fathot.,  to  which  was  faf- 
tened  a  thermometer  of  Lord  George  Caven- 
di(h*s  conftruftion.  They  found  no  bottom, 
■  e-'if;  '  but 
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32     VOYAGE  TO  THE  North-East. 
but  che  water  was  eleven  degrees  colder  at  that 
depth  than  on  the  furface.  The  Carcife  founded 
with  four  hundred  and  fifty  fathoms  only. 

Monday  2i»  light  breezes  and  cloudy  wea- 
ther. They  obferved  a  whale  on  the  north  eaft 
quarter,  the  firft  they  had  yet  feen  in  the  north 
feas.  The  weather  now  began  to  fet  in  fevere ; 
the  nights  cold,  and  the  days  cloudy.  The 
Commodore  obferving  a  whaling  fnow  with 
Hamborough  colours  flying,  fired  a  (hot,  and 
brought  her  to.  She  happened  to  be  homeward 
bound  with  Teals,  and  Mr.  Wyndham,  a  gen- 
tleman of  fortune,  who  had  embarked  on  board 
the  Commodore,  with  a  view  to  profecute  the 
voyage,  finding  nothing  but  foul  weather  and 
heavy  Teas,  to  gratify  his  curiofity,  and  being 
withal  unable  to  endure  the  fea  ficknefs,  took 
paflage  on  board  the  Hamburgher,  in  order  to 
return  home  s  and  having  taken  leave  of  his 
friends,  by  wiihing  them  a  happy  voyage,  the 
Snow's  boat  took  him  on  board  about  feven  in 
the  morning,  and  at  eight  the  Commodore  and 
Carcafe  purfued  their  voyage.       ^    ,; 

Tuefday  22,  the  articles  of  war  were  read 
on  board  the  Carcafe.  The  weather  began  to 
be  piercing  cold ;  they  had  reached  the  70th 
degree  of  north  latitude,  in  a  courfe  nearly 
north,  being  only  14  minutes  to  the  eaftward 
of  London  i  and  from  their  leaving  Shetland 
*'o  this  day,  they  had  feen  nothing  remarkable  % 
ior  had  any  accident  befallen  either  of  the 
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(hips  worth  relating,  except  that  of  now  ana 
then  fnapping  a  rope,  or  breaking  a  yard  j  inci- 
dents eafily  repaired.  This  day  it  poured  with 
rain  y  the  air  was  thick,  and  the  rain  froze  as  ic 
fell.  Saw  a  large  ihip  to  the  north-well,  Hand- 
ing fouthward,  but  wanting  no  information  that 
flie  could  give,  they  purfued  their  voyage  with- 
out fpeaking  to  her. 

Wednefday  2j,  the  rain  continued  j  the 
weather  hazy  ;  heard  three  guns  fire  at  a  dif- 
tance,  but  faw  no  fhip  or  other  objed.  The 
whales  are  here  in  no  great  plenty,  and  few 
ihips  appear  in  the  open  fea  in  purfuit  of  them. 
They  generally  at  this  feafon  frequent  the  bays 
and  creeks  near  the  (hore,  and  only  break 
away  when  they  are  purfued  or  wounded. 
On  Thurfday  the  24th,  the  Commodore  chang- 
ed his  courfe  to  eaft  north-eaft ;  and  on  the 
25th  they  were  in  latitude  74  degrees  7  minutes 
north,  and  in  8  degrees  32  minutes  ead  longi- 
tude from  London.  Served  out  to  the  (hip's 
company  plenty  of  muftard,  pepper,  vinegar, 
&c.  The  weather  extremely  cold  and  variable. 
Ac  eight  in  the  evening  thick  fog  ;  at  two  in 
the  morning  frefli  breezes  j  at  eight  clear  wea- 
ther ;  at  eleven  fqually }  and  at  noon  calm, 
with* fleet  and  fnow. 

On  Saturday  the  26th,  at  midnight,  they  had 
an  obfervation,  and  found  them felves  in  latitude 
74  degrees    17   minutes    north  j  frelh    gales, 
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fomecimes  rain,  Qect,  and  fnow  •,  at  fevcn  in 
the  morning  clear  weacher  and  an  open  Tea. 

Sunday  27,  light  airs  from  the  fouthward, 
and  cloudy  weather;  much  warmer  than  the 
preceding  day.  It  is  •remarkable,  that  the  vi- 
cifTitudes  of  heat  and  cold  are  more  frequent 
here  than  in  the  more  foucherly  latitudes.  It 
often  changes  from  temperate  to  extreme  cold  y 
and  that  fuddenly. 

It  fhould  feem  likewife,  that  the  ice  frequent- 
ly changes  its  place  in  this  latitude ;  or  that  it  is 
more  folid  near  land  than  in  the  open  fea  •,  for  on 
the  23d  of  June  1676,  Capt.  Wood,  being  more 
to  the  eailward,  fell  in  with  ice  right  a-head, 
not  more  than  a  league  diQant.  He  fleered 
along  it,  thinking  it  had  openings,  but  found 
them  to  be  bays.  He  founded,  and  found 
ground  at  one  hundred  and  fifty- eight  fathom, 
foft  green  oar.  In  fome  places  he  found  pieces 
of  ice  driving  off  a  mile  from  the  main  body  in 
ilrange  fhapes,  refembling  (hips,  trees,  build- 
ings, beads,  fifhes,  and  even  men.  The  main 
body  of  ice  being  low  and  craggy,  he  could 
fee  hills  of  a  blue  colour  at  a  didance,  and 
valleys  that  were  white  as  fnow.  In  fome  places 
he  obferved  drift  wood  among  the  ice.  Some 
of  the  ice  he  melted,  and  found  it  fre(h  and 
good.  This  navigator  never  could  advance  far- 
ther to  the  north  j  but  in  feeking  to  penetrate 
the  ice  was  (hip-wrecked,  as  has  been  already 
related  in  the  IncroduAioni  He  therefore  judged 
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the  ice  impenetrable,  and  that  land  or  ice  fur- 
rounded  the  pole.  Our  navigators  found  alfo 
much  wood  in  this  latitude  floating  about  the 
(hips,  and  faw  great  flocks  of  birds, 

Monday  28,  the  weather  altered;  the  wind 
weft.  FrcH^  breezes,  with  rain  and  fleet.  Lat- 
ter part  thick  fog. 

Tucfday  29,  being  in  latitude  78  degrees 
north,  and  in  longitude  6  degrees  29  minutes 
ead  from  London,  came  in  fight  of  land,  when 
the  (hips  brought  to,  and  the  Caprains  held  a 
confultation  concerning  their  future  cuurfe. 
The  appearance  of  the  land  lay  from  eail-fouth- 
caft  to  north-ea(l ;  and  this  day  they  fpoke 
with  the  Marquis  of  Rockingham,  Greenland- 
man,  who,  by  their  reckoning,  were  then  in 
latitude  79  degrees  40  minutes  north,  though 
by  that  of  the  Commodore,  their  latitude  was 
only  78  degrees  3  minutes.  This  difference,  it 
is  probable,  arifes  from  not  making  the  proper 
allowance  for  refradlion  in  this  high  latitude* 
The  Greendlandman  prefented  each  of  the  Com- 
manders with  a  deer  and  a  half,  which  they 
found  well  flavoured  venifon,  though  not  over 
fat.  He  iikewife  informed,  that  he  hadjud 
come  from  the  ice,  and  that  the  day  before, 
three  whalers  had  been  cru(hed  to  pieces  by  its 
clofmg  upon  them  fuddenly. 

Wednefday  30,  purfucd  their  courfe.  Clou- 
dy weather.  Half  pafl:  four  in  the  morning 
founded,  one  hundred  and  twelve  fathoms  fofc 
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blue  mud.  At  this  time  Black  Point,  fo  called 
from  its  dark  appearance,  bore  north-eaft  by  eaft: 
three  quarters  eaft,  at  the  diftance  of  feven  or 
eight  leagues.  At  half  paft  feven,  in  the 
morning,  faw  two  fail  in  the  north-weft  quarter. 
At  half  paft  twelve  tacked  and  ftood  to  the 
eaft.  Sounded,  and  found  ground  at  one  hun- 
dred and  fifteen  fathom. 

'  Thurfday  July  i,  light  breezes  and  clear 
weather  at  midnight :  the  fun  as  bright  as  at 
noon  day.  Black  Point  eaft  one  half  fouth, 
diftant  feven  leagues.  At  three  in  the  morn- 
ing made  Charles's  Ifland,  and  at  nine  faw  a 
fail  to  the  weftward  whaleing  j  they  were  then 
in  latitude  78  degrees  18  minutes  north,  by  ob- 
fervation.  Sounded,  and  found  the  fame  depth 
as  before. 

Friday  2,  light  airs  and  moderate  weather. 
Lay  to  and  took  the  altitude  of  a  mountain, 
which  they  named  Mount  Parnafllis ;  found  it 
from  the  level  of  the  fea  to  be  three  thoufand 
nine  hundred  and  fixty  feet  high,  covered  with 
fnow,  and  at  a  diftance  refembling  an  ancient 
building,  with  fomething  like  a  turret  ^-top. 
The  foot  of  this  mountain,  with  the  hills  ad- 
joining, have  fometimes  a  very  fiery  appear- 
ance, and  the  ice  and  fnow  on  their  fides  refem- 
bling trees  and  (hrubs,  gliffen  with  a  brilliancy 
that  exceed  the  fplendor  of  the  brighteft  gems. 
When  this  happens,  a  violent  ftorm  generally 
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fucceeds.     Here  they  (hoc  fonie  Tea  fowl,  but 
of  an  oily  tade. 

Saturday  3,  proved  a  pcrfeffc  calm.  They 
fpoke  with  a  Hollander,  who  foretold,  that  a 
degree  or  two  farther  north  was  the  utmoit 
extent  of  their  progrefs  this  feafon.  Having 
doubled  Cape  Cold,  they  anchored  in  fifteen 
fathom  water,  about  three  miles  from  the  land, 
and  fent  the  boats  alhore  for  water,  which  they 
found  in  abundance,  pouring  down  in  little 
ftreams  from  the  rocks.  At  five  in  the  after- 
noon, by  the  mean  of  four  azimuths,  the  varia* 
tion  was  found  to  be  18  degrees  36  minutes 
weft.  Sounded  and  found  only  fixty-five  fa- 
thorns,  foft  brown  mud.  Mount  Parnaffus 
eaft-north  eaft  three  or  four  leagues. — Among 
other  reafons  which  Capt.  Wood  gave  for  wi(h- 
ing  to  be  employed  on  the  difcovery  of  the 
nprth-eaft  paflage,  one  was,  that  he  might  have 
an  opportunity  of  approaching  the  pole,  in  or- 
der to  fettle  an  hypothefis,  which  he  had  long 
framed,  wherebv  the  inclinaiioo  of  the  ma»ne- 
tical  needle  under  the  horizon,  in  all  latitudes 
apd  in  all  longitudes,  with  the  variation  of  the 
compafs,  might  be  exaftly  determined.  This  na- 
vigator imagined  two  magnetical  poles  to  exid : 
and  that,  by  approaching  the  one,  he  (houl  j 
be  able  to  determine  the  aftion  of  the  other. 
It  does  not  appear,  that  he  ever  explained  his 
hypothefis ;  and  there  never  has  been  but  one 
man,  whofe  narne  was  Williams,  fmce  his 
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time,  who  pretended  to  know  any  thing  of  the 
matter. 

Saturday  4,  light  breezes  and  hazy  weather. 
Sounded,  and  only  twenty  fathoms  deep  •,  rocky 
ground.  Hacluit's  Headland,  or  the  nor- 
thermoft  point  of  Spitfbergen,  bearing  north 
by  eaft  fe^en  leagues.  Many  whalers  in  fight. 
Latitude  by  obfervation  79  degrees  34  minutes 
north,  longitude  from  London  8  degrees  10 
minutes  eaft.    Thermometer  forty- feven. 

Monday  5,  at  two  in  the  afternoon  foundedf 
and  only  fifteen  fathom  water  ;  rocky  ground. 
Thick  fog.  The  Race  Horfe  fired  guns  as  fig- 
nals  to  keep  company,  which  were  anfwered  by 
the  Carcafe.  A  dreadful  crackling  was  heard 
at  a  diftance,  which  proved  the  dafhing  and 
grinding  of  the  loofe  pieces  of  ice  again  ft  each 
other,  which  is  heard  at  many  leagues  dif- 
tance.  Hacluit's  Headland  fouth  eaft  by  fouth, 
diftance  fix  or  feven  leagues. 

Tuefday  6,  proved  very  foggy  •,  the  breezes 
eight,  and  iflands  of  ice  beginning  to  appear. 
At  three  in  the  afternoon  the  Commodore 
hauled  up  from  a  large  body  of  packed  ice, 
and  the  fog  thickening,  both  (hips  kept  firing 
volleys  of  fmall  arms,  to  prevent  their  lofing 
company.  At  half  paft  ten  in  the  evening,  the 
extremes  of  the  ice  ftretching  from  north- weft 
to  eaft  north-eaft,  the  Commodore  bore  away ; 
and  at  half  paft  twelve  loft  fight  of  it.  At 
half  paft  one  in  the  morning  heard  a  violent 
-.1..  furf 
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furf  to  the  fouth-eaft.  ^t  two  tacked  and  ftood 
to  the  weftward.  At  half  paft  five  the  fog  ga- 
thering, they  began  firing  volleys  of  Imall 
arms.  At  fix  faw  the  ice  ftretching  from  caft 
by  fouth,  to  north  by  caft;  and  at  feven  was 
within  fight  of  land.  At  ten  Cloven  ClifF 
flood  eaft-fouth-eaft,  diftant  about  five  or  fist 
leagues.  - 

Wcdnefday   the   7th,    the  weather  cloudy. 

They  found  themfelves  befet  among  the  loofe 
ice,  which  increafing  continually,  gave  them 
incredible  trouble.  Obferving  that  it  thickened 
to  the  eaftward,  they  hauled  up,  and  ftood  to 
the  weftward  5  but  in  tacking,  they  were  in 
danger  of  running  foul.  It  was  with  difficulty 
they  could  keep  any  courfe,  for  the  driffs  of 
ice  came  fo  thick,  as  to  whirl  the  (hips  about,  as 
if  in  a  whirl-pool.  "^"' 

Thurfday  8,  the  weather  ftill  remaining  clou- 
dy, and  the  wind  variable,  both  (hips  ftill  were 
entangled  in  the  ice  •,  and  the  Carcafe  being 
driven  to  leeward,  hoifted  out  her  long-boat  to 
tow  up  with  the  Commodore.  But  the  ice 
clofing  very  faft,  it  was  impofiible  for  the  boats 
to  live.  Orders  were  then  given  to  tack  and 
(land  to  the  fouthward ;  but  the  (hips  not  being 
able  to  make  head  againft  the  accumulation  of 
ice  that  continually  gathered  round  them,  were 
under  a  neceffity  of  applying  to  their  ice  an- 
chors and  poles,  in  order  to  warp  through  it. 
At  half  paft  eight  in  the  evening,  the  ice  be- 
ginning 
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40  VOYAGE  TO  THE  North -East. 
ginning  to  open,  they  again  hoifted  out  their 
boats,  and  with  difficulty  towed  the  (hips  round 
a  cape  of  ice  projecting  from  the  main  body, 
ind  at  laft  got  clear.  At  ten  the  boats  were 
hoifted  on  board.  In  extricating  themfelves 
Irom  this  dangerous  fituation,  the  Race  Horfe 
had  her  bed  bower  anchor  fnapt  in  the  fhank, 
clofe  to  the  ilcck,  and  the  Carcafe  loft  her  (lar- 
board bumkin  and  head  rails. 

It  frequently  happens,  that  (hips  befet  among 
the  ice  in  the  manner  above  related,  peri(h 
by  being  da(tied  to  pieces  againd  the  folid  fields 
of  ice,  or  cru(hed  by  the  broken  pieces  crowd- 
ing upon  one  another,  and  rifing  fo  fad  about 
the  (hip,  as  to  exceed  the  height  of  her  fides, 
and  then  there  is  no  efcaping.  They  were  told 
by  fome  experienced  feamen,  that  the  ice  rifes 
out  of  the  fea  as  high  fometimes  as  mountains ; 
and  that  feveral  of  thcfe  mountains,  by  (Irik- 
ing  together  and  coalefcing,  form  thefe  iflands 
of  ice  that  are  frequently  feen  in  the  lower  lati- 
tudes, driving  up  and  down  the  fea  as  the  wind 
and  tides  dircft  them.    ^„^i  ,,v    ^^w    ^^   v^^j 

The  greateft  danger  to  be  apprehended,  is, 
however,  from  the  loofe  ice ;  for  the  whalers 
often  moor  their  (hips  to  the  folid^fields  of  ice, 
that  at  certain  feafons  feem  to  reft  upon  the 
earth,  and  appear  fixed  to  it,  and  there  find 
the  beft  fi(hing.  In  fuch  fituations  it  often 
happens,  that  little  or  no  loofe  ice  is  t^  be 
feen  i  yet  prefently  upon  a  change  of  wind,  or 
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the  blowing  of  a  ilorm,  it  Ihall  pour  in  upon 
them  fo  fuddenly,  that  they  fometimes  pcri(h  in 
ir.  It  is  not  poHlble  to  account  for  the  ado- 
niihing  quantity  that  will  gather  in  this  manner 
in  lefs  than  an  hour's  time. 

Though  it  fecms  to  be  agreed,  that  many  of 
the  largcft  fields  of  ice  are  frozen  to  the  depth 
of  the  Tea  in  which  they  are  found,  and  that 
they  are  bedded  on  the  folid  earth,  yet  it  is 
equally  certain,  that  they  are  often  rent  afun- 
der  by  the  raging  billows ;  and  that  in  break- 
ing, they  produce  the  moft  terrifying  noife  in 
nature ;  nay,  it  is  afTerted,  that  the  clafhing 
of  the  pieces  of  loofe  ice  againft  each  other, 
on  any  extraordinary  agitation  of  the  waves, 
is  attended  with  a  roaring  fo  loud,  that  a  man 
who  is  near  it  can  hardly  hear  the  found  of  his 
own  voice. 

Friday  the  9th,  they  hauled  up  to  the  well- 
ward,  and  loft  fight  one  of  the  other;  but 
about  nine  next  morning  they  came  in  fight, 
and  joined  company.  The  weather  being  now 
piercing  cold,  the  people  had  an  addicionai 
quantity  of  porter  and  brandy  delivered  to 
them  ;  two  quarts  of  porter  and  a  pint  of  bran- 
dy being  now  every  man's  daily  allowance. 

Saturday  July  the  loth,  the  breeze  frelh,  and 
the  weather  cloudy.  They  failed  between  num- 
berlefs  pieces  of  ice,  among  which  they  faw  fe- 
veral  whales,  but  none  of  the  whalers  in  pur- 
fuit  of  them.  The  ice  now  becoming  folid  and 
1  ..  G  com- 
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42  VOYAGE  TO  THE  North-East, 
compadl,  they  found  it  impradlicable  to  conti- 
nue their  courfe.  And  the  difcovery  of  a  paf- 
fage  to  the  pole  in  that  direction  (upon  holding 
a  confultation)  appearing  impradlicable  to  every 
officer  on  board  of  both  (hips,  the  Comma- 
dore,  at  feven  in  the  evening,  hauled  clofe  to 
the  wind  ;  and  the  Carcafe,  as  foon  as  (he  could 
extricate  herfelf,  followed  his  example.  The 
weather  continuing  foggy,  with  rain  and  fnow, 
the  failors  were  almoft  worn  out  with  turning 
and  winding  •,  and  although  they  ufed  the  ut- 
mo(l  precaution  in  working  through  the  nar- 
rows, yet  they  could  not  always  avoid  linking 
againft  the  mountains  that  every  where  fur- 
rounded  them.  During  this  night's  work,  they 
fleered  a  hundred  different  courfes,  to  follo«v 
the  channels.  ,         .     ..^  . 

Sunday  ii,  having  worked  out  of  the  ice, 
they  failed  along  the  main  body,  which  ap- 
peared perfedly  folid  and  compaft  without 
any  pafTage  or  inlet.  This  immcnfe  mafs  of 
ice  extended  north-eaft,  as  far  as  they  could  fee 
from  the  maft-head  ;  and,  no  doubt,  might  be 
a  continuation  of  that  in  which  they  were  engag- 
ed a  few  days  before.  The  fca  was  now  tole- 
rably clear,  for  they  met  with  no  more  fields, 
and  only  a  few  detached  iflands,  At  half  pad 
one  in  the  morning  they  faw  the  land  from 
fouth  by  weft,  to  fouth  fouth-caft.  At  three 
in  the  morning  they  tacked  i  Cloven  Cliff 
bearing  fouth-fouth-eaft  fix  miles.    At  fevea 
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tacked  again.  At  eight  the  Commodore  bore 
away,  and  the  Carcafe  Rood  after  him.  Cloven 
Cliff  fouth  one  half  weft,  two  or  three  leagues, 
latitude  ;g  degrees  56  minutes  north. 

Monday  12,  at  eighr  -n  the  evening  Cloven 
Cliff  bearing  weft-fouth  weft  four  or  five  miles, 
they  founded  in  fifteen  fathoms  water,  and 
found  a  rocky  bottom.  Saw  feveral  Englilh 
and  Dutch  Greenlanders  at  anchor  in  the  Nor- 
ways :  That  being  their  rendezvous  to  the  north- 
ward, they  never  chufe  to  proceed  farther. 
Here  ihey  found  the  current  fctting  fo  faft  to 
eadward,  that  they  were  forced  to  come  to  an 
anchor  to  keep  from  drifting  on  the  ice ;  the 
fwell  from  wcftward  being  fo  great,  that  had  that 
happened,  it  would  of  confequence  have  ftaved 
the  (hips.  At  five  in  the  morning  a  breeze  from 
north  north-eaft  fpringing  up,  they  weighed, 
and  made  fail.  At  eight  Hacluit's  Headland 
weft-fouth  weft  one  half  weft,  fix  or  feven 
leagues,  at  noon  latitude  80  degrees  2  minutes 
north. 

Tuefday  13,  the  weather  being  clear  and 
calm,  and  a  ftrong  eafterly  current  fetting  in, 
at  eight  in  the  evening  they  came  to  with  their 
ftream  anchors  and  haufers  in  forty  fathoms 
water  i  but  at  nine  a  breeze  fpringing  up  from 
the  eaftward,  they  weighed,  and  next  day  came 
to  an  anchor  in  Smcaringburgh  Harbour.  Clo- 
ven Cliff  caft  one  half  fouth  one  rpile.     Weft 
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point  of  Vooglc  land  north- north- weft  one  half 
weft,  dittant  one  mile  and  a  half;  foundings  fif- 
teen fathom  Tandy  bottom. 

Here  they  remained  between  five  and  fix 
days  to  take  in  frefti  water,  during  which  time 
our  journalift  was  employed  in  furveying  the 
country,  which  to  a  ftranger  had  a  very  awful 
and  romantic  appearance. 

The  country  is  ftoney,  and  as  far  as  can  be 
feen  full  of  mountains,  precipices  and  rockst 
Between  thefe  are  hills  of  ice,  generated,  as  it 
iliould  feem,  by  the  torrents  that  flow  from  the 
melting  of  the  fnow  on  the  fides  of  thofe  tower- 
ing elevations,   which  being  once  congealed, 
are  continually  increaf^d  by  the  fnow  in  winter, 
and  the  rain  in  fummer,  which  often  freezes  as 
foon  as  it  falls.     By  looking  on  thefe  hills,  a 
ftranger  may  fancy  a  thoufand  diflrerent  ftiapes 
of  trees,  caftles,  churches,  ruins,  (hips,  whales, 
monfters,  and  all  the  various  forms  that  fill  the 
univerfe.    Of  the  ice-hills  there  are  feven,  that 
more  particularly  attrad  the  notice  of  a  ftranger, 
Thefe  arc  known  by  the  name  of  the  feven  ice- 
burgs,  and  are  thought  to  be  the  higheft  of  the 
kind  in  that  country.    When  the  air  is  clear,  and 
/the  fun  (hines  full  upon  thefe  mountains,  the 
profpeft  is  inconceivably  brilliant.    They  fome- 
times  put  on  the  bright  glow  of  the  evening  rays 
of  the  fetting  fun,  wnen  rcfledled  upon  glafs,  at  his 
going  down  5  fometimes  they  appear  of  a  bright 
blue,  like  fapphire,  and  fometimes  like  the  va- 
riable 


VOYAGE  TO  THE  North-East.    4$ 

riable  colours  of  a  prifm,  exceeding  in  luftrc 
the  richcft  gems  in  the  world,  difpofcd  in  (hapes 
wonderful  to  behold,  all  glittering  with  a  lultrc 
that  dazzles  the  eye,  and  fills  the  air  with  alio- 
ni(hing  brightnefs. 

Smearingburgh  harbour,  where  they  landed, 
was  firft  difcovered  by  the  Dutch.  Here  they 
creded  Iheds  and  conveniences  for  boiling  the 
oil  from  the  fat  of  the  whales,  inftcad  of  bar- 
relling it  up  to  be  boiled  at  home.  Here  alfo, 
allured  by  the  hope  of  gain,  they  built  a  vil- 
lage, and  endeavoured  to  fix  a  colony  :  but  the 
firft  fettlers  all  periihed  in  the  cnfuing  winter. 
The  remains  of  the  village  may  be  traced  to 
this  day  *,  and  their  ftoves,  kettles,  kardels, 
troughs,  ovens,  and  other  implements,  remained 
in  the  (hape  of  folid  ice  long  after  the  utenfils 
themklves  were  decayed.  Our  voyagers  were 
told,  that  the  Rufllans  have  lately  attempted 
the  fame  thing,  and  that  ten  out  of  fifteen  pe- 
riihed laft  winter  in  this  fecond  attempt. 

Where  every  objeA  is  new,  ic  is  not  eafy  for 
8  ftranger  to  fix  which  firft  to  admire.  The 
rocks  are  ftriking  objefts  :  before  a  ftorm  they 
exhibit  a  fiery  appearance,  and  the  fun  looks 
pale  upon  them,  the  fnow  giving  the  air  a  bright 
refleftion.  Their  fummits  are  almoft  always 
involved  in  ck)uds,  fo  that  it  is  but  juft  pof- 
fible  to  fee  the  tops  of  them.  Some  of  thefe 
rocks  are  but  one  ftone  from  bottom  to  top, 
appearing  like  an  old  decayed  ruin.     Others 
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46     VOYAGE  TO  THE  North-East.' 
confift  of  huge  mafles,  veined  differently,  like 
marble,  with  red,  white,  and  yellow,  and  pro- 
bably, were  they   to  be  fawcd  and  polilhed, 
would  equal,  if  not  excel,  the  fincft  Egyptian 
marble  we  now  fo  much  admire.     Perhaps  the 
diftance  and  danger  of  carrying  large  blocks  of 
ftones,  may  be  the  reafon  that  no  trials  have  been 
made  to  manufa^ure  them.     On  the  foutherly 
and  wefterly  fides  of  thefe  rocks  grow  all  the 
plants,  herbs,  and  mofics  peculiar  to  this  coun- 
try i  on  the  northerly  and  eafterly  fides  the 
wind  fir  ikes  fo  cold  when  it  blows  from  thefe 
quarters,  that  it  periflies  every  kind  of  vege- 
table.    Thefe  plants  grow  to  perfe^ion  in  a 
very  fiiort  time.    Till  the  middle  of  May  the 
whole  country  is  locked  up  in  ice ;  about  the 
beginning   of  July   the  plants   are  in  flower, 
and  about  the  latter  end  of  the  fame  month, 
or  beginning  of  Augufi,  they  have  perfected 
their  feed.     The  earth  owes  its  fertility,  in  a 
great  meafure,  to  the  dung  of  birds,  who  build 
and  breed  their  young  here  in  the  fummer,  and 
in  the  winter  repair  to  more  favourable  climates. 
The  plants  that  are  mofi:  common  in  Spitf- 
bergen  are  fcurvy-grafs  and  crows-foot ;  there 
are  befides  fmall  hpufe-Ieak,  and  a  plant  with 
aloe-leaves  ;   an   herb   like  ftone-crop ;   fome 
fmall    fnake-weed  •,    moufe  ear  *,    wood-ftraw- 
bery ;  periwinkle  ^  and  a  herb  peculiar  to  the 
country  which  they  call  the  rock-plant.     The 
leaves   of  this    plant    are    in    fiiape    like  a 

man*« 
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man's  tongue,  above  fix  feet  long,  of  a  dull 
yellow  colour.  The  (lalk  is  round  and  fmooth 
and  of  the  fame  colour  with  the  leafi  it  rifes 
tapering,  and  fmells  like  mufcles.  It  is  an 
aquatic,  and  rifes  in  height  in  proportion  to  the 
depth  of  water  in  which  it  is  found.  There 
are  other  plants  and  herbs,  but  thefe  are  the 
chief.  Of  flowers,  the  white  poppy  feems  the 
principal. 

The  rocks  and  precipices  arc  full  of  fifTurcs 
and  clefts,  which  afford  convenient  harbour 
for  birds  to  lay  their  eggs,  and  breed  their 
young  in  fafety.  Moft  of  thefe  birds  are  wa- 
ter-fowl, and  feek  their  food  in  the  fea.  Some, 
indeed,  are  birds  of  prey ;  and  purfue  and  kill 
others  for  their  own  fuftenance,  but  thefe  are 
rare.  The  water-fowl  cat  ftrong  and  fifty,  and 
their  fat  is  not  to  be  endured.  They  are  fo 
numerous  about  the  rocks,  as  fometimes  to 
darken  the  air  when  they  rife  in  flocks  •,  and  they 
fcream  fo  horribly,  that  the  rocks  ring  with  their 

noifc.  ,      .a.t^'-,  ^^■::vj-^;'  •  ,-   '^^.- 

,  There  are  a  few  fmall  birds  like  our  fnipes, 
and  a  kind  of  fnowbird,  but  different  from 
that  found  about  Hudfon*s  bay.  The  gentle- 
men fhot  fome  of  the  water-fowl,  but  they 
were  ftrong  and  ill- tailed. 

The  ice- bird  is  a  very  beautiful  little  bird, 
but  very  rare.  He  is  in  fize  and  Ihape  like  a 
turtle-dove,  but  his  plumage,  when  the  fun 
(hines  upon  him,  is  of  a  bright  yellow,  like 
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the  golden  ring  in  the  peacock's  tail,  and  al* 
snoit  dazzles  the  eye  to  look  upon  it. 

The  other  inhabitants  of  this  forlorn  coun- 
try are  white  bears,  deer»  and  foxes.  How 
thefe  creatures  can  fubfift  in  the  winter,  when 
the  whole  earth  is  covered  with  fnow,  and  the 
fea  locked  up  in  ice,  is  hardly  to  be  conceived. 
It  has  been  faid,  indeed,  that  when  the  ocean 
is  all  frozen  over,  and  no  fuflenance  to  be  pro- 
cured in  this  country,  they  travel  foutherly  to 
the  warmer  climates,  where  food  proper  for 
them  abounds  in  the  immenfe  foreds  of  the 
northern  continent.  But  whoever  confiders 
the  vaH:  diftance  between  Spitfbergen  and  the 
lieareft  parts  of  the  northern  continent,  will  be 
as  much  at  a  lofs  to  account  for  the  fubfiftence 
of  thefe  creatures  in  their  journey,  as  in  the  de- 
lolate  region  where  they  undoubtedly  remain. 
The  bear  is  by  far  the  befl  accommodated  to 
the  climate  of  which  he  is  an  inhabitant.  He 
is  equally  at  home  on  land  and  water,  and 
hunts  diligently  for  his  prey  in  both.  In  fummer 
he  finds  plenty  of  food  from  the  refufe  of  the 
whales,  fea  horifcs  aad  feals,  which  is  throwu 
into  the  fea  by  the  whalers,  and  cover  the  ihores 
during  the  time  of  whaling ;  and  they  have 
befides  a  wonderful  fagacity  in  fmelling  out 
the  carcafes  of  the  dead,  lee  them  be  ever  fo 
deeply  buried  in  the  earth,  or  covered  with 
Hones*  The  dead  therefore  that  annually  are 
buried  here  may  contribute,  in  fome  degree, 

to 
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to  the  fubfiftence  of  a  few  of  thefe  creatures  in 
winter  i  but  the  queftion  will  ftill  recur,  how 

the  race  of  them  fubfiUcd  before  the  whale- 

i<  ■  '      ■ 

fifhery  had  exiftence,  .  and  before  men  fuur^d 
the  way  to  this  inhofpitable  (hore.  Diiquifi- 
tions  of  this  kind,  as  they  are  beyond  the  reach 
of  human  comprehenfion,  ferve  only  to  raife 
our  admiration  of  that  omnipotent  Being  to 
Ivhom  nothing  is  impoflible.    ,  v 

Thefe  creatures,  as  they  differ  in  nothing 
^ut  their  colour  and  fize  from  thofe  commonly 
ihewn  in  England,  need  no  defcription. 

The  foxes  differ  little  in  Ihape  from  thofe 
we  are  acquainted  with,  but  in  colour  there  is 
no  fimilitude.,  ,  Their  heads  are  black,  and 
their  bodies  white.  As  they  are  beads  of  prey, 
if  they  do  not  provide  in  fummer  for  the  long 
r^cefs.  of  wifiter^  it  'Vere,  one  would  think, 
almofl  impoffible  for  them  to  furvive  \  yet  they 
are  feen.  in  plenty;  though,  by  their  fubtlety 
and.fwiftnefs,.  they  are  not  eafy  to  be  catched. 
t,  The  Dutch  fcamen  report,  that  when  they 
are  hungry  they  will  feign  themfclves  dead,  and 
when  the  ravenous  birds  come  to  feed  upon 
them,  they  rife  and  make  them  their  prey. 

But  the  riioft  wonderful  thing  of  all  is,  how 
the  deer  can  furvive  an  eight  months  famine. 
Like  ours  they  feed  upon  nothing  that  can  be 
perceived,  but  the  vegetables  which  the  earth 
fpontaneoudy  produces  ;  and  yet  for  eight 
Aionths  in  the  year,  the  earth  produces  neither 
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]|>lant,  herb,  (hrub,  or  blade  of  any  kind  of 
grafs  whatever.  They  are,  befides,  but  thinly 
cloached  for  fo  fevere  a  climate,  and  what  feems 
ftill  worfc,  there  is  not  a  bufli  to  be  feen  to 
dielter  them,  within  the  diilance  that  any  man 
has  yet  difcovered.  The  means  of  their  fub- 
fiftence  mull  therefore  remain  among  the  fecrets 
of  nature,  never  to  be  difclofed,  as  no  human 
being  can  ever  live  here,  fo  as  to  be  able  to  trace 
thefe  creatures  to  their  winter's  refidence* 

Amphibious  creatures  abound  the  mod  aboiit 
the  founds  and  bays  of  Spitfbergen,  and  they 
feem  bed  adapted  to  endure  the  climate.  Thefe 
are  the  feals,  or  fea  dogs,  and  morfes,  or  fea 
horfes  ;  of  which  the  whalers  avail  themfelves, 
when  difappointed  in  compleating  their  lading 
with  the  fat  of  whales. 

The  feal  is  fufficiently  known  *,  but  the  fea- 
horfe,  as  it  is  a  creature  peculiar  to  high  lati- 
tudes, is  therefore  more  rare.    It  is  not  eafy  to 
fay  how  he  came  by  his  name  y  for  there  is  no 
more  likenefs  between  a  fea-horfe  and  a  land- 
horfe,  than  there  is  between  a  whale  and  an  ele- 
phant.   The  fea-horfe  is  not  unlike  the  feal  in 
ihape.     He  has  a  large  round  head,  larger  than 
that  of  a  bull,  but  fhaped  more  like  that  of  a 
pug  dog  without  ears,  than  any  other  animal 
we  are  acquainted  with.    He  tapers  all  the  way 
down  to  the  tail,  like  the  filh  we  call  a  lump, 
and  his  fize  is  equal  to  that  of  the  largell  fized 
*  ox.    His  tulks  clofc  over  his  under  jaw,  like 
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thofe  of  a  very  old  boar,  and  are  in  length 
from  one  foot  to  two  or  more,  in  proportion  to 
(he  fize  and  age  of  the  animal  that  breeds  them, 
^is  ikin  is  thicker  than  that  of  a  bull,  and 
covered  with  fhort  moufe- coloured  hair,  which 
Js  flecker  and  thicker,  juft  as  he  happens  to  be  in 
or  out  of  feafon  when  he  is  caught.  His  paws, 
before  and  behind,  are  like  thofe  of  a  mole, 
and  ferve  him  for  oars  when  he  fwims,  an4 
for  legs  to  crawl  when  he  goes  upon  the  ice,  or 
on  (hore.  He  is  a  fierce  animal,  but  being  un* 
weildy  when  on  land,  or  on  the  ice,  is  eafily 
overcome, 

'Thefe  animals  are  always  found  in  herds,' 
(ometimes  of  many  hundreds  together,  and  if 
oric  <s  attacked,  the  red  make  a  common  caufe, 
anc  .2  i  by  one. another  till  the  laft'galp.  If 
they  are  attacked  in  the  water,  they  ^ill  fight 
defperately,  and  will  even  attempt  the  boats  of 
their  purfue^s,  if  any  of  them  are  wounded, 
^nd  not  mortally.  Some  of  them  have  been 
lf:nown  to  make  holes  in  the  bottom  of  the 
^oat  with  their  tufks,  in  defence  of  their 
young.  Their,  eyes  are  large,  and  they  have 
two  holes  in  the  upper  part  of  the  neck,  oii^ 
of  which  they  ejed  the  Vfater,  in  like  manner  as 
it  is  ejedted  by  whsilej^.  ^ 

if  Though  the  fg%  %bp!UJ(  Spitfbergeo  is  full  o^ 
fifli,  yet  they  rather  appear  to  be  defigned  by 
Providence  forjjie  fy$ena$ce  of  one  another, 
than  for  tjie  food  of  man.    The  mackarel,  of 
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which  there  are  no  great  plenty,  feem  not  only 
to  be  the  moft  wholeforne,  and  the  moft  pala- 
table, but  alio  the  moft  beautiful.  They  feem 
to  be  a  different  fpecies  to  thofe  caught  upoii 
our  coafts.  The  upper  part  of  the  back  is  of 
a  vivid  blue  j  the  other  part  as  low  as  the  belly 
of  a  gen:i-likc  green  on  an  azure  ground.  Un- 
derneath the  (jelly  the  colour  is  a  tranfparent 
white,  and  the  fins  fliine  like  poliflied  filver. 
All  the  colours  glow  when  alive  in  the  fea  with 
iuch  a  richnefs,  that  fancy  can  hardly  jform  to 
itlelf  any  thing  in  nature  more  lieautifuL  Al- 
moft  all  the  other  fiih  on  this  coaft  are  of  an 
oily  nature,  and  of  a  very  indi^erent  flavour* 

/The  faw,  or  fword  fi(h,  is  remarkable  not 
only  for  the.  oddity  of  his  (hape,  but  alfo  for 
his  enmity  to  the'  whale,  This  fi(h  takes  his 
name  from  a  broad  flat  bone,  in  length  froth 
two  %o  four  fl^et^  whU.h  projefts  from  his  nofe, 
^nd  taper^  to  a  point.  On  each  fide,  it  has 
teeth  like  a  conib,  at  the  diftance  of  a  finger's 
breadth  afunder.  IJe  is  alfo  f\]rnili:ed  with  a 
double  row  of  fins,  and  is  of  aftonilhing 
itength  in  the  water.  His  length  from  teni 
to  twenty  feet.  He  Teems  to  be  forrred  for  war, 
and  war  is  his  pfofeflTidn.  The  conflict  betwixt 
him  and  the  whale  is  dreadful,  yet  he  never 
gives  over  till  his  fword  is  br^iken,  or  he  comes 
off  viftorious.  o.' 

The  whale  is  a  harmlefs  fifh,  and  is  never 
known  to  fight  but  in  his  own  defence.    Ye|b 
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'when  he  is  exafperated,  he  rages  dreadfully.  . 
Though  from  his  magnitude,  he  may  be  called 
the  fovereign  of  the  Teas ;  yet,  like  o^her  fove- 
retgns,  he  is  liable  to  be  vexed  an^  hurt  by 
the  meaneft  reptiles.    The  whale's  loufe  is  a  / 
mod:  tormenting  little  animal.     Its  fcales  are  a^ 
hard  as  thofe  of  our  prawns  \  its  head  is  lik^ 
the  loufe's   head,  with  four  horns,   two  that 
fcrve  as  feelers,  the  other  jwo  are  hard,  an4 
curved,  and  ferve  as  clcnchers  to  fix  him  to  th^ 
whale.    On  his  cheft,  underneath,  he  has  two  . 
carvers,  like  fcythes,  with  which  he  coUedls  hif 
food,  and  behind  thefe  are  four  feet,  that  ferve 
him  for  oars.     He  has,  moreover^  fix  oth^^  ,. 
clenchers  behind,  with  which  he  can  rivet  him* 
felf  fo  clofely  to  his  prey,  that  he  can  no  Otl|Cf- 
wife  be  difengaged,  but  by  cutting  out  the; 
whole  piece  to  which  he  is  joined.    He  is  joint- 
ed on  the  back  like  the  tail  of  a  lobfter,  an4 
his  tail  covers  him  like  a  fiiield  when  he  hi^ 
feeding,     pe  fixes   hipnfelf  on  the  tendered 
jparts  of  the  whale's  body,  between  his  fins,  oi^ 
his  (heath,  and  on  his  lips,  and  eats  pieces  ouc^ 
of  his  fie(h,  as  if  eaten  by  vultures. 
''  ttey  found   no  fprings  of  frelh-w^ter  ij^, 
Spitfbergen  •,  but  in  the  valleys*  between  the 
mountiaihs,    are    many  little   rills  caufed  by 
the  fain  and  melting  of  the  fnow  in  fun^-. 
rner;  and  from  thefe  rills  the  (hips  are  fup*. 
plied.    Some  are  of  opinion,  that  this  water  iiv 
r '  '    "        •    ''     '  r      unwholc- 
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onwholefome,  but  they  are  more  nice  th^n  wifeJ 
The  whaling  people  have  drank  of  it  for  ages, 
and  have  found  no  ill  efFeds  from  the  ufe  of  it. 
Ice  taken  up  in  the  middle  of  thefe  feas  and 
thawed,  yields  alfo  good  fre(h  water. 
^  On  board  t4ic  Race  Hqrfe,  Dr.  Irvine,  the 
gentleman  y/ho  feceiyed  the  premium  by  a  grani 
0f  parliament,  for  his  difcovery  of  an  eafy  pro- 
cefs  for  making  fait- water  fre(h  at  fea,  tried  ma- 
ny experimeiits  dt  Spitfbergen,  and  in  the  courfe 
of  the  vofi^t  5  the  refult  pf  which  will  appear 
at  SL  proper  tlt^t.  That  gentleman  had  formed 
a  proje^  for  .preferving  flefh  meat  frefh  and 
fnttt  in  long  voyages,  but  it  did  not  anfwer 

m  this.    ;  ' 

'  Iti  Calm  weather  they  remarked,  that  the  fea 
al^out  the  idands  appeared  uncommonly  ^ill  and 
Jhiooth ;  that  itwas.not  fuddenly  moved  at  the 
firft  approach  pf  blowing  ^ea(her ;  but  tha^ 
when,  the  ftotm  continued,  the  waves  fw^lled 
gradually,  arid  rofe  to  ah  incredible  height.—; 
Thefe  (welling  wave^  fucceilively  follow  one 
another,  arid  roll  along  before  the  wind,  foam- 
ing and  raging  in  a  frightful  manner,  yet  they 
are  thought  lefs  dangerous  than  thofe  that  break 
ihorr,  and  are  lefs  mountainous.  ,     ., 

;  They  obfcrved  likewife,  that  the  ice  tjiat 
reined  on  the  ground  was  not  flatibnary^  but; 
that  it  changied  place;  and  they  learnt  alio, 
that  in  fon^e  feafdris  there  was  no  ice,  wherej  this 
ieafoo  th^y  were  in  danger  of  being  embayed. 

There 
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there  does  not,  however,  from  thence  appeat 
the  left  reafon  to  conclude,  that  any  praflicable 
palTage  to  the  Indian  ocean  can  ever  be  found 
in  this  direction  j  for  were  it  certain  that  the 
feas  were  always  open  under  the  pole,  yet  great 
bulwarks  of  ice  evidently  furround  it,  fomeiimea 
at  a  lefs,  and  fometimes  at  a  greater  diftancei 
Moreover,  were  it  poflfible  that  chance  (hould 
diredt  fome  fortunate  adventurer  to  an  opening 
at  one  time,  it  ^'O'  be  more  than  a  milllcn  to 
one,  if  the  iame  op^uing  were  paflao.e  to  the 
next  who  (hould  attempt  it. 

There  are  many  harbours  about  Spiffbergen,^ 
befides  that  of  Smearingburg,  where  fljiips  em- 
ployed in  the  whale  fiftiery  take  (belter  in  ftor- 
my  weather ;  and  there  are  fome  iflands,  fuch 
as  Charles's  IQand,  the  Clifted  Rock,  Red-Hill, 
Hacluit*s  Headland,  &c.  that  ferve  as  land^ 
marks,  by  which  feamen  direft  their  courfe. 
Thefe  IHands  are  full  of  the  nefts  of  birds ;  but 
their  eggs  are  as  naufeous  as  the  fie(h  of  the 
fowls  that  lay  them.  The  failors  fometimes 
cat  them,  but  they  are  filthy  food.  Even  the 
geefe  and  ducks  on  the  neighbouring  iflands  eac 
filhy  and  ftrong.  -    »      r       ,     ^    .; 

The  air  about  Spit(bergen  is  never  free  from 
ificles.  If  you  look  through  the  fun^beams 
tranfverfely  as  you  fit  in  the  (hade,  or  where  you 
fee  the.  rays  confined  in  a  body,  inftead  of  dark 
motes,  as  are  feen  liere,  you  fee  myriads  of 
(hining  particles  that  fparkle  like  diamonds; 
-t^-^o  and 
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i6  V  O  Y  A  G  E  TO  tHi  NokTH-EAST; 
and  when  the  lun  mines  hoc,  a^  4t  fometitn^ii 
does,  fo  as  to  melt  the  tar  in  the  Teams  of  (hips 
when  they  lie  Oickered  from  the  wind,  thcfe 
Shining  atoms  feem  td  mele  away,  and  defcend 
like  dew.    .  ,      .        ,      ,  .  .    ^,,. 

p  It  is  feldom  that  the  air  continues  clear  for 
many  days  togetheir  in  this  climate )  when  that 
happens,  the  whalersf  are  generally  i'uccefsful. 
There  is  no  difference  between  night  and  day 
in  the  appearance  of  the  atmofphere  about 
$pit{bergen,  one  being  as  light  as  the  other^ 
only  when  the  fun  is  to  the  northward,  you  may 
look  at  him  with  the  naked  eye,  as  at  the  moon, 
lyithout  dazzling.  The  fogs  here  come  On  fO 
fuddenly,  that  from  bright  fun  fliine,^  you  are 
prefently  involved  in  fuch  ob(curity,  that  you 
can  hardly  fee  from  one  end  of  the  (hip  to  the 
tithtr. 

While  our  journalift  was  bufy  in  making 
his  obfervations,  all  belonging  to  the  fhips 
were  difierently  engaged  in  one  employment  or 
other*,  feme  in  taking  in  water,  fome  in  Blh- 
ing,  fome  in  hunting,  feme  in  handing  the  fails, 
and  fpreading  them  out  to  dry,  fome  in  fcrub- 
bing  the  fhip,  and  fome  in  viewing  the  coun- 
try. The  Commanders  and  officers.  With  Mr. 
}^yon,  Mr.  Robinfon,  &c.  bufied  themfelves 
i^  flaking  obfervations,  being  furnilhed  with 
a^  apparatus,  that  is  faid  to  have  coil  at  lealt 
one  thoufand  five  hundred  pounds.  From  fuch 
^  fee  of  inAruments,  in  the  hands  of  the  ablelt 
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VOYAGE  TO  THE  NoRtrt-EAST;  S7. 
bbfervers,  the  nation  can  boaft,  fome  very  con- 
fiderable  difcoveries  in  the  phenomena  of  the 
pohr  regions  may  be  expeftcd.  They  landed 
their  inftruments  in  a  fmall  iHand,  in  Vogle 
Sound,  and  had  feveral  opportunities  during 
their  flay  of  ufing  them  to  advantage.  Having 
erected  two  tents,  the  Captains  from  the  fifhery 
frequently  vilited  the  obfervers^  and  exprelTed 
their  admiration  hot  only  at  the  perfe^ion  of 
the  inftrumentSy  but  likewife  at  the  dexterity 
with  which  they  were  accommodated. 

The  ice  began  to  fet  in  a-pace,  yet  the  weather 
Was  hot.  The  thermometer  from  fifty-fix  iti 
the  cabin  rofe  to  ninety  in  the  open  air.  It  w?9 
flill  ten  degrees  higher  on  the  top  of  a  mou  i- 
tain  to  which  it  was  carried.  The  ifland  on 
which  the  experiments  were  made,  they  called 
Marble  IQand,  from  the  rock  by  which  it  is 
fornted.  Having  watered,  and  finilhed  their 
obfervations,  the  (hips  prepared  to  depart. 

Monday  July  the  19th,  the  Commodore  made 
the  fignal  to  weigh ;  at  two  in  the  afternoon 
the  (hips  were  under  fail,  and  as  foon  as  they 
had  made  their  offing,  ftood  to  the  eaftward* 
At  three  they  tacked  and  fleered  northward  ; 
and  before  four  were  again  entangled  among 
the  loofe  ice,  through  which  they  failed,  di« 
renting  their  courfe  along  the  main  body,  which 
lay  from  north- weft  to  fouth-fouth-eaft.  1.  .:  ^ 
'  Tuefday  the  20th,  they  continued  their  courfd 
along  the  ice^  but  could  difcovcr  no  opening* 
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58  VOYAGE  TO  THE  Nohth-East. 
though  they  fcarched  every  creek,  and  left  n6 
bay  or  turning  unexamined.  This  day  they 
obferved  what  the  Tailors  call  a  mock-fun,  a 
phaenomenon  well  enough  known  in  this  climate. 
Hacluit's  Headland  bore  fouth-wed  one  half 
fouth  forty-fix  leagues-,  the  weather  cloudy, 
with  rain  •,  exceflive  cold.  Thermometer  37 
degrees  46  minutes. 

Wednefday  the  2ift^  the  feverity  of  the  wea- 
ther increafing,  an  additional  quantity  of  bran- 
dy was  ferv^ed  out  to  the  people,  and  every  com- 
fortable rcfreflimcnt  afforded  them,  that  they 
themfelves  could  wifti  or  require.  The  courfe 
of  the  ice  lay  this  day  north  eaft.  , .  -<», , 

-  Thurfday  22,  nothing  remarkable.        '-    - 

Friday  the  23d,  they  faw  land  from  eaft  by 
fouth,  to  fouth-eall  by  fouth.  At  four  in  the 
morning,  Hacluit's  Headland  bore  foutheaft 
ten  leagues  •,  the  wind  variable,  and  the  weather 
cold,  with  fleet  and  fnovv.    Thermometer  40 


degrees. 
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«  Sunday  25,  they  had  gentle  breezes,  with 
cloudy  weather,  and  were  engaged  among  fome 
pieces  of  ice,  feparated  from  the  main  body, 
which  kept  them  continually  tacking  and  luffing. 
At  length  they  entered  among  mountains  and 
iflands  of  ice,  which  came  upon  them  fo  faft, 
that  it  was  with  the  utmoft  difficulty  they  could 
proceed ;  the  Carcafe  having  feveral  times 
flruck  againft  them  with  fuch  violence,  as  to 
raife  her  head  four  feet  out  of  the  water.    They 
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flow  imagined,  from  che  folidity  and  extent  of 
thefe  idands,  that  the  lace  (Irong  gales  had 
caufed  a  reparation  from  the  main  body,  the 
Commodore  therefore  changed  his  courfe  with 
a  ftrong  gale  to  the  eastward  -,  in  the  morning 
the  weather  became  moderate. 

Monday  26,  at  feven  in  the  morning,  they 
came  in  fight  of  Red- hill,  a  frnall  mount 
which  commands  an  open  plain,  known  by  the 
name  of  Deers- field,  by  reafon  of  its  fertile 
appearance,  it  being  the  only  fpot  on  which 
they  faw  no  drifts  of  fnow.  To  the  eaflward 
lies  Muffin's  Ifland.  Here  they  founded,  and 
found  forty- five  fathom  water*,  rocky  ground. 
Capt.  Lutwich  fent  out  the  long-boat,  with  or- 
ders to  found  along  the  (hore,  and  to  examine 
the  foil.  Thifi  ifland  is  about  a  mile  long,  ve- 
ry low,  and  looks  at  a  diftance  like  a  black 
fpeck.  Though  the  foil  is  moflly  fand  and 
loofe  ftones,  and  hardly  fo  much  as  a  green 
v^eed  upon  it,  yet  it  is  remarkable  for  the  num- 
ber  of  birds  that  refort  p  it  in  fummer  to  lay 
their  eggs,  and  breed  their  yoqng  *,  and  thefe 
not  of  one  kind  only,  but  of  many  different 
^orts,  as  geefe,  ducks,  burgomaflers,  ice-birds, 
iiialamucks,  kirmews,  rotgers,  and  almoll  eve- 
ry other  fpecies  of  birds  peculiar  to  the  climate ; 
infomuch,  that  the  eggs  were  fo  numerous,  and 
lay  fo  thick  upon  the  ground,  that  the  men 
!who  landed  found  it  difficult  to  walk  without 
filling  their  Ihoes.         _  -:       ♦ :::  ...j;;:.  i      . 
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While  the  crew  of  the  boat,  ten  in  numbe^. 
Vf'iih  their  valiant  officer  at  their  head,  were 
examining  the  ifland,  after  having  founded  the 
fhores,  they  obferved  two  white  bears  making 
towards  them,  one  upon  the  ice,  the  other  in 
the  water.    Major  Buz,  for  that  was  their  of. 
ficer's  travelling  title,  like  Falftaflf,  was  always 
the  boldeft  man  in  company  over  a  cup  of  fack, 
and  minded  killing  a  bear  no  more  than  filling 
a  gnat  I  but  feeing  the  bears  approach  very  fail, 
cfpecially  that  which  came  in  the  water,  he  or- 
dered his  men  to  fire  while  yet  the  enemy  was 
at  a  uiftance,  as  he  did  not  think  it  prudent  to 
hazard  the  lives  of  his  little  company  in  clofe 
light.    All  of  them  pointed  their  muflcets,  and 
fome  of  the  party  obeyed  orders  •,  but  the 
greater  part  judging  it  fafer  to  depend  upon  a 
refervedfire,'whenthey  hadfeemiqgly  difchaiged 
their  pieces,  pretended  to  retreat.    The  Major, 
a  full  fathom  in  the  belly,  endeavoured  to  wad- 
dle after  his  companions  i  but  being  foon  out 
of  breath,  and  feeing  the  bear  that  came  in 
the  water  had  juft  reached  the  (hore,  thought 
of  nothing  now  but  falling  the  firft  facriBce. 
His  hair  already  flood  an  end  -,  and  looking 
behind  him,  he  faw  the  bear  at  no  great  dillance, 
with  his  nofe  in  the  air  fnuffing  the  fcent.     He 
had  all  the  reafon  in  the  world  to  believe  it  was 
him  that  he  fcented,  and  he  had  fcarce  breath 
enough  left  to  call  to  his  men  to  halt.    In  this 
critical  fituation  he  unfortunately  dropt  his  gun, 
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tnd  in  (looping  to  recover  it  Humbled  againft 
a  goofe-neft,  fell  fqualh  upon  hh  belly  into  ic, 
and  had  very  nigh  fmothered  the  dam  upon  her 
eggs.  The  old  faying  is,  misfortunes  feldom 
come  alone.  Before  he  could  well  rife,  the  en« 
raged  gander  came  flying  to  the  aflfiftance  of 
his  half- fmothered  conforr,  and  making  a  dare 
at  the  eye  of  the  afTailant,  very  narrowly  miffed 
his  mark,  but  difcharged  his  fury  plump  upon 
his  nofe.  The  danger  now  being  preffing,  and 
the  battle  ferious,  the  bear  near,  and  the  gan- 
der ready  for  a  fecond  attack,  the  nen,  who 
had  not  fled  far,  thought  it  high  time  to  return 
^o  the  relief  of  their  leader.  Overjoyed  to  fee 
them  about  him,  but  frighted  at  the  bear  jlII 
behind  him,  he  had  forgot  the  gander  that  was 
over  his  head,  againft  which  one  of  the  n^cm 
having  levelled  his  peace,  fired  and  he  fell  dead 
at  the  Major's  feet.  Animated  now  by  the 
death  of  one  enemy,  he  recovered  his  gun,  and 
faced  about  to  afliH:  in  the  attack  of  the  feccnd. 
By  this  time  the  bear  was  fcarce  ten  yards  from 
him,  and  beginning  to  growl,  the  Major  jufl: 
in  the  infl^ant  was  feized  with  a  loofenefs,  dropc 
his  accoutrements,  and  fell  back,  that  he  might 
not  be  in  the  way  of  his  party,  ^o  impede  the 
engagement.  In  the  hurry  he  was  in,  for  in  a 
man  of  fuch  valour  we  mud  not  fay  the  fright, 
he  entangled  his  buttons,  and  not  being  able 
to  hold  any  longer,  he  filled  his  breeches.  The 
crew  in  an  inftant  had  brought  down  the  bear, 
'  S:.  •    ■   '  and 
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and  tjow  it  was  time  for  the*  leader  to  do  fome- 
thing  great.  Having  recovered  his  arms,  and 
feeing  the  poor  bead  groveling  on  the  ground, 
and  growling  out  his  laft,  like  a  ram  in  a  pin- 
fold, making  a  (hort  race  backwards  in  order 
to  redouble  his  force,  he  came  with  nine  long 
ftrides  forwards,  and  with  the  ftrength  and 
fiercenefs  of  an  enraged  bull,  thruft  his  lance 
full  four  feet  deep  in  the  dying  bear's  belly. 
And  now,  fays  the  Major,  cocking  his  hat, 
have  not  I  done  for  the  bear  bravely !  The 
failors,  who  are  always  in  a  good  humour 
upon  fuch  occalionsj  but  Captain,  faid  they, 
you  have  but  half  done  your  work,  you  have 
another  bear  to  kill  yet.  The  Major,  whofc 
fituation  began  to  be  troublefome,  content  witK 
the  honour  he  had  already  acquired,  my  lads, 
faid  he,  as  I  have  been  the  death  of  one  bear,  fure 
fix  of  you  may  kill  the  other  •,  fo  ordering  four 
of  them  to  row  him  on  board,  he  left  the  re- 
maining fix  to  kill  the  other  bear. 

On  this  iQand  two  bears  were  killed,  and  a 
fea-horfe.  The  fea-horfe  made  a  defperate  de- 
fencei  being  attacked  in  the  water;  and  had 
there  been  only  one  boat  engageil  in  the  com- 
bat, he  certainly  would  have  come  off  vifto- 
rious  *,  but  the  crew  of  the  Racehorfe  having 
learnt  that  there  were  bears  and  feahorfes  on 
this  little  fpot,  were  willing  to  fhare  in  the 
fport  of  hunting  them,  as  well  as  in  the  plea- 
f\ire  of  tafting  their  flefti.    They  accordingly 

lande4 


VOYAGE  TO  THE  N6RTH-EASt;      fjf 

Ijlnded  in  their  boats,  and  came  in  good  time 
to  aflfift  in  purfuing  the  conqueft.  It  happened, 
however,  that  their  ammunition  being  almolti 
fpent,  one  great  bear  came  up  to  revenge  the 
death  of  his  fellows,  and  advanced  fo  furioufly, 
growling  and  barking,  that  he  put  6he  whole 
company  to  flight,  and  fome  of  them,  it  is 
faid,  had  no  great  reafon  to  laugh  at  the  M'ajor. 
On  founding  th^  Ihores  they  remarked,  that 
when  the  north  iflands  bear  north  forty 'five  eaft, 
feven  or  eight  leagues,  and  Red- hill  eaft  by 
fcuth  five  miles,  there  is  generally  from  twenty- 
five  to  thirty  fathom  hard  ground;  but  that 
clofer  on  fhore,  when  Red- hill  bears  eall  one- 
fourth  fouth  abou^  one  mile,  it  increafes  to 
one  hundred  and  fifteen  fathom,  with  foft  black 
mud.  The  current  about  one  mile  an  hour  to 
the  north-eaft. 

,  Tuefday  27,  the  air  being  perfedlly  ferene, 
and  the  weather  moderate,  the  fillies  fcemed  to 
enjoy  the  temperature,  and  to  exprefs  it  by  their 
fporting.  The  whales  were  fcen  fpouting  their 
fountains  towards  the  Ikies,  and  the  fin  fi(h 
following  their  example.  They  likewife  this 
day  faw  dolphins ;  the  whole  profpedt  in  fliort 
was  more  pleaftng  and  piflurefque  than  they 
had  yet  beheld  in  this  remote  region.  The 
very  ice  in  which  they  were  befet  looked  beau- 
tiful, and  put  forth  a  thoufand  glittering  forms, 
and  the  tops  of  the  mo!mtains,  which  they  could 
fee  like  fparkling  genisat  a  vaft  diftance,  had 
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the  appearance  of  fo  many  filver  (lars  illum!-^ 
nating  a  new  firmament.  But  this  flattering 
profpe^t  did  not  continue  long.  By  an  accu- 
rate obfervation,  they  were  now  in  latitude 
80  dcg.  47  min.  north;  and  in  longitude 
21  deg.  10  min.  eaft  from  London;  ahd  in 
fight  of  feven  idands  to  the  north,  to  which 
they  direded  their  courfe. 

Wednefday  28,  they  haa  fredi  cafterly 
breezes,  which,  from  moderate  weather  the  day 
before,  changed  to  piercing  cold.  At  midnight 
the  weft  end  of  Weygate  Uraits  bore  fouth  by 
eaft,  fo  that  they  were  now  in  the  very  fpcr 
where  Barentz  had  fuppofed  an  opening  would 
be  found  into  the  polar  fea*  Yet  fo  far  from 
it,  they  could  difcover  nothing  from  the  mad- 
head,  but  a  continued  continent  of  folid  ice, 
except  the  idands  already  mentioned.  On  this 
ice,  however,  there  were  many  bears,  fome  ot 
which  came  fo  near  the  (hips  as  to  be  (hot  dead 
with  fmall  arms.  Thefc  bears  are  very  good 
eating,  and  where  no  better  is  to  be  purchafed 
the  whalers  account  them  as  good  as  beef.  They 
are  many  of  them  larger  than  the  largeft  oxen, 
and  weigh  heavier.  In  many  parts  of  their 
body  they  are  mu(ket  proof,  and  unlefs  they 
are  hit  on  the  open  chell,  or  on  the  flank,  a 
blow  with  a  mufket  ball  will  hardly  make  them 
turn  their  backs.  Some  of  the  bears  killed  in 
thcfe  encounters  weighed  from  feven  to  eight 
hundred  weight  1  and  it  was  thought,  that  the 
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bear  that  routed  the  failors  on  Muffin's  Ifland, 
could  not  weigh  lefs  than  a  thoufand  weight. 
He  was,  indeed,  a  very  monfter ! 

Thurfday  29,  failing  among  innumerable 
iflands  of  ice,  they  found  the  muin  body  too 
foiid  for  the  (hips  to  make  the  Icafl:  impreflion 
upon  it,  and  finding  no  opening,  the  Commo- 
dore refolved  to  fend  a  party  under  the  com- 
mand of  the  firil  Lieutenant  to  examine  the 
land,  which  at  a  diHance  appeared  like  a  plain, 
diverfified  with  hills  and  mountains,  and  ex- 
hibited in  their  fituation  a  tolerable  landlkip. 

On  trying  the  water,  it  was  lefs  fait  than  any 
fea  water  they  had  ever  tafted  •,  and  they  found 
likewife,  that  the  ice  was  no  other  than  a  body 
of  congealed  frefli  water,  which  they  imagined 
had  been  frozen  in  the  infancy  of  the  earth. 

Tuefday  30,  the  weather  being  clear,  they 
ran  clofe  to  the  main  body  of  the  ice,  and  the 
fun  continuing  to  (hine,  made  them  almoft  for- 
get the  climate  they  were  failing  in,  but  it  was 
not  long  before  they  had  reafon  for  fcvere  re- 
coUedion.  In  coafting  along,  they  obferved 
many  openings,  and  were  in  hopes,  from  their 
diftant  appearance,  that  a  paflage  might  be 
made  between  them  i  but  upon  trial  it  was 
found,  as  the  Dutch  filhermen  had  foretold, 
that  thefe  appearances  were  deceitful.  At  one 
in  the  morninp:  fine  clear  fun-fhine,  they  found- 
ed in  fixteen  fathom  water,  and  found  fmail 
ftones  at  bottom,  They  were  tlien  about  four 
>/ ;  K  miles 
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miles  from  the  north  caft  part  of  the  northern- 
moftlandi  thecafternmoft  land  in  fight,  diftant 
about  five  or  fix  leagues.        -^  .  ^  /  . 

Saturday  31,  at  midnight,  the  eafternmoft 
land  in  fight  lay  call- north-eaft  one  half  eaft, 
which  they  could  not  make  out  to  be  an  ifland. 
They  rather  judged  it  to  be  a  continent,  but 
found  it  impoflible  to  determine  with  certainty, 
as  it  lay  beyond  their  reach.     At  nine  in  the 
morning  the  Carcafe  hoifted  out  her  cutter,  and 
filled  her  empty  water-calks  with  water  from 
the  ice.     On  th's  ice  lie  great  quantities   of 
fnow,  and  as  foon  as  a  pit  is  dug,  it  fills  with 
fine  foft  clear  water,  not  inferior  to  that  of  ma- 
ny land  fprings.     At  noon   they   founded  in 
ninety  five  fathoms,  the  ground  foft  mud.    This 
day  a  bear  came  over  the  ice  to  vifit  them,  the 
firft  they    had   feen   fince  they   left   Muflin's 
Ifland.     They  faluted  him  with  a  volley  of 
fmall  arms,  and  he  returned  the  compliment, 
by  turning  his  back  upon  them.    Their  longi- 
tude was  this  day  21  degrees  26  minutes  eaft, 
by  timekeeper.     Thermometer  forty-five. 

Sunday  Auguft  i,  proved  a  day  of  trial. 
Lying  too  among  the  clofe  ice,  with  the  loofe 
ice  driving  fad  to  fliore,  the  Commodore  was 
defirous  of  farvcying  the  wcfternmoft  of  the 
feven  iflands,  which  appeared  the  higheft,  in 
order  to  judge,  from  the  proipedt  on  the  hills, 
of  the  poflibility  of  proceeding  farther  on  the 
difcovery.     With  this  view  they  carried  out 

their 
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their  ice  anchors,  and  made  both  fliips  faft  to 
the  main  body,  a  pradlice  very  common  with 
the  fifhing  (hips  that  annually  frequent  thofe 
feas.  Of  the  reconnoitring  party,  were  the 
Captains,  the  fecond  Lieutenants,  one  of  the 
mathematicians,  the  pilots,  and  fome  chofen 
failors,  fclcfted  from  both  fliips.  They  fet  out 
about  two  in  the  morning,  and  fometimes  fail- 
ing, fometimcs  drawing  their  boats  over ,  the 
ice,  they  with  difficulty  reached  the  Ihore, 
where  the  firft  objefls  they  law  were  a  herd 
of  deer,  fo  very  tame,  that  they  feemed  as 
curious  to  gaze  at  the  Itrangers,  as  the  ftran- 
gers  were  pleafed  to  fee  them  •,  for  they  came  five 
or  fix  together  fo  near,  that  they  might  have 
been  killed  with  the  thruH:  of  a  bayonet  i  a 
proof  that  animals  are  not  naturally  afraid  of 
man,  till,  by  the  fate  of  their  affociates,  they 
are  taught  the  danger  of  approaching  them-, 
a  proof  too,  that  animals  are  not  deftitute  of 
refledlion,  otherwife  how  Ihould  they  concludet 
that  what  has  befallen  their  fellow  animals, 
will  certainly  happen  to  them,  if  they  run  the 
like  rifque.  The  gentlemen,  however,  fuffcred 
only  one  of  thcfe  fearlefs  innocents  to  be  fired 
at,  and  that  was  done  by  a  failor  when  they 
were  abfent  on  obfervation.  i  ^    • 

On  this  iQand  they  gathered  fome  fcurvy- 
grafs,  and  in  many  places  they  could  perceive 
the  fides  of  the  hills  covered  with  the  verdur? 
pn  which  thefc  deer  undoubtedly  fed. 
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After  having  afcended  the  highell  hills  on 
the  fea-coaft,  and  taken  a  view  of  the  country 
and  the  ocean  all  round,  the  gentlemen  def. 
tended,  and  about  five  in  the  afternoon  em- 
barked again  on  their  return  to  the  (hips,  at 
which  they  arrived  fafe  abojt  ten,  after  on  ab- 
fencc  of  twenty  hours.  They  were  greatly 
difappointed  by  the  hazinefs  of  the  weather  on 
the  tops  of  the  mountains,  which  confined  the 
profpeft,  and  prevented  their  taking  an  obfcr- 
vation  with  the  inftruments  they  had  carried 
with  them  for  that  purpofe.     /.;  .  - 

There  is  here  a  fmali  variation  in  the  journals 
of  the  two  Ihips  •,  that  kept  on  board  the  Com- 
modore making  the  diftance  between  the  ifland 
and  the  (hips  neur  twenty  miles  •,  the  other  only 
five  leagues,  which  might  eafily  happen,  as  the 
fhips  (hifted  their  ftations  with  the  main  body 
of  ice,  fometimes  driving  north- weft,  f  me- 
times  the  contrary  courfe,  as  the  wind  and  tides 
happened  to  fit.      m     i,>,i   ;;     . -/  . 

Their  fituation  now  began  to  be  ferious,  and 
it  was  difcovered  too  late,  that  by  grappling  to 
the  ice,  as  pradifed  by  the  Greenlandmen,  they 
had  endangered  the  lofs  of  the  fiiips,  the  loofe 
ice  clofing  fo  faft  about  them,  that  they  found 
it  abfolutely  impofllble  to  get  thtm  dilengaged ; 
and  there  was,  befides,  great  reafon  to  fear, 
that  one  or  both  would  loon  be  cru(hed  to 
pieces.  Great  minds  arc  ever  moft  diftinguilh- 
td  by  their  expedients  on  the  moll  alarming 
'      \  ■  occafions. 
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occafions.  The  Commodore  fet  all  hands  to 
work  to  form  a  dock  in  the  folid  ice,  large 
enough  to  moor  both  (hips  y  and  by  the  alacri- 
ty with  which  that  fervice  was  performed,  the 
fliips  were  prefcrved  from  the  danger  of  imme- 
diate deftrudion.   •        ..:•',; 

The  fliips  being  thus  far  fecwed,  the  of- 
ficers, pilots,  and  maftcrs,  were  all  fummoned 
on  board  the  Commodore,  to  confult  on  what 
further  was  to  be  done  in  their  prefen*  unpro- 
mifing  fituationi  when  it  was  unanimoufly 
agreed,  that  their  deliverance  was  hopelcfsj 
and  that  they  muft  either  provide  to  winter 
upon  the  adjacent  iflands,  or  attempt  to  launch 
their  boats  into  the  open  fea,  which  was  already 
at  a  confiderable  diftance ;  for  the  loofe  ice  had 
poured  into  the  bay  in  which  they  were  at  an- 
chor with  fo  much  rapidity,  arid  in  fuch  afto- 
nifliing  quantities,  that  the  open  fea  was  alrea- 
dy far  out  of  fight.  Before  any  thing  farther 
was  undertaken,  the  men  were  ordered  to  their 
quarters,  that  they  might  rcfrclh  themfelves 
with  fleep.        -  -•     ^  •  "  '• '    ■      ' 

While  their  Commanders  preferve  their  for- 
titude, the  -failors  never  lofe  their  courage. 
They  rofe  in  the  morning  with  as  much  alacrity 
and  unconcern,  as  if  they  had  been  failing  with 
a  fine  breezr  in  the  Britilh  Channel. 

Auguft  2,  it  was  now  thought  advifeable  to 
make  one  defperate  attempt  to  extricate  the 
0)ips,  by  cutting  a  channel  to  the  weftward  into 
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the  open  fca.  The  fcooping  out  the  dock  with 
fo  much  expedition,  by  a  party  only  of  one 
fliip,  railed  high  expedtations  of  what  might  be 
performed  by  the  united  labours  of  bpth  the 
crews.  No  body  of  men  ever  undertook  a 
work  of  fuch  difficulty  with  fo  much  chearful- 
nels  and  confidence  of  fucccfs,  as  the  failors 
obferved  ow  this  occafion.  Their  ice-faws,  axes, 
fledges,  poles,  and  the  whole  group  of  fea- tools, 
were  in  an  inftant  all  employed  in  facilitating 
the  work  ;  but  after  cutting  through  blocks  of 
folid  ice  from  eight  to  fifteen  feet  deep,  and 
coming  to  others  of  many  fathoms,  that  ex- 
ceeded the  powers  of  man  to  feparate,  that  was 
laid  afide  as  a  hopelefs  project;  and  another 
more  promifing,  though  not  lefs  laborious,  a- 
dopted  in  its  room. 

^i-On  the  3d  of  Auguft,  after  the  men  had 
again  refrelhed  themfelves  with  fleep,  it  was 
refolvcd  to  fit  up  the  boats  belonging  to  both 
the  (hips  with  fuch  coverings  as  were  moft  ealy 
to  be  accommodated,  and  of  lighted  convey- 
ance; and  by  (kating  them  over  the  ice,  endea- 
vour to  launch  them  in  the  open  fea.  Could 
this  be  eflTeded,  they  hoped,  that  by  failing 
and  rowing  to  the  northernmoft  harbour  of 
Spiifl>ergen,  they  might  arrive  at  that  ifland, 
before  the  departure  of  the  lad  fliips  belonging 
to  the  filhery  for  Europe. 

'  While  the  boats  were  getting  ready  for  this 
expedition,  a  fccond  party  were  difpatched  to 
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the  ifland,  with  orders  to  take  the  diftance  as 
exad  as  it  was  pofljble  to  the  neareft  open  fea. 
As  all  the  people  belonging  to  the  (hips  were 
not  to  be  engaged  in  thefe  fervices,  thofc  who 
were  unemployed  diverted  themfelves  in  hunting 
and  killing  the  bears,  that  now,  attra(5led  per- 
haps by  the  favory  fmell  of  the  provifions 
drcflcd  on  board  the  (hips,  came  every  day  over 
the  ice  to  repeat  their  vifits.  Several  of  thefe 
were  killed  occafionally,  and  this  day  they 
fought  a  fea  horfe,  in  which  engagement  the 
fecond  Lieutenant  of  the  Carcafe  fignalized  his 
courage  in  a  mod  defperate  rencounter,  in 
which,  however,  he  fucceeded,  though  his  life 
was  in  imminent  danger.  h' '  i  -a-  ^    ....    . 

On  the  4th  the  carpenters,  &c.  were  ftill  em- 
ployed in  fitting  up  the   boats.     The  pilots, 
who  the  day  before  had  been  fent  to  make  ob- 
fervation^  oa   the  iflands   already   mentioned, 
made  their  f^fe^V^  that  the  neareft  water  they 
had  feen  was  about  ten  leagues  to  the  weft  ward  ; 
that  in  their  paflage  ihey  had  met  with  great 
numbers  of  fpars  or  pine  trees,  floating  about 
the  ifland,  fomc  of  them  of  confiderable  fize, 
with  the  bark  rotted  off",  and  the  bodies  much 
worm-eaten;  that  there  was  neither  tree   nor 
fhrub  to  be  feen  growing  on  any  of  the  feven 
iflands,'  nor  upon  any  land  that  they  had  yet 
difcovered  in  that  latitude,   nor  for  ten  degrees 
farther  fouth,  and  that  the  trees  they  had  feen 
muft  therefore  have  cotpe  from  a  great  diftance. 
',-,••  '    '      -  Thounrh 
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Though  there  is  nothing  now  in  this  obfer- 
vation,  the  like  being  annually  obferved  by  all 
the  navigators  who  frequent  thofe  fcas  in  the 
fummcr,  and  who  colleift  their  wood  from  thofe 
drifts,  yet  the  country  from  whence  they  pro- 
ceed has  hitherto  been  thought  a  myftery. 
But  it  being  now  certain,  that  many  of  the 
great  rivers  that  flow  through  the  northernmoft 
parts  of  RuflTia,  empty  themfclvcs  into  this  fea  ; 
and  that  there  is  an  open  communication 
throughout  the  different  parts  of  it  at  different 
feafons  of  the  year,  there  fcems  very  little  reafon 
to  doubt,  but  that  thofe  trees  are  torn  up  by 
land  floods,  and  are  precipitated  into  the  fea  by 
the  rapidity  of  the  ftreams.       -      • 

It  has  indeed  been  objedled,  that  all  the  wood 
that  is  found  floating  in  this  manner  about  the 
iflands  in  high  latitudes,  is  to  a  piece  barked  and 
worm-eaten  •,  and  that  if  thefe  trees  were  torn 
up  and  precipitated  into  the  fea  in  the  manner 
above  fuppofed,  fome  of  it  would  appear  found 
and  unbarked,  as  in  its  firfi:  flate.  To  this  it 
may  be  anfwered,  that  were  the  courfe  of  the 
tides  to  run  as  conftantly  to  the  northward,  as 
the  courfe  of  the  rivers  runs  into  the  fea,  this 
obje6tion  would  be  unanfwerable.  But  the  very 
reverfe  is  known  to  be  the  fa<fl ;  and  that  neither 
the  winds  nor  the  tides  tend  to  the  northwards 
for  any  confiderable  part  of  the  year  •,  fo  that 
from  the  time  thefe  trees  enter  the  ocean,  it 
muft,  in  the  ordinary  courfe  of  things,  be  many 
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ages  before  they  can  reach  the  latituaes  in  which 
thby  are  now  found.  Becaufe,  if  they  are 
driven  northwards  by  the  ftrength  of  a  ftorm 
from  the  fouth,  thry  will  be  driven  in  another 
direction  by  the  next  dorm  that  happens  from 
another  quarter  }  and  all  the  while  the  calm  con- 
tinues, they  will  be  driven  to  and  fro  by  the  tides, 
which,  as  has  been  obferved,  feldom  fee  long  to 
the  north,  therefore,  being  in  continual  motion 
for  ages,  or  being  caft  upon  the  (hor  by  tempefts, 
or  high  tides,  and  lying  there  expofed  to  the 
air,  till  tempers  or  high  tides  return  them  again 
to  the  ocean,  they  will,  in  a  long  progrelTion  of 
time,  be  reduced  to  the  ilate  in  which  they  are 
conftantly  found.  This  folution  is,  however, 
offered  with  diffidence.  The  faft  is  certain,  of 
much  wood  being  annually  found  about  the 
iOands  in  queftion  •,  and  it  is  now  of  little  im« 
portance  from  whence  it  proceeds,  as  a  paOage 
by  the  north  eaft  to  China  will  probably  never 
more  be  fought* 

On  the  5th  they  had  gentle  breezes;  but 
about  four  in  the  morning  fmall  Qeet.  The  ice 
ftill  furrounding  them,  and  appearing  to  grow 
more  and  more  folid  and  fixed,  thofe  who  had 
till  now  retained  hopes  that  the  foutheall  wind 
would  again  difunite  its  fubftance,  and  open  a 
paflage  for  their  deliverance,  began  to  defpair, 
as  the  wind  had  blown  for  tv;enty-four  hours 
from  that  quarter,  from  which  alone  they  could 
have  relief,  and  not  the  lead  alteration  to  be 
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perceived.     The  men,  however,  were  as  joyous 
as  ever,  and  (hewed  not  the  leaft  coucffi  n  iibout 
the  danger  of  their  fituation. 

Early  in  the  morning,  the  man  at  the  maflr- 
head  of  the  Carcafc  gave  notice,  that  three 
bears  were  making  their  way  very  fall  over  the 
ice,  and  that  they  were  direfting  their  courfe 
towards  the  (hip.     They  had,  without  queftioit 
been  invited  by  the  fcent  of  the  blubber  of  the 
fea-horfe  killed  a  few  days  before,  which  the 
men  had  fet  on  fire,  and  which  was  burning  on 
the  ice  at  the  time  of  their  approach.     They 
proved  to  be  a  (he  bear  and  her  two  cubbs  ^ 
but  the  cubbs  were  nearly  as  large  as  the  dam. 
They  ran  eagerly  to  the  fire,  and  drew  out 
from  the  flames  part  of  the  flelh  of  the  fea- 
horfe  that  remained  unconfumed,   and  eat  it 
voracioufly.     The  crew  from  the  fliip,  by  way 
of  divcrfion,   threw  great  lumps  of  the  flcfli  of 
the  feaihorle  which  they  had  ftill  left,  out  upon 
the  ice,  which  the  old  bear  fetched  away  fing- 
ly,  laid  each  lump  before  her  cubbs   as  (lie 
brought  it,  and  dividing  it,  gave  each  a  (hare, 
referving  but  a  fmall  portion  to  herfelf.     As  (he 
was  fetching  away  the  laft  piece  they  had  to  be- 
ftow,  they  levelled  their  mufkets  at  the  cubbs, 
and  flioc  them  both  dead;  and  in  her  retreat, 
they  alfo  wounded  the  dam,  but  not  mortally. 
It  would  have  drawn  tears  of  pity  from  any  but 
unfeeling  minds,  to  have  marked  the  affedlion- 
ate  concern  expre(red  by  this  poor  hcz^^  in  the 
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dying  moments  of  her  expiring  young.    Tho* 
(he  was  foreiy  wounded,   and  could  but  jud 
crawl  to  the  place  where  they  lay,  (he  carried 
the  lump  of  flefh  (he  had  fetched  away,  as  (he 
had  done  the  others  before,  tore  it  in  pieces, 
and  laid  it  down  before  them,  and  when  (he 
faw  that  they  refufed  to  eat,  (he  laid  her  paws 
firll  upon  one,  and  then  upon  the  other,  and 
endeavoured  to  raife  them  up.     All  this  while 
it  was  pitiful  to  hear  her  moan.    When  (he 
found  (he  could  not  ftir  them,  (he  went  off,  and 
when  (he  had  got  at  fome  didance,  looked  back 
and  moaned  i  and  that  not  availing  her  to  en- 
tice them  away,  (he  returned,  and   fmelling 
round  them,  began  to  lick  their  wounds.    She 
went  oflf  a  fecond  time,  as  before,  and  having 
crawled  a  f^w  paces,  looked  again  behind  her, 
and  for  fome  time  flood  moaning.    But  dill  her 
^ubbs  not  rifing  to  follow  her,  (he  returned  to 
them   again,   and  with  figns  of  inexprelTible 
fondnefs,  went  round  one  and  round  the  other, 
pawing  them,  and  moaning.    Finding  at  laii 
ihat  they  were  cold  and  llfelefs,  (he  raifed  her 
head  towards  the  (hip,  and,  like  Caliban  in  thj; 
tcmpeft,  growled  a  curfe  upon  the  murderers, 
which  they  returned  with  a  volley  of  mufket- 
balls.    She  fell  between  her  cubbs,  and  died 
licking  their  wounds.     If  what  is  related  by  a 
troyager  of  credit  in  the  laft  cehtury  be  true, 
the  filial  fondnefs  of  thcfe  animals  is  no  lefs  re- 
markable than  the  maternal.    The  young  ones, 
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fays  he,  keep  conftantly  clofe  to  the  old  ones* 
We  obferved  that  two  young  ones  and  an  old 
one  v^ould  not  leave  one  another,  for  if  one  ran 
away,  it  turned  back  again  immediately,  as 
fom  as  It  did  hear  the  others  in  danger,  as  if 
it  would  come  to  help  them.  The  old  one  ran 
to  the  young  one,  and  the  young  one  to  the  old 
one*,  and  rather  than  they  would  leave  one 
another,  they  would  fuffer  themfelves  to  be 
all  killed. 

Friday  the  6th,  the  weather  calm  but  fog- 
gy, and  the  winds  variable-,  they  difcovercd 
that  the  drift  of  the  (hip,  with  the  whole  body 
of  ice,  inclined  fad  to  the  eallward ;  and  that 
they  were  already  embayed  in  the  very  middle 
of  the  feven  iQands.     They  therefore  fent  off 
the  pilots  of  both  fliips,  with  a  party  of  failors, 
to  the  northernmoft  ifland,  to  fee  what  difco- 
veries  could  be  made  from  the  promontories 
there.     They   returned  at   night,  after  a  fa- 
tiguing journey,   with  a  difmal  account,  that 
nothing  was  to  be  feen  from  thence  but  a  vaft 
continent  of  ice,  of  which  there  was  no  end  5 
and  that  the  thought  of  wintering  in  fuch  a 
fituation  was  more  dreadful,  than  that  of  pe- 
rjihing  by  inftant  death. 

Saturday  7,  the  wind  fet  in  north-north-eaft, 
veered  to  the  north  i  to  the  north-eaft  and  eaft, 
piercing  cold.  This  day  the  boats  were  all 
brought  in  readinefs  on  the  ice,  fitted  with 
weather  cloaths  about  thirteen  inches  above  the 
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.gunnels,  in  order  to  keep  off  the  cold  as  muiih 
as  poffible,  if  by  good  fortune  they  ihould  be 
enabled  to  launch  them  in  an  open  Tea*  Thh 
day  was  cjnipioyed  chiefly  in  boilingprovifions 
to  put  in  the  boats  for  the  intended  voyage ;  in 
delivering  out  bags  to  the  men  to  carry  their 
brqad,  and  in  packing  up  fuch  necelTaries  as 
every  one  could  take  along  with  him  ;  for  now 
every  man  was  to  be  his  own  porter,  the  nccef^ 
fary  proviilons  and  liquors  being  found  load 
enough  for  the  boats,  and  twenty-five  days 
^read  load  enough  for  each  man.  This  being 
adjulled,  when  night  approached  they  were  all 
ordered  on  board  to  fleep.  ^  "r 
'  Thurfday  8,  at  fix  in  the  morning  all  hands 
were  ordered  to  turn  out,  and  a  detachment  of 
fifcy  men  from  each  (hip,  headed  by  their  re- 
Ipediive  officers,  were  appointed  to  begin  the 
hard  taflc  of"  hauling  the  launces  along  the  ice. 
The  braveft  and'gallanteft  aftions  performed 
in  war,  do  not  fo  ftrikingly  mark  the  true  cha- 
rafter  of  a  fea  Commander,  as  the  readinefs  and 
alacrity  with  which  his  orders  arc  obeyed  in 
times  of  imminent  danger.  Every  one  now 
ftrove  who  fhould  have  the  honour  to  be  lifted 
in  the  band  of  haulers,  of  whom  the  Commo- 
dore took  the  direction,  leaving  Capt.  Lut- 
wych  to  take  care  of  both  the  (hips,  that  if  any 
favourable  turn  (hould  happen  in  the  difpofi- 
tion  of  the  Ice,  he  might  make  ufe  of  the 
remaining  part  of  both  the  crews  to  improve  ir. 
'    '■  '  -  •••  Upon 
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Upon  a  general  confultation  of  officers,  pre- 
vious to  this  undertaking,  it  had  been  agreed, 
and  an  order  ilTued  accordingly,  that  no  perfoii 
on  board,  of  whatever  rank,  (hould  encumber 
himfelf  with  oiore  cloaths  than  what  he  wore 
upon  his  back.    Upon  this  occafion,  therefore, 
the  officers  drefled  themfelves  in  flannels,  and 
the  common  men  put  on  the  cloaths  which 
the  officers  had  thrown  off.    It  was  inconcei^a* 
bly  laughable  to  fee  thefe  motley  bands  yoked 
in  their  new  barricfs-,  and,  to  fay  th^  truth, 
there  was  not  one  folemn  face  among  the  two 
companies.    That  headed  t^y  the  Commbdor6 
drew  floutly  for  the  honour  of  their  leader,  and 
ths^t  headed  by  their  Lieutenants  had  their  mu- 
(ic  to  play  to  them,  that  they  might  dance  it 
away,  and  keep  pace  with  the  Commander  in 
chief.    Indeed- the  officers  who  headed  them 
were  defervedly  beloved  as  well  as  th^ir  Com- 
manders,  particularly  Lieutenant  Beard,  whbfc 
ileady  and  uniform  condu<ft  in  times  of  the 
greateft  danger,  cannot  be  f'ufHciently  admired 
or  applauded.     Neither  fwayed  by  palTion,  nor 
difcpncerted  by  the  fudden  embarraOments  that 
often  intervened,  his  conduft  was  always  calm, 
and  his  orders  refolute.     He  never  w^s  heard, 
during  the  whole  Voyage  on  the  mo  ft  prefTing 
emergencies,  to  enforce  his  comm3ncl&  with  an 
oath,  or  to  call  a  failor  by  any  other  than  his 
wfual  name  -,  and  fo  fenfible  were  they  of  his 
manly  behaviour,  that,  when  the  fhip  was  paid 
V.   :   .    —  0^ 
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off  at  Dcptford,  they  were  only  prevented  by  ' 
his  moft  earneft  requeft  from  ftripping  them- 
felves  to  their  (hirts,  to  cover  the  ftrects  with 
their  cloaths,  that  he  might  not  tread  in  the  ' 
dirt  in  going  to  take  coach. 

In  fix  hours,  with  the  utmoft  efforts  of  hu- 
man labour,  they  had  only  proceeded  a  finglc 
mile  5  and  now  it  was  time  for  them  to  dine,  l 
and  recruit  their  almod  exhauded  fpirits.    As 
the  Commodore  had  laboured  with  them,  ie 
was  in  character  that  he  (hould  dine  with  them 
alfo*,  and  an  accident  happened  that  made  ic 
neccfiary  for  him  fo  to  do.    The  Cook,  with 
his  mates,  (who  were  bringing  the  Commodore 
and  the  officcis  their  dinners  under  covers)  to 
keep  out  the  cold  after  coming  from  a  warm 
fire- fide,  had  made  a  little  too  free  with  the 
brandy  bottle  before  they  fet  out,  and  before 
they  had  got  half  way  to  the  launces,  the  liquor 
began  to  operate  j  the  Cooks  were  fometimes 
very  near  boarding  each  other,  fometimes  they 
hauled  off,  and  fometimes  fleered  righr  a-head. 
At  length  coming  to  a  chafm,  oi  part  i  n;  of  the 
ice,  which  they  were  obliged  to  leaps  iiown  came 
the  mailer  Cook,  with  difh,  cover,  meat  and  uV!  5 
and  what  was  (till  worfc,  though  it  was  not  then 
thought    of    much   value,   the  Commodore's 
common  fervice  of  plate,  which  the  Cook  car- 
ried for  the  officers  to  dine  on,  fell  in  the  chafm, 
and  inftantly  funk  to  the  bottom.     This  acci* 
deQC  brought  the  Cook  a  little  to  himfelf,  and 
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he  now  ftood.paufing  whether  he  Ihould  jump 
dowa  the  gglph  after  the  plate,  or  proceed  to 
theXommodore  to  beg  mercy  and  make  his 
apologf.    His  mates  perfuaded  him  to  the  lat- 
ter, as  the  Commodore  was  a  kind  hearted 
g^nunan,  and  would  never  take  a  man's  life 
away  for  a  flip  on  the  ice.     Befides,  it  was  a 
great  jump  for  a  fat  man^  and  Commodore- 
they  were  fure,  had  rather  lofc  all  the  plate  in 
the  great  cabin,  than  lofe  Cookie.     Comforted 
a  f little  by  this  fpecch,  the  Cook  proceeded* 
but  let  his  mates  go  on  firfV  with  what  remained, 
to. carry  the  tidings  of  what  befell  the  reft, 
"When  the  Commodore  had  heard  the  ftory,  he 
judged  how  it  was  with  them  all.    But  where 
is  the  Cook,  faid  he  to  the  mates  ?  He's  crying 
behind^  an  pleafe  your  Honojar.     In  the  mean 
time  the  Cook  came  up.    Cook,  faid  the  Com- 
modore^ bring  me  your  dinner.     I  will  dine 
to-day  with  my  comrades.     My  dinner!  Ay, 
a  pound  of  the  fiefli  next  my  heart,  if  your 
Honour,  likes  it.    The  prOmptnefs  of  the  reply 
fhewed  the  fincerity  of  the  Cook's  good-will, 
and  pleafed  the  Commodore  better  than  a  feaft 
upon  turtle.     He  difmilTed  him  with  a  fmile, 
and  partook  with  the  officers  in  what  was  left, 
who  made  up  their  dinners  with  a  mefs  from 
the  common  men* 

They  had  juft  begun  to  renewtheir  labour, 
when>  word  was  brought,  that  the  whole  body  ' 
office  had:chaogedits  fuuations  and  was  mov^ 
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ing  to  the  weft  ward ;  thpt  the  Ihips  were  both 
a-float  i  and  that  the  ice  was  parting.  The  jo/ 
which  this  news  difFufed  through  the  two  com- 
panies of  hawiers  is  caQer  to  conceive  than  ex- 
prefs*  They  inftantly  (hook  off  their  harnefs, 
ran  to  alTifl  in  working  the  Ihips,  and  once 
more  to  refume  their  proper  employments. 
When  they  arrived  at  the  (hips,  Captain  Lut- 
wych,  who  was  no  lefs  beloved  by  his  men  than 
the  Commodore,  had  by  his  example  and  his 
judicious  directions  done  wonders.  Both  (hip$ 
were  not  only  a 'float,  with  their  fails  fet,  but 
aftually  cut  and  warped  through  the  ice  near 
half  a  mile.  This  ray  of  hope,  however,  was 
foon  darkened  ^  the  body  of  ice  fuddenly  af* 
fumed  its  former  direction  to  the  eaftward,  and 
^lofed  upon  theni  again  as  faft  as  ever.  While 
the  (hips  remained  in  the  ice-dock,  they  were 
lafhed  together  for  their  greater  fecurity,  but 
now  being  launched  and  a-float,  the  ice  prefTed 
upon  them  with  fuch  weight,  that  it  was  every 
moment  expected  that  the  hawfer  would  break 
that  held  them  together  5  orders  were  therefore 
given,  that  the  hawfer  (hould  be  flackened,  and 
the  (hips  releafed. 

For  the  reiiiainder  of  the  evening,  and  till 
two  iii  the  morning,  the  drift  continued  ea(t- 
^ard,  and  all  that  while  the  (hips  were  in  dan- 
ger of  being  cruftied  by  the  clofing  of  the 
channel  in  which  they  rode.  They  had  now 
drifted  two  miles  to  the  eaftward  j  the  men  were 
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worn  out  with  fatigue  in  defending  the  (hips 
with  their  ice  poles  from  being  engulphcd  -,  and 
now  nothing  but  fcenes  of  horror  and  perdition 
appeared  before  their  eyes.     But  the  Omnipo- 
tent, in  the  very  moment,  when  every  hope  of 
deliverance  from  their  own  united  endeavours 
had  relinquiflicd  them,  interpofed  in  their  fa- 
vours,  and  caufed  the  winds  to  blow,  and  the 
ice  to  part  in  an  aftonilliing  manner,  rending 
and  cracking  with  a  tremendous  noife,  furpaffing 
that  of  the  loudell  thunder.     At  this  very  in- 
fant the  whole  continent  of  ice,  which  before 
was  extended  beyond  the  reach  of  fight  from 
the  higheft  mountains,  moved  together  in  va- 
rious directions,  fplltting  and  dividing  into  vaft 
bodies,  and  forming  hills  and  plains  of  various 
figures  and  dimenfions.     AH  hearts  were  now 
again  revived,  and  the  profped  of  being  once 
more  releafed  from  the  frozen  chains  of  th€ 
jDorth,   infpired  the  men    with   frefli  vigour, 
tvery  officer  and  every  idler  on  board  laboured 
pow  for  life.    The  fails  were  all  fpread,  that 
the  fliips  might  have  the  full  advantage  of  the 
breeze  to  force  them  through  the  channels  that 
were  already  opened,  and  to  help  them,  like 
wedges,  to  rend  the  clefts  that  were  but  juft 
cracking.     •      ■'        - '? 


'<••>■'•!  I 


While  the  major  part  qf  the  crews  were  env 
ployed  :n  warping  the  fhips  with  ice- anchors, 
axes,  faws  and  poles,  a  party  from  both  fhips 
were  (ii^^cched  to  launch  the;  boats.    T^is  was 
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tio  eafy  tafk  to  accomplilh.  The  ice,  though 
fplit  in  many  thoufand  pieces,  was  yet  frozen 
like  an  ifland  round  the  lances,  and  though  it 
was  of  no  great  extent,  yet  the  boats  were  of  a 
weight  hardly  to  be  moved  by  the  fmall  forc« 
that  could  be  fpared  to  launch  them.  They 
were  befiiles,  by  the  driving  of  the  ice,  at  more 
than  five  miles  diftance  from  the  (hips  •,  and  at 
this  time  no  channels  of  communication  v/ere 
yet  opened.  But  Providence  was  manifefi:  even 
on  this  occafion  ;  for  the  ifland  on  which  the  lan- 
ces flood,  parted  while  the  men  were  hauling 
them,  and  by  that  lucky  circumftance  they 
were  launched  with  great  facility,  without  the 
iofs  of  a  man,  though  the  ice  cracked,  as  ic 
were,  under  their  feet.    ^  ^  ^      "-tr  *f'  -    *  ■* 

The  people  on  board  had  not  been  able  to 
force  their  way  with  the  fliips  much  more  than 
a  mile,  when  the  party  in  the  lances  joined 
t-hem.  And  now,  excited  by  what  curiofity  or 
inftinefc  is  not  eafy  to  determine,  feveral  bears 
came  polling  over  the  ice  to  be  fpedtators  of 
their  departure,  and  advanced  fo  near  the  Ihips, 
that  thfty  might  have  been  cafily  mattered,  had 
not  the  men  been  more  fcrioufly  employed. 
•  This  day  they  altered  their  foundings  from 
thirty  to  fifty  fathoms,  ^nd  from  fifty  to  eighty 
jind  eighty- five  fathoms. 

The  breeze  continuinsc  frelh  from  eaft« 
fouih-eait  and  eaft,  the  ice  fcemed  to  open  as 
fad  as  it  had  before  clofed  when  the  wind  blew 
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wefterly,  and  from  the  horthi    a  llrorig  prc- 
fumptivc  proof  of  land  to  the  eaftward,  whtch 
(lopping  the  current  of  the  loofe  ke  in  driving 
from  the  north  and  weft,  clofes  it  in  courfe,  and 
renders  it  compaft.    On  the  contrary,   when 
the  wind  blows  off  the  land,  and  the  current 
fets  to  the  feav  the  loofe  ice  being  no  longer  op- 
pofed,  difperfes  itfelf  again  in  the  ocean^  where 
it  again  floats,  till  the  fame  caufe  produces  the 
fame  effedt.    If  therefore  the  land  which  our 
voyagers  faw  on  the   30th,   and  which  they 
could   not  determine  with  certainty ^^to'  be  an 
iQand,  (hould,  upon  fome  future  occaHon^  be 
difcovered  to  be  a  continent,  -  then  the  doting 
of  the  loofe  ice  fo  fuddenly  about  the  /efven 
iflandSf  and  its  crouding  one  piece  upon  ano« 
ther  to  a  great  height,  when  violently  agitated 
by  tempe(is  from  the  north  or  weft,  will  be  fuU 
ly  and  naturally  accounted  for.     •  .    .     :i 

Tuefday  the  loth,  about  two  in  the  morn- 
ing, the  fog  being  thick,  and  the  weather 
calm,  and  the  men  very  much  fatigued,  they 
were  ordered  to  their  quarters,  to  refrefh  them?* 
fe Ives  with  fleep.  it  wasj  beOdes,  very  cold, 
and  much  rain  fell;  and. as  the  wind  was  va* 
riable,  they  could  make  but  little  progrefs. 
The  ice,  in  the  morning  early,  feemed  rather  to 
clofe  upon  them,  than  to  divide  j  and  being 
apprehenfive  for  their  boats,  they  attempted  to 
hoift  the  lances  on  board,  but  that  belonging 
to  the  Carcafe,  being  either  too  unwcildy,  or 
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the' men  too  muth  fatigued  to  efFe<5t  it,  ihef 
fflung  her  to  the  (hip's  fidei.  . ..  *|f 

>'  About  eight  the  breezie  fprung  up  frefh  from 
the  north-ealt«  exceedingly  cold,  but  opening 
the  ice  to  the  weAwardr '  They  then  made  all 
the  fail  'they  could,  driving  with  the  loofening 
ice,  and  parting  it  wherever  it  was  moveable 
^ith  their  whole  force.  Towards  noon  they  loft 
fight  of  the  Seven  Ifiands.  'And  in  a  very  little 
While  after;  to  their  great  joy»  Spitsbergen  was 
ieefi'from  the  maft-head.    •  -^ 

i^  Wednefday   II,  the  mea  who,  with  hard 
labdur,  cold  and  watching,  were  much  difpi* 
trited^  on  the  profpefb  of  a  fpeedy  deliverance, 
and  feeing  the  ice  no  longer  adhere  in  immove* 
able  bodies,  began,  after  a  little  refreshment, 
0  refume  their  wonted  chearfulnefs.    They  had 
not'  till  the  fecond  clofing  of  the  ice,  after  the 
attempt  to  dig  a  pafiage  through  it  had  proved 
ineffedlual,  and   that  the  hauling  the   lances 
had  been  tried  with  little  better  fuccefs,  difco- 
Vered  the  lead  defpondency.    But  when  they 
had.icxerted  their  utmoO:  efforts,  and   Provi- 
dence,^'Which  at  Brft  leemed  to  fecond  their  en- 
deavours, a^^peared   to  have  forfaken   them ; 
when  their 'pilots  had  611ed  their  minds  with 
the  terrors  of  their  fituation  \  and  their  officers 
had  given  the  (hips  and  < their  mod  valuable 
efFefts  over  tor  loft,  the  men  then  began  to  re- 
ped  on  the  hard  (hips  they  were  likely  to  fuffer, 
and  to  be  imprefled  with  the  fenfe  of  their  com- 
ii.    .      >  '  mon 
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;?ion  danger.  Their  apprehendonii,  however, 
were  but  temporary,  and  the  moment  they 
Were  rdeafed  from  their  icey  prifon,  and  that 
they  were  within  fight  of  a  clear  fca,  their  for- 
ro^  wsis  changed  to  mirth,  and  their  mclan- 
jcrh'oly  to  rejoicing.  Fcftivity  and  jolity  took 
place  of  abllinende  and  gloomy  appreheniions; 
and  before  they  arrived  at  Spitibcrgen,  there 
vrzs  not  a  failor  oh  board  with'  a  ferious  face.  - 
y:s  The  ice'that  had  parted  from  the  main  body, 
they  had  now  time  to  admire.  As  it  no  longer 
obftruifted  their  ^Ourfe,  the  various  fhapes  in 
which  the  brdken  fragments  appeai-ed,  were 
indeed  very  curious  and  amufing.  One  re- 
markable piece  defcribed  a  magnificent  arch  fo 
large  and  conlpleatly  formed,  that  a  floop  of 
confiderable  burden  might  have  failed  through 
it  without  lowering  her  mart  •,  another  repre- 
fentcd  a  church  with  windows  and  pillars,  and 
doiTiCs;  and  a  thi^d  a  table  with  icicles  hang- 
ing round  it  like  the  fringes  of  a  damaflc  cloth. 
A  ferrile  imagination  might  here  find  enter- 
tainment enough ;  for,  as  has  already  been  ob- 
ferved,  the  fimililude  of  all  that  art  or  nature 
has  ever  yet  produced,  rhight  here  be  fancied. 
1  They  continued  working  all  this  day  through 
the  loofe  ice.  JBacluit's  Headland  bearing 
fouth  thirty-nine  weft,  and  in  their  courfe' faw  i 
Dutch  Greenland  man  in  the  fouth.  weft  quarter. 
Thurfday  the  lith,  they  cleared  the  ice,  and 
bore  away  with  all  fails  fct  for  the  harboUr  of 
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Smearingburg,  in  which  they  had  before  call 
anchor.  At  two  in  the  afternoon  they  anchor- 
ed in  North  Bay,  the  north  part  of  Vogle 
Sound  bearing  north  forty-five  eaft,  diftance 
about  four  miles.  At  half  after  four  the  Com- 
modore made  the  fignal  to  weigh ;  and  at  half 
pad  nine,  came  to  an  anchor  in  their  former  (la- 
tion,  where  they  found  four  Dutch  Greenland- 
men  lying  in  readinefs  to  depart.  Thefe  Dutch- 
men acquainted  the  Commodore,  that  all  the 
£ngli(b  fiOiing  (hips  fet  fail  on  the  loth  of 
July,  the  day  to  which  they  ai  bliged  by  con- 
trail, to  ilay  to  entitle  their  ncrs  to  receive 
the  bounty-money,  allowed  by  Parliament  for 
the  encouragement  of  that  BIhery. 

About  the  fame  time  the  greateft  part  of  the 
Dutch  fet  fail  like  wife  from  Spitfbergen,  on 
their  voyage  home  *,  but  it  is  a  practice  with 
thefe  lafl:,  to  take  it  by  turns  to  wait  till  the  fe- 
verity  of  the  weather  obliges  them  to  leave  the 
coail,  in  order  to  pick  up  fuch  men  as  may  by 
accident  have  lod  their  (hips  in  the  ice;  and 
who,  notwithftanding,  may  have  had  the  good 
fortune  to  fave  their  lives  by  means  of  their 
boats.  This  is  a  very  humane  inditution,  and 
does  credit  to  the  Dutch  Government.  Did 
the  Britilh  Government  bear  an  equal  regard  for 
individuals,  fo  many  valuable  fubjedts  would 
never  be  fuffcred  to  migrate,  as  now  annually 
hire  (hips  to  convey  themfelves  to  feek  their 
fprtunes  in  new  fettlenients.  It  is  eltimated^ 
.    ;  that 


\i 


' '  ''♦  t 


vl 


w 


'\IU 


()''  .III 

h :  r 


I  if 


w 

Is  ,     I' 


i  1 


jl 


IMAGE  EVALUATION 
TEST  TARGET  (MT-3) 


^/ 


^  >. 


^ 


1.0 


I.I 


11.25 


La  128    12.5 

itt  1^    12.2 

KlUU 

u  u^ 


-► 


p> 


0% 


^> 


V 


HiotDgraphic 

SoHices 

Corporation 


23  WIST  MAIN  STRIIT 

WnSTER.N.Y.  MStO 

(716)872-4503 


8  »      y  O  y  A  G  E  t o  Tif  E  NoRtH-E As-r.  ' 
that  twelve  thoufand  at  leaft  are  yearly  (hipt 
off  from  Ireland,,  and  not  many  lefs  from  Eng* 
land  .and  Scotland,  yet  no  meafuresarp  thought 
neccHary  to  be  taken  to  retain  them  at  home*.. 
The  turn  of  waiting  at  Spitsbergen  falls  an- 
nually to  the  lot  of  about  five  Dutch  fliips^ 
who  are  obliged  to  fend  out  their  boats  daily  in  • 
fearch  of  their  unfortunate,  fellow  fubje6ts;. 
feme  of  thefe  boats  have  themfelves  fuffered 
fcvercly,  and  have  been  detained  feven  or  eight 
days  by  fcvcrc  weather  in  thefe  excurfions,  to 
the  great  anxiety  of  their  friends.    ; "..    v  •    , 
The  day  of  our  voyagers  return  to  Smearing- 
burg  Hkrbour  being  Bne,  the  Commodore  or« 
dered  a  tent  to  be  raifed  on  the  lower  point  to 
the  fouthwefl^  where  thr.'re  was  a  level  plain 
for  the  fpace  of  two  miles,  and  where  all  the 
mathematical  apparatus  were  again  taken  on 
fliore  for  a  fecond  trial. 

They  found,  on  the  examination  of  the  vi* 
^ration  of  the  pendulum,  that  it  di^ered  from 
that  at  Greenwich  by  Harrifbn's  time- keeper, 
only  two  iedonds  in  forty-eight  hours ;  which 
time-keeper,  at  their  arrival  at  Greenwich,  varied 
only  one  fecond  and  a  half  from  the  time-pieces 
at  the  obfervatory  there.  Mr.  Robinfon,  who 
was  articled  to  Commodore  Phipps,from  Chrift's 
Hofpital,  and  who  does  honour  to  that  noble 
foundation,  was  particularly  careful  to  note  the 
refult  of  all  the  obfervations  that  were  made  in 
this  high  latitude.  "  "  '''')  '""'  '  •  ^' ^^^^ 
-^-  '  -      The 
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The  ovens  were  alfo  here  taken  on  (hore, 
and  a  confiderable  quantity  of  good  Toft  bread 
baked  for  the  refrefhment  of  the  men. 

Hacluit's  Headland,  of  which  mention  has 
been  frequently  made  in  the  courfe  of  this  voy- 
age, is  an  idand  on  the  north- weft  point  of 
Spitibergen,  about  fifteen  miles  in  circumfer- 
<cnce,  on  which  is  found  plen\7  of  fcurvy-grafs » 
and  in  the  valleys,  fome  of  which  extend  from 
two  to  three  miles,  there  is  (lore  of  other  grafs  in 
fummer,  on  which  the  deer  is  fuppofed  to  feed« 

The  people  were  now  fully  employed  in  over- 
hauling the  rigging,  tarring  the  Ihips  fides, 
caking  in  water,  peying  and  fecuring  the  malls, 
and  in  preparing  the  ihips  for  purfuing  their 
voyage  upon  difcovery  -,  or,  if  that  was  found 
imprafticable,  for  returning  home. 

On  the  i6th,  two  of  the  Dutch  fliips  weighed 
anchor,  and  failed  away  in  company. 

Pn  the  17th,  vaft  pieces  of  broken  ice,  fup- 
pofed to  have  fallen  from  the  Icebergs,  came 
floating  inp)  harbour.  When  thefe  pieces, 
which  are  undermined  by  the  continual  agita- 
tion of  the  fca  in  ftormy  weather,  lofe  their 
fupport,  they  tiirnble  with  a  crack  that  fur- 
paffcs  the  loudeft  thunder  •,  but  they  were  told, 
that  no  other  thunder  ^^s  {ever  heard  in  this 
latitude. 

The  adivity  and  enterpnzing  fpirit  of  the 
Ruflfjans  already  noticed,  begin  to  manifeft  it* 
ielf  every  where,  and  it  is  not  improbable,  but 
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that  the  maritime  powers  may  one  day  or  other 
(lave  caufe  to  repent  their  emulation  in  con* 
tributing  to  aggrandize  the  naval  power  of  that 
increafing  people,  'the  dominjcns  of  the  Ruf- 
fian empire,  are  Htuated  to  command  the  trade 
of  the  univerfe  *,  they  are  now  adtually  ereding 
a  yard  for  building  (hips  at  Kampfchatka»  to 
improve  their  difcoveries  from  that  quarter,  and 
to  open  a  trade  from  thence  to  China.  They 
have  attempted  to  fettle  colonies,  as  our  voy- 
agers were  told,  on  the  fouthernmolt  diftridts 
of  Spitsbergen^  and  thofe  of  the  new  fettlers, 
who  furvived  the  firft  winter,  were  preparing 
to  encounter  the  rigour  of  the  climate  in  a  fe-^ 
cond.  This  can  only  be  done  by  way  of  expe- 
riment, to  try  if  a  fettlement  is  practicable,  for 
thofe  now  fent  are  faid  to  be  criminals. 

During  the  fix  days  which  the  (hips  anchored 
here  to  make  obfervations,  take  in  water,  r^- 
frefh  (he  men,  and  refit,  our  journalift  made 
feveral  excurfions  to  the  adjoining  iflands,  where 
the  birds  appeared  in  aftonilhing  numbers  *,  it 
being  the  feafon  for  bringing  forth  their  young» 
and  teaching  them  to  fly,  and  to  dive. 

Of  all  the  birds  that  breed  in  thefe  iflands, 
the  burgermafter  is  the  largeft,  and  the  moft 
ravenous  5  he  is  fo  called  by  the  Dutch,  from 
his  (ize  and  his  authority,  as  he  holds  all  the 
other  birds  in  fubjedfcion.  His  bill  is  long  and 
crooked,  rather  like  that  of  the  ftork,  than 
that  of  the  hawk,  and  is  of  a  yellow  coloqi;^ 
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lie  has  a  red  ring  about  his  eyes  i  is  web-fooc« 
ed»  but  has  but  three  claws  on  each  foot,  Hi^ 
wings  are  of  a  beautiful  pearl  colour,  edged 
with  white  i  his  back  a  filver  grey ;  his  body 
white  as  fnow,  and  his  tail  of  the  fame  colour, 
which  when  he  flies  he  fpieads  like  a  fan.  He 
Builds  his  nefl:  very  high  in  the  rocks,  inaccelli* 
ble  either  to  bears  or  foxes.  He  preys  upon 
ail  the  other  birds,  and  eats  the  carrion  of  filh 
or  flefh,  or  whatever  comes  in  his  way.  His 
cry  his  horrible,  and  ^^hen  he  fcreams,  the  mal* 
lemuch,  a  bifd  as  large  as  a  duck,  is  fo  mucli 
intimidated,  that  (he  will  fink  down^  atid  fuSer 
him  to  devour  her  without  oppoJition. 

Our  journalill  found  it  very  dangerous  td 
^uriue  His  way  over  the  Hills  and  precipices  in 
this  rugged  coiintry.  The  clefts  oA  the  moun- 
tains are  like  thofe  in  the  ice,  frequently  impaf- 
iable;  but  they  are  abundantly  more  hazar* 
&OUS,  being  fometimes  concealed  under  the 
Ihow^lrb  that  a  traveller  is  engulpHed  before  he  is 
aWare.  Manfr  have  been  entombed  in  thefe 
clefts,  and  periftied  in  the  hearihg  of  their  com- 
panions. Without  ^  |)oflibility  of  relief.  To  a 
contemplative  mind,  however,  even  the  defor- 
mities of  natiire,  are  not  unpleafing,  the  wis- 
dom of  the  Creator  being  mdnifeit  in  all  hii 
works. 

On  the  igth  of  Auguft  the  ftiips  unmborcdi 
and  on  the  twentieth  they  cleared  the  harbour; 
I'hey  found  the  tide  to  flow  north-eiift  atid 
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fouth-wcft,  and  to  rife  three  feet  fcvcn  inches 
perpendicular  height.  ,~  .^ 

On  the  2  2d  they  again  found  thcmfelvea  be- 
fct  with  loofe  ice.  They  were  then  in  latitude 
So  degrees  14  minutes  north,  longitude  5  de* 
grees  44  ninutcs  eaft.  v  , 

On  the  2  2d  they  had  a  heavy  fea  from  tl^f 
iibuth-weft  quarter. 

On  the  23d  the  Carcafe,  being  a  hcawie* 
lailer'  than  the  Race  Horfe,  loft  fight  of  the 
Comroodore,  and  fired  a  fix  pounder,  whlcb 
ivas  anfiwered.  In  the  evening  they  came  in 
D^kt,  and  purfued  their  courfe  with  favourable 
weather,  and  without  any  thing  worthy  of  no* 
life  happening  tiU     ^ 

September  5,  when,  being  clear  and  ealcn 
y^ather,  the  Commodore  founded,  and  found 
ground  with  feven  hundred  fathoms,  very  fbft 
yaud.  The  people  wert  employed  eight  hours  in 
heaving  up  the  lead  with  the  capftan.  At  three 
]in  the  morning  the  fun  rifen,  took  the  ampli* 
rude,  and  found  the  variation  to  be  22  degrees 
^ 3  minutes  wcft;^    .     ^.  .jh:     ,1  :r 

September  7,  at  five  in  the  afternoon,  they 
h^d  heavy  fqualls,  with  rain ;  at  (even  in  the 
morning  moderate  weather.  This  d^,  in  6q 
degrees  1 5  minutes  weft,  they  fopnd  their  lon- 
gitude, corredled  by  obfervation  of  fun  and 
rooon,  to  be  5  degrees  59  minutes  eaft.  Lon- 
gitude by  time*keeper  4  degrees  45  minute^^ 
caft  i  a  very  rpmarkable  difiSbreoce»j    ,  r 
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.  The  (hips  purfued  their  courfe  home  in  cons 
pany  together,  with  high  Teas  and  variable  wea- 
ther, till  k  <  .    r 
-  Sept.  1 1,  when,  at  half  after  ten,  the  nighli 
dark,  and  the  weather  moderate,  the  wind  alt 
at  once  veered  to  the  fouthward,  and  a  ftrong 
gale  with  a  great  fea  came  on.     The  fhips 
parted,  and  never  more  came  in  light  till  the/ 
met  off  Harwich,  on  the  Englilh  coad. 
i  Our  joumaliit  being  tin  board  the  Carcafe, 
can  now  only  relate  wh&c   happened  to  that 
floop,  till  her  arrival  tti'the  Rrver  Thames. 

When  the  gale  came  on,  the  Commodore'is' 
Kghts  not  appearing,  the  Carcafe  fired  a  fix- 
pounder,  but  that  (hot  not  being  returned  by 
the  Race  Horfe,  it  was  concluded,  that  the 
Commodore  was  at  too  great  a  diftance  to  hear 
the  fignal.  At  four  in  the  morning  the  gale  in- 
creafiDg,  they  clofe  reefed  the  top*  fails,  and 
employed  all  hands  in  lafhing  and  fccuring  the 
boats  and  booms,  afid  prep2''ing  to  withiland 
the  threatning  dorm.  At  this  time  they  were 
in  lat.  57  deg.  44  min.  north;  the  Naze  of 
Norway  bearing  fouth  eighty-eight  eaft,  diftant 
thirty-one  leagues.  •; 

Sunday,  September  12,  frcfli  gales,  with  fre- 
quent (bowers  of  rain }  handed  gib  and  flay- 
faXL  I  at  two  in  the  afternoon  hard  fqualls  and 
yiolent  Ihowers  of  rain ;  handed  fore  and  mizen 
top-fail ;  faw  a  fail  to  fouthward  Handing  to 
9aftwardi  cloudy  and  obfcure  Iky;  at  ten  at 
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night  came  on  fuddcnly  a  very  heavy  fquafl  5 
banded  all  the  .top.fails ;  ftrong  gale,  \vith  fe- 
vere  (howers  of  rain.  At  midnight  blowing  a 
yiol^nt  ftorm  of  wind,  reefed  and  handed  the 
main-fail  and  fore-fail ;  lowered  down  the  lowei^ 
yards,,  balanced  the  mizen^  and  laid  the  Ihip 
top  Qnder  it*  with  her  head  to  the  weftward  y 
the  fea  making  a  ftce  paffagc  over  the  (hip. 
Shipped  fuch  heavy  feas,  walhed  aU  the  provid- 
ons  and  calks  that  were  Igihed  on  the  deck, 
over-board ;  kept,  two  pumps  .continually  gor. 
ing;  obliged  tQ  fkuttle  the  boats,  ^o  prevenc. 
their  being  wa(h?d  over-board. .  At  four  in  the 
morning  (hipped  fuch  heavy  feas,  as  wa(hed  all^ 
the  ,  booms  and  (pars  that  h^d  been  with  all 
poflibfe  care  fecured  on  the  dec){;9  ovqr-board.^ 
The  (hip  moftly  under  water.  No  (ight  of  the 
Commodore;  under  great  apprehenfions  for 
his  fafety,  as  hi^  vtGtl  laboured  ihucl>  more 
than  ours.  At  this  time  one  of  the  mates,'  the 
Carpenter,  and  a  fore-maft-man,*  were  walhed 
pvcr- board.  The  carpenter,  a  rcrj  careful 
fober  man,  ..'ho  was  in  the  wafte,  fecuring  the 
hatches  and  (lores,  was  .wa(hed  in  and  out  at' 
the  ports  thfee  times,  before  he  could  fecure 
himfelf.  At  ten,  in  the  morning  rather 
tnoderate.  Set  the  mizen-ftay-fail ;  fwayed 
the  lower  yards  up,  and  fet  the  courfes.  Ac 
half  pa(i  eleven,  drong  fqualls  and  heavy 
gufts  I  handed  both  courfes  i  and  fettkd  ihi 
Ipwcr  yards,  :        ^  ?  ■       ,      .    > 

Sepi 
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September  13,  ftrong  gales  and  fqually.  Con- 
tinually (hipping  heavy  Teas.  At  three  in  the 
afternoon  rather  more  moderate  i  fet  reef  cour- 
fes*,  fwayed  up  the  Ipwer  yards,  and  fet  the 
main- top-fail.  The  (hip  now  making  no  wa- 
ter;  at  feven  in  the  evening  fet  fore-top-fail 
and  gibi  yery  heavy  fea  from  fou(h-weft 
quarter.  At  eight  in  the  evening  moderate  and 
tloudy  i  let  the  third  reef  out  of  the  main-top- 
fail ;  founded  thirty*  five  fathoms  fine  brown 
fand.  At  one  in  the  morning  light  airs,  hazey 
weather,  and  great  fea.  Wore  (hip,  and  (lood 
to  weilward.  At  four  fre(h  breezes,  with  rain. 
At  half  pail  eight  faw  a  fail  to  eaftward ;  fup- 
pofing  it  the  Commodore,  made  the  private 
fignal,  and  fired  a  (ix-pounder.  At  nine  bore 
^own  upon  her,  and  brought  her  to.  She 
proved  a  HoUandei^  from  Archangel,  bound  to 
Bremen.  Courfe  fouth  forty-two  well,  latitude 
$fty-fix  deg.  four  min.  north. 
:_,  September  14,  llrong  gales,  and  cloudy ; 
\inder  reef  courfes.  At  two  in  the  afternoon 
moderate ;  fet  main-top-fail.  At  three  fet  fore- 
cop -fail  *,  a  great  fea  from  weflward.  At  feven 
in  the  evening  moderate  and  cloudy.  Out  the 
third  reef  of  the  main- top-fail  -,  uncertain  wea- 
ther ;  fqually,  and  at  times  much  rain ;  at 
three  great  fog.  This  day,  at  noon,  Flambo- 
rough-head  touch  forty* fix  wed,  diltance  thirty 
leagues. 
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September  15,  light  breezes,  and  clear 
vreatheri  out  all  reefs,  and  fway^d  up  the 
lower  yards.  At  four  in  the  afternoon  faw  a 
fail  to  fouth-eaft  ;  bore  down,  and  brought  her 
;to.  She  proved  to  be  a  Pruffian  filhcrman, 
had  been  ten  days  from  Edinburgh  *,  hoifted 
out  the  fmall  cutter}  the  fecond  Lieutenant 
ivent  on  board  of  her,  and  bought  a  fine  cargo 
of  fi(h.  At  Hve  the  boat  returned ;  we  hoilted 
her  on  board,  with  plenty  of  mackarel  and 
herrings.  Made  fail,  andftood  to  j(buth*we{l} 
founded  every  half  hour  %  found  from  thirteen 
to  fifteen,  and  eighteen  fathoms,  fine  brown 
fand,  mixed  with  black  (hells.  At  feven  in 
the  evening  took  the  Hrfl:  reef,  and  hauled  in  the 
top^fails  *,  fre(h  gales,  and  cloudy.  At  two  in  the 
morning  deepened  in  water  to  twenty  fathom. 
Took  in  fecond  reef  of  the  top-fails  5  tacked 
ihip,  and  flood  to  north- wed.  At  five  in  the 
morning  got  into  fifteen  fathom  i  and  at  feven 
into  ten.  At  nine  in  the  morning  clofe  reefed 
the  top- fails,  and  at  ten  handed  them ;  very 
frefh  gale,  and  violent  rain. 

September  16,  rather  more  moderate;  fet 
the  main-top-fail  *,  fqually,  with  rain ;  a  con* 
fufed  fea  from  weft-north-wefl.  At  five  in  the 
afternoon  foundings  from  five  to  twelve,  from 
twenty-feven  to  thirty-two  and  thirty-four  fa- 
thoms, fine  brown  fand,  black  fpecks,  frefti 
gales,  and  cloudy.  At  eight  took  in  firft  and 
Iccond  reefs  of  top-fails  j  at  eleven  at  night 
>' 1'  .  clofe 
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clofe  reefed  the  main  and  fore>top-rail,  and 
handed  the  mizen }  frefh  gales,  and  cloud/ 
feather.  At  four  in  the  morning  (hoaled  water 
to  twenty-two  fathoms ;  brown  fand  and  broken 
ihells.  At  five  faw  feveral  fail  to  north-weft; 
iired,  and  brought  one  of  them  to.  At  eight 
ihook  the  firft  and  fecond  reefs  out  of  the  top- 
fail  ^  hove  down  upon  a  floop,  which  came 
from  Gravelend ;  took  on  board  the  mafter,  as 
a  pilot  to  carry  the  (hip  through  Yarmouth 
Koads,  put  on  board  one  man  in  his  room, 
and  ordered  his  veflel  to  follow  us.  Stood  to 
the  fouthward. 

September  17,  fre(h  breezes,  and  cloudy 
weather;  kept  the  lead  going  every  half  hour ; 
found  our  founding  from  ten  to  twelve  fathoms, 
fine  brown  fand.  At  fix  in  the  afternoon  frefli 
^ales;  clofe  reefed  the  main-top-fail;  found- 
ings from  ten  to  fixteen  fathom ;  broken  (hells 
and  large  (iones.  At  feven  clofe  reefed  the 
main  ^top-fail;  kept  a  light  in  the  poop-lan- 
thorn  fdt  the  (loop.  At  ten  (Irong  gales ;  hand- 
ed the  top  fails ;  laid  her  to  under  the  main- 
fail  ;  handed  the  fore-fail.  At  eleven  at  night 
got  into  five  fathom  ;  but  deepened  to  eight, 
nine,  and  t^n  fathom,  brown  fand.  Loft  fight 
of  the  fi(hing  vefifel ;  iired  feveral  guns,  and 
made  a  fignal  in  the  mizen-(hroud.  On  fetting 
the  forctop-fail  ftacil,  it  blew  to  pieces;  bent 
a  new  one.  A  vioknt  gale  of  wind  ;  (hipped 
a  great  quantity  of  water.     At  four  rather  mo- 
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t)8  VOYAGE  TO  THE  North-East: 
derate  i  let  the  fore^fail.  At  midnight  fct  dop!  *, 
reefed  top* fails.  At  half  pad  fix  tacked  i  at 
feven  favv  the  fidiing  veHTel  i  bore  down  and 
Ipoke  with  her,  who  had  fplit  her  main -fail  in 
the  night.  At  ten  law  the  land  bearing  fouth* 
wed  by  wed,  and  fouth  and  by  wed.  At  eleven 
being  clear  and  moderate  weather,  diook  all 
the  reefs  out  of  the  top  fails,  and  fet  the  top- 
gallant-fail  *,  faw  Cromer  light-houle,  bearing 
ibuth  55  degrees  wed,  didance  five  leagues. 

Septeml}er  19;  fredi  breezes  and  clear  wea- 
ther i  bent  the  dieet-cable,  and  hauled  a  range 
of  the  bed  and  fmall  bower  cables  i  bent  both 
buoy  ropes  and  buoys  to  the  anchor.    At  five 
light  breezes  and  fair  •,  tacked  and  dood  to  the 
fouthward.     At  fix  tacked   and  dood  to  the 
north- wed.    Cromer  north- wed  and  by  north 
four  miles  i   light  breezes,  and  pleafant  wea- 
ther I  handed  in  top-gallant-fails*  and  handed 
the  main-fai).     At  feven  in  the  evening,  to  our 
great  joy,    faw   Yarmouth   Church,    bearing 
fouth- wed.    Ac  ten  at  night  came  to  anchor 
with  the  bed  bower  in  twelve  fathom,  fine  fand 
ahd  c^ay  •,  veered  out  to  half  a  cable,  and  hand- 
ed ^all  the  fails.    Wincerdone  Nefs  lights  bore 
fouth  and  by  wed  four  miles.    At  two  in  the 
morning  frefh  breezes  and  cloudy.    At  half 
pad  four  Weighed,  and  made  fail.     Employed 
in  working  from  Winterdone  Ncfs  lights,  to 
Yarmouth  Roads,  making  feveral  tacks.    At 
'    -       .  w  r    V    .    .  :       fcvcn 
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ieven  in  the  morning  fet  cop-galUnc- fails  i  ac 
nine  came  to  an  anchor  in  Yarmouth  Road,  with 
bed  bower  in  feven  fathoms  water  i  fand  and 
clay.  Yarmouth  church  fouth  fifteen  wed, 
diftance  two  miles.  Came  on  board  a  pilot  to 
carry  the  (hip  to  the  Nore. 

September  20,  frelh  breezes  and  clear  wea- 
ther; fent  down  top-gallant-yards,  and  got 
every  thing  clear  for  Qriking  tokens.  At  Bve 
in  the  afternoon  moored  the  (hip.  Yarmouth 
church  we(l-fouth-we(l  two  miles. 

September  21,  frefh  gales  and  cloudy,  with 

frequent  rain.  At  four  in  the  afternoon  fenc 
down  top- gallant- mad.  At  eight  in  the  morn- 
ing fent  the  long-boat  on  fliore  for  water.  We 
were  this  day  vifited  by  feveral  of  the  inhabi- 
tants of  Norwich  and  Yarmouth,  who  were 
genteelly  entertained  by  the  officers,  but  we 
€9uld  get  no  intelligence  of  the  Commodore. 

September  23,  dark  cloudy  weather.  Ac 
Qx  in  the  evening  fwayed  up  the  top-maft,  and 
Ipwer  yards  i  the  >yind  veered  to  north-weft, 
we  prepared  tp  unmoor.  FreQi  gales,  with 
ffequept  flafhes  of  lightning.  At  feven  in  the 
morning  fet  on  top  gallant  mad,  and  began  to 
\)Qa)Oqr,  Al^  l^ight  veered  away  upon  the  bed 
bower,  and  took  up  the  fmall  bower-anchor. 
At  nine  weighed  and  made  fail.  At  ten  got 
up  the.  top-galIant<  yards,  in  company  with  fe- 
veral ihip$f 
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Saturday  25,  at  five  came  to  an  anchor  in 
eleven  fathonis.  Orford  light- houfecaft  by 
fouth  four  miles.  This  day  fome  religious 
books  were  diftributcd  among  the  failors,  whicK 
had  been  fent  on  board  by  Ibme  pious  perfon 
for  their  particular  perufal.  '    •    ' 

Sunday  26.  At  fix  in  the  evening  came  to 
with  the  beft  bower  in  feven  fathoms  water  j 
Balfcy  church  weft  by  fouth.  At  two  in  the 
morning  weighed,  and  came  to  fail;  Harwich 
lights  north-weft  by  weft.  To  their  great  fur- 
prife,  faw  the  Race  Horfe  at  anchor.  Hoifted 
out  the  cutter,  and  Capt.  Lutwidge  waited  on 
the  Commodore,  from  whom  he  learnt,  that 
in  the  ftorm  of  the  twelfth  they  had  all 
their  boats  wadied  over- board;  and,  to  eafe 
the  ftiip,  were  obliged  to  heave  all  their  guns 
over-board,  except  two.  Came  to  anchor  i 
Harwich  church  north- weft. 

Monday  27,  at  two  in  the  afternoon  weigh- 
ed, and  came  to  fail  in  company  with  the  Race 
Horfe.  At  eight  in  the  evening  came  to  in  the 
Swin.  At  five  in  the  morning  weighed,  in 
company  as  before.  Turning  up  the  Swin  at 
half  paft  nine,  came  to  j  Whitaker  Beacon 
north-north-eaft  one  mile.  •  v.     v.-  ,  :. 

Tuefday  28,  frefti  breezes  and  cloudy  wea- 
ther. Ac  half  paft  three  weighed,  and  came, 
to  fail.  At  half  paft  fix  came  to  with  the  beft 
bower  in  fix  fathom  water ;  Shoe  Beacon  north- 
weft.    At  half  paft  five  weighed,  and  came  to> 
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fail.  Working  to  windward  at  eleven  in  the 
forenoon,  the  jCommodore's  boat  came  on  board, 
with  orders  to  proceed  to  Deptford.  At  noon 
came  to  at  the  Nore  with  the  bcft  bower. 

Wednefday  29,  light  breezes  and  fair  wea* 
ther.  At  half  paft  five  weighed,  and  made 
fail.  Employed  in  working  up  the  river.  Ac 
half  pa(l  ten  came  to  with  the  beft  bower  in 
the  gallions,  in  three  fathoms  water.  Wool# 
wich  church  north  by  fouth  one  half  e^fl.  Ac 
noon  a  hoy  came  along  fide  for  the  gunner's 
ftores.'     ';:* .'  ■  ■  ^    ■■■•/;■■,:.  i'.  '  "-^^ 

'  Thurfday  30,  employed  moft  of  the  after- 
noon in  getting  out  the  guns,  and  gunner's 
ftores.  At  nine  in  the  evening  weighed,  and 
came  to  fail.  At  ten  run  foul  of  a  large  tranl- 
port,  and  carried  away  the  lar- board  mizen- 
ihrouds,  and  part  of  the  channel.  At  one  in 
the  morning  came  to  anchor  at  Deptford. 
Warped  along-fide  the  Bedford  Hulk,  and 
moored.  At  i;x  unbent  the  fails,  and  began 
to  unrig.  "   '  \  i^  r:-ii,' 

Thus  ended  a  voyage,  which  feems  to  have 
determined  the  quellton  fo  much  agitated  con* 
cerning  the  navigation  to  the  north  pole,  and 
proved  what  Captain  Wood  had  before  aflferted, 
that  no  paflage  would  ever  be  found  pradicable 
in  that  diredlion. 

From  the  quantities  of  ice  which  that  naviga- 
tor met  with  in  latitude  76  north,   longitude 

eail,  he  concluded  indeed  erroneouOy,  that 
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1.02    VOYAGE  TO  THB  North-East. 
the  8oih  degree  would  bound  the  paffage  to- 
yrards  ^he  poles,  and  that  from  thence  the  polar 
legion  was  cither  a  continued  continent  of  folid 
ice,  or  that  land  filled  up  the  intermediate  fpace. 

Jt  has  been  found,  however,  that  thofc  feas 
a,re  navigably  as  far  as  between  the  eighty-firft 
and  eighty-fccood  degrees  of  latitude-,  and  it 
^lay  poffibly  happen,  that  in  fome  future  years, 
they  may  be  found  navigable  a  degree  or  two 
farther,  but  it  may  now  with  certainty  be  con. 
(luded,  that  acourie  ui^ider  the  pol^  can  never 
be  purfued  for  the  purpofe  of  commerce. 

We  have  already  (hewti  inoonteilibly,  that 
the  north  fea  communicates  with  the  eaftern 
i^a,  and  that<the  palTage  to  China  and  Japan 
•  may  be  performed  with  difficulty  by  a  north- 
call  courfe,  by  watching  the  opportunity,  when 
a  few  days  in  the  year  the  notth  fea  is  open. 
But  who  would  think  of  expofing  %  (hip's  com- 
pany to  the  hazard  of  being  frozen  to  death  in 
a  cedious,  uncertain,  and  dangerous  palTage, 
when  a  fafe,  certain,  and,  one  may  fay,  fpeedy 
paffage  at  all  times  lies  open  before  them. 

From  Behring's  difcoveries  to  the  eaft  of  Ja- 
pan, and  from  the  continent  he  there  met  with, 
tliere  feems  reafon  to  believe,  that  the  land  feen 
by  Commodore  Phipps  to  the  eaftward  of  the  Se- 
ven Iflands,  might  be  a  continuation  of  that  con- 
tinent. In  that  cafe  it  is  not  improbable,  but 
that  either  that  continent  may  join  to  the  wcftern 
part  of  America,  or  that  it  may  extend  fouth- 

ward. 
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ward,   and  form  a  pare  of  that  continent  To 
much  fought  after  in  the  fouchern  hemifphere, 

A  fmall  premium  of  two  or  three  thoufand 
pounds  fecured  by  Parliament,  to  be  paid  to 
the  owner  or  owners  of  any  Greenland  filhing 
ihip,  that  (hould  be  fortunate  enough  to  difco* 
ver  fuch  a  continent  to  the  eaftward  or  norths 
ward  of  the  Seven  JJlands,  might  pofTibly  have 
a  better  effect,  than  many  expcnfive  expeditions 
fitted  out  folely  for  the  purpofes  of  fuch  difco - 
very.  This,  by  a  trading  nation,  were  it  only 
to  improve  the  fctence  of  geography,  would 
furely  be  well  bellowed. 

It  is  true,  indeed,  that  the  reward  fecured 
by  parliament  for  the  difcovery  of  a  north-weft 
pallage,  has  not  yet  been  attended  with  that  fuc- 
cefs,  with  which  the  promoters  of  the  bill  had 
flattered  themftlves  and  the  public,  from  the  li- 
beral fpirit  with  which  it  was  granted. 

The  Hudfon's  Bay  Company,  though  bound 
by  their  charter  to  further  and  promoie  the  dif- 
covery, were  generally  fufpeded,  from  intercfted 
motives,  to  oppofe  and  difcourage  every  at- 
tempt to  accomplifh  it.  And  Captain  Mid- 
dleton,  who  in  1740  was  fent  in  a  king's  (hip 
upon  that  I'erviCe,  returning  without  fuccefs, 
was  publicly  charged  with  having  received  a 
bribe  of  Bve  thoufand  pounds  to  defeat  the 
undertaking,  and  by  his'  report  to  difcourage 
any  farther  attempts  in  purfuit  of  it.  This 
charge  was  ftrongly  fupported,  and  generally 
>      .  credited. 
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credited.  And  Mr.  Dobbs,  by  whofe  intereft 
Captain  Middtecon  was  employed,  had  the  ad- 
drefs  to  prevail  with  the  then  miniftry,  to  pre- 
clude any  futurt  fcheme  of  private  corruption, 
by  promoting  the  public  reward  already  men. 
fibned. 

The  preamble  to  the  zdt  will  (late  this  mat- 
ter in  the  true  light  it  fets  forth,  **  that 
•*  whereas  the  difcovcry  of  a  north-weft  paf- 
fage  through  Hudfon's  Streight  to  the  weftern 
btean  would  be  of  great  beneBt  and  advan- 
tage to  this  kingdom,  and  that  it  would  be 
of  great  advantage  to  the  adventurers  to  at- 
tempt the  fame,  if  a  public  reward  was  given 
to  fuch  pcrfohs  as  (Hould  make  a  perfect  dif- 
covcry of  the  faid  paflagc ;  it  is  therefore 
enaded,  th^t  if  any  ihips  or  vefTels  belong- 
ing to  his  majen:y's  fubje£l:s  (hall  Hhd  out  and 
fail  through  any  pa(rage  by  fea  between 
Hudfon's  bay  and  the  weftern  ocean  Of  Ame- 
rica, the  owners  of  fuch  (hips  or  veilels  (hall 
^  be  entitled  to  receive  as  a  reward  for  fuch 
•*  difcovery,  the  fuiti  Of  TWenty-thousand 
"  Pounds."  And  as  a  farther  encouragement 
to  profecute  this  difcovery,  and  to  prevent  ob- 
ftruftions  from  iriterefted  perforis,  it  was  e- 
nafted,  "  that  all  perfons,.  fiibjefts  of  his  Ma- 
**  ic(ty,  redding  ui  any  place  where  the  faid 
•*  adventurers  may  come  h  the  profecutiori  of 
••  this  difcovery,  (hall  give  the  laid  advcntu- 
^  rcrs  all  affiftance,  and  (halj  no  way  obftruA, 
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**  moled,  or  refufe  the  faid  adventurers  realbn*  * 
**  able  fuccour  in  any  diftrefs  they  may  fail  in- 
**  to  in  the  profecuiion  of  this  difcoverv." 

Such  was  the  encouragement,  and  hich  the  ^ 
liberal  reward  that  was  and  is  fecured  by  par* 
liament  to  the  fortunate  difcoverers  of  a  north* 
weft  paiTage  to  the  great  pacific  ocean  i  a  paf- ' 
fage  which,  it  is  ^nerally  believed,  would  open 
a  trade  with  nations  on  the  northern  conciifent  ^ 
of  America,  wholly  unknown  to  the  maritime 
powers  of  Europe,  and  fuppofed,  from  their 
fituation,  to  abound  in  commodities  equally 
rare  and  precious  with  thole  of  any  other  coun^ 
try  under  the  fun. 

The  fair  profped  of  acquiring  fame  by  en* 
larging  commerce,  the  hope  of  obtaining  the 
parliamentary  reward,  and  the  defire  of  ex- 
pofing  the  difingenuity  of  (^{itain  Middleton, 
were  incitements  fufficient  to  prevail  with  Mr. 
Dobbs  to  follicit  the  equipment  of  two  (hips 
for  another  voyage,  which  he  made  not  the 
leaft  doubt  would  find  out  the  palfage  fo  long 
fought  for  iu  vain,  and  by  the  advantages  at* 
tending  the  difcovery,  exceed  the  moft  fanguine 
expectations  of  the  adventurers.  ;;•  •*  •-t;- 

The  command  of  this  expedition  wa^  given  to 
Captain  Ellis,  who,  on  the  3  id  of  May,  1746, 
pafled  Yarmouth  in  the  Dobb's  Galley,  accom- 
panied by  the  California  Sloop,  and  convoyed 
to  the  nor(h  lea  by  the  Loo  man  of  war. 
But  in  proportion  as  Mr.  Dobbs  had  flat- 
tered the  avariceof  the  adventurers  who  were 
to  (bar?  in  the  reward,  and  had  elated  himfelf 
with  the  thoughts  of  triumphing  over  the  dif* 
grace  of  Captain  Middleton,  fo  it  happened, 
that  when  the  fliips  returned  without  naving 
efFeded  any  one  thins  of  consequence,,  the  cha* 
4|rin  of  the  former  for  having  advanced  their 
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moiiey  on  a  vlfionary  projed,  ahd  the  mortifi- 
cation of  the  latter  in  not  being  able  to  fuppdrt ' 
his  charge,  were  increafed  by  every  circum- 
ilance  that  cmild  aggravate  the  dirappointment. ' 
Captain  Mlddleton  now  triunnphed  in  his  turn, 
and  no  (hip  trom  England  has  (ince  been  in« 
duced  to  undertake  the  voyage,  notwithftand- 
ing  the  gfeatnefs  of  the  reward.    '  ;    ^ 

It  is  now,  however,  believed,  that  Govern-  ^ 
ment  have  in  contemplation  another  voyage  to 
the  north,  to  which  that  of  Captain  Phipps  ' 
was  only  the  prelude  <»  but  there  is  reafon  to 
conclude,  from  what  has  already  beea  faid  of 
chefe  latter  attempts,  and  from  the  iltfuccefs  • 
of  former  undertakings,  that  the  difcovery  of  a  - 
north- weft  pafTage  is  not  the  fole  object  in  view. 
The  figure  of  the  earth,  the  phenomena  of 
the  winds*  the  variation  of  the  compafs,  and  ! 
thjC  attra^ion  of  the  magnet,  are  points  yet  { 
uiifettled,  of  infinite  importance  to  navigation  i  ^ 
and  it  is  npt  impofltble,  but  that  a  more  careful  i 
examimt^on  of  <  the  polar  regions  may  lead  to  '^ 
thej^iion  of|)robkms;  that  have  hitherto  • 
ba^lesd  the  enqiiidea  of  the  ableft  navigators.     ^^ 

A  very  (lend^i|jKqiiaintance  with  the  diffi-  ^ 
cuities  and  hard())^s  attending  northern  difco-  ' 
ve^ries,  will  fully  account  for  our  knowledge;  of 
the  countries  fprroundirtg  the  pole  being  ft  ill  > 
very  inr.perfcfl:,  >  A  brief  recapitulation  of  the  , 
fuQ^rlngs  of  thofe  to  whom  we  iar6  moft  indebc- <j 
ed  for  ^  our  information,  will  not,  we  hope,  <i 
be  thought  an  improper  conclufion  to  a  voyi^'  '^ 
age  ibiely  undertaken  with  a  ;view  to  enlarge  '^ 
it.  .  ••■-..■*  V* 

T* he  firft  who  conceived  the  idea  of  exploring  ^ 
the  northern  regions  was  Sebaftian  Cabbor.^;^ 
That  enterprising  navigator,  long  before  Ma-»  «v* 
gellan  thought  of  a  pafiage  to  the  pacific  ocean    ^ 
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by  the  (buth-weft,  had  made  two  voyages,  with 
a  view  to  diredt  his  courfe  to  the  fame  Tea  by 
the  north-weft.  In  thele  voyages,  he  difco- 
vered  Newfoundland,  the  coaft  of  the  Efqui- 
meiux  Indians,  and  had  penetrated  as  far  as  the 
64th  degree  of  latitude,  when  a  mutiny  among 
his  mens  or  rather  an  obftinate  refufal  to  pro- 
ceed any  further,  obliged  him  to  return ;  yet 
he  died  in  the  perfuafion  that  a  palTage  in  that 
dire^ion  certainly  exifted,'  and  that  he  ihould 
have  found  it  but  for  the  oppolition  of  his 

crcw4  .  ^r.ynrtu)  !'i  •»> 

The  next,  who,  prepoflefled  with  the  fame 
notion, ;  undertook  a  voyage  for  difcoveries  to« 
wards  the  north,  was  Sir  Martin  ForblQier. 
He  difcovered  Greenland,  and  in  the  latitude 
of  62  deg.  north,  palTed  a  ftreight,  which, 
though  it  ftill  holds  a  place  in  our  maps,  has 
never  been  found  navigable  fmce.  He  made 
two  other  voyages,  difcovered  many  bays  and 
capes,  to  which  he  gave  names,  but  returned 
witbou,t  attaining  ;tbt  principal  objeift  of  his 
voyage,  though,  like  his  predece^or,  he  af* 
ferted  the  certainty  of-  its  exiftence  to  his  laced 

To  him  fucceeded  Sir  Humphrey  Gilbert, 
who  in  1583  traverfed  the  coaft  of  Labradore^ 
entered  the  mouth  of  the  great  river  St.  Lau- 
rence, and,  furrounding  theifland  of  Newfound* 
land,  laid  the  foundation  of  the  cod  filhery, 
which  has  been  profecuted  with  immenfe  ad- 
vantage to  his  country  ever  fmce. 

The  rapid  progrefs  of  dileoveries  itt  the 
fouthern  hemifpher^,  which  about  this  time 
were  attended  with,vafl^pr(^t!to  the  adventu-: 
rers,  re.*i^imate4  cptefnporary  navigators  ta 
profircute,  .w\tK  more  ardour  than  ever,  their 
^cerprizes  towards  the  north.    The  more  the 
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ptclBc  ocean  became  knoi/n,  the  firmer  the 
belief  prevailed,  that  a  paflfage  into  it  by  way 
of  the  north  mud  certainly  exift,  and  that  who- 
ever could  difcc.  r  it,  would  not  only  iminor* 
talize  his  name,  but  enrich  his  country. 

The  merchants  of  that  time  were  no  lefs 
eager  to  embark  there  money,  than  the  naviga- 
tors were  to  haaard  their  perfons  in  any  new 
Srojedt^  where  the  hope  of  gain  appeared  ta 
e  well  founded.    A  company  there^re  of 
wealthy  perfoAs  in  London  agreed  to  join  a 
company  of  merchants  in  the  weft,  and  to  fk 
out  two  (hips  for  the  difcovery  of  a  pafTage, 
which  aA  agreed  was  practicable,  though  none 
could  tell  readily  where  to  find  it.    To  the 
commdnd'of  this  expedition  Captain  John  Da- 
vis was  iftrbngly  recommended  as  an  able  navi- 
gator, and  of  a  bold  and  enterprizing  fpirit* 
Accordingly,  on  the  7th  of  June,   1685,  he 
fet  fail  from  Dartmouth,  in  the  Sun-fliine  of 
fifty  tons,  and  accompanied  by  the  moon-fhine 
of  thirty-five  tons,  haying  on  board  both  vefTeU 
forty  two  hardy  feameh.i  On  the  i^h  of  July 
they  were  alarmed  by  a  mighty  roaring,  whicb 
was  the  more  terrible,  as  the  fog  was  fo  thick* 
that  they  could  not  fee  each  other  at  a  (hipS 
length.    It  proved  only  the  crackling  of  the 
iflands  of  ice,   which  was  not  then  very  well 
underflobd.    On  the  breaking  up  of  the  fog 
they  difcovered  land,  which,  from  its  horrid 
appeardn^e,  they  nsuncd  ihe  land  of  defolation^ 
On  the  a4tH  they  were  in  64  deg.  15   min» 
north,  the  fea  open  and  the  weather  moderate. 
In  this  latitude  they  difcovered  laiid,  and  con- 
verfed  with  the  natives,  who  appeared  to  be  a 
harmlefs  hofpitable  people,  polite  in  their  man- 
ners,  neatly  habited,  aiid  not  ill  favoured* 
Thefe  friendly  t)eople,  obferving  that  the  £ng- 
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lifli  admired  theit  furs,  went  up  in  the  country 
to  bring  down  more,  with  which  they  traded- 
with  much  fimplicity.    To  an  adjoining  hill 
Davis  gave  the  name  of  Mount  Raleigh,  from 
which  he  took  his  departure  on  the  8th  of  Au« 
gulb,  and  on  the  i  ith  doubled  the  fouthernnMft 
cape  in  view,  to  which  he  gave  the  name  of 
the  Cape  of  God^s  Mercy ^  and  entered  a  ftreight, 
which  bears  the  name  of  the  Difcoverer  to  this 
day.    In  this  ftreight  he  failed  fixty  leagiies, 
and  on  the  14th  went  on  fhore,  and  round 
evident  figns  of  human  inhabitants,  being  met 
by  a  pack  of  dogs  (twenty  in  number)  that  ex* 
prefled  their  joy,  as  if  their  mailers  had  been  re- 
turned after  an  interval  of  abfence.    One  of 
thofe  had  on  a  leathern  collar.    The  Captain 
was  highly  pleafed  with  the  promifing  appear- 
ance  of  the  new  ftreights,  and  confulting  with 
the  mafter,  agreed  to  report,  upon  their  return 
home,  that  they  had  found  the  wilhed-for  paf- 
fage  to  the  weftern  fea. 

The  weather  changing  from  temperate  to  ex« 
ceflfive  cold,  on  the  ipth  it  was  refolved  to  fee 
fail  for  England.  On  the  12th  of  September 
they  fell  in  with  the  land  of  Defolation,  and 
on  the  3pth  of  the  fame  month  entered  the 
port  of  Dartmouth,  without  the  lofs  of  a  man«  ' 
The  account  Capuin  Davis  gave  to  his 
owners  was  fo  well  received,  that  other  mer^ 
chants  where  defirous  of  joining  in  a  fecond 
expedition,  and^accordingly  he  was  again  em« 
ployed,  and  furnifhed  with  a  much  greater 
force. 

On  the  7th  of  May  he  failed  from  Dart- 
mouth in  the  Mermaid,  of  120  tons,  in  com- 
pany with  the  Sun-(hine  and  Moon-fhine  as  be- 
fore, and  an  additional  pinnace  of  thirteen 
tons,  called  the  North  Star.        .    ^  r   • 
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,  In  the  latitude  of  66  degrees  north  Captain 
Davis  divided  his  force»  ordering  the  Suh'  (hine 
and  North  Star  to  feek  a  palfage  oetwM  Greeii- 
land  and  Iceland,  while  the  Mermaid  ai)d  Moon- 
fliirtc  continued  their  courfe  to  the  ftreiglit  adf 
before.    In  the  latitude  of  64  degrees,  and' 
longitude  sSdeg.  30  min.  north  from  London,' 
they  fell  attain  in  with  the  larid,  and  met  the' 
lame  people  with  Whom  they  had  traded  the 
former  year.     Overjoyed  to  meiet,' iliey  re-' 
newcd  their  acquaintance,  and  Whil^  the'  £ng- 
lifli  was  preparing  a  pinnace  tb  fkcilitate  therr 
difcoveries,  the  natives  came  in  lumbers  to' 
carry  on  trkde.    As  foon  aSthe  pinnace  was- 
fitted  for  fea.  Captain  Davis  difpatched  hei:[ 
to  examine  the  inlets  on  the  coalt,  and  to  trace 
their  courfe  up  the  main  land;  but  that  was^ 
productive  of  no  bflential  difcovery. 

•Though  the  natives  attended  them  with  ah' 
obfequious  diligence,  yet  on  their  kindling  a  fir^ 
in  their  manner,  and  ufing  fome  (I range  cere- 
n^onies.  Captain  Davis  fugpofing  them  to  be 
ufing  idolatrous  forceries,  firft  thruft  the  prieft' 
into  the  fmoke,  and  then  encouraged  his  men' 
to  tread  out  the  flame,  and  to  fpurn  the  reeking 
coals  into  the  fea.  Unable  to  bear  the  infult, 
the  natives  for  the  firft  time  began  to  (hew  re- 
iisntment.  They  feized  the  bOat  from  the  ftern 
of  the  Moon>lhirie,  cut  the  cai^e  belonging 
to  the  Mermaid,  made  prize  of  the  implements 
that  lay  upon  the  (hore,  and,  to  (hort,  declared 
open  hoftilities  againft  the  aggrellbrs,  who  in 
return  difcharged  their  artillery  among  them, 
which  inftantly  difperfed  them. 

No  civilities,  however,  that  could  be  (hewn 
them,  atter  the  indignity  offered  to  thdr  prieft,| 
<;ould  ever  after  reconcile  them,  and  the  year 
following  they  found  an  c^pohunity  to  take  a 
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feverc  revenge.  In  the  mean  time  one  of  them' 
being  made  prifoner,  was  taken  .on  board  thtf 
Mermaid ;  who,  after  recovering  hjs  fricht, 
trimmed  up  his  darts,  repaired  his  fiihiog  tackle, 
picked  okam,  and  fet  his  hand  to  any  thing  he 
was  fet  about  i  and,  after  a  time,  became  a  very  • 
p^eafant  (Companion  on  board.  > 

On  the  I7ch  of  July,  in  latitude  6$  degrees' 
8  min.  north,  they  fell  K'^^^l^  a  continent  of  < 
ice;  very  high,  like  land,  .jfch  bays  and  capes, ' 
and,  till  they  examined  it  cW^ly,  could  nOt  be 
convinced  that  it  was  a  mere  congelation. 
They  coaHed  it  till'the  30th,  when  the  weather 
became  fo  tempeftuous  and  foggy,  and  withal 
fo  cold,  that  the  fhrouds,  ropes,  and  falls  were 
frdzcn  and  glazed  with  ice;  and  the  men,  who 
theyear  before' found  the  fea  open  and  the  wea- 
ther temperate,  became  fo  difpiriced,  that  m 
an  orderly  nnanner  they  addrefled  their  Com- 
mander, and  iiitreated  him  to  conHder  their 
prefi^nt  fitiiatioh,  to  have  regard  to  his  own 
life,  and'  the  prefervation  of  theirs  i  and  not» 
through  boldnefs  and  ad  inidifcreet  zeal  for  a 
hopeiefs  difcpveryj^  leave'  their  widows  and  fa- 
therlefs  children  to  blac)(en  his  memory  with 
bitter  curfes.  Moved  with  their  pitiabje  re- 
prefentation,  he  dil'charged  the  Mernuid  with 
thofe  who  were  moft  deOrous  of  returning 
home,  and  proceeded  in  the  Moonfhine  to  pro- 
fecute  his  voyage.  Changing  hjs  courfe  to  reco- 
ver the  oppofite  (hore ,pn  the  ift  of  Auguft,  in 
latitude  66  deg.  33  min.  north,  and  longitude 
70  degrees  wed,  he  diibovered  land,  without 
cither  ice  or  fnbw.  On  the  ad  they  caft  an- 
choi^  in  a  6ne  road,  and  in  a  day  or  two  were  vi« 
fited  by  the  natives,  who  came  to  traffic.  On 
the  14th  they  fet  fail  to  the  wed  ward,  and  on 
%h^  16th  changed  their  courfe  to  the  fouthward. 

On 
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On  the  1 8th  they  difcovered  a  high  promoncor/ 
to  the  north-welt,  which  havinc  no  land  to  the 
ibuthy  recovered  their  hopes  ofa  free  paflace. 

On  doubling  the  Cape,  they  found  the  land 
trending  away  to  the  louth  in  broken  iflands, 
and  coafting  along  till  they  arrived  at  a  fine 
opening,  in  latitude  57  degrees,  they  failed 
ten  leagues,  with  woods  and  lawns  on  ench 
ftde,  abounding  with  deer  and  game  of  every 
kind.  Here  they  (laid  till  the  ift  of  Septem- 
ber, and  then  (et  fail,  coafting  along  to  the 
northward,  where  they  were  again  flattered  with 
the  hopes  of  a  paflage,  by  obi*erving  a  ftrong 
current  ruibingin  between  two  lands  to  the  weft* 
ward,  which  they  were  very  defirous  of  approach- 
ing, but  the  wind  blew  diredly  againft  them.  ., , 

On  the  6th,  returning  to  their  former  fta- 
tion,  five  of  the  crew  fell  into  an  ambufcadf  & 
for  having  ventured  on  (hore  unarmed  in  their 
boat,  they  were  fuddenly  aflaulted  fron;i  the 
woods,  two  of  them  killed  upon  the  fpot,  tWQ 
grievouHy  wounded,  and  the  fifth  made  his 
cfcape  by  Iwimming,  with  an  arrow  fticking 
in  his  arm.  The  fame  evening  a  furk>us  ftorm 
arofe,  which  lafted  till  the  loth,  in  which  time 
they  in  a  manner  unrigged  their  ihip,  and  were 
about  to  cut  away  her  mafts  by  the  board,  the 
cable  of  their  Iheet  anchor  parted,  and  they 
every  moment  expelled  to  be  daihed  upon  the 
rocks,  and  to  be  made  a  prey  by  the  favage  can- 
nibals of  the  country  i  but  the  ftorm  abating, 
and  the  fea  growing  calm,  they  recovered  their 
anchor  on  the  nth,  and  made  fail  for  England. 
About  the  beginning  of  Odlober  they  arrived 
at  Dartmouth,  where  they  found  the  Sun  ihine, 
but  the  North  Star  having  parted  company  in  a 
hard  gale  on  the  coaft  of  Greenland,  was  qever 

•^'i  heard  of. 
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This  undaunted  mariner  had  yet  the  courage 
CO  undertake  a  third  voyage,  and  then  failed  as  far 
as  the  73d  degree  of  north  latitude,  but  being 
deferted  by  his  companions,  was  forced  to  re- 
turn in  great  diftrefs  to  his  old  port.  Upon  his 
return  he  wrote  a  letter  to  his  patron,  afTuring 
him*  that  he  had  found  an  open  fea  in  latitude 
73  degrees  north,  and  a  (Ireight  forty  leagues 
oroad,  and  concluded  from  thence  that  the 
paflage  was  mod  certain. 

From  this  period  till  the  year  1610  we  Bnd 
no  farther  attempts  made  to  revive  this  difco- 
¥ery  *,  but  in  that  year  Mr.  Henry  Hudfon,  one 
of  the  molt  celebrated  mariners  of  his  time,  was 
prevailed  upon  to  undertake  a  voyage  that  was 
purpofely  fet  on  foot  to  make  trial  of  his  (kill. 
He  failed  April  the  7th,  1610,  (leering  diredtly 
CO  Davis's  Streights,  he  there  changed  his  courfe 
Co  the  weftward,  and  (Iruck  out  a  new  track  that 
no  mariner  had  ever  failed  before,  which  led 
him  through  the  (Ireight  that  (till  bears  his 
name  into  the  great  bay  that  bounds  the  Ame- 
rican continent  on  the  north-eaft,  and  feems  to 
communicate  by  various  openings  with  the 
north  fea.  Here  he  continued  traverfing  for 
almofl:  three  months  in  fearch  of  a  palfage  to  the 
weftward,  but  finding  himfelf  embayed,  he 
ftood  to  the  fouth,  intending  to  winter  in  the 
mildeft  latitude  the  Bay  would  admit ;  accord- 
ingly, he  is  faid  to  have  wintered  in  latitude 
§2  degrees  north,  longitude  80  degrees  weft, 
where  on  the  ift  of  November  his  (hip  was 
frozen  in,  and  being  fcantily  provided  with 
provifions,  the  crew  mutinied,  and  in  the  end 
moil  barbarouHy  contrived,  as  the  writer  ex- 
predes  it,  to  turn  the  Captain,  the  carpenter, 
and  all  the  fick  men  out  of  the  (hip,  who  were 
never  more  heard  cf.    After  which  the  leaders 
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of  the  mutiny  determined  to  make  the  beft  of 
their  way  tor  England  j  but  in  their  paflagc 
home  not  a  few  periflied,  and  thofc  who  furvivcd 
luffered  unlpeal^abie  mifery. 

But  notwithltanding  this  difaftcr,  and  that  it 
was  certainly  known  that  the  Captain  and  all 
who  were  left  behind  were  cither  drowned, 
ilarved,  or  murdered,  the  progrefs  he  had 
made  in  the  diicovery  encouraged  others  to  fol- 
low his  track. 

The  next  who  adventured  was  Captain  But- 
ton, a  man  of  great  abilities,  courage,  and  ex- 
perience. Patronized  by  Henry,  Prince  of 
Wales,  he  failed  in  1611,  and  having  palTed 
Hudfon's  Sircights,  purfued  a  different  track 
from  that  of  Captain  Hudibn,  leaving  his  dif- 
coveries  to  the  fouth,  and  ihaping  his  courfe 
to  the  nortfi-weft. 

After  failing  more  than  two  hundred  leagues, 
he  fell  in  with  a  large  continent,  which,  from 
its  mountainous  appearance,  he  named  New 
Wales  •)  but  Bnding  no  palTa^e  to  the  weltward, 
he  followed  the  direction  ot  the  land  to  the 
fouthward,  till  he  arrived  at  Port  Nelfon^  where 
he  wintered  in  63  deg.  30  min.  north  ;  but, 
though  he  kept  three  Bres  in  his  (hip  conftantly 
burning,  and  his  company  killed  incredible 
numbers  of  white  partridges  and  other  wild 
fowl,  yet  many  of  his  men  perilhed  by  the  fe* 
verity  of  the  cold,  which  in  that  climate  was 
almoU  infupportable. 

In  16 15  Captain  William  BafHn  undertook 
the  examination  of  the  extremity  of  that  fea 
into  which  Davis's  Streights  opened  a  paflage. 
and  he  fo  far  fucceeded,  as  to  determine  its  ex- 
tent, and  to  difcover  an  outlet  marked  in  our 
maps,  by  thename  of  Sir  Thomas  Smith's  Sound* 
which  \a  prQbably  the  only  conununication  be- 
tween 
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twcen  our  northern  bays  and  the  great  pacific 
ocean,  which  nature  has  provided,  in  order  to 
maintain  a  general  circulation,  without  which 
Jt  is  hardly  poffible  to  conceive,  that  the  eqiii- 
poire  of  the  globe  could  for  a  nnomcnt  be  pre- 
fervcd. 

\.  In  1619  Captain  John  Monk,  at  the  inftance 
of  his  Daniih  Majelly,  undertook  this  difco- 
very,  and  arrived  fafe  at  Cape  Farewell,  where, 
though  the  tackle  of  the  (hip  was  fo  frozen  ancl 
full  of  ifieles,  that  the  niariners  could  not  han- 
dle the  ropes,  yet  next  day  it  was  fo  hot,  that 
they  were  forced  to  work  in  their  Ihirts.  He 
entered  Hudfon's  Streight  in  the  month  of  July, 
and  was  forced  to  winter  in  latitude  6^  degree^ 
20  min,  nprth,  on  an  ifland  that  ftill  retains  hi$ 
name*,  but  the  hardfhips  he  endured  almoit 
exceed  belief.  Ip  May,  1620,  he  found  him- 
tclf  alone  in  a  cave  dug  in  the  earth,  fcarct? 
alive,  and  almoH:  morally  certain,  that  all  his 
mariner?  were  dead,  As  foon  as  the  weather 
would  permit  he  crawled  forth,  and  found,  of 
all  his  crew,  only  two  left.  By  removing  the 
Inow,  they  fouqd  fome  frcfh  herbs  underneath^ 
and  by  eating  therp,  recovered  from  the  fcurvy. 
Unable  to  navigate  their  (hip,  they  abandoned 
her  to  the  favagesi  and,  by  a  wonderful  provi- 
dence, got  fate  to  Norway  in  the  f'innace. 
Being  a  man  of  uncommon  refolution^he  was  ftill 
follicitous  to  perfeft  a  difcovery,  whjch  had 
baf^ed  the  refearches  of  fo  many  able  naviga- 
tors, and  to  acquire  glory,  by  accomplifhing 
that  which  they  had  tailed  to  attain.  He  af- 
(erted  the  ex'ftence  of  fuch  a  pafifage  fok  con- 
fidently, and  laid  down^  the  method  of  finding 
it  fo  plaufibly,  that  he  had  pcrfoaded  the  n^er- 
chants  of  Norway  to  raife  a  joint  ftock  ta  de-. 
fray  the  expcnees  of  a  lecond  voyage  •,  but?p.- 
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plying  to  the  King  for  his  permiffion  and  pro^ 

te6tion,  and  relating  to  him  his  own  fufterings, 

and  thofe  of  his  companions  in  his  former  voy- 

age,  his  Majefty  told  him»  he  had  already  been 

the  death  of  too  many  of  his  fubjedls,  and 

wondered  at  his  prefumption  to  feek  to  murder 

more.    To  which  Monk  gave  a  quick  reply, 

which  provoked  the  King  to  (Irike  him  over  his 

ftomach  with  his  cane.     Whether  the  feverity 

of  the  blow,  or  the  fenfe  of  the  indignity  was 

the  occafion,  is  not  certain  ;  but  he  quitted  the 

royal  prcfcnce  with  marks  of  (Irong  refentment, 

and  returning  to  his  chamber,  refund  afliflance, 

and  three  days  after  breathed  his  lad. 

Capt.  Luke  Fox  and  Capt.  James  were  the 
next  who  profefTedly  engaged  in  this  difcovery  ^ 
the  firfl:  in  a  King's  frigate,  vi(5lualled  for  eigh- 
teen months  *,  the  other  in  a  fmall  veifel  of  feven- 
ty  tons,  built  at  Briflol  on  purpofe;  vid^ualled 
and  equipped  by  private  adventurers. 

Captain  Fox  departed  in  thefpring  of  i6zi% 
traced  all  the  weftern  bays  difcovered  by  n>r- 
mer  navigators,  examined  the  weftermoft  pari 
of  Hudfon's  Ba)^•*^nd  returned  in  1632.  He 
publifhed  a  pompous  account  of  his  difcoveries, 
which,  however,  was  never  much  regarded.     « 

On  the  3d  of  May,  1631,  Captain  James 
fet  fail  from  the  Severn's  mouth,  and  on  the 
29th  of  June  cleared  Hudfon's  Strcights, 
where  he  found  himfelf  fo  peftered  with  broken 
ice,  as  to  put  it  out  of  his  power  to  profecute 
his  difcoveries  to  the  north-weftward,  as  he  had 
intended  1  he  therefore  ordered  his  mafler  to 
ftccr  weft  fouth-weft,  and  on  the  a 7th  of  July, 
afrer  fuftaining  moil  dreadful  (hocks,  found 
his  fhip  enclofed  fo  fail  among  the  ice,  that 
notwithftanding  it  blew  a  hard  gale,  and  all 
lails  fet,  (he  ftirred  no  more  than  if  (he  had 
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been  in  a  dry  dock»  It  was  now  chat  the  men  firft 
began  to  murmer,and  the  Captaiii  himfelf  was  not 
without  his  fears,  left  they  mould  here  be  frozen 
up  and  obliged  to  winter  in  the  middle  of  the 
fea.  By  an  observation  which  they  made  upOin 
the  ice,  they  found  that  they  were  in  latitude 
58  deg.  54  min.  north. 

On  the  5th  of  next  month  to  their  great  joy 
the  ice  opened,  and  on  the  6th  they  were  again 
in  a  clear  fea.  On  the  13th,  feeing  fome  break- 
er:: a-head,  and  looffing  to  clear  them,  the  (hip 
fuddenly  ftruck  upon  the  rocks,  and  received 
three  dreadful  (hocks,  but  the  fwell  heaved  her 
over,  and  on  pumping  (he  made  no  water.       f 

They  were  now  encumbered  with  rocks,  as 
before  they  had  been  with  ice,  and  in  the  moft 
perilous  fituation  that  can  be  conceived,  and  (b 
continued  two  nights  and  two  days,  every  mo- 
ment expe^ing  to  be  da(hed  to  pieces.  On  the 
fog's  clearing  up  they  faw  land  from  the  norths 
weft  to  the  fouth-eaft  by  eaft,  with  rocks  and 
breakers.  On  jche  16th  they  weighed  and  made 
fail,  when  a  ftorm  arofe  and  drove  them  within 
fight  of  Port  Nelfon.  On  the  17th  they  ftood 
to.  the  fouth  ward.  On  the  20th  they  made  land, 
in  latitude  sy  degrees  north,  where  they  caft  an- 
chor,and  caird  it  the  Principalityof3ouch  Wales. 

Having  weighed,  on  the  27th  they  fet  fail, 
and  in  the  evening  came  in  fight  of  higher  land. 

On  the  29th  they  faw  a  fail,  which  proved 
to  be  Captain  Fox,  already  mentioned.  They 
fpoke  together,  and,  after  exchanging  mutual 
civilities,   parted. 

Captain  James  kept  coafting  along  the  (hore 
to  makediicoveries,  and  Captain  Fox  made  the 
beft  of  his  way  for  England. 

The  Captain  now  began  to  think  of  a  con- 
venient place  to  winter  in.  In  this  atceaipt 
*"         .    •  they 
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chey  met  with  fo  many  difaftcrs,  that  at  lad 
having  no  hopp  left,  they  began  to  prepare 
themfelves  to  make  a  good  enq  of  a  miferable 
life.  On  the  19th  they  loft  their  (hallop,  tho' 
lafhed  to  the  (hip  by  two  hawfers,  and  10  their 
inexpreffible  grief  their  boat  was  almoft  ren- 
dered irreparable. 

Winter  now  began  to  fet  in  a-pace,  the  nights 
long,  the  days  clofe  and  foggy,  the  feas  rough, 
and  nothing  but  (hoals  and  broken  land  to  na- 
vigate.  Added  to  all  thefe  the  men  began  to 
ficken,  an  univerfal  dejection  to  prevail,  and  in 
proportion  as  their  dillrefTes  increafed,  their 
ftrength  to  bear  up  againft  them  grew  left 
every  day. 

On  the  4th  of  November,  being  in  latitucfe 
52  degrees  north,  they  fell  in  with  an  ifland,  from 
which  they  found  it  impofiible  to  depart.  The 
men  were  quite  worn  down  with  fatigue,  the 
fails  fo  frozen  as  not  to  be  unfurled,  the  ropes 
congealed  in  the  blocks,  and  the  deck  knee  deep 
in  fnow.  In  this  forlorn  condition  they  built  a 
tent  on  (hore  for  the  (ick,  and  in  this  tent  they 
kept  fires  continually  burning  night  and  day, 
but  the  cold  increafed  f6  fait,  that  beer,  and 
even  fpirits,  froze  by  the  fire  fide. 

The  fufiferings  of  the  Captain  and  crew  from 
the  latter  end  of  Oftober  when  they  landed, 
till  the  2d  of  July,  when  they  departed,  are 
hardly  to  be  paralleled. 

This  was  the  laft  voyage  that  was  undertaken 
for  the  difcovery  of  a  north-weft  paflage,  till 
that  of  Captain  Middleton,  already  related. 
,  From  all  which,  and  the  opinion  of  Captain 
James  after  his  return,  there  is  great  rcafon  to 
conclude,  that  what  we  have  faid  of  a  north-eaft 
paflage  is  likewife  true  of  a  paflage  by  t'  .  north- 
weft,  that  it  moll  certainly  cxifts,  but  will  nevep 
t^c  found  pradlcable  for  mercantile  purpofes. 

.*  :  FINIS. 
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